Undergraduate Review. Begun in 1983 with a
grant from the INTERNAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION,
the Undergraduate Review (also sometimes titled
Union College Undergraduate Review of the Humanities
and Social Sciences), appeared annually until 1990,
when it changed its name to Minerva Review.

The journal published academic papers by under-
graduates, including a few in foreign languages. Al-
though most of the papers came from Union students,
the journal welcomed contributions from undergrad-
uates at other institutions, distributed issues on other
campuses, and gradually added both students and fac-
ulty members from outside Union to the editorial
board.

The Undergraduate Review probably succeeded in
its goal of giving students experience in writing and ed-
iting scholarly prose, but it may be doubted whether
anything it published was as valuable a contribution to
academic discourse as its editor’s comment, in a 1986
interview, that the Review was “beginning to take on
some inertia of its own.”

Union Annual. The mid-nineteenth-century series
of sophomore class publications was titled THE
UNIONIAN in 1860 and again from 1863 until it ended
in 1871, but the 1861 volume, published in July, was
entitled The Union Annual. Like the others, it served
as a kind of year book: “As the Annual is designed and
expected to be a reliable exponent of the internal
arrangements and condition of the College, the Edi-
tors have spared no endeavor to publish correct lists of
the various associations, awards and appointments,
accompanied with statements of its past and prospec-
tive success.”

Union College Academy for Lifelong
Learning (U L). Begun in the fall of 1988 as
a “college center for older learners,” UCALL offered
non-credit seminars, many of them taught by retired
faculty members.

Union College Chronicle (1854). The only
issue to appear, volume 1, no. 1 of the first Union Col-
lege Chronicle was a four-page tabloid published Oc-
tober 23, 1854. Editor Henry E Cochrane ’56
explained in an editorial that it was being published
because all students like to see their names in print and
because the College was not producing a catalogue
each term as it was supposed to. The Chronicle con-
sisted largely of a list of members of various clubs, se-
cret societies and literary societies, and non-affiliated
students, listed with their place of residence.

It was regarded as a junior class publication; about
ten days later the sophomores responded with THE
SOPHOMORE INDEPENDENT, which claimed to be more
correct.
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Union College Engineers Club. Nominally a
club for Union graduates with engineering degrees, the
Union College Engineers Club was in fact an annual
dinner held in New York City at the time of the Amer-
ican Society of Civil Engineers’ annual meeting. First
held in January 1925, the dinner was later shifted to a
December date. After its thirteenth annual meeting (in
1937), the club disbanded for lack of interest.

Union College Faculty Papers. The carliest ad-
ministrative attempt to encourage the faculty to pub-
lish, the Union College Faculty Papers first appeared in
January 1930 at the instigation of President FRANK
PARKER DAY. In addition to original research by Union
faculty members, issues included a list of faculty pub-
lications.

The last of the six issues appeared in January 1933,
by which time Day had left the presidency and Pro-
fessor EDWARD EVERETT HALE, chairman of the com-
mittee which edited the papers, had died.

Union College Magazine. The most substantial
student periodical before the CONCORDIENSIS, the
Union College Magazine appeared from 1860 until
1866, and from 1869 until 1875.

In 1859 the Philomathean Society had published
the first of three issues of a slight journal called Con-
CorDIA. Given the highly political atmosphere of mid-
nineteenth-century student life, sponsorship by one of
the LITERARY SOCIETIES virtually guaranteed rejection
by the others, and the magazine consequently failed to
find enough subscribers or contributors. Profiting
from that experience, in June 1860 the Philomathean
Society joined with the Adelphic Society and the The-
ological Society to publish, once a term (three times a
year), a new journal called the Union College Magazine.
Two editors (later one) from each society constituted
the editorial board, to which representatives of the
Chemical Society and of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives were eventually added. All editors were
seniors; the junior class issued other publications, such
as the UNIONIAN and the COLLEGE SPECTATOR.

After six years, the journal suspended publication
in November 1866. The literary societies revived it in
November 1869 and issued it until November 1875.

The Magazine published literary essays, fiction,
poetry and, during the period when the Chemical So-
ciety joined in sponsorship, some articles on scientific
subjects. Although most essays were high-minded,
humor also found a place, and the magazine carried
some news and commentary on college life.

Contributors included students, faculty members,
presidents, and alumni; most articles were unsigned.
The Magazine’s substantial issues (about 6070 pages)
contained some contributions as specialized as a sev-
enteen-page article, “The administration of Chinese
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law,” by an alumnus; withal, it was the most ambitious
yana .
magazine edited by students at Union.

Union College Press. Although the university
press is a fairly common species, a college press is a rare
variety. That Union produced one in the early 1970s
owes to 2 unique combination of events. Harvard Uni-
versity Press supplied the impetus by declining to ex-
ercise its option on Professor Codman Hislop’s
biography of Eliphalet Nott; Union, having an obvious
interest in seeing the book in print, offered Wesleyan
University Press a subvention to make publication fea-
sible. This precedent would provide the basis for the
Union College Press.

The immediate catalyst was the College’s publica-
tion during 1967/68 of three pamphlets by faculty
members: a catalogue of the Revolutionary War
Hawkes Papers, a sesquicentennial history of the local
Phi Beta Kappa chapter, and a descriptive catalogue of
College-owned antique microscopes. President HAR-
oLD C. MARTIN, eager to promote Union’s commit-
ment to scholarship, saw this recent activity as
auspicious, and in his annual report he raised the pos-
sibility of some more formal pattern for their planning
and issuance: “With an important anniversary for the
College coming on [i.e., the 175th, in 1970], we might
well consider marking that event by the establishment
of a College Press, looking forward to the time in
which we might, alone or in conjunction with some es-
tablished publishing firm, deliver and distribute sig-
nificant books marked by the seal of the College.”

The trustees approved the proposal on November
9, 1968, and Bernard R. Carman, the College’s direc-
tor of public relations and publications, who had been
involved in the Hislop project as well as in editing var-
ious Union publications, took on an added responsi-
bility as director of the press. Carman next negotiated
a distribution arrangement with Syracuse University
Press. Initially, the UCP intended to publish only
works in which the College had a direct involvement.
American portraits 1800—1850; a catalogue of early por-
traits in the collections of Union College, issued in 1972,
grew out of a thesis submitted by Rita Feigenbaum for
the nascent Master of Arts in American Studies. Its sec-
ond book consisted of conference papers delivered
upon installation of General Electric systems theorist
Gabriel Kron’s archives in Schaffer Library. Interviews
with visiting novelists, conducted and edited by Eng-
lish professor Frank Gado, became First person: con-
versations on writers and writing; issued in both cloth
and paperbound editions. Acquired by academic li-
braries throughout the world and adopted for use in
courses, it became the first publication of the press to
attract broad interest outside the College.

Channeling federal funds to commemorate the na-
tion’s bicentennial, a New York State commission
joined in the publication of a biography of General

Alexander McDougall, which drew on the Hawkes
Papers then in Union’s possession. (The UCP’s
arrangement with the state became the model for a se-
ries of other cooperative ventures between university
presses and the commission.) The final book under-
taken during Carman’s stewardship (though not pub-
lished until after he had left the administration) was an
account of the College’s eatliest years, In order to form
a more perfect Union, by trustee chairman SAMUEL B.
FORTENBAUGH JR., ’23, who also underwrote the
handsomely printed volume’s costs.

