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THE JAMESE

William James the Elder
b. Ireland, L77Ll, d. Albany, 1852

Amor.g nis 14 children were:

by his first wife Elizabeth Tillman-- by tis third wife Catharine

Barber—
Rev. William James; D.D.
b. Albany, 1797, d. Albany, 1868, Henry James the Elder
b. Albany, 1811,
-------- d. Cambridge, Mass.,6 182,
(whose sons were)
William James Henry James
b. N.Y.City, 1842, D. Chocorua; b. N.Y. City, 1843
NaH. s 19100 d. London, Eng., 1916.

(his son is)

Henry James
b. Cambridge, Mass. 1379
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THE JAMESE

William Jares the Elder
b. Ireland, 1771, d. Albany, 1832

Amor.g nis 14 children were:

by his first wife Blizabeth Tillman-- by his third wife Catharine

Barber—
Rev., William James, D.D.
b. Albany, 1797, d. Albany, 1868. Henry James the Elder
b. Albany, 1811,
-------- d. Cambridge, Mass.,K 18c¢2.

(whose sons were)

| William James Henry James
b. N.Y.City, 1842, D. Chocorua, b. N.Y. City, 1840
‘ N.H., 1910, d. London, kng., 1916.

| (his son is)

Henry James
b. Cambridge; Mass. 1879
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UNION WORTHIES

NUMBER EIGHTEEN

Henry
JAMES, Sr.

{[GLASS OF 1830 I}
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UNION COLLEGE
Schenectady, New York
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UNION
WORTHIES

NuMBER ONE:
(1946)

NuMBER Two:
(1947)

NUMBER THREE:
(1948)

NuMBER FouRr:

(1949)

NUMBER FIVE:
(1950)

NUMBER SIX:

(1951)

NUMBER SEVEN:
(1952)

NuMBER EIGHT:
(1953)

NuMBER NINE:
(1954)

LEWIS HENRY MORGAN, crLass OF 1840
By Leslie A. White, Arthur C. Parker, and
Bernhard |. Stern

LAURENS PERSEUS HICKOK, cLASs OF 1820
By Harold A.Larrabee, Herbert W.Schneider,
and Julius Seelye Bixler

CHESTER ALAN ARTHUR, cLaAss OF 1848
By Frederick Lidell Bronner, George Fred-
erick Howe, and Hiram C. Todd

SQUIRE WHIPPLE, cLass oF 1830
By Mortimer F. Sayre, Shortridge Hardesty,
and Carl B. [ansen

T. ROMEYN BECK, cLASs OF 1807
By |. Lewi Donbanser, M.D., Frances F.
Schwentker, M.D., and George Packer
Berry, M.D.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, cLASS OF 1820
By Dounglas W. Campbell, Dexter Perkins,
and Philip C. [essup

SEAMAN A. KNAPP, cLAss OF 1856
By D. Richard Weeks, Henry B. Arthur,
and Benjamin Fine

FITZ HUGH LUDLOW, crLass OF 1856
By Carl Niemeyer, Morris Bishop,
and Van Wyck Brooks

ELIPHALET NOTT, PRESIDENT, 1804-1866
By Codman Hislop, and
Henry M. Wriston

(Continued on inside back cover)
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HENRY JAMES, SENIOR (1811-1882)

Class of 1830
Philosopher and Theologian
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UNION
WORTHIES

An oil sketch for a more formal portrail, this study
by Frank Duveneck is here reproduced for the first g ‘ )
time by courtesy of Mr. John S. R. James of Cam- Worthy, A: A distinguished or eminent person, especially
bridge, Massachusetts, great-grandson of the Worthy.

a man of courage or of noble character . . . having a
marked personality.

Oxford English Dictionary

As AN ouTGrOwTH of its Sesquicentennial celebration, UNION
CoLLEGE has inaugurated this series of historical pamphlets deal-
ing with the lives and accomplishments of distinguished or eminent
persons who have been intimately connected with the institution
during its first one hundred and fifty years. Each number will
consist of brief biographical or critical essays by competent scholars
and a short bibliography of books and articles by and about its

subject.
CARTER DAVIDSON
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T he Contributors

Harorp A. LarraBEE, M.A, Ph.D, LH.D, is Professor
Emeritus of Philosophy at Union College. A graduate of
Harvard, where he also took his doctorate in 1925, he taught
at Union from 1923 to 1960. He has been a visiting professor
at Columbia and Syracuse Universities. A member of the
Board of Editors of New England Quarterly, he is the author
of many articles and books, including What Philosophy Is
and Reliable Knowledge. Since his retirement from active
teaching he has returned to historical writing and is now at
work on a book about the battle of Yorktown. His many
professional affiliations include Phi Beta Kappa, the American
Association of University Professors, the American Philo-
sophical Association, and the Société des Américanistes de
Paris. He makes his home in Schenectady.

LeoN EperL, M.A., Litt.D,, is Professor of English at New
York University. A graduate of McGill University with a doc-
torate from the Sorbonne, he has taught at N.Y.U. since
1950. As a visiting professor he has also served on the
faculties of Harvard, Princeton, Indiana University, and the
University of Hawaii. Publication of the first three volumes
of a four-volume biography of the novelist Henry James,
son of the Union Worthy, has brought him wide recognition
and the 1963 National Book Award for nonfiction. His other
books include James Joyce: The Last Journey; Willa Cather
(with E. K. Brown); The Psychological Novel; and Literary
Biography. In 1959 he was elected to the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences.
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THE ELDER JAMESES
AND UNION COLLEGE

COMMENCEMENT WEEK IN 1830 began with a temperature in Sche-
nectady of g6 degrees in the shade, and the Faculty of Union College
(President Nott, four professors, the two assistant professors, and the
two fellows) assembling on the forenoon of July 18 to pass upon
the seventy-five candidates for graduation, were doubtless uncomfort-
able enough in their formal academic regalia. At their afternoon
session they were joined by a number of eminent citizens, some of
them trustees, some of them fathers of young men about to be granted
degrees, and a few who belonged in both categories.

Among the latter, one could hardly have helped noticing a man
of about sixty, of medium height, portly, clean-shaven, prosperous,
and of a commanding presence in any assemblage. Inquiry would
have revealed his identity as “William James of Albany, wealthiest
man in this part of the country, who has come to see his son Henry,
the one with the wooden leg, graduated from Union.”

Thus one might have encountered the two elder Jameses at Union
College: the dynamic founder of the family in America, immigrant
from Northern Ireland at the age of eighteen, with little money or
formal education, whose hard-earned opulence was (among other
things) to enable two of his grandsons to achieve international fame
in the arts and sciences; and, as the link between him and them,
the sensitive son (among his eight surviving children), partly crippled
at thirteen in a stable-fire while a student at Albany Academy, and
already in rebellion against his father’s dictatorial authority and rigid
Calvinism. The elder William was a tirelessly driving enterpriser
who amassed about three million dollars’ worth of tangible property.

[5]
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HAROLD A. LARRABEE: The Elder Jameses

His son Henry turned inward, using his share of inherited wealth,
not for ostentation or high living, but to finance his high-minded,
free-lance forays into the intangible realms of philosophy and theology.
In William, Senior, we behold the man of deeds, the builder of two
Upstate New York cities, Albany and Syracuse; and in Henry, Senior,
the man of words, the developer of two sons of contrasting genius,
William James the psychologist and philosopher, and Henry James
the novelist.

Starting from scratch in Albany in 1793 as a clerk in John
Robison’s old blue store, William James the elder rose rapidly in true
Horatio Alger fashion through uniformly successful ventures in to-
bacco, dry goods, groceries, the first express service on the Mohawk,
the founding of banks, the backing of “that ditch,” the Erie Canal,
and especially the exploiting of that bonanza of a swiftly-growing
region, real estate. The list of his trusteeships and charities is awe-
some. The New York Evening Post summed up his stature by saying
in its obituary: “He has done more to build up the city of Albany
than any other individual.”

William James did not confine his manifold activities to Albany.
He had extensive investments in New York City and as far west as
Detroit, Michigan. The tribute of the Evening Post is echoed in a
toast that was proposed, seven years after his death, by Elam Lynde
on July 10, 1839 at the Railroad Celebration in Syracuse: “To the
memory of William James, whose intelligence and enterprise laid
the foundation of the prosperity of Syracuse.”

Here is one example of James the city-builder and strong-willed
executive in action. It starts with a man out of a job, Moses DeWitt
Burnet, who ceased to be Sheriff of Orange County near Syracuse in
January, 1824, went to Albany to call on William James, who was
his brother-in-law, and found him characteristically “willing to go
into anything they thought would be a speculation.” Burnet learned
that Henry Eckford, a Scottish shipbuilder of New York City, needed
capital and wanted to sell the entire village of Syracuse, which he
had bought two years before for $22,500. Acting as James’s agent,
Burnet closed the deal for $30,000 by drawing “the largest draft on
Albany from the West up to that time.”

{6]

HAROLD A. LARRABEE: The Elder Jameses

James organized the Syracuse Company with his friends Isaiah
and John Townsend and James McBride, keeping five-eighths of the
stock for himself. As John Townsend said: “James was the main-
spring of all our movements.” With Burnet in charge, the Company
“stumped, drained, graded the tract, erected buildings, and continued
to promote, build, improve and sell lots to others, often furnishing
money for them to establish themselves.” They also named sixteen
Syracuse streets after themselves and their children, and today the
main residential thoroughfare is James Street. The last piece of Syra-
cuse property belonging to the James estate was sold in June, 1962.

Also purchased from Eckford was the Syracuse Salt Company,
engaged in producing 400,000 bushels of coarse salt a year by the
new solar evaporation method from 1,500,000 gallons of brine exposed
in salt-pans. The directors of the Salt Company had held regular
meetings until James was elected president in 1824, whereupon there
were no more meetings until after his death in 1832. It is not hard
to guess who wars the Syracuse Salt Company.

What was Syracuse like in 18247 Its present center was a dreary
swamp, “an abode of pestilence and death,” already known as “the
most unhealthy locality in the State.”” During the digging of the
canal from 1817 to 1820, thirty of the rugged Irish laborers had died
of the fever. Let Colonel W. L. Stone, a contemporary visitor, put
it in a nutshell: "The place was so dismal an owl would get sick
flying over it!”

Moses Burnet, at any rate, “became unwell, and thought he was
going to be sick.” He wrote to William James at Albany that he
“would not and could not continue to live in Syracuse for any con-
sideration whatever!” James hastened to Syracuse, and they spent
two days looking at the books and the Company’s property. Then came
the crisis. “Near the close of the second day, they came to the old
stone bridge, and stopped in the middle. Burnet repeated what he
had written, with some collateral. Mr. James heard him with atten-
tion, and then said: "Mr. Burnet (as he always called him), you must
stay here!’ Then he walked immediately to the Syracuse House,
and Burnet followed. They took a good whiff of old Holland gin,
and sat down. In half an hour the canal packet came, and Mr. James
started for home. Not another word was said about Burnet's going

{71
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HAROLD A. LARRABEE: The Elder [ameses

or staying, or on the subject of business of any kind.” Eleven years
later he was still there, “had never been to Albany, seldom out of
the town, and but once out of the county.” No wonder an unnamed
Syracusan who remembered James's visits declared: “When old Billy
James came to Syracuse, things went as he wished!”

His wish in 182930 was “inflexibly fixed” upon Henry's under-
taking the study of law. His son had other ideas; and the clash of
wills, when it finally erupted, was (in Fiorello LaGuardia’s phrase)
“4 beaut.” Early in the middle semester of his Senior year at Union,
Henry ran away — to “the good town of Bosting” (as he called it),
got himself a job reading proof for Mr. Jenks, publisher of the
Chyistian Examiner, and wrote to his favorite professor Isaac Jackson
(of garden fame): “My ambition is awakened . . . I now go on with
the study of languages much more thoroughly than I should have
found it necessary had I remained at home . . . "

But his father's wrath fairly exploded in a letter to lawyer Archi-
bald McIntyre. “Henry,” he wrote, “has so debased himself as to
leave his parents’ house in the character of a swindler . . . I enclose
a specimen of his progress in arts of low vileness and unblushing
falsehood, such will be practiced in book stores, tailors, etc. . . .
as drafts on me, all of which will meet him direct —and lodge him
in a prison of some sort directly; a fellow from Schenectady was after
him today for 5o to 6o dollars for segars and oysters . . . They will
find him and he will find his reward, poor being.” About this
episode, Henry's grandson Henry James the biographer wrote to me:
“If ever there was a young man with fundamentally good intentions
and dispositions, whose harmless kickings-over of the traces were
unduly magnified, it seems to me it was my grandfather.”

Somehow the errant student was induced to return to Union for
his final semester, and was graduated (at age 19) about in the middle
of his class, some distance short of Phi Beta Kappa. As a Union
student, Henry James, Senior has two ironic and unmatchable dis-
tinctions. He was probably the first person anywhere to wear a
fraternity pin (or badge, as it was called). We hear it said that
fraternities promote conformity, and it might be noted that his be-
longing to Sigma Phi did not prevent Henry James, Senior from be-
coming an arch-nonconformist. He is also the only Union student
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in history whose father, while his son was in college, held a mort-
gage bond for $200,000 on the entire campus, “the new College Edi-
fices and all the building standing on the premises” as security for a
cash loan of $100,000 at 614 percent to enable Dr. Nott and his
agents to pay off the prizes in the college lottery, the receipts having
already been spent to build North and South Colleges.

During the two years which elapsed before his father’s death,
Henry dutifully made brief ventures into law and business in Canan-
daigua and Albany. But his father’s determination to dominate car-
ried over into his will, by which he sought to exact proofs of both
industry and orthodoxy from his heirs, cutting Henry off with a small
annuity. Happily, after litigation, the will was broken in the courts,
and Henry received as his share of the estate, besides some cash,
Syracuse real estate yielding an income of about $10,000 a year.

