
Lagos, Nigeria. The largest city in West Africa. It has changed so much
 since I visited as a child. There is a lot more infrastructure, better roads,

 more Diversity, more technology centres and new global Prospects. 

 I’m from 
Jigawa state

where hausa and Fulani 
Muslim Herders live.

 I left for Lagos in search 
of a better  Opportunity. I want to help out 

my Family and my country so that we can prosper.
 These aspirations aren’t unique,

and is what others strive towards Worldwide. 
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I’m currently learning about 
our recent investors from
 China. There is something 

about the relationship that I 
thought needed closer
examination. Like Many
Nigerians, I am deeply 
concerned That this

 relationship is 
neocolonial. cHINA ISN’T 
SIMPLY HERE TO HELP US

LIKE THEY TELL US.
tHEY ARE LOOKING OUT FOR
THEIR OWN INTERESTS, BUT

PACKAGE IT AS A 
“WIN-WIN” SOLUTION. 

(oDEH 150)

ChinaTown, Lagos, Nigeria 

My name is Aicha...
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those earrings
 are nice...

4,000 
nairas! 

6,000 
Nairas! 

Damn...

HEY! pLEASE TAKE
ME TO yaba! 

WHistles  

Of course, Nigeria and 
other African countries 

have a history of 
colonization that has
left them vulnerable

to neocolonialism. China 
could be the next 

superpower in the next few 
decades and has the auhtority to
 take advantage of my country’s 

mis-organization and lack of 
transparency.
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I always listen to podcast or the news
to assess the situation.

After niGERIA WAS
LARGELY CUT OFF FROM WEstern aid
during sani abacha’s 1993-1998
military dictatorship, Nigeria 
adopted a “Look East” foreign

policy similar to Robert Mugabe’s
current strategy in Zimambwe.

 (Ramani 2016)

This mutual support contributed greatly to nigeria’s  successful 
request for chinese military assistance in its struggle 

against insurgenices in the oil-rich 
Niger dELTA. (rAMANI 2016)
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aS THE unITED STATES  AND OTHER  Western 
countries have refained from overtly

supporting Nigeria’s counter insurgency
 efforts, china has filled the void by 

supplying military technology And sending 
military trainers to assist Nigerian forces. 

(rAMANI 2016) 

... Hello? Can I help you
officer ?  

.... not this again...
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These actions reaffirmed 
the Nigeria-cHINA alLIANCE...

...AND HAVE CONTRIBUTED GREATLY
TO nigerian political 

elites’ piositive perceptions  of China
(Ramani 2016)

Corruption is happenign here
because of our poor institutiions.
But, does that means its right 

for the Chinese government to exploit this?

3,000
nairas...  

Sigh  
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Aicha’s Apartment 

tHIS JUST IN...
President Muhammadu 

Bihari secures 
a currency

 deal with China. 

They announced
that they will 

conduct a currency
swap amounting

to nearly 2.4
billion.

This means
trade will be less

reliant on
the US dollar. 

(cnn)

Wow... the us won’t 
be happy about this...
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Brr-ing  

Brr-ing  Hello?

Oh Hi papa! 
How are you?

The deal aims to 
facilitate

bilateral Trade 
and direct 

investments...

Safeguarding 
financial 

markey stability in
 both countries 

(cnn)

WHAT!
yOUR KIDDING?! dAMN IT!
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i’LL BE THERE 
IN A FEW 

DAYS...

Wha-Papa?!

Eh Allah...

bECAUSE! 
I-I Need 

to be there....

We can do 
something 
about this...

?  
?  

?  
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unIVERSITY OF lagos 

I’m currently majoring in 
international relations. Our officials

don’t know what they are doing.
tHEY HAVE LITTLE CLUE how

 to fight against foreign powers.
Maybe I’ll be a part of a new regime

and turn things around. 

China is a major 
financier 

of large  projects 
in Nigeria. 

These include the $874 
million, 187km Abuja-Kaduna 

rail ,the $1.2 billion,
 312km Lagos-

iBADAN EXPRESSWAY,  
THE $1.1 BILLION KANO-kADUNA 

RAILWAY 
LINES AND THE $600 AIRPORT 

TERMINALS IN abUJA,
Lagos, Port Harcourt, 

and kano. 
(Oshodi, 2020)
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But I can’t concentrate ....

Nigerians living near the railway were less likely
 than those farther away to express a favorable view of China. 

However, approval of China among those nearby 
rebounded to levels  more in line with other 

Nigerians after the railway’s completion. 

Nigerians living within 
150 kilometers (93 miles)
of the project expressed 

a positive view toward China. 
That  share increased to an

 average of 71% across 
the four years after the

 project’s completion in 2016.
(oshodi 2020) 

The Center’s 2019 survey found that sizable majorities of 
Nigerians expressed positive views toward 

China on a variety of economic issues: 83% said
 China’s growing economy is a good

 thing for their country, while a comparable share (82%)
 said Chinese investment is a good thing

 because it creates jobs in their country. In both cases, 
these shares were the highest out of the 11 emerging economies

 surveyed by the Center in 2019. (Quinn, 2020) 

11



What do you 
guys think?