Diverse in subject, origin, and financing, these
books augured success for the unusual enterprise, but
with the end of the Martin presidency, the UCP de-
railed and no new manuscripts were accepted during
the administration of President THOMAS BONNER
(1974-78). Jack Maranville, Carman’s successor as Di-
rector of Public Relations, inherited the title of Direc-
tor of the Union College Press. About six years later,
with JOHN MORRIS settled into the presidency,
Maranville moved to resuscitate the press. His first
step was to reissue Economists and society, a book by
Union professors Alfred Thimm and Joseph Finkel-
stein that its commercial publisher had allowed to go
out of print; his second, to agree to publish New
prospects for a new nation, a collection of essays edited
by another Union pair, history department members
Manfred Jonas and Robert Wells, and subsidized by
Samuel Fortenbaugh.

How to proceed thereafter, and in which direc-
tion, was to be investigated by Frank Gado, who con-
sulted with university press editors. Gado’s report
recommended that, in addition to continuing its pre-
vious publication interests, the press select a few areas
(the American short story, the period of the Early Re-
public, and translations) that were consonant with
Union’s resources and character; it also warned of the
dangers of becoming a publisher of last resort for aca-
demic studies, especially by Union faculty. In 1981
Maranville then asked Gado to be the UCP editor, and
Gado accepted on the condition that he enjoy full au-
thority on all literary matters. In practice, editorial au-
tonomy often proved impossible to maintain—only
one reason for strains in the relationship between di-
rector and editor, and for slow progress in the devel-
opment of projected books.

Beyond the obvious passing of the national bicen-
tennial as a spur to publication, the very increased em-
phasis on scholarship that Martin had wished to
promote (and that the nationwide professionalization
of faculties had accelerated) worked to the UCP’s dis-
advantage. Union faculty showed little interest in in-
tramural publication, fearing that it would seem, on its
face, an inferior achievement.

As a consequence, Gado found himself, to a greater
extent than most academic press editors, in the posi-
tion of having to conceive projects, and then seek au-



thors to execute them. It proved a troubled tactic: not
only did it tend to limit the UCP’s range to the editor’s
sphere of professional competence but it also some-
times elicited performances that were perfunctory or
worse. Several manuscripts for projects initiated at
Union were rejected, and twice “kill fees” were paid.

Yet, despite averse conditions, including a sub-
stantial increase in the College’s costs when the distri-
bution agreement was renegotiated, the UCP
functioned with modest success on spartan expendi-
tures. The Signature Series, collections of representa-
tive works by American short story writers with
substantial critical introductions, was very well re-
ceived and financially profitable. Even more profitable
was The house of ashes, a previously published memoir
about a Jewish family which survived the Holocaust in
Poland, re-edited for the UCP, and fully subsidized in
its first printing. Secrezs in the glass, a bilingual collec-
tion of poems by a German poet, enjoyed financial
sponsorship by the Humboldt Foundation, and The
plants of Saratoga was published with the aid of funds
provided through Skidmore College.

After the period covered by this book, President
Roger Hull, unconvinced that a press held sufficient
value for the College, directed that it accept no new
manuscripts.

Union College Press publications:

American portraits, 1800-1850; a catalogue of early
portraits in the collections of Union College, by
Rita Feigenbaum. 1972.

First person: conversations on writers and writing, ed-
ited with an introduction by Frank Gado.
1973.

Gabriel Kron and systems theory, edited with an in-
troduction by H. H. Happ. 1973.

Alexcander McDougall and the American Revolution
in New York, by Roger Champagne. 1975.

In order to form a more perfect Union; an inquiry
into the origins of a college, by Samuel B. Forten-
baugh Jr. 1978.

Economists and society; the development of economic
thought from Aquinas to Keynes. Revised edi-
tion. By Joseph Finkelstein and Alfred Thimm.
1981.

New prospects for a new nation; the development of
New York after the Revolution, edited by Man-
fred Jonas and Robert Wells. 1982.

The teller’s tales, by Sherwood Anderson. Edited by
Frank Gado. 1983 (Signature Series).

Hearthside tales, by Washington Irving. Edited by
Patrick Allen. 1983 (Signature Series).

Tales of art and life, by Henry James. Edited by
Henry Terrie. 1984 (Signature Series).

Secrets in the glass; poems, by Ernst Schonwiese.

1985.

UniON COLLEGE ZOUAVES 753

Essays literary, moral and philosophical, by Benjamin
Rush. Edited by Michael Meranze. 1988.

Koningsmarke, by James Kirke Paulding. Edited by
Daniel Wells. 1988.

The gleaner, by Judith Sargent Murray. Edited by
Nina Baym. 1988.

House of ashes, by Oscar Pinkus. Revised edition.
1990.

* The Pioneer Experiment Station, 1875 to 1975, a
history, by James G. Horsfall. 1992. (Published
in association with the Union College Press by
Antoca Press).

Fiction in American magazines before 1800, an an-
notated catalogue, by Edward W.R. Pitcher.
1993.

* Imaginary lines, by William R. Adams. 1993.

Plants of Saratoga and eastern New York, an identi-
fication manual, by H.H. Howard. 1995.

Fantasy pieces in Callots manner, by E'T.A. Hoff-
mann. Translated by Joseph M. Hayse. 1996.

Eliphalet Nott, by Codman Hislop. Abridged edi-
tion. 1995. (Paperbound only).

Imaging America; anecdote, tale and short story in the
eighteenth century, by Edward W.R. Pitcher.
1996.

Drawn from life, by Stephen Crane. Edited by
Frank Gado. 1997 (Signature Series).

The diaries of Jonathan Pearson, edited by Harold
C. Martin. 2003.

The encyclopedia of Union College history, edited by
‘Wayne Somers. 2003.

*Although they bear a UCP imprint, these two books
were neither edited nor sold by the press.
—Frank Gado

Union College Social Club. The Union College
Social Club, an interfraternity club with members
from Pst UpSILON, KAPPA ALPHA, SIGMA PHI and
ALPHA DELTA PHI, was established in February 1897
“to promote social intercourse between the aforesaid
fraternities.” Nothing more is known of it.

See also: BETA P1 CHI.

Union College Zouaves. When students re-
turned to the campus for the third term of 1860/61,
two weeks after the fall of Fort Sumter on April 13,
1861, initiated the CIvIL WAR, patriotic fervor swept
the College. Students meeting in South Colonnade on
April 30 decided to form a company of Zouaves: “for
the purpose of daily drill,” stated the Union College
Magazine, “to prepare us for any emergency that might
arise.

Formally organized on June 10, 1861, the cighty-
two member company elected a full complement of
undergraduate officers, with Professor ELIAS PEISSNER
as captain, then provided themselves with blue jackets,




754 UnNioN COLLEGE ZOUAVES

red flannel pants and caps, small haversacks, and a
company flag. Forty-seven carried bayoneted War of
1812-vintage flintlock muskets, last used by “Cap-
tain” ISAAC JACKSON’s cadets; the remainder obtained
similar arms from an old military company in Sch-
enectady.

Peissner led the corps on a sixteen-mile hike up the
Mohawk, drilled it to the tune of a fife, and directed it
with bugle calls in skirmish drills in the PASTURE as a
large audience of townspeople looked on. Professor
WILLIAM MITCHELL GILLESPIE gave the cadets lectures
on military engineering and set them to digging
trenches east of North College. When Peissner’s wife
gave birth to a son, the Zouaves adopted him as the
“child of the company” and presented him with a sil-
ver cup.

In the fall, Peissner continued drilling the cadets
until the shortening days left no more time after class-
es. The next spring the company re-formed, and by
June, thanks in part to Peissner’s diligence, about thir-
ty had received Army commissions; the total eventually
rose to over fifty.