So Henry James, Senior found himself “leisured for life,” and
saddled with a guilt-compiex, accentuated by his interest in Fourier’s
socialism, which kept him from visiting Syracuse or evincing the
slightest interest in the sources of his livelihood. As his son the
philosopher wrote to his brother Robertson: “Father’s religious opti-
mism has, I think, a tendency to make him think too lightly of any-
one’s temporal troubles, even neglecting to look into them at all.”
What Henry, Senior seemed to want for all men was the same en-
dowed independence of the struggle for money which he himself
so thoroughly enjoyed; and both of his famous sons, supported by
him well into their thirties, thought of freedom in much the same
vein.

Their father made use of his endowed liberty to embark upon
the two projects closest to his heart: the solution — in his own terms
and by his own methods — of the problem of “Creator and created;”
and the provision of what he regarded as the best possible “sen-
suous’’ (that is, aesthetic) education for his children, portrayed in the
essay which follows by the reigning monarch of James scholars, Pro-
fessor Leon Edel. After a year at Princeton Theological Seminary,
where he found his father’s Calvinism as unpalatable as ever, Henry
journeyed to England, had a severe mental crises, an ‘‘emptying”
followed by a spiritual illumination through the gospel according
to Emanuel Swedenborg. From 1845 to 1882, James poured forth
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HAROLD A. LARRABEE: The Elder [ameses

a stream of fourteen books, published at his own expense, and all of
them, actually, dealing with the same subject: man’s relation to the
divine and its social consequences. They were greeted, said son Wil-
liam, by “a blank silence,” chiefly because of what William Dean
Howells called their “collective opacity, which even the most resolute
vision could not penetrate.” Yet there were occasional flashes of
homely humor not unlike those found, in much greater abundance,
in the poems of the late Robert Frost.

At Union, Dr. Nott's liberalism had perhaps encouraged James
to “turn Calvinism dark-side-up toward the sunlight”” and infuse it
with cosmic optimism. But what Union did not give him was a
course in logic, which might have taught him the discipline of con-
sistency. Lacking it, there was only the winning James personality
and temperament, but alas, no Jamesian system, hard as he tried to
achieve one.

He seems to us to belong to the pre-Cartesian world, the age of
cosmic analogy, in which, as Professor Quentin Anderson of Columbia
has phrased it, “the symbols of human nature and destiny did duty as
instruments of investigation.” Stated very briefly, his resulting view
of the world was triadic: Nature, the physical order, is constitutive;
Reason, the logical order, is regulative; and Spirit, the formative
order, is creative. There is likewise a three-fold hierarchy of knowl-
edge: sense, which ranks lowest; then science, ot reasoned knowledge;
and at the top philosophy, illuminated by what James called “'revela-
tion” in the broadest sense, and hence profoundly religious. Science
mediates between sense and philosophy, but it is necessarily homo-
centric, not theocentric. Thus it discovers, not the true "laws of
Nature,” but “the laws of man’s mind in understanding Nature.”

Each way of knowing, according to James, is "'good in its own
realm, and good for nothing out of it.” Philosophy, he says, “cheer-
fully takes all scientific fact for granted,” but goes on to deal with
“man’s immortal destiny, his spiritual form.” For a philosopher “to
run them down into the abject slime out of which the body ger-
minates, is to reduce himself from a philosopher to a noodle.” The
philosopher’s true task is to reconcile sense, science, and religion, the
finite and the infinite “in a unity so perfect that neither will care hence-
forth to know how much belongs to one element, or how much to
the other.”

[10]
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That was a staggeringly ambitious program, which no one, inci-
dentally, has yet carried out: to combine all the “isms” in a grandiose
synthesis of matter and spirit, head and heatrt, in which spirit and
heart would have all the better of it. It is no wonder that in fourteen
books he never got it down on paper to his own, or anyone else’s
complete satisfaction.

Henry James, Senior was an unregarded sage in a non-theological
age; and ours is even less likely to find his books readable. But after
we have exhausted ourselves in the present pursuit of analysis and
specificity, we may find ourselves with a greater sympathy for what
he was trying to do. We pride oursclves in being very good at mak-
ing mechanical hearts; but James was more interested in the secrets of
natural hearts, and his sons never lost their father's concern for,
above all else, human consciousness, human experience.

One of the most perplexing paradoxes about this Worthy is that
he was intensely religious, almost, like Spinoza, a “God-intoxicated
man,” and yet often savagely anti-clerical. He loved originality and
spontaneity so much that he hated them when they had become
institutionalized. This hostility to outward show and ritual (the
family had no pew in any church) liberated his sons from the ma-
chinery and trappings of orthodoxy without depriving them of a
deep and abiding concern for moral and spiritual values.

But it did not make Henry James, Senior what we are inclined
to call a typically “good alumnus.” Henry James the novelist recalled
a visit to the Union campus with his elder brother and their father
“to invoke the loyalty that our parent seemed to have dropped by the
way.” Regarding the same visit, William James the philosopher added
a precious “might have been” to the Union legend in a letter he
addressed to Edgar Van Winkle, a student at the college, in August,
1858 (William was then sixteen). “When I left Schenectady,” he
wrote, “it was with the almost certainty of becoming a fellow man
with you at Union College. When I spoke to my father about it,
I found that he was not in favor of my going to any college what-
soever. He says colleges are hot-beds of corruption where it is im-
possible to learn anything.”
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i Leon Edel

FATHER AND SONS

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to speak of so remarkable an alumnus of Union
College as the elder Henry James without speaking of three of his
children — of William, the psychologist and philosopher, of Henry,
the novelist, and of Alice, the diarist. Without them we would think
of him largely as a salty and quaint character, a “worthy” in the sense
that he had "“a marked personality,” who emerged from a pioneering
and homespun America and who wrote a book called The Secret of
Swedenborg — and, said his friend William Dean Howells, kept the
secret very well. Santayana characterized the elder James as “one of
those somewhat obscure sages whom early America produced; mystics
of independent mind, hermits in the desert of business, and heretics
in the churches.” We would think of him in this homely way were
it not that he lives also — in the fullest sense in which parents create
posterity — in the writings of his celebrated sons and in the memories
of his gifted daughter. We can find him, in Alice James’s diary, as
a distinct paternal image, whose affections, in the presence of his
progeny when they were small, melted into the universe, and who
devotedly gave them a kind of all-embracing love when they reached
maturity. We would probably call him today an excessively “per-
missive” father; permissive enough to have quietly undermined
Christmas by showing his children — after solemnly pledging them
not to tell their mother — the heaped-up gifts sequested in a closet
to await Santa Claus; who left his family to go on a journey, but
returned almost immediately, unable to endure the anxiety of absence.
And when he did manage to break away for some necessary trip, a
letter from his daughter, then thirteen, mirrors his feelings: "My dear
Father: We have had two dear letters from you and find you are the
same dear old good-for-nothing home-sick papa as ever.”
Copyright 1963 by Leon Edel. Used by permission.
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LEON EDEL: Father and Sons

It is doubtful whether the discipline of genius, which we discover
in the careers of both William and Henry James, would have been
achieved with the aid of so relaxed and volatile a parent. Other forces
must have been present. The disciplinary force seems to have been
incarnated in the mother, Mary Walsh James. The role of the two
parents in the lives of their children is best described, I think, in the
words used by the novelist-son to characterize Mr. and Mrs. Touchett
in The Portrait of a Lady. His father, the son in that novel often said
to himself, “was the more motherly; his mother, on the other hand,
was paternal, and even, according to the slang of the day, guber-
natorial.”

The sons thus owed a distinct part of the order of their existence
to their mother. But she had, as is often the case with active and
practical people, little feeling for words and less for ideas. She left
words and ideas, and the life of the dream, to her husband. Life
was strenuous enough when one had to use a gubernatorial hand; the
governing intelligence lay elsewhere. “Your father’s ideas!” she
might exclaim to her sons; and if we cannot recapture the tone, and
if this was perhaps a family joke, it was symbolic nevertheless of the
difference between the paternal and maternal worlds. The elder Henry
had a life-long desire to say things out. Yet rare and vivid though his
language was, and playful and teasing his mind, he never fully com-
municated his message. “Oh, that I might thunder it out in a single
interjection that would tell the whole of it, and never speak a word
again.” Since he did not succeed in thundering it out, he spoke many
words, again and again. And this was perhaps fortunate; for it
is in what he said that we can trace the influence of the father on
the children and discern that William and Henry were, in reality, the
image of two sides of his being. It was they who in the end —
without the thunder — were able to express a great part of “the
whole” of their father's ideas and feelings, the things in particular
which the elder Henry James concealed from himself, in his search
for a way of life and for spiritual comfort. In the process they rechan-
nelled and toned into art and science much of the picturesqueness
and rudeness of his language and thought.

{13]
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LEON EDEL: Father and Sons

II.

There were, in the elder Henry James, two qualities which stood
out in his intercourse with his fellows. He was filled with a yearning
for logic and metaphysics in his search for a system in the universe
and an understanding of God's relation to man and man's relation
to God. But his mind was the reverse of logical. It was idiosyncratic,
argumentative, often irascible, a leaping, somersaulting kind of intel-
ligence. He suffered from a constant glow of words and a constant
confusion of feeling. Certainly some part of this derived from the
Irishness of his nature and the streak of poetry and paradox in him,
which he sought constantly to profane by an incompatible logic. His
imagery could be vigorous and hearty, with a fund of aggression
in it. He depicted enemies and friends as sausages frying in their
own grease; he likened their discourse to the quacking of ducks;
but he also invoked the sun’s radiance to picture the qualities he liked
in men and he drew easily upon nature for many of his homeliest
examples. The poet in him was capricious, savage, Witty. The
would-be logician in him was an easy rationalist who liked the
optimistic side of things; but it was an optimism shadowed by a deep
sense of evil as an extra-human and baleful thing. Tolstoy is said
to have cherished one of the elder Henry James's books; and like
Tolstoy he was intent upon seeing the universe whole. But also like
the Russian he was constantly distracted by the richness and variousness
of the world. Another gifted man of similar temperament, Bernard
Shaw, once told me he thought that the elder Henry was worth all
his sons put together. Shaw used to tease the novelist-son, saying this,
but the latter took pride in his father. Tolstoy, Shaw, James the
elder — a strange trio — and they had this in common: all three were
gifted artistic individuals who tended to deny the artist in themselves.
We know how Tolstoy repudiated art for religion; Shaw proclaimed
himself a didact and a socialist preacher; and the elder Henry con-
stantly reminded his sons that art was “narrowing.”

I do not think that the elder Henry was ever aware that he was
unable to accept the poet within himself, His ancestral Calvinism
was too strongly present in all that he did even though he had re-
pudiated it. It remained a kind of habit of mind: it also made him
an individual constantly at war with himself. Art seemed to him one
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of man’s playthings. He could rejoice in poetry; he even edited an
edition of Blake —to be sure, choosing a visionary poet — but he
referred poetry not to his emotions but to his intellect and to his
ever-present cosmic sense. The novelist-son, who shrank from the
cosmos, and preferred a small and well-tilled artistic garden, found
it wonderful to contemplate “things, persons, objects and aspects.”
But these, he said, were doubtless all “frivolities” in his father's world.
The novelist would have been willing to accept “a state of faith and
a conviction of the Divine, an interpretation of the universe” if only it
had supplied him, as he said, with more features and more appearance.
He tugged, as realistic writers do, at the particular; his father always
answered with the general.

Thoreau shrewdly observed that the elder Henry James was too
easily satisfied with broad and comfortable generalizations, especially
about society and the social order. He offered, as he said, “quasi-
philanthropic doctrines in a metaphysical dress.” Austin Warren, in
his biography of the father, observed that he “steadfastly chose to
regard heart [rather than head] as the primary fount of knowledge.”
A parent who was a bundle of contradictions, quick, mercurial, opti-
mistic, explicit in his criticisms of his fellows, and yet always broad
and general about everything; who dragged his children about Europe
in the days of the stagecoach in search of an education, surrounded
them with tutors and governesses and seemed to find none good
enough to meet his erratic standards; who was large-hearted and
generous, but easy-going to a fault, may be interesting for us to con-
template — racy, vivid, amusing in his idiosyncrasy — but he was
clearly a great problem for his sons. In their movement from school
to school and city to city, life assumed the effect of a passing show,
of aspects and varieties; and the father, seeking an ideal education
for them, inveighed against “the over-education of the scholarly
class.” In religion he showed them always the passion of his feeling
for God and His creation, and an open dislike for the man-made
Church. The family, as Henry remarked, was “pewless.” Which may
account for the novelist's investigation, in more mature years, of the
churches of all faiths, which he visited and contemplated with secular
eyes, as social institutions as well as scenes and places of worship.
And it explains perhaps the quest that led his brother William to
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write the inspired work we know as The Varieties of Religions Expe-
rience.