Psss
t  

Do you want to
get lunch 
together?

Nod  

kELECHI?
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tHAT IS MY FRIEND, kWESI. 
hE IS FROM gHANA.

i like him. he is a smart guy.



So...... 

Your awfully
 quiet today... Yea... my dad told 

me horrible news...

Want to talk 
about it?

no... 
its alot.

Sigh  
ugh

just spit
it out..
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Alright,
alright..

So the Chinese 
are buying up all 

the land in Jigawa 
and now my 

family is
 forced to leave our 

land. 
(page, 2018)

yes, they are 
compensating us. 

but where 
will we go? 

My family has lived
off that 

 land forever.

oh my 
goodness

that’s 
terrible...

Yea, I know...

It is really 
fascinating 

what they are 
doing. We might 

be speaking
 Chinese sooner

 than we 
thought! 

  ...do you think this is 
neocolonialism all over again? 
I can’t help but think that’s a

possibility here and
  it boils my blood. 

It’s hits too close to home...

We already 
speak English!
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So, I’ve been looking at this closely because there 
are a lot of new Chinese migrants coming to Ghana. 

My dad is a construction worker and he hasn’t been able to 
get a job with a Ghanian-owned or African construction 

company. The Bui Dam was such a huge project and they could have 
employed Africans for it. but the Chinese employed six hundred of 
their workers to build it. The Chinese mostly hired their own and
 the Ghanians who got hired were unskilled labor. (French 199) 

So, there is very little passage of industry knowledge.
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My dad and uncles have said that their Chinese bosses are 
really tough. they pay low for the long hours and 

dangerous conditions they endure. (French 45) They 
do not have the same gear the other

Chinese workers have. (French 53,56,65,84). 

Have you heard about the case in Zambia? 
In 2003, the Chinese companies 
faced complaints about labor 

abuses, particularly low pay, poor 
safety conditions and union busting. 

there was ALSO a blast that 
killed nearly fifty Zambian workers, 

making it the biggest industrial 
disaster in the country’s history! 

Chinese managers 
were reportedly seen fleeing for 
cover moments before the blast 

and didn’t even bother 
to warn the Zambian employees.

 (French 62, HRW 2011)
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In Senegal Namibia, Malawi, and Tanzania, 
protests by merchants have broken 

out due to the amount of Chinese traders. 
(French, 2014; 12; Cisse, 2013 ) 

Also, casual racism happens 
regularly between both parties. 

(French 2014;
15, 34, 55, 74, 79) 
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Specifically in Nigeria, 
between 1985 and 2010, Nigeria’s

 textile industry lost roughly 180,000 jobs. 
The Nigerian government failed to curb imports 

of substandard Chinese-manufactured 
goods, and Nigerian merchants trading with 

China operate at a disadvantage relative 
To their international counterparts.

(Page, 2018; 17) 
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the trade deficit stood at N6.83 trillion (which exchanges for about
 $17.5 billion today) in favour of China. This affirms 

that China benefits more at the moment. 
it is estimated that  total trade between

 both countries between  2015 and 2018 was about $49 billion
An estimate puts the current cost of Chinese projects 

at $47 billion. Many of these are financed by Chinese loans. 
It will be difficult for a country that 

relies so much on China to take action against Beijing.
(Oshodi, 2020) 

And there are ways the Chinese government are 
using their economic stance to control

 Nigeria for its own interests.  What we heard 
in class, like the multiple Infrastructure projects they 

are doing can make us dependent on THEM
. It is true there is an unequal relationship 

going on between China and Nigeria, or even other 
African countries.  
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But Nigeria isn’t completely 
helpless. It can’t solely 

be China’s fault. 
thE niGERIAN government 

is just poor 
and doesn’t care.

It doesn’t change 
the fact that 

China is exploiting 
the conditions 
prevalent in 
our country. 

We live in a capitalist 
world-system.

“We live in a capitalist
 world-system.”

Hey… you mock me now,
 but it's true.

…. Anyways, 
at the same time that 

China may be exploiting our 
conditions, they are 

helping Africa 
in plenty of ways.  

It isn't fair to compare
 China to the Goliath that 

is European
 hegemony.
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And yes, it is true that our world is changing and more and 
more China is becoming more involved in our business, But we have 

France, the United States, and the United Kingdom to worry about still . 
They still have more investment in Africa than China does. 

They are still milking our resources. 