Commissioned a colonel in Carl Schurzs regiment,
Peissner himself departed about July 1862 and died the
following May in the Battle of Chancellorsville, as did
Henry R. Schwerin ’63, the Zouaves erstwhile 2nd
Lieutenant. The Zouaves still existed in May 1863, but
nothing is known of the corps’ subsequent history.

Union Colleges. There have been at least three
other Union Colleges and two other Union Universi-
ties in the United States.

Union College in Barbourville, Kentucky, found-
ed in 1879 as a private college, was purchased in 1886
by the Methodist Episcopal Church. The college de-
partment was discontinued in 1908, and for the next
eight years the institution was operated as a junior col-
lege, academy, and elementary school. It then became
a college again, and is now fully accredited. It has a
“special concern for improving the quality of life in Ap-
palachia.”

Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, founded in
1891, is owned and operated by the Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church.

A Union College in Roselle, New Jersey was begun
in 1933 as an evening school. It became an independ-
ent two-year college in 1936, moved to Cranford, New
Jersey in 1943, and in 1982 merged with the Union
County Technical Institute to become Union County
College, a community college with campuses in Cran-
ford and Scotch Plains and educational centers in Eliz-
abeth and Plainfield.

There have also been two other Union Universities:
a Baptist institution in Jackson, Tennessee which has
existed since 1823, and an alleged degree mill in Los
Angeles which attained brief notoriety when Rep.

Claude Pepper said it had awarded him a bogus PhD
in psychology.

Union College’s Name. The movement for a col-
lege at Schenectady initially proposed to found “Clin-
ton College.” The name “Union College” first appears
in the final petition submitted to the Board of Regents
on January 26, 1795.

Although there is no direct record of who suggest-
ed the new name or why, it was clear to people who
knew the founders that the College was called “Union”
because—in sharp contrast to the genesis of most other
colleges—several religious denominations joined in
establishing it. (See FOUNDING OF UNION COLLEGE).
In his inaugural address in 1796, first President JOHN
BLAIR SMITH said (in Latin): “Men of diverse religious
convictions, having set aside faction and division, are
united in governing this institution and in spreading
the benefits of the college, which is auspiciously called
Union College.”

Three years later, the second president, JONATHAN
EDWARDS, wrote to his son: “The Episcopaleans, the
Presbyterians, & those of the Dutch Church, are very
jealous of each other; & as the College is Union Col-
lege & designed to embrace those several denomina-
tions; you may easily conceive that difficulties may
arise from that source.”

No other interpretation of the name has been
found in the eatly record. In 1859 Jonathan Pearson
paraphrased the opinion of trustee Bradford Wood
’24 on a contemporary controversy: “[The College] is
called Union Coll. a union of all denominations; if
therefore the public should suspect that we are influ-
enced by denominational and theological differences
in our choice of officers, they would at once withdraw
their patronage and countenance.”

Nevertheless, in the twentieth century some writ-
ers have projected a broader significance backward
onto the name. President DIXON RYAN FOX wrote—
without citing evidence—that the name signalized
“that the whole movement had welled up from the de-
sire of a great number of people, of all social grades and
racial stocks of the region, and of all religious persua-
sions, with provision against control by any—and also
in honor of the general spirit then animating the coun-
try under the new Federal system.”

Whether narrowly or broadly interpreted, Union’s
name reflected high ideals, but they eventually be-
came the unremarkable ideals of most American col-
leges, and it has occasionally been urged that a less
abstract name would achieve greater recognition and
thereby help lift the College’s public reputation to its
rightful level. The most prestigious colleges and uni-
versities—according to this reasoning—nearly always
bear the names of places or benefactors, while colleges
with abstract names are usually sectarian.




An entirely different objection to the name
“Union” has sometimes been raised by those—includ-
ing the occasional potential benefactor and at least
one chairman of the Board of Trustees—to whom
labor unions are anathema.

As this is written, however, no attribute of the Col-
lege seems more secure than its name.

Union Lampoone. Issucs of a satirical student
magazine entitled Union Lampoone appeared in spring
1983, winter 1984, and February 1986.

Union Meerschaum. The second in a series of an-
nuals published by the sophomore class, the Union
Meerschaum appeared in July 1858. Preceded by the
SOPHOMORE INDEPENDENT and succeeded by the
UNIONIAN, it was a tabloid consisting primarily of a
catalogue of the College. THE UNION MEERSCHAUM in-
spired a satire entitled the Sophomore Mere-Sham,
which appeared in July 1859 in two different printings.
Ostensibly issued by the sophomore class, it was prob-
ably published by the freshmen or juniors.

Union Offering and Freshman Review
(The). The only issue of a forty-page student maga-
zine called The Union Offering and Freshman Review
appeared in January 1855. It included two travel ac-
counts and a poem, but probably existed for the arti-
cle which heaped abuse on the SorHOMORE
INDEPENDENT.

Union Press. Following the shootings at Kent State
University on May 4, 1970, students at Union and
elsewhere greatly increased their activities in opposi-
tion to the war in Vietnam. “To keep the students, fac-
ulty and administration aware of the scope,
organization and activities of those students who are
working towards the stated ends of the National Stu-
dent Strike,” some Union students published fifteen is-
sues of the Union Press, a “factual and informational
newsletter,” on weekdays from about May 11 to May
29, 1970.

Union Review of Books. Though doubtless
named in imitation of the New York Review of Books,
the “Union Review of Books” was not a publication
but a series of public meetings held with a faculty
moderator to discuss a current book of broad intellec-
tual interest. The series lasted from the fall of 1987
until the spring of 1989.

Union School / Union Classical Institute.
Because Union College drew many students from Sch-
enectady, it was long important to the College to have
a preparatory school in the city. The SCHENECTADY
ACADEMY and its successors served that purpose inter-
mittently for many years until the City created the first
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free public school in 1855. From then until about
1903, the College was involved in various ways in the
school’s administration.

In 1855 the College divested itself of old WEST
COLLEGE for the second time, selling it to the City for
use as Schenectady’s public school, called the Union
School. The College reserved the right to establish in
the school “an academical department”™—i.e., a high
school, also called the classical department—to be su-
pervised jointly by the College and the Board of Edu-
cation. The principal of this department would be a
nominal member of the Union College faculty, paid
from the NOTT TRUST FUND.

BENJAMIN STANTON, formerly principal of a high
school in Newburyport, Massachusetts, was appoint-
ed principal of the Classical Department of the Union
School in 1857, and the College began a year later to
pay two-thirds of his salary and to list him among its
faculty. Friction soon developed, however, between
the principal of the Union School and the principal of
the Classical Department, who were trying to run sep-
arate schools in the same building. After two Union
School principals had resigned within eighteen
months, Stanton took over at the end of 1860 the ad-
ditional duties of heading the Union School. It was no
sinecure; in 1861, the Union School as a whole had
twenty-three teachers and thirteen hundred students.

On the resignation from the Union College facul-
ty of Professor JOHN NEWMAN in 1863, the College
appointed Stanton Professor of Latin and HENRY
WHITEHORNE to succeed Stanton at the Union
School. After serving until 1868, Whitehorne, too,
joined Union’s faculty and was succeeded by Samuel
Burnett Howe *62, who also held both principalships.

The Union College faculty was growing increas-
ingly discontented with the Classical Department; in
June 1868 it formally complained to the Board of
Trustees that of late only three or four students a year
had been entering Union from the Classical Depart-
ment. The department could not prosper, the peti-
tioners claimed, while in the same building as the
Union School. The trustees appointed professors JOHN
FOSTER, Benjamin Stanton and Henry Whitehorne a
committee to inspect the school; a year later they re-
ported that it was doing as well as could be expected
“under the serious embarrassment of its present loca-
tion.” There was no reason to hope for improvement
until the Classical Department could be separated
“from the schools of this city.”