I have said enough, I think, to suggest the air of contradiction
and ambiguity in which the two gifted sons of this curiously gifted
man grew up. If the father had no theory of education — or too
much theory — we can at least say that whatever it was, it seems
to have worked. For what apparently happened in the circumambient
vagueness in which the sons moved, was that they grasped for the
tangibles of existence; and sought what they could find that was
concrete in their parent. With the directness of childhood they could
cut through his repudiation of art and learning and social custom
and see the artist and student submerged in him. The buried artist
in the elder Henry was the accessible, the friendly, certainly the most
charming part of him. They seized on what was pictorial, vivid,
searching, paradoxical, in his view of the world. But then, instead
of looking away again at the transcendent, and converting reality
into the abstruse, Henry the novelist wholly took possession of the
aesthetic side; and William of that side which leaned toward hard
reason and logical inquiry — but to which he could bring scientific
method. Henry, through observation, and analysis, went in search of
essence: to see life and sum it up, in picture and scene, in the wit
of words, in tale and novel, this became for him the beginning and
the end of his existence. To feel beauty, having perceived it, and to
live beauty, was Henry's religion, and there were voices in the air
which helped, the voice of Pater, of Arnold, the lyrical voice of
Tennyson, the psychological penetration of Browning secking to
place himself in the very consciousness of his fellow-creatures —
as Henry James would ultimately do. Experience for the novelist was
something to be looked at intently and converted into words: to be
reimagined and altered at will—as artists do, refashioning the
world into a world of their own, and which — for such is the in-
eluctable law of art — they then make us accept as part of ours.

William, the oldest son, had the same large grasp of life as
did his younger brother, but he looked upon it with scientific rather
than aesthetic eyes. He had the same rich verbal endowment; but
his need was not to see how he could refashion the world into words
and grow ever more cunning in his language and his style. To be
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sure he had his particular art of saying — he was one of the few
men of science who was brilliantly articulate. His language was quick,
spontaneous, lucid, metaphor came to him as easily as breathing. The
varieties of any experience fascinated him, whether he was trying to
capture and describe moments of consciousness or endlessly attending
spiritualistic seances and seeking to discover the nature of extra-
sensory perception. “He could see most cunningly out of the corner
of his eye,” said Ralph Barton Perry. The collection of varieties of
experience was not all; he collected them in order to do something
about them. He had a kind of restless impatience as he contemplated
his materials: one had to translate thought into action. In his brother
Henty there was the explorer of life with a large sense of the past,
of history, of civilization, of art; William was an explorer who tried
to shake off the past; he had a need beyond exploration to test his
discoveries, to test them for truth. He remains one of the great
pioneers in the exploration of the relation between mind and body —
as distinct from his father, who discoursed on the relation between
body and soul.
IIIL.

It seems to me thus that we are on reasonably safe ground in our
speculation that the unrealized artist and the unrealized scientist in
the father became the artist Henry and the scientist William. The
hidden message in their father was revealed to them. Henry, the
pursuer of beauty and the concretions of existence, brought his father’s
poetry into the art of the novel. William, by choosing scientific method
to explore the very truths his father felt, but did not understand, gave
us first his psychology and later his philosophy of pragmatism. In
seeing this, we can see the essential being of the brothers. In my
biography of the novelist, I have set down this contrast, describing
the steps by which William and Henry, faced with their vague and
volatile father and their demanding mother, facing each other as sib-
lings and rivals, sought to assert their egos in characteristic ways,
as genius must. Behind the intensities and passions of his imaginative
life, Henry James was patient, persistent, calculating, secretive. He
had in him his mother’s fixedness of purpose in dealing with prac-
tical matters, as well as his father's artistic sense. William’s nature
was directly opposed to this. He was openly assertive. For all his
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periods of morbid introspection he was capable always of reaching
into the warm sunlight of human intercourse. He discovered himself
in teaching the young, in founding the first psychological laboratory
in America, in communicating with scholars in many lands. Henry
remained solitary, subterranean, in spite of an outwardly strenuous
social life and his continual passage through the great cities of the
western world and among the great artists of his time. He remained
a recluse of the writing desk; he harbored and built up his resources.
The drive to power from his inner fortress was from the first com-
pelling. William on his side prodigally expended his gifts in imme-
diate action. Henry remained celibate. William married and had
children. William’s literary style, as I have observed, was direct, easy,
bubbling inventively into lucidity. Henry’s had in it much more art,
and much cultivated literary power, but also, as he grew older, much
more indirection. William was all idea and intellect, suffused with
feeling. Henry was all feeling and passion — intellectualized.

Thus each son of the elder Henry achieved his originality and
lived out his genius. Henry the novelist forged an inimitable style
and created his empire of letters; and in combining the rare qualities
of creator and critic he combined qualities that had existed in a
father in whom creator and critic were at war with each other.
William became one of the rare philosophers of this world, who could
meditate on the conduct of life as his father had done, but in the
words of the human spirit. In his sons the talkative father found
his truest voice. They completed what he had been unable to build.
What was originality and idiosyncrasy in him was translated by them

into creative energy.
IV.

I should like to add a few words about the articulate daughter.
Alice James’s legacy, in this family of feeling — as much as a family
of minds— is a comparatively brief diary kept in a sick room toward
the end of her abbreviated life, reflecting the closed-in world of the
invalid and written not so much for an audience as through some
powerful desire to give expression to herself, as her elder brothers
were able to do. In our own age, when women have found a place
in the world, she might have achieved a fuller life and a happier
one. But in the James family of four boys and herself, she remained
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largely the voice of a certain kind of noble courage, reflecting some
of the moments of serenity which she had captured from the father’s
temperament. “In our family group,” her novelist-brother once wrote,
“girls seem scarcely to have had a chance.” And Alice became, indeed,
a classical Victorian spinster-invalid. It was characteristic of her rela-
tion with her father that she could discuss with him, during her fits
of depression, the possibility of suicide. She was intelligent enough
to know that this would disturb him: but the father was a match for
the daughter. She put the question to him on his own ground, that
of religion. Was it a sin for her to be so strongly tempted to end
her suffering? It might be, the elder Henry said, when a person
secking mere pleasurable excitement indulged in drink and opium to
the degradation of his faculties “and often to the ruin of the human
form in him.” But, he added, it was absurd to speak of suicide as
sin if she wished to terminate her suffering. He gave his daughter
his fatherly permission to end her life whenever she pleased, only
exhorting her to do so in a way that would not distress her friends.
He thus understood, with great human feeling and empathy, that
his daughter wanted to have a sense of freedom, to feel that she
was mistress of herself and of her body. The accuracy of what we
might call this “therapeutic” conversation may be seen in Alice’s
finally telling him that now that she saw she had a right to dispose
of her own body as she saw fit, she would never take her life. She
realized that it had been not so much a wish on her part to die,
as a way of wanting to assert her freedom. And though she was to
undergo intolerable suffering, she never took the final step that
would have brought release.

Her journal is worthy of a daughter of the elder Henry. It suffers
perhaps from an excess of asperity; but it reflects a strong will and
the aggressive and mordant temperament of her parent, It reflects
also a vigorous, often belligerent feeling for Ireland, for she was the
most Hibernian of the Jameses. There are passages of subtle humor
and she shows at all times a depth of feeling for her brothers, an
understanding of their psychologically penetrating minds. And she
attains a height of pathos at the end as she faces death praying for “a
divine cessation” in the language of her father. Her novelist brother,
reading her diary after death, found in it an extraordinary “intensity
of will and of personality.”
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In the history of this family it seems to me there is no moment
more remarkable than that which I have told in one of my chapters,
in which I describe the novelist-son’s first visit to the newly-cut grave
in the Cambridge cemetery where his father was buried close to the
mother in December of 1882. Henry James had crossed the ocean
hurriedly but had arrived too late. William was in Europe attending
Charcot's clinics in Paris, which Freud had attended shortly before
him. The philosopher had written a farewell letter to his father,
saluting him on the threshold of the new and the unknown —a
remarkable letter telling him how much his — William’s — life, his
being, his consciousness, had been derived from his parent. We have
no witnesses of the strange and mystical act Henry performed. All
we know is that on a cold clear day before the year ended, he stood
amid the snowdrifts, where the view is that of Soldiers’ Field and
the river Charles, and read into the frosty air and over the new
grave his brother’s words of farewell to their father.

Thus the ave atque vale of the oldest son, delivered in the accents
of the second son, represented a kind of symbolic act of unity. In that
moment it was as if three were one — the two Henrys and the Wil-
liam — a single voice of articulate American thought and feeling, the
warm language of the heritage of genius.
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Henry James, Sr. '30 at the age of 43, and Henry James, aged 11.
A daguerreotype taken in 1354, from A Small Boy and Ofhers; copyright, 1913, by Charles
Seribner's Sons. By permission of the publishers.
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HENRY JAMES, SR.,’30 AT UNION

Harorp A. Larraser, Pa.D

“Both William and Henry James were largely products of their father”
The Pilgrimage of Henry James, Van Wyck Brooks.

“He was one of those somewhat obscure sages whom early America
produced: mystics of independent mind, hermits in the desert of
business, and heretics in the churches.”

Character and Opinion in the U. 8. George Santayana.

THE FIVE JAMESES

In a family where five uncommon men share a grand total
of three common names: Henry, William, and James, it is of the
first importance that their personal identities be made unmis-
takable,

Winriam Jases, Sk,
b. Ireland, 1771. d. Albany, 1832
Merchant and Leading Citizen of
Upper New York State.

Hexry James, S, 30
b. Albany, 1811, d. Cambridge,
Mass., 1882, 2nd of 11 children.
Philosopher and Theologian, sub-
ject of the present article,

Wirriast Jases Hexuy James, 0. M.

b. New York City, 1842 b. New York City, 1843,
d. Chocorua, N. H,, 1910. d. London, England, 1916.
Philosopher and Psychole- Novelist and Essayist.

gist. FEdited Literary Re-
mains of Henry James, Sr.

Hexry James

b. Boston, Mass, 1879.
Trustee. FEdited Letters of
William James.

It had been extraordinarily warm in Schenectady that
Commencement Week in July, 1830. On Sunday the 18th,
to quote the Albany Argus, “a thermometer in the shade on
the north side of a room in Schenectady reached 92 degress,
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on Monday, 95 degrees, and on Tuesday, 96 degrees.” By
Thursday the 22nd, it was somewhat cooler, although the
members of the Faculty of Union College, convened that day
to hear reports and to pass upon the candidates for gradu-
ation, were doubtless uncomfortable enough in the formal
regalia of the period. A visitor to their morning session,
had visitors been admitted, would have learned how, under
the presidency of the redoubtable Dr. Eliphalet Nott, then
in his prime, the College was sharing in the expansive local
prosperity of the decade from 1826 to 1836; how it had
reached a total of 225 students, “of whom 102 have been
admitted since last Commencement,” indicating clearly the
tendency at that time to flock directly into Union’s upper
classes rather than to enter as Freshmen. He might also
have learned that the College was then charging for board,
tuition, rent, stove, and use of books the enormous sum of
$115 per year; that it required “a most scrupulous attend-
ance upon Church, Prayers, Recitations and all Collegiate
exercises;” and that it had recently witnessed the formation
of several fraternities among its students.

At three o’clock in the afternoon Dr. Nott, the four
Professors, the two Assistant Professors, and the two Fel-
lows met again, this time with a number of distinguished
citizens, most of them fathers of boys about to be voted
degrees, as their guests. In the latter group one could
hardly have helped noticing a man about sixty, of medium
height, somewhat portly, clean-shaven, prosperous, of com-
manding presence, with the good humor of an Irishman
lurking behind a Calvinistic exterior. Inquiry would have
revealed his identity as “old Billy James of Albany, who
has come to see his son Henry, the one who lost a leg,
graduate from the College.” Further inquiry would have eli-
cited something of the history of this self-made captain of
industry, who, as one of his descendants has put it, “in a
manner wholly becoming to a first American ancestor,” had
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come in 1789 from Bally-James-Duff, County Cavan, at
eighteen years of age “with a very small sum of money,
a Latin grammar, and a desire to visit the field of one of
the revolutionary battles. He promptly disposed of his
money in making this visit. Then, finding himself penni-
less in Albany, he took employment as a clerk in a store.
He worked his way up rapidly; traded on his own account,
kept a store, traveled and bought land to the westward,
engaged as time went on in many enterprises, among them
being the salt industry of Syracuse, where the principal
residential street bears his name.” 1In all these affairs, his
contemporaries tell us, thanks to his “strong and practical
intellect and unremitting perseverance,” he enjoyed a pros-
perity “almost beyond parallel.”

“Prompt to participate in any enterprise of general
utility and benevolence,” William James the elder occupied,
without holding political office, many positions of trust in
his adopted eity. In wealth, influence, and the sincere re-
spect and esteem of his fellow citizens, he was perhaps
second only to General Stephen Van Rensslaer, the last
patroon, with whom he was associated in so many under-
takings. He had helped to organize the Albany Savings
Bank, second of its kind in the state, and the Chamber of
Commerce, serving as first Vice-President of both insti-
tutions (General Van Rensslaer being President of both).
In 1815 he became a Trustee of Albany Academy ; in 1820,
of the First Presbyterian Church of Albany. One of the
pillars of the growing capitol city, he was accustomed to
the deference accorded to the successful pioneer. “When
old Billy James came to Syracuse,” said a citizen who could
remember his visits, “things went as he wished.” That his
wishes produced results may be judged from the verdict of
the New York Evening Post in 1832: “He has done more
to build up the city (of Albany) than any other individual.”

In an age of rapid change, however, even the most power-
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ful individual passes swiftly from the focus of events, mer-
chant princes no less than other kings and captains. As
we see William James, Sr. in that week of July 1830, secure
in his hard-won commercial hegemony, strict in his most
rigid Calvanism, we may doubt whether he realized that the
twilight of the gods had begun, both for him and for the
era of canal-built prosperity which he so completely epito-
mized. He may quite pardonably have been blind to the
portentous significance for coming generations of two events
oceurring in Schenectady within seven days of each other,
in each of which the Faculty of Union College chanced
to play a part.

