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Appendix C

Interview with Manna Jo Green, Clearwater’s Environmental Action Director and
point person on PCBs in the Hudson River conducted via phone on March 7, 2016.

Q: What do you feel is the main goal of Clearwater?

A: If I can share the message of the importance of environmental protection and
restoration of the Hudson and pay it forward, then it is not just sitting on a shelf. It
becomes living history. The more that people know about it, the more likely it is that
we will be able to get more cleanup.

Q: What are Clearwater’s strengths?

A: Clearwater addresses all issues that affect the Hudson River. There are dozens that
we work on, but the two main ones have been PCBs and trying to close Indian Point
before a nuclear disaster occurs. Our strong point is grassroots organizing. In last 2
years of remediation [for GE’s dredging], other organizations did legal research while
Clearwater helped organize teams to talk to 70 municipalities who signed call for GE
to negotiate more voluntary cleanup, dozens of editorials calling for more robust
cleanup. This was very effective, but it didn’t happen. We organize and educate
people, and rely on sister organizations that have legal staff to focus on litigation.

Q: In your opinion, what is the biggest problem that exists when it comes to the
cleanup of the Hudson?

A: Unfortunately, the biggest problem that is in order to get a robust cleanup, the law
is not on our side. With the cleanup of PCBs, 136 acres outside the delineation area
still needed dredging. However, they were not marked as hot spots and therefore were
not required to be touched. There is also a debate between agencies. With PCBs,
Clearwater was unable to convince EPA that there was no need to do more than the
basic dredge area. Therefore, dredging “finished” incompletely, which was very
frustrating after working on it for 15 years.

Q: What would you say has been a success when it comes to PCB removal?
A: The river is much cleaner, but only around 60-70% of what we would have hoped

for. The dredging gets a passing grade, but just barely. However, we are much better
off than in EPA had not required GE to clean at all.
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