In 1870, President CHARLES AIKEN chimed in, urg-
ing Union’s trustees to raise admission standards and
questioning whether the College had been getting its
money’s worth for the $1,200~1,500 it paid annually
to the Union School. Finally, in June 1872, with Pres-
ident ELIPHALET NOTT POTTER in office, the trustees
“Resolved, that Prof. Stanton be appointed to the duty
of establishing a first class preparatory department for
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the College, retaining connection with Union School
if practicable....” Accordingly, the College bought the
Delavan Building at the corner of Church and Union
Streets (the present Mohawk Club) and rented it to the
Board of Education for the use of the Classical De-
partment, which, at the suggestion of President Potter,
was renamed the Union Classical Institute. (In a trans-
action begun in 1875, but not completed until 1881,
the Board of Education bought the building from the
College.)

The trustees wanted a strictly preparatory school
similar to those attached to the larger New England
colleges. They did not get one—the school continued
to be a high school as well as a college preparatory
school—but in the eatly years at least, many Union
Classical Institute graduates did enter the College. In
1872, the Institute had one hundred twenty-two stu-
dents (sixty-nine female and fifty-three male) and of-
fered four curricula; the first three required three years;
the last, four:

Language course (for college entrance)

English course

Modern language course

English and modern language course for young
ladies (intended for teachers)

Il with tuberculosis, Stanton did not remain long
in this second tour of duty; he stepped down as prin-
cipal of the Classical Institute in December 1873 and
died the following September. He was succeeded by
Charles Halsey (1875-97) and Arthur Marvin
(1897-1904). With the founding of the Institute, its
principalship was separated from that of the Union
School. Samuel Burnett Howe continued in the latter
position, acquiring the additional title “Superinten-
dent of Schools.”

In 1897, the Institute’s whole curriculum increased
from three to four years.

As the Nott Trust income dwindled, the Board of
Education took over from the College in 1878 the re-
sponsibility of paying the Principal of the Union Clas-
sical Institute, but apparently the College continued
until 1903 to pay all or part of Howe's salary, and he re-
mained on Union’s faculty lists.

In 1903 the Board of Education, building a larger
school on Nott Terrace, wanted to sell the Union Clas-
sical Institute building and take complete control of
the college preparatory course. However, in selling the
Delavan Building, the College had limited its use to
the “Academic Department” of the Union School. The
College now agreed to waive this provision, on the
condition that the Board of Education would “forever
maintain in the new Schenectady High School on
Nott Terrace the Academic Department of the Sch-
enectady Union School,” and also release the College
from the obligation of continuing to pay Howe's salary.

Before graduating in 1904 the thirty-six member
last class published a handsome book, /n memory of the
Union Classical Institute of Schenectady, New York,
1872-1904.

Union Sentinel. An undergraduate tabloid publi-
cation, the Union Sentinel began publication as a bi-
weekly journal of conservative/libertarian opinion in
October 1988, under the editorship of Daniel J.
Keniny ’91. It later appeared three times a term, and
was still published at the end of the period covered by
this book.

Union Soot (The). In connection with the 1926
spring prom, PI DELTA EPSILON brought out, as “vol-
ume one, number one,” an issue of a humor magazine
titled the Union Sooz; the name was a play on “union
suit’—i.e., long underwear. Noted cartoonist John
Held provided a cover drawing of an empty union
suit and an empty party dress, side by side on a clothes-
line, embracing.

No further issues appeared until the spring of
1929, when the CONCORDIENSIS decided, instead of its
usual humorous supplement for the spring prom, to
produce another issue of the Union Soot. Theodore
Geisel (“Dr. Seuss”) then known as a cartoonist for
Judge, drew five cartoons for the issue.

The cover drawing arrived too late—or so editor
Arthur Bernard O’Grady °29 later claimed—to be
shown to Dean GARIS before publication, but when
Garis saw the published issue he demanded that it be
withdrawn on the ground that the cover cartoon was too
risqué. The magazine was re-issued the next day with a
white cover bearing only the words “The Union Soot.”

The Concordiensis report on the affair unaccount-
ably claimed that the suppressed cover drawing, which
the public had not seen (the issue now survives in a sin-
gle copy), had also been drawn by Dr. Seuss. It was in
fact drawn, and signed, by Miss Viola Bailey Seelman,
a New York School of Applied Design student who
would a few months later marry Maurice Victor
Odquist ’26, one of the editors of the 1926 Union Soot
and an advisor to the 1929 issue. The drawing portrays
a young woman clad in a bath towel rinsing out a
dress which, to her coy surprise, has become transpar-
ent—a different kind of “Union suit.”

Union Theological Seminary. The Union The-
ological Seminary, founded in New York City in 1836
as the New York Theological Seminary, is frequently
confused with Union College, but there has never been
any connection between the two institutions.

See also: MCAULEY, THOMAS.

Union University. Union College took the initia-
tive in founding Union University in 1872, and has re-
mained a part of the larger institution.



Precursors. The University had unsuccessful pre-
cursots in Albany and at Union College. In 1851, the
state legislature chartered the “University of Albany,”
which was intended to be composed of a law school as
well as “literary” (i.e., liberal arts) and scientific de-
partments. Supporters of the plan, including T.
Romeyn Beck 07 and geologist James Hall, envisioned
a national institution competitive with the chief uni-
versities of Europe.

The ALBANY LAW SCHOOL and the DUDLEY OB-
SERVATORY were promptly founded as parts of the uni-
versity, and sometime before 1869 the ALBANY
MEDICAL COLLEGE, which had been founded in 1839,
accepted an invitation to become the university’s “De-
partment of Medicine.” Both the Law School and the
Medical College numbered several Union College
alumni among their founders and eatly faculty mem-
bers. No undergraduate component to the University
of Albany materialized, however, and the institution
never functioned as a university. Eventually the med-
ical college and the observatory withdrew from the al-
liance.

President ELIPHALET NOTT had long dreamed of
expanding Union College into a university, “to furnish
the opportunity for that advanced study and attain-
ment which the growth of our Nation begins loudly to
demand.” Probably spurred by the developments in
Albany, the College annually announced, from 1852
through 1856, the imminent beginning of its own
graduate school. The school never materialized, nor
was the Nott Trust Deed of 1854 able, as Nott had in-
tended, to finance the transformation of the College
into a university (see NOTT TRUST FUND).

Nott’s dotage, the Civil War, and the College’s post-
war decline all precluded any further development of
the idea of a university until the administration
(1871-84) of ELIPHALET NOTT POTTER.

The Founding and Membership of Union Uni-
versity. As Nott’s grandson, Potter was expected to re-
store the College to its former position, and he
probably had Nott’s university aspirations in mind
when he brought about the creation of Union Univer-
sity in 1873. A more immediate consideration was the
fact that because the University of Albany had accom-
plished little, the Board of Regents was threatening to
quash its charter.

Union University was created by a series of actions
over a seven-month period; first, by a vote of the com-
bined boards of trustees of the Albany Medical Col-
lege, the Albany Law School and the Dudley
Observatory on November 30, 1872, followed by a
formal inauguration at the Albany Medical College
Commencement on December 23, 1872. At that time,
each member of Union College’s board had assented,
but the formal vote bringing the College into the Uni-
versity had to await the board’s next meeting on Janu-
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ary 28, 1873. The New York State Legislature char-
tered the University on April 10, 1873, and the four
institutions then entered into a final formal agreement
on June 12, 1873.