The meaning of the first of these, his son Henry’s gradu-
ation from Union, we shall presently explore. To see the
import of the second, we shall have to go back to the day
which had marked the zenith of the elder James’s career.
Long interested in the development of canal transportation,
he had backed the digging of “that ditch” throughout the
early days of doubt and ridicule, and in due time received
his ;'e\%'ar(]. For on November 2, 1825, he headed the Citi-
zens’ Committee of Albany at the great celebration which
marked the opening of the Erie Canal to navigation. “No
event in the history of the State,” says MecMaster, “sur-
passed in lasting importance the completion of the canal.”
William James, Sr. delivered the oration of the day, which
was to him the crowning occasion of a busy life. “At this
moment,” he said in his address, “I feel an indescribable
emotion, something like a renewal of life, in partaking in
the festivities of this day.” His whole oration breathes a
pardonable pride in the young nation’s achievement, a gen-
uine joy in the prospect of widespread material welfare,
and a profound gratitude for the “special interposition of
Providence in protecting and advancing our national honor

‘and greatness."

But even while the master of the old school of commerce
was renewing his youth by contemplating flood of “inex-
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haustible and countless riches” which the canal was to pour
into Albany, rumors of a strange and mighty rival in the
freight and passenger traffic were coming from the south-
ward. Less than a month afterward, on November 22,
1825, the announcement was made “that at the next session
of the Legislature application would be made for the right
to construct a rail line to be operated by steam from Albany
to Schenectady, or else to Troy, if deemed advisable.” And
if William James, Sr., had stayed in Schenectady exactly
a week after the day of which we have spoken, he would
have seen, at about noon on July 29th, 1830 the President
and Faculty of Union College joining a long procession from
Davis’s Hotel for the brow of Prospect Hill, where, amid
bowers of evergreens, his friend President Stephen Van
Rensselaer of the Board of the Directors of the Mohawk
and Hudson Railroad broke ground with a silver spade
for the first railroad line in the state. This too, if we may
trust the flowery reporting of the drgus, was a moment of
high emotion. “Three times three rent the air; and the
eminence which has frowned upon the valley of the Mo-
hawk since creation, but which is now destined to sink into
a plain before the moral and physical energies of the age,
re-echoed the cheers over the luxuriant harvests of the plain
below.” The reign of the canal of which so much had been
expected was destined to be short-lived. Adolescent Am-
erica was feeling the sharp growing pains of youth.

To return to Union College and the fortunes of the James
family, on that afternoon a week earlier the stern old com-
mercial patriarch had witnessed the action of the Faculty
in “begging leave to recommend (among other young gentle-
men) Henry James as a candidate for the first degree in
Arts.” The recommendation was confirmed at a meeting
of the Trustees at the Schenectady City Hall on July 27th.
The first of the Jameses had graduated from college. It
was the commencement of the carcer of a new James, de-
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stined to become the most noted of his generation in the
large family, and in his turn the father of two even more
distinguished sons. Henry James was to found a new family
tradition and a new fame, based not upon business sagacity,
but upon metaphysical subtlety, not upon speculation in
land, but upon speculation in ideas.

Contrast for a moment Henry James the novelist and
his grandfather William. Let the former, indeed, do it in
his own words, and then we shall see what strides Henry
James, Sr. must have taken, in a single life-time, away -
from the paternal traditions.

“Amid all the Albany issue there was ease, with the
habit of ease, thanks to our grandfather’s fine old ability—
he had decently provided for so large a generation; but our
consciousness was positively disfurnished, as that of young
Americans went, of the actualities of ‘business’ in a world
of business. As to that we all formed together quite a
monstrous exception; business in a world of business was
the thing we most agreed (differ as we might on minor
issues) in knowing nothing about. We touched it and it
touched us neither directly nor otherwise . , .

Back in 1830 the flower of the James family had, as it
were, “gone intellectual.” The generation of patient toil
had been succeeded by the generation of cultured leisure,
but not of effete idleness. In the heyday of outward pros-
perity, a James had turned inward. Surely here is an epic
example of what has happened and will happen again in
more than one American family.

What of the young man himself, as we see him about
to graduate? His boyhood had been spent in his father’s
fine house on North Pearl Street, Albany. He was by
nature a boy of unusual activity and animal spirits, which
made all the more tragic the accident which left him at
thirteen seriously maimed for life. He was at the time a
student at the Albany Academy, then comprising four
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teachers and some 130 students. According to the account
of a fellow-student, Mr. Woolsey Rogers Hopkins, on sum-
mer afternoons the older students would meet Professor
- Henry® in the park in front of the Academy, where amuse-
ment and instruction would be given in balloon flying.
A ball of turpentine-soaked tow supplied the motive power,
and when the balloon caught fire and the tow-ball fell it
would sometimes be kicked about by the boys. One day
when young James had a sprinkling of turpentine on his
pantaloons, one of these balls was sent flying into the open
window of Mrs. Gilchrist’s stable. James, thinking only
of possible conflagration, rushed to the hayloft and stamped
out the flame, but burned his leg. For two years the boy
was confined to his bed, and one leg was twice amputated
above the knee. He came successfully through the crude
surgery of the eighteen-twenties, and after his long con-
finement got back into touch with the world once more,
handicapped by an artificial limb, but temperamentally un-
scathed. Henceforth he must live in cities, seeking ease
of locomotion and transportation, and this fact accounts
for the early urbanization of his famous sons.

He did not return to the Academy, but prepared for
college at the hands of a private tutor. Two years of
this work enabled him to enter Union College in September,
1828 as a member, at the age of seventeen, of the Junior
Class. Many of his class-mates were equally young, al-
though some were' twenty-three and twenty-four. There
were three terms in each year, and each student was graded
on a scale of 100% in Attendance, Conduct, and three sub-
Jjeets, a possible total of 500 in all. The college books
show the following for his first college year:

December, 1828: Attendance 99; Conduet 100; Blair

*This wounld evidently refer to the later-famous Joseph Henry, the
discoverer of long-distance transmission of electricity, but since the
accident occurred not later than the summer of 1824, and Professor
Henry did not take up his duties at Albany Academy until September
1826, Mr. Hopkins must be in error.
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(Rhetoric) 95; Horace 95; Collecteana Graeca Maj. 90:
Total 479. 30th in a class of 68.

April, 1829: Attendance 91; Conduct 100; Cicero 75;
Conic sections 85. No total added up.

July, 1829 : Attendance 99; Conduct 100; Pol. Econ. 90
Graeca Maj. 90; Nat. Philos. 87; Total 466. 25th in a
class of 75.

In a curriculum consisting almost entirely of the Classics
and Mathematics, James seems to have slighted the latter.
The “Natural Philosophy” was of course what we now call
physical science. In his senior year the records grow frag-
mentary. In December James was marked 93 in Attendance
and the usual 100 in Conduct, 80 in Biot’s Optics and 75
in Kames’s Elements of Criticism. The one interesting
item: “Intellectual Philosophy™ is checked, but no grade
is recorded, and no total added up. In the February grades
his name is omitted entirely, and although he seems to be
credited in July, 1830 with only German and Blackstone,
he was graduated at that time.

Aside from the general high average of attainment, plac-
ing him in the first third of his class, just short of Phi Beta
Kappa, there is little in James’s scholastic record upon
which to prognosticate his subsequent accomplishments.
Socially speaking, it is evident that his physical disability
did not bar him from active participation in the life of the
College. Sigma Phi had just been founded during the pre-
ceding academic year, and Henry James became a member
in 1828. Some conception of the high standards in the
fraternities of those days may be gained from a considera-
tion of the thirty men initiated with James in 1828 and 1829,
Of them 13 were members of Phi Beta Kappa, 12 received
A.M.s, 3 LL.D’s, 3 D.D.’s, 3 Ph.D’s, and 10 achieved prom-
inence in political life. Among James’s class-mates who
later became famous, two were college presidents: George
Washington Eaton, of Colgate, and Silas Totten, of Trinity.
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Upon graduation Henry returned to Albany and com-
menced the study of law, apparently in an attempt to feel
his way slowly to a suitable profession, but possibly to com-
ply with his father’s wishes. Two years later, in the sum-
mer of 1832, the dread cholera came to Albany, sweeping
away 401 lives in two months. William James, Sr. sur-
vived this scourge only to pass away in December of that
year. Before his passing, theological differences had arisen
between the strict Presbyterian father and two of his sons,
one of them Henry. “Fully sensitive to his children’s claims
upon his sympathy,” the elder James “sacrificed even his
affections for what he considered the true faith.” In an elab-
orate will, designed to demand stringent proofs of his heirs’
industry and orthodoxy, he cut off Henry with a smali
annuity. But the courts did not sustain his complicated
provisions, so that Henry, with all the rest of the children,
found himself, on coming of age, leisured for life.

Still undecided about his life-work, James spent the next
few years at Canadaigua and Albany, finally deciding to
enter Princeton Theological Seminary in 1835 with the
class of ’39. By the end of his second year, he found his
serious doubts concerning justification by faith involving
him in arguments with his professors which tended to con-
taminate his orthodox fellow-students. He left the semin-
ary, and in 1840 married Mary Walsh, the sister of a fel-
low heretic at Princeton who had, with him, turned his
back upon the ministry.

Consumed with interest in theology, and destined to be
an inveterate theologian, James thus early found himself
at odds with ecclesiasticism. As a philosopher his one and
only problem was the problem of creation, and for him
there was but one solution, a Creator. So although, like
Spinoza, a “God-intoxicated man,” James never ceased to
pour all his wealth of irony and scorn upon the orthodoxies
of his time. In return he was ignored, not refuted, There
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was no one to give him battle. The Americ-a of his? fls.;;
simply did not know what to make of a genuinely origina

thinker in the field of theology, an individualist of tre:;::lnd;
ous independence who also carried his democracy almos

as far as Fourier. :
It is this profoundly heretica

sharply against his background of stiff :
Prel;gjftcrgianism, that accounts for his attitude toward all

colleges, including his Alma Mater. At Un;:m h:;; ;“t:;]-
lectual life had begun, and it may well have cenf mf. 1€
breadth of some of Dr. Nott’s views (ft?r he was all' rom
narrow in his theology) aroused his mind to speTaf atu:;ns
which later led him far afield. But on the 'wh.ole, L-n:ion,} .olr
Henry James, Sr. belonged to a patcrnahstl? wmlld w nr:i)
he had definitely renounced. Above all he p‘r'lzlcd ;n epend-
ence and originality, and colleges seemed likely to cran;p
these qualities. So when his own talcnt‘(fd sons ;a;ne-d?»
settle the college question, their}f;ther w:;.‘;ufrx:gen;ziugl e
college whatever. His son LICRE]
:Il:c? l:i:t::t)iron, pag:ticularly as regards Union, has often been
qu:’:;:(;re comes out to me, much bedimmed but‘recogm.?able,
the image of a day of extreme youth on Wh'l(:heh %T}g a
stay with our grandmother at Albany, we achu;r ﬂ,: illiam
and I, with some confused and hea:ted -rmlws,;.' e ob , & pious
pilgrimage to the small scholastic CIt}:—'pIOUS yb rets}.sm:;
I clearly remember, of & lively persuasion on “;yt ro t‘.er_
part that to Union College, at some m-deﬁmtc uture time,
we should both most naturally and delightedly repair. '
“«We invoked, I gather, among its scattered shades, fairly
the loyalty that our parent appttared
y the way—even though our'attrtude
i been prematurely contentious; the
te to-day bathed and blurred for
med and beguiled dream, that

1 religiosity, setting him
stiffly-compulsory Albany

vague to me now,
to have dropped b
about it can scarce have
whole vision is at any ra
me in the air of some char

245

uLsSLaf1830 aMeS -2 (e
e




UNION ALUMNI MONTHLY

of the flushed good faith of an hour of crude castle-build-
ing. We were helped to build, on the spot, by an older
friend, much older, as I remember him, even than my brother,
already a member of the college and, as it seemed, greatly
enjoving his life and those “society” badges and trinkets
with which he reappears to me as bristling and twinkling
quite to the extinction of his particular identity. This is
lost, like everything else, in the mere golden haze of the
little old-time autumn adventure. Wondrous to our sensi-
bility may well have been the October glamour—if October
it was, and if it was not it ought to have been!—of that
big brave region of the great State over which the shade
of Fenimore Cooper’s Mohawks and Mohicans (if this be
not a pleonasm) might still have been felt to hang. The
castle we had built, however, crumbled . . .”

So the famous pair often referred to as America’s most
famous psychological novelist and most imaginative psycho-
logist, Henry and William James, did not matriculate at
Union, nor, indeed, did either of them graduate elsewhere.

Of their father’s later career only the most summary
account may here be given. On his first visit to England,
Henry James, Sr. was attracted by the teachings of Robert
Sandeman and for a time felt inclined to become a Sande-
manian. But upon a second visit in 1843 he was swept away
in a semi-mystical experience by the teachings of Sweden-
borg, and adopted the latter’s system, not without many
alterations of his own, particularly with regard to the
Church of the New Jerusalem. A true monist and mystic,
a saint and a sage, James felt most keenly the paramount
difficulty of all religions and religious men, that of ex-
pression. Copious and prolix in stating his views, he
was never satisfied with any given statement of them. So
while original to the last degree, Henry James, Sr. as his
friend W. D. Howells remarked, had in his system a “col-
lective opacity which the most resolute vision could not
penetrate.”
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At the same time his place in the early history of American
philosophy is secure; and although sadly eclipsed by his
sons, his fame is likely to grow as America increasingly ap-
preciates, in the 20th century, her native prophets rejected
in the 19th. As William James remarked, his father’s time,
and his own, “was anything but a theological age” and it
left him “stranded high and dry.” No more is our age
theological; but the time will come when men will once
more be “robust theologians,” and then will Henry James,
Sr., with his “intensely positive, radical and fresh concep-
tion of God” be there in the midst of them. Meanwhile
Union can ill afford to forget so precious an heretic.
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On August 1%, 1808, William Jumes, merchant of Albany, enter d into his
first agreenent with Union Colleges One Richard Allenson, carpenter, who had been
engeged to do the interior trim snd flooring of the stome college then in the
proceas of erection, on lower Fonda or Union Street, found himself wmabtle to com-
plete his contract, bogauce, eo the minutes of Unicn College board of trustess
phrased it, 'he is now in the gsol of Albey,?  Carpenter Allemson, perturbed at
the loss of his fat wage, offered = "My, James, merchent,'ss surety that the contract
would be comploted on time. The neme of James evidently carried weight with the
Yrustees, because their minutes indicate their resolution "to enter into sn arbitra-
tion bond with Mr, Jumes.!

