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Of First Preshy

When Dr. John R, Howard,
president of Lewis-Clark Col-
lege, Portland, delivers a union
i sgiving message Wednes-

day-might at 7:30 at the Lewiston

High School auditorium, he will

be reviving a historical connec-

tion between the city of Lewis-
. | ton and the Oregon school. The
service will be sponsored by the

Lewiston - Ministerial Ass'n,

The first president of Albany

the Rev. William J. Monteith,
L. Monteith also founded Lew-.
st Protestant church

(the Presbyterian) in 1873,
Unlike most of his counter-
parts in the religious activity
of the Pacific Northwest in the
1800s, Mr. Monteith was an el-
derly man before he‘ moved
west. When he joined his broth-
ers, Thomas and Walter, at Al-
bany, Ore., in 1865, he was 64
years old, and had a long his-
tory of Christian service behind
. | S i
| _He was born at Broadalbin,
N.Y. June 16, 1801 He was
graduated from.gn_loi%fgugwg_
New York State 0 and at-
ﬂ!ﬂﬂé‘%c-e%n Theological
Seminar from 1832 to 1835, Aft-
er his marriage to the former
Margaret Foote Oct.” 14, 1835,
he served as a pastor at Port
William, Ky., Mayfield, N. Y.,
and Genesee, Wis. He was a
professor at Carroll College,
Waukesha, Wis., from 1856 to
1858, and organized the Pres-
byterian Church at Ottowa, Wis.,
in 1864,
Mr, Monteith came west by
‘| way of the Isthmus of Panama.
His two brothers had founded |
‘| and platted the town of Albany,
.| using the last five letters of|

ewiston, ’72-74 ; d. apwaj;Adaho Terr., Aug.
A/Mr//ﬁwLW RSN ?

EITH, 1830, of Mayfield, N,y

Mﬁ'he Rev. Willia
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m J. Monteith Was Founder
terian Church At Lewiston

’ | | their home town of Broadalbin, |

Iwas named as first president. He

;-)Z‘%

1876.

*» Was a member of

the Thilomathp
(Died: 1876) f

These notices continued until
11873, when an item said:

“The Rev, W, J. Monteith has
organized a Preshyterian
Church in this town, This js the
first Protestant church organiz-
ed in northern Idaho and the
first Presbyterian Church in the
Territory of Idaho.”

The Presbytery of Oregon met
for its first, and only, meeting
within the boundaries of Idaho,
at Lapwai in May, 1873. The
minutes noted:

“The Rev. W. J, Monteith an-
nounced that he had organized
on March 14, 1873, the Preshy-
terian Church at Lewiston, Ida-
ho Ty, consisting of eight mem-
bers, which was accordingly re-
ceived and ordered to be en-
rolled as the first Preshyterian
Church of Lewiston.”

The indefatigable Mr,
teith was 69 at the time.

The same meeting of the Ore-
gon Preshytery authorized Mr.
Monteith, Mr. Spalding and the

N.Y., to form the name, Thom- |
as and Walter donated the |
land for a proposed college and
with the Rev. Dr. Edward R,
Geary founded the Albany Col-
legiate Institute, Mr. Monteith ‘ Mon-
also founded the Presbyterian
Church at Albany and served
as its pastor. The college was |

moved to Portland about 40’ Rev. George Ainslie to organ-
years ago, and later remamed

! ize an Indian mission at Lap-
Lewis-Clark  College, 1 | wai into a_ full-fledged chureh,
Admitted To Presbytery | Mr. Monteith, Mr, Ainslie and

Mr. Monteith was admitted Chief Lawyer of the Nez P crces
to the Preshytery of Oregon Jan, |Wwere authorized to organize
16, 1866, after passing an oral |the Indian Mission at Kamiah

into a church,

No Church Erected
No chureh building was

examination in church govern-
ment, didactic and polemic
theology and experimental reli-
gion, He was named modera- erected for the Lewiston church.
tor of the Oregon Preshytery | Mr. Monteith preached either in
June 27, 1867, and was present the school or courthouse, In
July 24, 1868, when the Rev. 1876, he was appointed to con-
Henry Harmon Spalding, who vene the representatives of the
founded the first mission among Preshyterian churches of Idahe
the Nez Perce Indians in 1836, |to form the Presbytery of Ida-
was received into membership. 'ho. He Was asked to0 preach
On Dec. 24, 1868, he was |the opening sermon,
named commissioner from Ore- But before this was accom-
gon to the General Assembly of plished, Mr, Monteith died at
the Presbyterian Church. Lapwai Aug, 29, 1876,
Sometime in 1871, Mr. Mon- his son, John B. Monteith, the
teith moved to Lapwai, joining Indian agent, are buried stde by
his son, John B. Monteith, who side in the Spalding Cemetery..
was Indian agent under Presi. Close by are the graves of
dent U.S. Grant. the Rev, and Mrs, Spalding. rd
Mr. Monteith began holding Charles Monteith, another son
services at Lewiston soon after of Mr. Monteith, later served as

his arrival. The first issue of the Indian agent and was active in
Idaho Signal, an early-day Lew- the affairs of the Le iston Pres.
iston newspaper, Mareh 9, 1872, byterian Church for many years,
carried a notices = Wi Mr. Monteith's in in
“Rev. Mr, Mon : Albany Collegiate Institute con-

onteith’ will hold
Divine Service at the a‘%dxlilort-
house at 11 oéglock,g.m& /

tinued until the time of hig
death. The records o: &‘Pill' g
‘ bytery of ‘Oregon - have nums
erous references to his active

v, paﬁ'ticlipation in the affairs of th)‘
’ ,

school,
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