The boards stipulated that “Each [institution] will
remain under the direction of its own Board of
Trustees, and will retain its own corporate rights, pow-
ers and property.” The Board of Governors of the Uni-
versity, created by the charter, consequently has had
very limited power. That fact, and the lack of an aca-
demic graduate school (as distinct from professional
schools), have been the fundamental differences be-
tween Union University and most other universities.

The founders of the University contemplated even-
tually adding other institutions, and in the beginning
there was talk of making the Albany Academy the
University’s preparatory school. Immediately after the
University’s formation, the Troy Business College
briefly affiliated with it. The ALBANY COLLEGE OF
PHARMACY was founded in 1881 as a part of the Uni-
versity.

The Union University School of Nursing, found-
ed in 1944 in response to both a general shortage of
nurses and the Albany Hospital’s need for student
nurses (a need which could no longer be adequately
filled by the Russell Sage College nursing program), of-
fered a three-year BS in Nursing program in addition
to the more common diploma program. The degree
program, requiring two years of college work for ad-
mission, attracted few students and in 1955 the Uni-
versity severed its ties with the school. It survived for a
few more years as the Albany Medical Center School
of Nursing.

The geographical dispersion of the University was
a concern from the beginning; the Medical and Phar-
macy Colleges and the Law School, originally in
downtown Albany, were not brought into close prox-
imity on their present New Scotland Avenue sites until
1929 (Dudley Observatory had been in the neighbor-
hood since 1893). Potter reckoned in 1872 that Union
College was about thirty to forty minutes away from
the Albany branches by train; since the opening of the
New York State Thruway in the early 1950s, it has
been at the same distance by car. The 1895 campaign
to move Union College to Albany (see ALBANY (RE-
MOVAL TO)) was presented as a plan to unite the
University. Nevertheless, the institution’s physical
separation has always been a much smaller hindrance
to closer cooperation than the lack of a general gradu-
ate school.

Union College’s board resolved when the Univer-
sity was established that the members “mutual rela-
tions are to be adjusted as experience ripens, and
advantageous results are evidently dependent on fur-
ther development under the general conception of the
University idea.” They hoped, in short, that something
good would come of the affiliation, but they didnt
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know exactly what that might be. The history of the
University (as distinct from the histories of its con-
stituent parts, treated separately in this book) consists
almost entirely of discussions about its future, and
tentative—but often short-lived—movements toward
closer integration.

Union College as a Part of Union University. For
many years after 1872, the College loyally took every
opportunity to proclaim itself a branch of the Univer-
sity. From 1885 until 1931, an annual University cat-
alogue replaced the separate catalogues of the
constituent institutions; it presented the entire facul-
ty of all the schools in one list, as the “faculty of Union
University,” but then, acknowledging reality, listed
each faculty member again with his own institution.

Because Union College students liked the idea of
being part of a university, student publications em-
braced the relationship for a while. The Unrown Cot-
LEGE MAGAZINE, until its demise in 1875, and the
CONCORDIENSIS from 1877, tried from time to time to
be publications of the whole university, but few Albany
students contributed or subscribed. The GARNET made
some attempt to be the yearbook of the whole univer-
sity from 1890 through 1917. The Union University
Quarterly (1904-8), intended for alumni, planned to
publish news of the University and articles by Albany
faculty members, but it failed to attract much interest.

More successful, for a while, were efforts at social
integration. The College’s undergraduate banquet was
expanded in 1898 to be a University banquet, and in
1900 the Northeastern New York Alumni Association
began inviting University alumni to its meetings, but
the UNION UNIVERSITY CLUB, founded in New York
City in 1905, failed almost immediately.

A 1903 celebration honoring an Albany Law
School benefactor succeeded in drawing students and
faculty from all parts of the University, and four years
later University Day became an annual event at the
College. In 1909, special trolley cars brought more
than three hundred Albany students directly to Blue
Gate. After hearing speeches and lunching, attendees
marched through Schenectady accompanied by two
bands. The next year, a preliminary march through Al-
bany and a Union football game were added to the
program. The 1913 event, still attended by an esti-
mated three hundred Albany students, was apparent-
ly the last.

From at least 1897 until a student meeting voted in
January 1917 to forbid the practice, Union’s baseball,
football, basketball and track teams frequently includ-
ed members from the Albany branches. Some Albany
students also joined the musical clubs.

The Union University seal, used from shortly after
the University’s beginning, contains the motto “In
necessariis unitas, in dubiis libertas, in omnibus cari-
tas” (“In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in

all things, charity”), the letters chi rho (the first two let-
ters of Christ’s name in Greek), and the date 1873. A
version drawn by J. W. Dain *22 was adopted by the
Concordjiensis and first used December 23, 1919. The
University seal appears over the east door of BUTTER-
FIELD HALL, constructed in 1918.

The Role of the Chancellor. All Union College
presidents since 1873 have also been the titular heads
of Union University; the position was called “President
of Union University” through 1900, except for the
last year of Potter’s tenure, 1883, when he called him-
self “Chancellor.” That title was revived in 1901 and
has been used since. The chancellor sits ex officio on
the boards of trustees of the Albany Medical College,
the Albany Law School, the Albany College of Phar-
macy and Dudley Observatory, but his only formal au-
thority lies in the requirement that he must approve
the appointment of the heads of those institutions; this
vetting has always been construed as pro forma.

The role of the chancellor has not been entirely de-
fined by his formal powers, however. Most law, med-
ical and pharmacy schools belong to universities with
a strong central administration. Among the benefits
they derive from such a relationship is that the univer-
sity counters a natural tendency to function as mere
trade schools. Until recent decades, the heads of the Al-
bany professional schools were often men whose back-
grounds were entirely within their profession; their
experience and understanding of higher education was
typically less broad than that of the president of Union
College. As the schools came under pressure to liber-
alize their curricula, or generally to move in the same
direction that their less isolated university compeers
were moving, the chancellor was sometimes able to
function as the more experienced family member who
could offer confidential, friendly guidance. Chancel-
lors DixoN RYAN Fox and CARTER DAVIDSON, in par-
ticular, frequently provided aid and counsel on matters
of non-professional recruitment, curriculum, and ac-
creditation.

From a letter Fox wrote to the pharmacy college
dean when that school’s board unreasonably refused to
follow most of the nation’s other pharmacy colleges in
moving to a four-year BS course, we know that the
chancellor in those days also had a secret weapon he
might use when all else failed:

if recalcitrant trustees stood in the way of reform it is as you
know perfectly possible for the Chancellor to do as Dr.
Richmond did with the Medical College and the Law
School, namely, refuse to sign the diplomas. This would in-
volve the school in trouble with the State so deeply that ei-
ther reforms would be effected or else the school could not
get degree granting privileges.

We have no direct evidence of the occasions on
which Richmond, who served from 1909 to 1928,
wielded his big stick, but it may have been around



1911-14, when the law school and then the medical
college finally made the long-overdue change from
faculty ownership to trustee ownership. In another
episode, described in the article on the medical college,
Fox forced a change in that institution’s administrative
structure by threatening to recommend to Union Col-
lege’s board that they withdraw Union College from
the university. Earlier, Chancellor ANDREW V.V. Ray-
MOND had forced a reorganization of the law school’s
board of trustees and faculty in 1895, installing a new
and more effective dean.

From the founding of the University through
1882, the principal honorand at Union’s Commence-
ment was given the title “Chancellor of Union Uni-
versity.” Since then, the title “Honorary Chancellor of
Union University” has usually been substituted.

The Search for a Closer Relationship. The pos-
sibility of greater academic integration of the Univer-
sity has at least briefly attracted the attention of most
Union presidents since Potter. Addressing the Albany
College of Pharmacy in 1897, President Andrew V. V.
Raymond reportedly “spoke of the advantages of a
university training and urged a closer union between
the graduate departments at Albany and the college.”
In January 1911, the University Board of Governors
appointed a committee to consider means of bringing
the different departments of the University into clos-
er relations. One possibility mentioned was having a
common commencement.