For the next 18 yeers the merchsnt of Albery snd Union College went thelr
separate and profitahle weys, the ome gath ring immense vcalth and the other legiona
of studenta,

The year following Mr, Allenson's 8light difficulty with the Albany
suthorities, 1804, gave to Union the men who was to general these legions, garrisoned
in what was them an outpost of eivilization, populated by pecple who could ptill
remember all %o vividly the screech of the Algoncuins, who could smell im their
dreams the smoke drifting down from the ruins of their om sacked ferms, Rev.
Eliphelet Nott, pastor of the First Prestyterien Church of Albeny since 1800, &
trustee of the new college, boceme in 1804, its fourth president, and shortly,
America's most femous educator. He worked for 18 years without Mr. Jemes? ‘help,

He blew custom to the winds. He intinidsted his trustees into doing Wﬁ
wiched them to do. He turmed Union into sn educationsl nonastery ag an : wn‘
stunt designed to appeal to timid paremts, It did., In 1805 he lobbied the New York

State legislature into giving him $80,000. Becsuse this endownent wes in the form
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of a lottery grant, =nd controlled hy by the inefficient stete depertment, it took
the Rev, Mr, Nott 10 years to collect~ a most wmesatisfactory business from his point
of view. In 1814 he went back to Albany and demended #200,000 - snd got it = in the
form of another lottery, of course, to shich several neighboring institutions
(Hamilton College, the Collsge of Physicisns end Surgeons, Columbia University, end
the Asbury African Negro Church) had hooked their financisl bandwsgons when they
discovered how eesily the Rev, Nutlt was securing state-euthorized funds.

Mr, James, merchant of Albany, must heve been highly smused 2o he watched
the machinations of the president from Schenectedy - easy noney. His om time was
not far off,

Union Colloge, and the other bendwegon institutions waited. No uoney.
They continued to wait. The menagers of the lotteries for the state were dubs. Thedr
advertising was bed. They failed to sell tickets. Deliberately they slept. The
illustrious Eliphalet nervously emtertained himself by tearing to pleces Lord Kames®s
textbook on "The Elements of Criticism" for the edification of en ever-incressing
throng of students. He invented irick hata in defiance of the current style; he wore
ruts in the Albany rosd trying to get thet $200,000. Finally, in disgust, he went to
see a former parichicner - the rich merchant vhosc"fat Andrews" by this time had
retwned hin more mongy than dozens of James deccendants were ever eble to spend.
On May 1, 1621, the impstient doclor borrowed $56,000 from Williem Jumes, giving as
security bonds owned ty Unicn Colloge to the sum of §122,000. One imegines Mr, Jemes
rubbing his hends gleefully - the interest rate was pix end e half per cent and the
security was es good as treasury notes. And Dr, Nott seid he would pay the momey back
in fowr years. Mr, James hoped 80.

Still the bendwegons weited. Nothing heppened, No money. The "late wer!
had been expencivej and the state was too busy anyhow giving swey the public l:nds
and dreaming about a fine new cansl.
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'IhoRev.Mmtnsnotﬁemhhtnmle@ﬂhﬂegohslmp
on him, He put by Lexd Kemes snd the new interest in anthracite stoves, and hurried
off to Albeny again. He cajoled this men and flattered thatl ome. He wrote letters
to them, snd banged on innumercble tables. In 1852 he got what he vet out fors
Y4n Act to Limit the Continusnuce of Lotteries,! whereby the stete grents of 1814 must
bsmo.ffinnyears,andinthid:minmpomtadthemviaimﬂutthow
ot]:ottanushouldbagimintommmlotthomﬂtnﬁmtonhiahmpmu
had been made. Dr. Nott wee lmmensely plessed with himself, but the bendwagon instd~-
tutions gruubled. They hed no time to fiddle with finance. dnd then Dr, Nott did
something that must have won the merchent of Albsny's undying admiration. He bought
up the bandwagons. He geve the Astury Africesn Negro Church $4,000, He gave the
mwam&mmm%&.m. He went egein to Mr. Jemes and borrowed
$38,000 which he immediately handed over to Hamiltonm Colleje for ite share. Then he
was froe of them.

mm.?rsaidmtmnmmaahmger(wmmtﬁmhumm
trus‘beea)ofalottarytheuokatvamwm“nu,m,-m,upsrmto:l'm
namgowmmawummmmmtmmm Bﬂt‘thew
mmmmmmm%mmmm“sﬂuwam. Of this comfortable
mmmumhmﬁustohaw&psroutm&awludtheuckeu
sold as remmeration for selling them. Dr. Nott had good resson to think well of
himsclf, end Merchent Jumes hed good recson %o think well of Dre Nott.

wmmdw,mm,Mmmammmmlmm:m
mmemu.sn,mmmmmkwmw,mmuoipaumof
ﬁmmtmmmmvgm,mtwmﬂaﬂng,m,wtha
deed itself ram, t1end in the first ward of the Oity of Schemectedy which includes
BTumemme:ﬂmmmuaummmmmmn
stending on the premises.’ Not & bad dey's work, signing sway the colloge in the
hope of future lottery returns. Morchant Jemes was in serious dsnger of becoming
mdmw,aatateoraﬂainhenﬂ.shtmthawapmdataﬂhadmmm
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subsequent deovelopment of events,

Lottery=Manager Nott felt that active participation in the business of
‘running off" the various serdies of tickets was somewhat beneath the dignity of
President Notts To avoid this predicament he engaged the firm of Yates and Melntyre,
professional lottery operators, to do the actual work for him, They were to receive
four per cent of the 15 per cent allowed the institutions for his services, which
left the Reve Preosident with a prospective 2} per cent on 4,492,000, no work, and
what he hoped would be no responsibility. And Yates and McIntyre were bound by
law to pay in 11 years,

For some time everything progressed smoothly, Merchant Jemes collected
his 6} per cent imtercst, Dre Nott taught Kames, made stoves, entertained the
Harquis de Lafayette, and deposited neat sums in the president's fund, which he
liked to call the residuary fund,

And then something blew ups On Jamuary 4, 1826, Yates and McIntyre
wrote to Dr, Nott in part as follws: "It has become negessary to inform you that
such have been our losses that we have no reasonable prospect of being able to pay
the sum stipplated or even to pay the prizes in the lottery now ponding unless we
can procure immediately pecuniary assistance to a large amount, If such
assistance can be procured we are confident that we shall fulfill our contract
with the college and save our other ereditors harmlese, In view of the eircumstances
we have thought it our duty to propose that you and the treasurer should raise for
our immediate relief $100,000,

The day the reverend president received that letter must have been a
bad days, The college ﬁd pledged its bonds and ite property to lr. James on the
future of those loiteries, And now Dr. Nott was asked to go forth and find almost
twice as much as the college had already borrowed., But Dr, Nott was not a quitter,
He had set out to build a college, and if mnother trip to Albany would do the Job,
travel he woulde
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What he sald to the merchanteeducator no one will over know, but on
January 11, 1826, the following agreement was signed: 'Whereas William James has
become bound for John B, Yates and Archibald MeIntyre, contractors under the
trustees of Union College for the drawing of the lotteries they have (a few words
here in the original document are illegible) for the purpose of enabling the said
Yates and MeIlntyre to pay prizes that may be drawm in the sum of £100,000,"'
William James was probably as badly seared as Eliphalet Nott, although not so
scared that he neglected to extract a personal agreement from Treasurer Heary
Yates and the reverend president to make good any losses he might susiain, The
intercot rate was still 6} per cent,

On January 12, 1826, after what was probably a most umploasant night,
Dr. Nott wrote to Treasurer Yates the following smasing letter, which reads in
parts 'You and I have such unlimited powers and have used them so boldly end so
frequently without ever consulting the resident trustees, who are a standing
committee with powers om all emergencies, that I feel anxious in the first place
to arm ourselves and prepare for our justification in case of the wrsteeand
having done so to prevent the disaster contemplatede-and if going even further
than we have gone will prevent iteemy advice is to go still farther and to stick
at nothing but impossibilities, for if we are able to show that we have gone inte
these varied and bold measures really to preserve and idmeo the interests of the
concern trusted to us=ewhatever may be the result and however we may be charged
with imprudence, our characters will not suffere~and this is what has chiefly given
me uneasinesgeesnd the more so as I know there are people who would make the
worst use of our errors.’ The postseript which concludes the letter holds the key
to Nott's cheracter: After admitting what if it had beem publicly known, would
have precipitated a giddy scandal at the time, the man calmly wroto as an appendix
to this letter, 'Purchase for me such a set of pencils as your brother's of the

best kind,'
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The $100,000 which William James advanced to Yates and l'giniyre seemed
to do the tricks The prize drawings were 'run off' smoothly for sometime. During
the mext yoar, July, 183W, Merchant James became Trustee James of Union College and
oignificantly enough a member of the finance committese There is no reasson to
believe that thies sudden honor had anything to do with this estimable gentleman's
enthusiasm for higher education,

William James enters the lottery pleture but once more, The occasion
is ome on which the lottery managers, Yates and Melntyre, take mournful comfort
in pointing & moral lesson for the edification of thier employor, Super=Lottery
Manager Notte On November, B, 1828, they wrote to him as follows: ‘We have
regeived from lre Jemes notice in writing that he will no longer indorse us,
execept for such motes as shall fall due bofore the first day of January. If this
be his unal tereble deecision I would desire to know ite I regret exgeedingly that
a state of things to which I alluded in a former communieation is so soon to be
brought abouts It is always dangerous to be in the power of any one man and we
will probably be teught that by experience,'

From 1826 until the comeclusion of the lottery contract in 1833 matters

between Dr. Nott and his managers went from bad to worses The college menaged

eventually to collect some $276,000 for its endowment, The president's fund finally
became a subjeet for legislative investigation; the rosult of which was the complete

vindication of Dre Notts Trustee James (whose son Henry gradusted from 'his
father's college® in 1830) died in 1832, leaving to his heirs the tangible assets
of an unusual college education and to the college a box full of cancelled checks
and released securities,”
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JACOBITES. By Mazwell
Geismar. 436 pp. Houghton
Mifflin. §7.

By Alan Pryce-Jones

T WAS Philip Guedalla, I

think, who divided the
work of Henry James into
| three periods: those of James
I, and James II, and James
the Old Pretender, Maxwell
Geismar goes one better: he
simply underlines the Pre-
tense,

It was inevitable that some
attack should fall about now
on the apparently impregna-
ble fortress which for many
vears has protected James'
international reputation. Mr.
Gelsmar sets about its senti-
nels with a critical knobker-
I rie. Whack! for the “inflamed
and cloudy rhetoric” of Mr.
Blackmur. Whack! for Mr.
Stallman's ‘fervent meta-

Whack! for the “sheer po-
etic license of the two ex-
patriated  English  poets,
Auden and Spender" (Two,
My, Geismar?), Sniff! for
Messrs. Dupee and Matthies-
sen, “perhaps the best of the
Jacobite critics.”

What they ought to have
said, in Mr. Geismar's view,
is that James was compound-
ed of “essential snobbery and
antidemocratic bias.” He was
-ashamed of his country. He
was blinded by the romantic
death-fires of a vanishing
Europe. He had no stories to
tell, Totally excluded from the
world of passion, or even sen-
sation, he was just an old
Hinny born out of time, who
has somehow managed post-
humously to fog the critical
intelligence of two continents.

My, Geismar has a certain
amount of right on his side.
From Max Beerbohm on-
_ward—a name not mentioned

in these pages—James has |
been a subject of quiet mirth.
At times. But not at all times, |

‘He can be among the most

maddening of writers, and

there will be plenty to applaud
Mr. Geismar's determination
to establish this. There is

HENRY JAMES AND THE

physical misinterpretations.”

Maxwell Geismar

something glaucous about
James' personality, Pecksnif-
fian even. Those endless
onion-skins of sensibility, un-
peeling round a central core
of dedication to art, are at
times oddly lined with damp
flannel.

But effectively to demolish
James needs a tone unlike
that of Mr. Geismar. He can
pose a question thus: “And
how, really, could such emi-
nent critics as F. O. Matthies-
sen and Kenneth B. Murdock
accept this outrageous James-
ian precept of the immacu-
late vision; or let us say the
immaculate perception?” He
can ask whether James were
not beside Herman Wouk or
J. D Salinger, “the perfect
figurehead for the American
fifties."” He can let irritation
flare into anger until the

pbkerrie falls on his own
er, &S When he berates
ed 72 at the time
s romanticism and
ity in behaving like the
d on Man in 1914, when
the" main prop of his argu-
ments to date is that James
was never a Common Man.