The growth of Chinese FDI in Africa is real: it increased 46  percent per year, 
on average, from 2000 to 2010. From  a stock of $56 million in 1996, Chinese FDI in Africa 

rocketed to $3.2 billion in 2011, with an accumulated stock total of $16.24 billion by 2012. 
But China’s FDI stock in Africa represents only 3.82 percent of the country’s 

total outward FDI stock. China accounted for  only 4 percent of FDI flowing to 
Africa by the end of 2011, according to a World Bank report. A 2013 report from the

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) ranked China the sixth- 
largest source of investment in Africa by accumulated  stock (behind France, 

the United States, the United Kingdom,  Malaysia, and South Africa, in that order), and
 fourth by flow (behind France, the United States,

 and Malaysia,in that order) at the end of 2011. ( French 2014; 2)
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Which means, 
we need to have more self-determination. 

The more investors, especially with our 
wonky political and economic institutions,

 the more outside people are
going to dictate our actions for us. 

We need investors. There must be some 
level of responsibility coming from us too!

 Our government could do way more.
Kwadwo Tutu, senior economist at the Institute of 

Economic Affairs, an independent Ghanaian think tank.
 He said that countries are like businesses.

 

“They are in business
 for themselves, 
and like many 
businesspeople,

 they will try to cheat you if 
you don’t enforce your own rules 

and regulations.
 For African countries, 

the only safeguard is to try 
to negotiate  advantageous 

conditions for oneself.” 
(French 2014; 189)

Investment packages were often predominantly 
drawn up by the Chinese, who surveyed their own country’s

firms in advance to see who is interested in bidding
 from which pieces of the action.  (French 189)

I think we need to apply more pressure to 
the nigerian government, demanding adequate

action as it is their responsibility to help its citizens and 
not the Chinese.

That is so true that our 
government does need

to take a front seat approach 
in order for us to develop. But

we should demand clean
investors. 

but I’m still not convinced 
that chINA IS HELPING US MORE 

THAN HURTING US.
Anyways.. I have to

 get going. Thank you
for lunch and talking 

to me abouT this...
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Jigawa, Nigeria

A few days later, I traveled back home. I needed to see for myself 
the human side of doing  business with China firsthanD AND
 To make sure my family is okay. Kwesi is smart. He is right 

and had a fair assessment of the situation.
 But I can’t ignore the effects of doing business with a 

growing global super power when we clearly don’t have a government 
in place that is looking OUT for our best interests.

Majority of Nigerians are still poor, while our government figures 
are rich. There's always new buildings, but not new initiatives

 for even basic water irrigation and shelter in the countryside.. And even 
with the multitude of Chinese companies coming here, our roads are still bad 

because they make it cheap (fRENCH 2014; 81, 85; pAGE 2018), 
there is still a lot of unemployment, let alone the  

displacement  that is making the ethnic conflict in the countryside worse. (pAGE 2018)
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It’s so much more beautiful here than the city
 But not much is up here...

The Chinese want this land 
and the government 

is about to give it to them… 
They have been wreaking havoc 

EVER SINCE THEY
STEP FOOT IN nigeria! Yes, but I heard they are

helping Us economically. 
Plus, they give us jobs!

Shut Up Usman

wHAT?! 
i NEED A JOB...
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Maybe so but in this case we need to do something. We
 need to all come together. A lot of ethnic conflict has 

happened here but we need to organize and show solidarity so
 the government can take us seriously. We need to spread 

awareness and protesting is one way. 
I will tell my friend at school to write an article about it.

 It is important to do something, anything.
 If no one is talking about it then nothing will change.!

Protests don’t work…

tHAT’S WHAT i TOLD HER 
ON THE PHONE 

before she got here..

wE AREN’T ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS wHO
believe PROTESTS ARE THE ANSWERS

TO OUR PROBLEMS!

25



hehe, your a crazy
girl you know that?

 Hilarious...

Chuckle  

 My family, while concerned, were doubtful
 about the government stepping up.

 I agree. But it is important 
to make noise about what is happening..

I let everyone in my community know 
that we are staging a protesT

 against the Chinese CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY that is 

displacing my family and hundreds 
of other people in my area..

And.... Send

I handed out
flyers

Here
you
go! 

Please
come!

I talked to my friends,
who talked to their

friends...

Did you 
hear about
the Protest 
Thursday? 

 If the people in Zambia WHO 
protested against

 the Chinese companies IN
2017 and 

their less than stellar 
conditions and got 

compensated 
with more pay,

 the same thing can
 happen in Nigeria. 
I am positive of that.

Yep.. 
are you 
going?

Chuckle  

Chuckle  
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Day of Protest...

This is our land!
 Our government won’t 

protect us,
our investors don’t 
have our interests

 in mind. So it's up to us, 
the people, 

to say something
 about the conditions 

we are 
meant with ! 

All they can give 
us is money 

in exchange for the place 
where we have been

 for centuries! 
We don’t like each other 

normally, but it says
 something that we 

stand side by side TODAY
 and push a common

 enemy away. 

to force a 
common enemy 

to do the right thing, 
even if they are supposed

 to be there for us
 anyway.
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LETS MAKE NOISE! 

roar  

lET’S CHANT OUR 
HEARTS OUT!

fOR OUR LAND. 
fOR jigawa.
For nigeria!

to be continued…

Clap CLAP  

roar  
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