A year later President Richmond urged in his mid-
winter report that

the time has come to so constitute the Board of Governors
of the University that they should have full power and con-
trol in all matters of general policy, the trustees of the var-
ious departments still retaining the control of internal
policy.... Such an organization would put us in a position
to take advantage of any new opportunities for expansion
which might come to us.

It is not known whether he had any specific “op-
portunities” in view, but the University board’s powers
were not enlarged, and opportunities for actual coop-
eration between the College and the Albany branches
remained rare.

Again in 1914, Union College’s trustees established
a committee to confer with committees of other insti-
tutions about ways to make what they called “a more
perfect union” between the branches.

From 1913 until 1934, the College made special
provision for students who wanted to take only a par-
tial undergraduate course before entering the Medical
College. More important, from 1898, Union allowed
students who desired a bachelor’s degree to substitute
their freshman year at Albany Medical College for
their senior year at Union, and still graduate with their
undergraduate class. The College discontinued that ac-
commodation in 1931, and in 1961 the faculty reject-
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ed proposals to reestablish it for both the Medical Col-
lege and the Law School. In 1974, however, the facul-
ty approved a six-year, two-degree joint program with
the Law School; in 1977, after several other under-
graduate institutions had done so, the faculty agreed to
a similar program with the Medical College (see PRE-
MEDICAL PROGRAMS).

When the Albany Medical College flirted with the
idea of leaving the University and forming an alliance
with RPI, Union president Dixon Ryan Fox confided
to trustee FRANK BAILEY in 1937:

I would be perfectly willing to see the present paper scheme
go along [i.e., the university to continue as it is], but I am
not willing to join in any movement which saddles Union
College with a responsibility to push the expensive project
of a graduate university, and without that no university is
anything but a name. I have faith in the destiny of the small
college and personally it would not embarrass me to have
us free from a so-called university which we have constant-
ly to explain.

In 1947, as a state commission studied the need for
a state university—a need that would eventually lead
to the great expansion of Albany’s New York State Col-
lege for Teachers as a part of the State University of
New York system—a nervous Board of Governors of
Union University gathered in a day-long session to dis-
cuss what they might do to create a “real university” in
the Capital District. Union president Carter Davidson
subsequently waxed enthusiastic in Union’s alumni
magazine, envisioning a “graduate school giving at
least the master’s degree,” a dental school, and perhaps
even a women's college in Schenectady:

The expansion of the university functions does not mean
the loss of the small college program. It should be thought
of rather as a means for making the contribution of Union
to American life even greater in the future than it has been
in the past. If this is a responsibility which rests upon us, we
must accept it. I feel sure that if Eliphalet Nott were alive
today, he would be the first to approve.

Nothing came of this talk, perhaps because the
creation of the State University system did not proceed
as quickly as anticipated. When the College’s Board of
Trustees discussed Union University in 1956, they
concluded that the principal direct advantages were to
the Albany schools, but that identification with these
schools was helpful to the College. Chairman WALTER
BAKER warned that establishing a graduate school
would cost twenty-five million dollars.

In 1958, the Medical College proposed that the
University formally establish a graduate school so that
diplomas from the PhD program the Medical College
had begun in 1956 could bear the name of the Uni-
versity, and in order to become eligible for certain fed-
eral funds. Early in 1959, College Physician Dr.
Myron Weaver, who also taught at the Medical Col-
lege, was named to the additional, unpaid position of
“Dean of the Union University Graduate School.” The
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College’s and the Medical College’s existing graduate
programs were placed under his nominal direction.
The Medical College awarded its first PhDs in 1959,
but following Weaver’s death in 1963 the two institu-
tions again assumed full responsibility for their own
graduate programs and the University’s “graduate
school” immediately disappeared.

Eatly in the administration of Davidson’s successor,
HAROLD C. MARTIN, however, the Board of Governors
again turned its attention to the issue of the Universi-
ty’s future, commissioning a study by the New York
consulting firm of Heald, Hobson and Associates. In
October 1966, the combined boards of all the branch-
es of the University met at the College (probably for
the first time ever) to discuss the report. Again, the
major concern was how to prevent the local private in-
stitutions from being overwhelmed by the State Uni-
versity. The consultants outlined three major
possibilities:

1) Union College and the Albany Medical College
could work closely together to develop existing
graduate programs and add new ones.

2) Local institutions, both public and private, could
develop joint graduate programs.

3) Union University, RPI, and other colleges might
develop a university structure operating in more or
less direct competition with the State University.

Committees of the various boards studied the re-
port, but the only significant resulting action was that
Union College’s Institute for Administration and Man-
agement (later GRADUATE MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE)
established a Health Studies Center in 1972/73. The
Center's MBA program in Health Systems Manage-
ment gave some courses in its early years at the Med-
ical College, the College of Pharmacy and the Law
School, but it soon became entirely 2 Union College
program.

As mentioned above, Union College launched its
six-year two-degree program with the Albany Law
School in 1974.

President THOMAS BONNER, who came to Union
College from the University of New Hampshire in
1974, advanced in 1976 his belief that, as “a compre-
hensive college in a university setting,” Union should
strengthen its association with Union University while
simultaneously pursuing more graduate programs.
(“Comprehensive” was the standard Carnegie Corpo-
ration classification for colleges with substantial mas-
ters degree programs, though many of Bonner’s critics
were not aware of that fact). Because his administra-
tion was soon overwhelmed by the opposition of fac-
ulty and students to his vision of the College’s future
and to his conduct in other matters, Bonner never
fully articulated the changes he advocated in the Col-
lege’s relation to the University. However, the College

faculty did agree in 1976 to join (effective 1977) the
other colleges which had established a six-year two-de-
gree joint program with the Medical College, later ex-
tended to seven years.

Since 1979/80, Union College’s Institute for Ad-
ministration and Management has offered a four-year
joint JD-MBA program with the Law School, and a
five-year BS/MS program in pharmacy and health sys-
tems management in cooperation with the College of
Pharmacy.

Effective January 1, 1990, former Albany Medical
College dean Robert Friedlander was appointed to the
new position of Vice Chancellor of Union University,
with an office at Union College and salary paid by the
four teaching components of the University. His re-
sponsibility was to “identify, facilitate and coordinate
activities of mutual benefit to the constituent units,”
but when he stepped down after about a year, the po-
sition disappeared.

The Albany Branches as Parts of the University.
The Albany branches of the University have some-
times found their proximity and formal relationship
useful, especially, for obvious reasons, the Medical
College and the College of Pharmacy. The Medical
College, however, has been handicapped in some ways
because it lacked the affiliation with a full-fledged uni-
versity enjoyed by most other medical colleges; in 1937
and again in 1949, it was prepared to withdraw from
Union University in order to form more advantageous
alliances. These opportunities proved illusory (see the
article on the Medical College), and, as mentioned
above, in 1959 the Medical College spurred the brief
establishment of a2 nominal Union University Gradu-
ate School, in order that its graduate degrees could be
issued in the name of Union University.

The Law School and the Medical College con-
structed a joint dormitory in 1968, and in January
1977 the University formed (at the initiative of Chan-
cellor Bonner) a Center for Health Care and Law,
under the direction of Barbara R. Grumet. Quartered
at the Medical College, but independent and reporting
directly to the chancellor, the Center was to promote
understanding between the law and medical profes-
sions, and to offer courses (but not degrees) to students
at any of the University branches. It closed after two
years.