-
evil

There is a
study to be made of a special
brand of American, now as
extinet as the dodo, who re-
acted to Europe in the James-
lan spirit towards the turn
of the century; the very last
of them, James’' friend Ethel
Sands the painter, died only
the: other day. It is a pity
none of them is alive o offer
a retort to Mr. Geismar in
his own coin (Edith Whar-
ton, in particular, though no
club-wielder, carried a most
formidable parasol). A sym-
pathetic study of their limi-
tations and triumphs might
throw into high relief those
of James, their spokesman.

cross to exercise his critical
faculty: he merely whacks.
James ought to have been
another Dreiser, we learn, al-
though, since he was bound
to fail in whatever he at-
tempted, it seems unlikely
that he would have done
better in Dreiser's “tougher,
more realistic and sardonic”
vein. :

He ought to have stayed at
home, instead of mixing with
the nobs in Europe. He ought
fo have been cosier in the
home, choosier in the com-
pany he kept, more and better
in the bed—Mr. Geismar
worries a lot abou mes'
sexual inadequacy. m.
he ought to have wri quite
different books, differently.

In Mr. Geismar's own phrage,

Come now.

fascinating
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HENRY JAMES SR. HONORED ON FOUNDERS DAY

Union College honored Henry James,
\Sr., an 1830 graduate, at its Founders'
Day ceremonies, February 23. He was a
'$udent of religious and social problems,
and father of two sons who left an in-
| delible imprint on American culture,

The ceremonies, which marked the
168th birthday of the College, took place
in Memorial Chapel.

James, the son of a successful business-
man, was born in Albany in 1811, He
entered Union in 1828 and was gradu-
ated two years later. His brief career at
the College was interrupted during his
senior year when he ran away to Boston
to work as a proofreader for the Chris=
tian Examiner.

“As a Union student,” Dr. Harold A.
Larrabee, professor emeritus of philoso-
phy at Union, has written, "Henry James,
Sr. has two ironic and unmatchable dis-
tinctions. He was probably the first per-
son anywhere to wear a fraternity pin.
... He was also the only Union student
in history whose father, while his son
was in College, held a mortgage bond for
$200.000 on the entire campus. . . . The
bond, incidentally, was floated by the then
president Eliphalet Nott, in an attempt to
pay off the prizes in the College lottery,
the principal means of raising money for
the College in those days.”

James' passion for non-conformity led
his: famous son, Henry the novelist, to

_ nenry Jam r.
v Pi" e
nion College will honor at its

the day ceremonies Mon-
dent of o 1830 graduate and)
blems, who Toft an el

-l. e‘

describe his father many years later as
“quite definitely wild” while a college
student.

Following graduation, James, at the
urging of his father, studied law briefly
and then tried business ventures in Can-
andaigua and Albany. When his father
died in 1832, the share of the estate
which he inherited yielded an income of
about $10,000 a year, thus enabling him
to pursue his own interests without re-
gard to their practicality.

James attended Princeton Theological
Seminary in 1835 but left a year later,
rejecting the tenets of Calvinism as they
were taught there, "He launched out to

¥ $eek his own solutions to religious prob-

lems and soon became an adherent of
Swedenborg, the famous Swedish scien-
tist, philosopher, and theologian. In
things material, he was largely guided by
the famous French socialist Fourier.

In 1840 James married Mary Robert-
son Walsh. The first of their two famous
sons, William, the philosopher, was born
in 1842. Henry Junior, the famous
American novelist, was born the follow-
ing, year, the same year that the family
left for England. During Henry Senior’s
6 years abroad he struck up friendships
with Carlyle, the historian, and many of
the influential freethinkers of the period.

Upon his return, his writings began to
multiply with rapidity and today he is

probably best remembered for Sub-
stance and Shadow; or, Morality and
Religion in Their Relation to Life, pub-
lished in 1863, and Society the Re-
deemed Form of Man and the Earner of
God's Omnipotence in Human Nalure,
which appeared in 1879.

Through his friend, Ralph Waldo Em-
erson, James came to know many of the
leading transcendentalists of the period,
including Margaret Fuller, William EI-
lery Channing and Bronson Alcott.
Among his other friends were Thoreau
and Thackeray.

James became a philosopher and theo-
logian in his own right though he never
attained the greatness of his two sons.
“One of the most perplexing of the many
patadoxes about him is that he was in-
tenscly religious, yet almost savagely
anti-clerical,” Professor Larrabee has
written. “He loved originality and spon-
taneity so much that he hated them when
they had become institutionalized. This
hostility to ritual (the family had no
pew in any church) liberated his sons
from the machinery and trappings of or-
thodox without depriving them of a deep
concern for values.”

Speakers at the Founders' ceremonies
were Professor Larrabee and Professor
Leon Edel of New York University,
widely regarded as the foremost living
authority on the James family.

U ic H[es
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Henry James,

"Society "the Redeemed Form of Man® (
R h 1874).,
daughter of James Walsh, New York city. )

attained distinction:

novelist,

déution by the editosr,
The N. C, of A

\~ “James, Henry—b. Albany, N. Y., June 3, 1811: U. C.
& author, Albany, N. Y.; Cambridge and Bostop, Mass.; d. Boston, Mass.. Dec -
D 18,182 Shosieelors Theot ot trd (TS

\
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O.A M. 1830 Mec, /732
_Tll.is fall has seen an unusual concentra-
tion of attention upon the James family,
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: the former as a writer on phil
as professor of philesophy at Harvard: &t} L e -y
= i ; Lhe latter &
Henry James, Sr., T as a brilli

Philosophy of Henry James: 4 Di et '
Y ' ! : 4 gest" 'appeared i 4
published, in 1885, a volume of his Tather's "Li&@éﬁgé'ﬁ

a fragmentary autobiogr&gﬁy and a ecomplete bibli0g raphy,

« B.g Vol. XITI, Page 66,

2.

He was married in 1 fa19
Their sons 7illiam anasgiﬁr§°h23§¥
chology ‘and
ant essgyist and
Dec, 18, 1882, "The

and William James |}

emains," whiegh contains
as well as an intro-

died in, Cambridge, lass,

, 1830; (24); Swedenb. ; el = .
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Tue Erper Hexry James. By Adustin
Warren. (Macmillan. $2.50.)

Whether, or not, Henry James (1811-
1885) would be the subject of a substantial
biography fifty years after his dcflt}]. 11;:_.1 he
not been the father of two distingnished
sons. is a matter of conjecture; but one thing
is certain—he was a man of unigue and force-
ful mind and character in his own right. His

‘m‘

independency was evident in1thar fact that AL

though he was a devotee of Swedenborg, he g

was “an implacable foe” of the New (or ’

Swedenborgian) Church, and also in the cor- i

responding fact that though he was a Social-
ist, a disciple of Fourier, he belonged to no
organization. He was the friend of Emerson
and Carlyle, a philosopher who developed a
system of his own, an author who wrote with
vigor and with an uncompromising and un-
restrained critical honesty. Mr. Warren has
written a biography worthy of his subject—
direct in style and honest and thoroughgoing
in its method. Notes, bibliography and index,
as well as text, mark the book from !_hc mass
of ephemeral and superficial studies that
have become so prevalent in hiography.




1830 Henry James

See: Howells

| His Life and World
Van WwﬁﬁlBrooks

| E. P. Dutton & Co.

. New York 1959

Numerous references
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Was Albanian

By EDGAR S. VANOLINDA

‘One of the most controv?‘lai stories ever to be trans-
lated to the medium of motion pictures, titled “The Inno-
cents,” will open at the Hellman Memorial Theatre in upper
Washington Avenue tomorrow for dm indefinite engage-
ment. The eerie tale of mid-V ;

by the late novelist, Henry
James, one of the pioné
Innocents” is an intrigu
James’ classic ghost story
that has fascinated and

n England was written
‘brother of William
in America. “The
aptation of Henry
the Screw,” a tale
itudes since it first
fexe |

uld have a certain|

appeal for literary Albani
and William James, Ticest
chant in this city. Born U
age of 63. He was the b
and alone, he became on
place of business stood
ner of State and Green
Mr. Adler of Keeler's
Tesidence was on the e

Steuben. o
Capote
Truman Capot, who

novel, has fashioned a tru
of the '_£_1rsb essays into the

swn fortune, Unaided
men in America. His
fds—on the west cor-
pperty now owned by

‘Screen play from the
Jle document and one
-ealm of what, today,
eveloped by Sigmtmd
e, the photography,
: 'vidual nomina-

ingly ar ost delig

e has ever known. But there is some-
_ _intangible about the children and about
‘the house. There are intimations of evil. Then ghosts ap-
ear, The “normal” little girl seems possessed by demons;
normal” brother recites macabre verses about a dead
visit from the grave. There is a spine-tlng!ing climax
as the boy and his governess confront the “thing” thal has
' been hounding them.

Tale of Horror

James wrote the story both as a straight tale of horror
and as a psychological study of good and evil. In fact, in the
ongmal story which we read many years ago, the reader
is never sure that the ghosts are not figments of the
governess' imagination. The picture retains the same pro-
fundity as the book.

The camera readily creates its own illusion of ghost-
liness, greatly helped with the use of black and white|
photography. What unnatural hypnotic hold have the two
dead persons, the former valet, Quint, and his inamorata,
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'‘Around the Town

James' Name
Given Honor

By EDGAR S. VAN OLINDA
Most people would feel honored to have a street named

94

—
Ree

In’their honor and feel that their business or civic careers

had been a success.

- But to have had two streets and a town be their
name might seem to be the height of apprec:sticn one
short span of life. ’I‘he man who rated this signal mark of

iation _James, who came to Albany from

ﬁlznd in 1793. - ames Street, formerly Middle Lane in

¥, James Street in Syracuse. and Jamesville, N. Y.

bear witness to the greatness of a man who has been dead
over a century.

At his death, William James was one of the utys

lthiest men, if not one of the richest men in America

1e amassed a fortune in his mercantile establishment al

Ea _southwest corner of State and Green Streets, the build:

now the property of Keeler's Restaurant. On the

. en Street side of the building may still be seen the

- anchor for the block and tackle used to hoist the merchan.

;lm into the upper floor storercom. On the State Street
{ levelis the Jewe ry store of Fuhrman’s, Inc.

[N

i~ Canal Promoter
7 Mr, James Was active in promoting the Erie Canal and

e

vice-president. He was also a director of the State
of Union College and the
' yuty Com-

Alban;
e Siate of New York d'nnng e War of
G o Srackiest ot “'{osé 3"%—“38 i o]
preside e ths of
Alba,nyA engr frbmlszstolsaz A

1,1962 98

~aTy

§ one of the founders of the Albany Savings Bank and |

| tual interests without the
were ﬂxed at one mile north P wi dise
and south on the Hudson \'::: of ‘earying a: ans.

hmm these limits all va-

@her after his graduat;on {
later, a member of the faculty s &l
physmlegy In 1890, William Jame .
making volume: *‘Principles of Ps which b
this. new scienmofthammmmmmeieumd tbe
medical world.

It might seem to a luter generation that the city
fathers might have been a

little more generous in their

slotment of a thoroughfare
to perpetuate the memory. of Clipped from o
such an mﬂuent;al Albanian, .
But at the time of William Tow -l
James' death, Albany had 1830
anly ~a limited number of = — e 1
streets and these were all by
spoken for. They did the 4 }
mﬂﬁmfﬁ% S‘ﬂ‘ﬁ:t.d Joseph R. Brown, Jr. '03 f-' :
 Another Albany street did
fare so well as James | poje. Gyuivou 9N
met That is Dongan Ave-

m'in the South End, named
for Governor Thomas  Don-
gan, 'who gave Albany its
charter in 1686. By this dacu

gnt the limits of the city

Henry  James’

d* a fortune ldﬁlba

arge enuuah to) enable hls.
descendants {o pursue intellec-

River and 16 miles in a 'hi“'.
northwesterly direction.

cant and unappropriated
ands were vested in the city
thus ending for all
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__It’s Easier Said

“The Aspern Papers’. is Henry Jumes’ tanta-
Fizing novelatte about an Amevican- editor’s search
Jor the lettors written to his mistress by Aspern, a
mythical Anterican poet of Byron's time. Tle editor
finds the mistress—aow old wid eccentric—linving in
poverty in Vienice with hker spinster niece. His at-
tempts to doquire the letters by any means provide
the dram in the gtage adaptation by Sir Michael
Redgrave, the British actor who recently stavved hore
in Terence Rattigan's “The Complaisant Lover.”

By Sir Michael Redgrave

“Half the enjoyment of Venice,” Xaid Henry James

“is a guestion of dodging."”

It is now
“Sunday-writer's”

nearly fifteen
hand to adapting Heniy

years sinee I turned. my

James' “The,

| Aspern Papers” for the stage and I can no longer to a point

—as James might have put it
—preeisely remember what
prompted me to do so. Ad-
miration, of eourse, but adap-
| tation is perhaps not the sin-
| eevest foym of flattery. Then
J there: are the obvious dra-
| matic possibilities of the plot.
and scenes which seem to ask
| to be lifted straight onto the
stage. The only problem be-
ing how to get them there.
The Villain as Hero
The ftransportation diffi-
culties are considerable. To
riante but three; the hero,

Aspern, who to my mind is
also the villain, is dead and

book, 10 ole
written in the first person,
and the plot seen through his
eyes only. The third obstacle,
or perhaps it 1s the first, is
. that the validity of the plot
depends on how much we can
believe that the dead hero was
an American poet of interna-
tional repute, of the time and
slature 'of Byron, (James
found the core of his plot n
a posthumous Byron aned-
dote.’ More than one critie
of the novel faulted James on
this point, for the reason that

no American poet of that era
and of such reputation is
known, and James ‘was atb
pains to defend himself in
the preface to a later edition.

Thornton Wilder read one
of my versions some years ago
and he took the same view,
advising me to “forget"” James
on this point and make the
dead hero Byron or Shelley.
But the more I thought about
it the more I was convinced
that the Jamesian intangi-
bility is part of the essence of
this story. Moreover, thotigh
indeed there may have been
no truly great American poet
before Whitiman, would it not
be excitin LEVERr NOW, We
discovered that there had

been—which is precisely what

the leading male character of
the story hopes, and fails, to
establish?
A Labor of Love

The project, for me, was a
labor of love. 1 never in-
tended it as a vehicle for my-
self as an actor. I certainly
did not imagine that it would
run a year in London and be
performed all over Europe.

Nevertheless, I clung to the
thought of it. I kept buying
options on the rights to the
story: I cutit, I rewrote, I put
it away again, And then—one
day—1 took all my versions

Maurice Evans is the editor, Wendy Hiller the spinster niece
of Aspern’s aged mistress, Francoise Rosay, in
“The Aspern Papers.” opening at the Plavhouse Wednesday.

out of a drawer, looked at

" them and decided—as Wilder

had advised — to “forget
James": except in the matter
of Aspern vs. Byron. I re-
wrote it once more, cutting
out much of the elaborate
pastiche of the later Jamesian
manner with which 1 had
started my labor of love and
which would have made the
author, to say the least, un-
easy,

He would certainly
have relished n
chief male
anonymous
navel—"H.

by which James was fre-
gquently known. "The Mas-
ter” 'was, 1 am told by
authorities, an nvetemte de-
stroyer of “too " personal”
papers. I am only oo reagy
to believe them. But the
eetm of a work of avt—,
the donnée, or the troubaille
a8 James wonld have called

often comes from an idea

1 wonld seem to be

" haps, have qualified his dis-
pleasure with an American

“‘maybe,’” an English "really?™
or a Jamesian - French
“quand-meme™!
“Quand-méme.” of CoUrse,
he might not. I I need

e

from & DasS
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+ excuse, let it be In
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arts edge

the

(taftB50jorvel-q o0y 3




PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE: BERNARD R. CARMAN + Area Code 518 FR 2-3385

NEWS BUREAU: EDWARD BORN + Area Code 518 FR2-3384

RELEASE

from UNION COLLEGE

SCHENECTADY 8, N. Y.

RSy Henry James Sr./? on Founders' Day
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SCIENEC AP, N Yoy Pebr=8-~Union College wistk—tomer At its

e

founders'! day ceremonies Feb, 2 dsﬁfy James Sr., an 1830 graduate
S RIV Ry TR e TN

#gjqustudent of religious and social prcblems, and father of two sons

who left an indelible imprint on American culture,
é?‘éihe ceremonies, which mark the 168th birthday of the college,
in Memorial Chapel eat—Seta o o

James, the son of a successful businessman, was born in Albany
in 1811, He entered Union in 1828 and was graduated two years later.
His brief career at the college was interrupted during his senior
year when he ran away to Boston to work as a proof reader for the
"Christian Examiner,"

"As a Union student," Dr, Harold A, Larrabee, professor emeritus
of philosophy at Union, has written, "Henry James Sr, has two ironic
and unmatchable distinctions, He was probably the first person
anywhere to wear a fraternity pin., . « .He was also the only Union
student in history whose father, while his son was in college, held
a mortgage bond for {$200,000 on the entire campus.  « " The bond,
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ION TO HONOR HENRY JAMES SR. ON FOUNDERS' DAY

incidentally, was floated by the then president, Eliphalet Nott,

in an attempt to pay off the prizes in the college lottery, the

principal means of raising money for the college in those days,

James' passion for non-conformity led his famous son, Henry

the novelist, to describe his father many years later as “quite

definitely wild" while a college student.

Following graduation James, at the urging of his father,
studied law briefly and then tried business ventures in Canadaigua
When his father died in 1832, the share of the estate

and Albany.
which he inherited yielded an income of about $10,000 a year, thus
enabling him to pursue his own interests without regard to their
practicality.

James attended Princeton Theological Seminary in 1835 but left
a year later, rejecting the tenets of Calvinism as they were taught
there, He launched out to seek his own solutions to religious
problems and soon became an adherent of Swedenborg, the famous
Swedish scientist, philosopher, and theologian., In things material,
he was largely guided by the famous French socialist Fourier,

In 1840 James married liary Robertson Walsh., The first of
their two famous sons, William, the philosopher, was born in 1842,
Henry Junior, the famous American novelist, was born the following
year, the same year that the family left for England. During
Henry Senior's years abroad he struck up friendships with Carlyle,
the historian, and many of the influential freethinkers of the
period.

MORE
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Upon his return, his writings began to multiply with rapidity
and today he is probably best remembered for "Substance and Shadow;
or, Morality and Religion in Their Relation to Life,'" published in
1863, and '"Society the Redeemed Form of Man and the Earnest of
God's Omnipotence in Human Nature," which appeared in 1879,

Through his friend, Ralph Waldo Emerson, James came to know
many of the leading transcendentalists of the period, including
Margaret Fuller, William Ellery Channing and Bronson Alcott., Among
his other friends were Thoreau and Thackeray,

James became a philosopher and theologian in his own right,
though he never attained the greatness of his two sons, "One of
the most perplexing of the many para&oxes about him is that he was
intensely religious, yet almost savagely anti-clerical," Prof.,
farrabee has written, "He loved originality and spontaneity so
much that he hated them when they had becom institutionalized.

This hostility to ritual (the family had no pew in any church)
liberated his sons from the machinery and trappings of orthodox
without depriving them of a deep concern for values,"

He died at Cambridge, Mass,, in 1882,

Speakers at the ceremonies will be Prof, Larrabee and Prof,
Leon Edel of New York University, widely regarded as the foremost
living authority on the James family.
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.| To the Editor of The Herald:

1 182) spent his life in the study of phil- |
 rosophy and theology and set forth his |

C
AN ERRONEOUS STATEMENT

In today's editorial on the achieve-
ments of clergymen’'s sons, I find re-

peated the customary and quite en’ory; -

ous statement -that Henry James, Sr%

gist, was a clergyman. James (1811-

>
father of thé novelist and psycholo- ;
|
]

views at his own expense in a long

series of brilliantly written if not alto-
gether luminous expositions, but he
never fook holy orders and, constituted,
indeed, an almost lifelong eritic and
adversary of the ecclesiastical world.
He professed to have discovered the
truth about the universe in the writings
of Emanuel Swedenborg, but his diction
was never more richly abusive than
when he proceeded to characterize the
ecclesiasticism founded to promote the |
doctrines of the seer. The novelist, in |
his “Notes of a Son and Brother,” pages |
167-70, describes the embarrassment
occasioned himself and his brothers in
early life by the perverse and anoma-
lous position of their parent. The James
family did not keep the Sabbath, and
no clergyman ever visited their home.
“Clergymen remained for us,’” says the
son, “creatures of pure hearsay, so that
when, late in my teens . . . I hegan to
see them portrayed by George Eliot and
Anthony Trollope, the effect was the
dfsclosure of a new and romantic spe-
cies." !

James’s religion centred in the affir-
mation of God's incarnation in human-
ity. Denying what he called “moral-
ism” (or the making much of the sub-
jective differences between saint and
sinner), he steadfastly affirmed that we
should find salvation only “by sinking
all private design$ upon Deity, and
identifying our hopes with humanity
with the great life which bears us upon
her bosome and feeds us with the milk
of her unitary and eternal destiny.
(Lectures and Miscellanies, 242.)

. AUSTIN WARREN.
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)
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EIGHT UNCOLLECTED TALES OF
HENRY JAMES. Edited with an in-
troduction by Edna, Kenton. 314
pp. MNew Brunswick, N. J.: Rutgers
University Press. $4.25. '{’1{.

By LEON EDEL/ 7g 7

HIS modest volume, awk-
wardly but explicitly titled,

contains eight of the fifteen
tales Henry James disowned
during his long and productive
literary life. Since he wrote 106
tales in all, and was a consist-
ent ‘“reviver’” of his stories,
this was not a large number to
cast aside. From time to time
it was his habit to range
through the old magazines and
carefully select the stories he
wished to preserve; he scrubbed
their faces and combed their
hair (as he put it), gave them
the better literary manners of
his later style, and offered
them to the public between the
covers of a book.

We can safely say, therefore,
that if these fifteen stories did
not receive this elaborate ablu-
tional treatment it was because
James definitely rejected them.
They lay buried for half a cen-
tury until Albert Mordell col-
lected seven of them in a volume
entitled ‘“Traveling Compan-
ions.” Edna Kenton now gives
us the remainder.

In a brilliant and provocative
preface, Miss Kenton tells us
why these repudiated stories
are worth collecting at this late
date. She shows us, in twenty
compact pages bristling with
insights, that James was plow-
ing the ground for his later
fiction,

Some of the tales use ma-
terial exploited during the en-
suing years; and imbedded in
them are those terms of refer-
ence that were to. constitute
James’ special lexicon of fic-
tion. In these stories he is al-
read concentrating the
and- the “centex
ferest.” He is laying emphasis

1y on

“case”

of in-

umes of Henry James plays
and stories and is working on
a life of the author.

mained at the heart of his
work, In particular, he is using
the first person narrative as an
elaborate technica] device.

In discussing this facet of
James' technique, Miss Kenton
illuminates for us the novelist's
view that the writer must seek
and obtain—as Proust later
argued—the participation of
the reader, if possible enlist his
imagination as well as his in-
terest. The young James, who
had freshly abandoned the Har-
vard Law School to make his
way as a writer, foresaw his
future task with extraordinary
clarity. The reader, he wrote"
when he was a precocious 22,
“does quite half the labor" and
the author's “grand point” is
to get hold of him. “It is per-
haps a secret,” wrote James,
“put until it is found out, I
think that the art of story-tell
ing cannot be said to have ap
proached perfection.”

THAT James during the fol
lowing decades discovered thig
seeret is perhaps most strik
ingly illustrated in "“The Tur
of the Screw''—a tale in whic
horror and evil are only sug
gested by the author and th
reader is left to do all the spe
cifying. Miss Kenton makes a
plea as James always did, fo
the “ruminant reader,” for “at
tention of perusal.”

These tales themselves in-
clude . James' first published
"'Story of a Year," which re-
veals his early talent. even
though it creaks with such
quaint Victorianisms as “Good
reader, this narrative is averse
to retrospect.” (James was less
and less to address his reader
so directly.) There are a couple
of stories that show the novice
floundering badly, and several
examples of leisurely narration,
such as the sgkillful "Gabrielle
de Bergerac,” the more mature
stly Rental” and “Craw-

 This is a volume mnot only for
initiated Jamesians; it is a
first-rate guide to the begin-
nings of our subtlest and most
civilized practitioner of fiction.

ORN in 1843. reared in the

politan, lei d social
milieu that he was to mirror in
his fiction, Henry James seemed,
in early life. as likely to follow
a career of science, drawing or
the law as of literature. The
outbreak of the Civil War, at
about the time he began to write, '
increased the awareness he had
Jlong possessed of the plight of the
sensitive individual in an insen-
sitive world, taught him, as he
later expressed it, that this was
a world “more complicated than
it had heretofore seemed, the
future more treacherous, success
more difficult * * * a world in
which everything happens.” It
is this awareness that marks all
of his writing. the early lales no
less than the later.

Henry James, about 21.
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['he Jameses: A Family of Minds

Hartley Grattan's Study of the Two Henrys and of William Emphasizes

T hetr Continuing Influenc

THE THREE JAMESES: A FAM-|the sclieme for posthumous moral
ILY OF HéiVDS. H!;\TC Hr;r-'f;;y regulation fell through.
Grattan., 1 pp. ew York: ~ - L L
Longmans, Green & Co. $8.50. Henry 1st, fourth child of his fa

| ther's: third marriage, appeared in

By EDWARD M. KINGSBURY |1811 He was brought up in thel
R. GRATTAN as for-|sternest Calvinist atmosphere. He |
tunate in his choice of sub- |began in the days when men ‘were

ject as the second and third | pleasantly taught to fear “‘the ven-
generations  of Jameses | geance of an angry God.” He was

were in the American founder of (a perfectly docile believer in the
their line. Thelirs is a glorious ln—lauatere He

is

dogma. remembered

stance of the value of leisure. Prob- | “bedewing his pillow with tears
lems of religion. problems of | and beseeching God to grant me
lhought, psychology. literature, | forgiveness.!" He was an active lad

a

|d

-

G
-

lw

Henry James Se. (1811-1882).

till at 15 he had to endure without
anesthetics two amputgtfons of one

leg, at the thigh, Thenceforth the
inward life deepened, but he was
long unhappy, encompassed ““with
the terrors of hell and the dread of
estrangement from God.” At the
Albany Academy he was a pupil of
Joseph Henry. He prepared for
Union Coliege, a liberal institution
for the day Graduated at_lﬁ, he
flirted with the law and then spent
a couple of years at Princeton Theo-
lqg!p_al_iemtn_&l_‘g__f_&ere he broke|
with Presbyterian orthodoxy; and
he spent some years in arriving at
his religious orientation. He went

is

smblings in the world of .men and
wat of philosophers, realities and
lusions engaged them. They had
ifts of meditation and expression.
hey were good fellows, hrushlngﬂ
p daily against their kind. As one
egins this excellent book one re-
lects how much pleasanter this
ale of lears and merriment would
e if one were allowed to choose his
randfather. William James 1st over
Iuere was a Cavan County Pres
yterian of a family said fo be of
Velsh origin, He came over in
786, the birth-year of the Federal
sovernment. In 1783, at the age of
1, he turned up in Albany as a

ri

lerk. In & couple of years he|to England and discovered Sande-
tarted with a partner a tobacco|manianism. The Saandemanians
nd cigar shop. HIis Interest ex-|were queer primitive literalists.