Beginning in 1918, at the suggestion of Dean
Thomas Ordway, the Medical College degrees were
awarded at Union College’s COMMENCEMENT. The
Pharmacy College joined in 1929, and the Law School
made it a full university commencement in 1936.
When the Second World War altered Union College’s
calendar in 1943 the Albany branches resumed hold-
ing their own commencements, and after the war they
sent only a token “deputation” to the university com-
mencement in Schenectady.



Seeking to streamline the ever-lengthening cere-
mony, the College Board of Trustees suggested in 1960
that the Albany branches cease sending deputations,
and after 1961 Commencement once again became a
College affair exclusively.

Through most of its history, Dudley Observatory,
as a non-teaching institution, had little occasion to in-
teract with the other branches of the University. In
1956, Union College physics professor CURTIS L.
HEMENWAY was named Director of the Observatory,
continuing in both positions until 1964, when he
changed his status at Union to research professor.

In 1960, the Observatory began to reccive research
grants from NASA. These climbed from about
$30,000 in that year to a peak of $1,300,000 in 1972,
and then fell off rapidly in the next few years. To un-
dertake the research, Dudley established a working re-
lationship with the astronomy department of the State
University of New York at Albany; that relationship
ended when NASA funding dried up and SUNYA
abolished its astronomy department. In 1978, the
much-diminished Observatory moved to Schenectady
and established some ties with the Coliege.

The University’s centennial was observed only by a
concert at the Saratoga Performing Arts Center, and, at
Union College, by the groundbreaking ceremonies for
the addition to Schaffer Library in 1973.

Union University Club. In late 1905 New York
City alumni of the branches of Union University
founded a Union University Club there and elected
John A. Cutter, Albany Medical College ’86, as presi-
dent. Members hoped to establish a permanent club
house, and librarian Samuel Marsh *68 began gather-
ing books relating to Union’s history, but nothing is
recorded of the club after mid-1906.

Union Views. A tabloid student publication de-
scribing itself as an investigative news-magazine,
Union Views began May 5, 1980, and published twice
a term until ceasing May 4, 1982. Carrying out its in-
tention to provide more “in depth coverage of major
campus issues” than the CONCORDIENSIS, Union Views
made a valuable contribution to debate on several
issues.

Union Worthies. The term “Union Worthies” was
apparently coined by CHARLES WALDRON "06; writing
in the 1928 Union Alumni Monthly, he applied it to the
charcoal drawings of faculty members and others that
now hang in the balcony of Memorial Chapel. Perhaps
at Waldron’s suggestion, the name was later given to a
series of pamphlets on twenty-three famous persons
connected with the College.

The first of the pamphlets, devoted to Lewis Henry
Morgan 40, issued from a symposium held at the
College on the occasion of the hanging of Morgan’s
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portrait. Professor HAROLD A. LARRABEE suggested
that it inaugurate a series, a proposal President CARTER
DAVIDSON adopted shortly after his arrival. Alfred
Knopf’s head of production, Sidney Jacobs, created the
attractive design used for all twenty-three pamphlets.

Union Worthies pamphlets appeared annually
from 1946 until 1968, reprinting the two or three ad-
dresses given at FOUNDERS’ DAY ceremonies. Typical-
ly, the addresses focused on the subject’s connection
with the College (often omitted in later years), on his
life, and on the field in which he worked. A brief bib-
liography was added. The biographical addresses were
sometimes the product of original research but more
often the result of a quick and not-necessarily-critical
survey of the existing literature.

The series ended when Founders’ Day ceased to
honor individuals, a change made in response to the
steady diminution in the audiences. Lack of interest
was often accounted for by the supposition that the
supply of truly worthy “Worthies” had been exhaust-
ed (Professor FREDERICK BRONNER proposed a gallery
of “Unworthies,” starring Henry Rathbone ’57 and
Philip Spencer *43), but in retrospect it seems clear that
the temper of the times was becoming hostile to the
notion of worthiness.

For those who can use one, twenty-three heads
make a manageable pantheon, but the article on
ALUMNI, DISTINGUISHED may suggest that the number
of lives of high achievement or interest associated with
Union College is rather larger.

Union Worthies:

1) Lewis Henry Morgan, by Leslie A. White, Arthur C.
Parker and Bernhard J. Stern. 1946.

2) LAURENS PERSEUS HICKOK, by Harold A. Larrabee, Her-
bert W. Schneider and Julius Seelye Bixler. 1947.

3) Chester Alan Arthur, by Frederick Lidell Bronner, George
Frederick Howe and Hiram C. Todd. 1948.

4) Squire Whipple, by MORTIMER F. SAYRE, Shortridge
Hardesty and Carl B. Jansen. 1949.

5) T. Romeyn Beck, by J. Lewi Donhauser, Frances E
Schwentker and George Packer Berry. 1950.

6) William Henry Seward, by DouGLAs W. CAMPBELL,
Dexter Perkins and Philip C. Jessup. 1951.

7) Seaman A. Knapp, by D. RICHARD WEEKS, Henry B.
Arthur and Benjamin Fine. 1952.

8) Fitz Hugh Ludlow, by Carl Niemeyer, Morris Bishop and
Van Wyck Brooks. 1953.

9) ELipHALET NoOTT, by Codman Hislop and Henry M.
Writson. 1954.

10) John Bigelow, by JosEPH D. DOTY, Margaret Clapp and
L. Quincy Mumford. 1955.

11) Tavrer LEwis, by Harold W. Blodgett, Joseph L. Blau
and Clinton Rossiter. 1956.

12) William James Stillman, by JOHN M. BRADBURY, Edgar
P. Richardson and James J. Rorimer. 1957.




762  UNION WORTHIES

13) FERDINAND RUDOLPH HASSLER, by EDWARD S.C.
SMITH, H. Arnold Karo and Laurence M. Gould. 1958.

14) Gideon Hawley, by C. William Huntley, Lloyd S.
Michael and John E Brosnan. 1959.

15) Sheldon Jackson, by Willard E. Rice, M. Everett Fuller
and Edward L. Bartlett. 1960.

16) Robert Augustus Toombs, by Fred Carrington Cole and
Colgate W. Darden Jr. 1961.

17) Henry Wager Halleck, by David S. Sparks and General
J. Lawton Collins. 1962.

18) Henry James Sr., by Harold A. Larrabee and Leon Edel.
1963.

19) Josern RAMEE, by Christopher Tunnard and Russell
Lynes. 1964.

20) CHARLES PROTEUS STEINMETZ, by Harold W. Bibber
and Clarence H. Linder. 1965.

21) Robert Porter Patterson, by Manfred Jonas and Louis
Morton. 1966.

22) Henry Philip Tappan, by Harlan H. Hatcher and Ken-
neth T. Doran. 1967.

23) Edward Bellamy, by Daniel Aaron and Harry Levin.
1968.

Unionaires. The Unionaires, “an informal [singing]
group whose members include[d] professors, mainte-
nance workers, office staff and even administrators,”
but excluded undergraduates, was founded in the
spring of 1986 and lasted a year or two.

Unionian (The). The series of annuals published by
the sophomore class from 1854 to 1871 was titled 7he
Unionian in 1860 and again from 1863 until it ended in
1871.The 1861 and 1862 issues were titled The Union
Annual and The Union Resume. Issues for 1867, 1868
and 1870 are not extant; only the volume number of
later issues testifies to their former existence.

Originally a four-page tabloid which served as a
kind of yearbook, listing memberships in societies and
recipients of awards, The Unionian appeared each year
in May, June or July. In 1865, for reasons not ex-
plained, issues were published in both June and July.
By 1866 the annual had begun to include some liter-
ary content; by 1869, increased to eight pages, it car-
ried literary essays, satires, poetry, and reports of
alumni meetings.

See also: SOPHOMORE INDEPENDENT; UNION MEER-
SCHAUM.

Union’s Real Estate Corporation. In 1945,
Treasurer FRANK BAILEY conceived and executed the
first of two imaginative real estate transactions which
he predicted would ensure Union’s financial security
into the twenty-first century. The scheme would in fact
have been extremely lucrative if 2 1950 change in the
tax laws had not forced its abandonment.

For the first of the two transactions, the College es-
tablished a holding company named “Union’s Real
Estate Corporation,” which purchased, for about
$17,000,000, the land and buildings of Allied Stores,
a department store chain with locations in seven cities.
The College invested only $25,000 of its own money,
financing most of the purchase with a $12,000,000
mortgage on the real estate, held by the Prudential Life
Insurance Co., and a seven year loan from the Guar-
antee Trust Co. (see WALTER C. BAKER).

The holding company then leased the property
back to Allied Stores for thirty years, with rent pay-
ments structured to cover all debt payments and real
estate taxes; in its last decade, the arrangement would
yield the College at least $1,000,000 in additional in-
come. After thirty years, the College would own the
property.

In late 1947 or early 1948, Bailey put together a
second, similar, scheme, in which another holding
company, “Union’s Holding Corporation,” purchased
for about $8,500,000 (of which the College invested
only $1,000), the real estate of the Abraham and
Strauss department store in Brooklyn.

Not all of the relevant details of these transactions
are known—there were, for example, three unnamed
individuals without whom, Bailey said, the first deal
could not have been consummated, and for whom
provision was made to share in Union’s profits. Nor
does the record reveal which of several possible finan-
cial situations made the proposition attractive to the
stores; apparently Allied Stores soon came to regret
their deal.

Bailey’s characteristically personal business meth-
ods aside, the essence of the schemes—which quickly
caused them to be imitated by other colleges and uni-
versities—was that educational institutions, whose in-
come was untaxed, were able to offer more attractive
sale-and-lease-back terms than were possible for a
taxed business. (Contrary to a widespread misconcep-
tion, the College’s ownership of the property did not
alter the property’s liability to local taxes.)

When other colleges and universities began (in
Bailey’s words) “getting into the macaroni and piston
ring business,” Congress closed this loophole—testi-
mony by President CARTER DAVIDSON and others
nowwithstanding—and the 1950 Tax Act taxed income
of educational institutions produced with borrowed
money.

A much-disheartened Frank Bailey managed in
early 1951 to negotiate a reversal of the transactions; he
sold the mortgages to the department stores, “took
care of” the anonymous facilitators, and brought
Union out of its real estate venture with a profit of
about $450,000.

University Students. In 1796, the trustees ap-
proved the granting of a “certificate of progress” to stu-



dents who did not wish to be degree candidates. There
is no record of how many students earned this certifi-
cate or how long it was offered.

In a circular dated March 1852 and entitled
“Union College. Civil Engineering Department,”
ALEXANDER HOLLAND wrote:

The course of Civil Engineeting is 2 department of the
“University course” of the College (a system established in
itin 1832, and more fully developed in 1849) by which stu-
dents, not candidates for the regular Bachelor’s degree, are
allowed to pursue such studies as they are qualified for and
may desire, purely scientific, practical, classical, or other-
wise, provided they attend at least three recitations daily,
and conform in all other respects to the laws of College. On
leaving, they receive a certificate of the studies which they
have pursued, and of the progress which they have made.

The 1859 laws of the College provided for “Uni-
versity Students.” The term had no reference to Union
University, which did not yet exist. Such students were
later called “eclectic students” or “students of the par-
tial course.”

See also: EVENING DIVISION.

Upperclass Walk. The path from Bailey Hall to Psi
Upsilon was probably named “Upperclass Walk” by
the Sophomore Discipline Committee, which on April
8, 1946, added the walk to the list of places forbidden
to freshmen (see HAZING AND CLASS FIGHTS).
Passing near the IDOL, Upperclass Walk was itself
frequently painted with fraternity symbols. A variant
name, “Senior Walk,” was used as late as 1958, but the
notion that the walk was restricted had disappeared
long before the path was obliterated in 1961 by con-
struction of a parking lot behind Schaffer Library.

Upsilon Pi Epsilon (Theta chapter). A na-
tional honor society in computer science, Upsilon Pi
Epsilon has had a chapter at Union since November
10, 1989.

Upward Bound Program. A group of pilot proj-
ects funded in 1965 by the federal Office of Econom-
ic Opportunity led in 1967 to the national Upward
Bound program, administered since 1969 by the Of-
fice of Education.

On October 28, 1966, Union’s Board of Trustees
voted to participate, making the College one of sever-
al hundred initial host institutions. Union offered a
summer program for Amsterdam, Troy and Schenec-
tady high school students “with potential college abil-
ity who have been handicapped by economic, cultural
or educational circumstances.” The program consisted
of a six-week summer course during which students
who had completed the tenth or eleventh grade lived
in the College dormitories and took courses with high
school teachers and Union College faculty members.
Later, the program was extended to Saturdays during
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the academic year. Some Upward Bound students
eventually matriculated at Union, but the program
was intended to prepare students for college generally.

During the summer of 1969, the students and staff
of Upward Bound published five issues of the Concor-
diensis, and the creative writing course published an an-
thology titled What5 so orange about 2 o’clock?? Another
anthology, From out of the blue, appeared in 1973.

The program offices were in Bailey Hall (1967/68),
North College (1968/69), Webster House (1969-71)
and Stoller Hall (1971-76).

Although the federal Upward Bound program con-
tinues, Union ceased participating at the end of 1975/
76, after its grant was terminated in a federal budget
cutback.

The Directors of Upward Bound were: 1967-69:
John Terry; 1969-70: Peter M. Crawford; 1971: Mar-
tin Abramowitz; 1971-73: Mary A. Hannon; 1973-
75: J. Anthony Sharp; 1975/76: Lynn Gilmore.

See also: ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM.

Van Den Heuvel, Cornelius Willem (circa
1760—April 1799). Professor of Natural Philosophy
and Astronomy, 1798-99.

A native of Vlaardingen in the Netherlands, where
his father, a wealthy merchant, had been burgomaster,
Cornelius Van Den Heuvel studied medicine at Leiden
University. Between completing his residence at the
university and receiving his doctoral degree, Van Den
Heuvel studied in London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Paris,
and Vienna. Accompanied by a friend, he also toured
Switzerland on foot, collecting plants and visiting
learned men.

Back at Leiden in 1787, he published and defend-
ed his dissertation, a large and ambitious attempt at a
new classification of diseases (7entamen nosologicum;
sistens morborum a vitio vis vitalis divisionem...). The
Netherlands was in a period of political strife, howev-
et, and Van Den Heuvel’s republican sympathies made
it necessary for him to emigrate to France in the same
year. Three years later, he followed two friends to
America.

After a period of further botanizing in the vicinity
of Baltimore (doubtless with a pharmaceutical mo-
tive), he settled in New Jersey, but about a year later he
moved to Schenectady. He entered there into a busi-
ness with Dirck Van Ingen which is variously said to
have been a medical partnership or an apocathary
shop; the two professions were in fact not very distinct
at that time, but Van Ingen was a businessman, not a
physician.

Van Ingen became the treasurer of Union College
in 1797, and the following year the board hired Van
Den Heuvel as Professor of Natural Philosophy and
Astronomy. Student notes survive for his lectures on
both subjects, and they suggest that, in the field of

physics at least, Van Den Heuvel was more up-to-date