He published one of their books of
doctrine, They were a sort of com-
munists. They kept love-feasts and
refrained from eating blood. In the
'40s the United States abounded in
attempts to break.away from the
old fettering systems of life and
dogma and build utopias and
crankeries. Brook Farmers, Fourl-
erites and many lesser movements
had thelr day. James was sympa-
thetic but moderate in his view of
all the new enthusiasms and liberal-
isms, The Age of Reform was in
full swing. In 1840 James was mar-
ried in Washington Square to Mary
Walsh, sister of a fellow-seminarian
at Princeton. The two dwelt to-
gether in harmony for more than
forty years, After his wife's death
James lost the heart to live and
8soon followed. At the Astor House,
fit birthplace for a member of a
wandering tribe, William James 2d
came to life in 1842, and Emerson
wag taken fo look at him. The two
sages met for the first time this
year. James admired and loved
Emerson all his life, but was never
able to get much out of him for his
own eonHehtenmant

sanded with the growing prosperity
f the State. He came to be the
ichest man in Albany next to Ste-
yhen Van Rensselaer, last of the
yatroons, He was o banker, money-
ender and what not. He and Dr. |
Nott_of Unlon College had a great
nany financial transactions to-
rether. At one time William 1st had
» mortgage on_all the college real
stateriHe had salt works In Syra.
use, r estate In New York. In
thort, he had many varieties of
susiness experience and many arts
»f making money, He was the kind
f grandfather to have. When he
died, in 1832, his fortune was esti-
mated at $3,000.000, a very pretty
sum for those days. He tried to tie
t up as long as be could. He In-
vested the t(rustees with a digs-
tretionary power of "Pul'l.lnhl.l'l.g and
rewarding virtue in the cestuy que
lrust.!' Any heir who failed to come
up to the standard was to have an
annuity for life sufficient for his
wants, Henry 1st, an utterly blame-
less youth, was restricted to an an:
nuity of $2,500 a year in conse
quence of some obscure dispute; bul
he got his full ahare in the and and

Yaosra pftar

Seriptures,

precincts of the

ever,

light.

1 8

their acquaintanes began he wrote:

Good heaveny! How soothed
and comforted | was by the inno-

cent lovely lool of my new ac-
quaintance, by his tender cour-
tesy, his erays laudatory ap-

Eenerny
preciation of my crude literary
ventures! Angd yaw 1 used to lock
myself up with pim in his bed-
room, swe that before the
door was openeq [ would arrive at
the secrel of his immense su-

periority te mmon herd of
literary men! [pjght just as well
have locked mygelf up with a
handful of g pnds, so far &s
any ecapaei of self-cognizance

existed in him s # * The immense
superiority [ gributed to him
vas altogether personal or prac-
tical—by no megps intellectual; it
came to him By pirth or genius,
like a woman'y peauty or charm
of manner; pgq pther account was
to be Eiven of it in truth than

f was an un-

that Emerson hi
sexed wo . @ yeritable fruit of

man
J}"'ﬂlg‘hty Powerg jn our nature.
' * Any ay old dame in a
horse car would nave satisfied my
intellectua) capsgity just as well.

mystica]

wen|( to

Cgrivle.

inner,

¢ damned shape

seconds
reck,"

he felt himself

suddqmy

m with a difference.

co-Jacobean

| James, who haj fallen back upcni
intepretation of the

England for
more light, Natyrglly de did not get
much but eloudg gnd darkness and
thunder from
1844, sittin

One day in
8 at .gple after a good
he wag g.iged with a cause-

less "perfectly |jeane and abject
terror," ag {f +

"

| were '.ﬂqualtjng ln\!l-‘:’ible within the
room, and raying
out from his fotjy personality influ-
ences fatal tqo te,”
ten

In less than
“e

reduced from
manhood Lo infaney- He stood the
vision for an hoﬁr For two years |Henry James after he stopped

good part of his life to the explica- | s
tion of Swedenlorg. whom, how-
he didn't worship blindly,
finding his style jull and dreary but
the man himself full of spiritual
He wore his Swedenborgian-
He was
against the New Church, as against
all other forms of ecclesiasticism.
He reached his own individual Hen-
Bwedenborgianism.
Mr. Grattan explains the doctrine
patiently and with such illumina-
tion as it is capable of; but he ad-
mits that “after a :sieﬁ:e of Henry

William James (1842-1910).

Fram a Fhotograph by Alice

Howghton

James's theological discourse it is lectures, Alcott said to James,
easy to sympathize with Julia Ward | host in New York,

Howe's friend who, when

coming

away from a James lecture, said
that she ‘would give anything at

this moment for a look at
fat idiot.' "

a good |

New York, Newport, Boston, Cam- |
bridge were the homes of the elder |

Doubtless, My,

dress an eas Edito

care to

your weekly lad)e
them.

the prophet Amgg Alcott

guestion, got Up and gave
terrupter a gooqg shake
controversy ahoyt one ;:f

Henry James (1843-1916).

Eenia: tha

Pardendd Ber o rdrses s

L, you ad-
ence who do'not care 1o e, 2udi-

o0
slipslop which
deals out tgq

evously graveleg

1
. ro- |
this “ghastly eadition of mind"|Ing abroad. At every age he \:a:i-
continued. Hea tiyed the walter cure, !ﬂ Hvely {m} and loved to hit a head. |
He tried the Dgyonshire scenery. Think of the grandmothers in white
Finally a lady stasred him to Swed-| r-fr"'-!’-"‘_ "1:_”1 Spectacles and

siik o1

with a
the in-

'.'.

something about his divine pats
nity as it related to himself. °

dear sir,” exclaimed James, 3"]
have not found your matern
yet. You're an egE lluglf—hal(.hi‘
The shells are yet sticking abc
your head.”” To which Alcott i
dignantly replied, ‘‘Mr. Jam
you are damaged goods, and ‘:‘
come up damaged goods in et
nity."

As he lay dying his daugh

3 e
Alice as 1 what he would like
i his funeral. ‘‘He

1 for-mowhile; and then
‘him to say only this: “F
118s a man who has thought all
life that the ceremonies attend
birth, marriage and death were
damned nongense.” '

William James 2d shared with
brother a wandering education,
England, on the Continent, at N
Port, A swift absorber of imp
sions, he was always drawing in
earlier years, but the microse
BOot the better of the pencil :
Agassiz of Willlam Morris Hi
His adventures in education at
Lawrence Scientific School,
Harvard Medical School and e
Where, his enlistment with Aga.
for the Brazil expedition, his .
vices as an instructor and profes
at Harvard College are well knc
to multitudes who heard but vagy
about his father. Like the lat
he had his crisls and vision. 1
period of extreme mental dep!
sion, !

1 went one evening into .t
dreasing room in the twilight
Procure some article that. w
there, when suddenly there f
upon me without any warning, ju
a3 if it came out of the darkne:
a horriple fear of my own ex
tence. Simultaneously there rc
in my mind the image of
epileptic patient whom I had se
N an asylum, a black-head
Youth with greenish skin, entire
idiotic, who used to sit all day
one of the benches, or rath
shelves, against the wall, with
knees drawn up against his ct
and the coarse gray undersh
which was his only garme
rtawn over them enclosing |
entire figure. He sat there li
A sort of sculptured Egyptian ¢
Or Peruvian mummy, movi
nothing put his black eyes a
looking absolutely non-hums
This image and my fear enter
h‘lto a spec]es [} combinnu
With each other. That shape ¢
1, I felt, potentially. Nothing ;
I possess can defend me BEAIr
that fate if the hour for it shau
strike for me as it ck for hi:
ere was such a herror ?f hi
Such a perception of MY OWD me
Momentary discrepancy, that
Was ag if gomething hitherto sol
In my preast gave way entire
and [ pecame 8 mass of quivi
ing fear. After this the univer
was changed for me altogether,
awoke morning after morni;
with a horrible dread at the |
of my stomach and with the sen



~_n Page 4
f the insecuri¥.of life that I
gevur knew befOre and that T
have never felt since.

more vivid than the description

sort. The superior vigor of the
jvounger man's account shows how
far he had outstripped the elder, |
whose expression, not too|
metaphysical, common
impact. had not
dared the dri. |
He recovered himselfl before long

He boegan cautiously by seeing
reason why Renouvier's “definition |
of free-will—the sustalning of a/
thought because I choose to whun;
I might have other thoughts—need
be the

where
of no
he

was
For months
ta o out alone

no

definition of an illusion. At |
any rate I will assume for the pres- |
ent—until next year—that it is no |

illusion, My first act of free-will

tual

| =
- . a
candor is evident. Wordsworth also
- ¢ m
helped “‘by his emphasis on the

: i v | ia
behind the reality of appearances.' |

freedom of the will and the neces- | ha

of sight and gloss it over."

. Jeal
have,”” says Mr. Grattan, "in this4{®®

s

, . 3 he
which two of James’s most funda-

N A 0 | He
-meliorism and pluralism,

the
already caught from Charles 8. |

.. |and
It is time for the layman to dis- |

¢ 2 | nal
formal criticism and analysis of the | 02

to the experts F Teny
but listen to the verdict and such

@ppeals as may be made.
James's most
ion to psychol

as “the idea
clousness -

ogy, Grattan thinks,
of the stream of con.

This idea was a Ereat contribu-
tion to the t

aking 4

L en 1
ly career, It 4 difinite contri-
bution tg the gradua) disintegra-
tion of the psy :

Ychological life of
man and it found i most com-
Plete expression in literature, Wi-
liam James, therefore, takes his
place as gpe of the forebears of
such writers as James Joyce,
Marce)] Proust, Dorothy Richard-
son, Aldous Huxle 7, Luigi Piran-

o, William Faulkner, Conrad
Afken and sq many others as to
muke any catalogue tedious. This
idea has heen complemented by
another which appeareq in an-
other form in William James's
work under the title of *“The
E;{ul&mina!." He derived it from

. - Myers and applied jt to
the explanation of all sorts of

nsychological pPhenomena like
psychiecal haplu_-nings, split per-
sonalities, multiple personaliy

ieg,
S of previously un-
s and the religious

sudden excesse
tapped energje
exXperience,

Freud

“"carried the disinte
of the

gration

mental life of man" much
further than William James, but the
latter was 4 Ploneer,

a preecursor,
He jg g
mporary literary

would

forerunner of conte;
philosnphers, and as guch
haps a Erealer influence
tellectuai life of
through any

say

per-

of aca-
Glory enough if
What is better,
‘Was fortunate in
wife hagd “great

€yes, an abun-
brown hajr and a
€ complexion which
e extram‘dim;r_v be.

he had no other,
like his father, he
His
luminous
dance of soft,
girlish, wild-ros
together gay

ity
Lo somewhat heavy features. She
PoKe in a resonant organ-like voice
which made the most ordinary

vords sound significant.
1ad a smile which ¢ up
nd seemed to light up the

he took care of the profeg
1ade his life easy.

A hearl_v chap,

And she
her face
world, "'
S0r and
He was a frieng.
rich in friende - .3

1

llucinations can't have been . s

The ha It | good-natured and intellectual prize
is curious that both father and son |

should have an experience of this

suffering,

: | left for Henrv
shall be to believe in free-will." If | . Henry.
: . speak not ¢
there seems to be a little intellec- |
: < . |ally, but as a Jame
hocus-pocus in this. James's

; | needs ver -

presence of an eternal moral order | €218
: i | sions,

Thus, writes Mr, Grattan, * through |

% A g . eopled with curio 8,
a combination of influences. James's | j: dp ubtl ‘:L in Eiow

- : nd s e ngs.
moral grounds to a belief in the| g

k3 . FAnr IR j had also read v
; PN if critical Interpreter. The prin- 0 rea

sity t " Writing  te s : 3 2 " " iy
:I,tﬁ‘flhrof :fi- _mril,k. in I!-;Ti‘ll ;;", li..w-t |cipal works and short stories are ““""I: S€em just iy
;1"‘1 -rhim :” ; S § ;m"n [ considered in detail. Their char- | 'he bequests orfl
ring Self, 5 8 any 1 |

eem able to, to blink the evil out|2Clers and interrelations are exam-
e : ““We | Ined. Mr. Grattan supplies a eriti-

b e ne ing.

profession of a profound conviction !?ft 111 ;:3:“ :l:ﬂflllk
. | = 4 ‘ver

of the reality of evil, the root from | P90 oL

" ¥ A voking to holders
mental philosophical doctrines grew | YoXing holders
T & -t i restin® rac in' |
The germ of pragmatism he had | WOrld of impressions. his pursuit of | ‘erestin’ readin’,
2 Bermn 1E E y |

g books 1 pictures,

Peirce, that animal capable de tout, | 2™MONE books and piet
i |tween America and Europe, his fi-

ippear. Mr. Grattan's acute and in- = I

e deatoq wst be left | Sureé who, after some hesitations,
o on - docirines. :mus __ | were to be his subjects. That Henry
The outsider can

William l[ l?m‘:;::tmg on structure is obvious
impaortant contribu- | © o : .

5 | some Jamesites is the theory that ]|
Henry "in his pursuit of the ulti-

|always ready for new ones. And | mate implication
nllhe Harvard philosophical faculty |m=.ch and every !
-I James, Royce, Santayana — with | was moving in th
'ﬁ‘:er.-r;:e Herbert Paimer, a dear and | cel Proust. And
illustrious name, at ite head, was velopment, to th
[that he had ‘ove
each individual
moving toward J
| now forgive this
| stirring quotatios
1

a
ring

I sit heavily stricken and in
darkness [wrote Henry] for from
far back in dimmest childhood he
had been my ideal Elder Brother
and I still, through all the years |

James died in 1910,

Both Joyce ang

saw in him, even as a timorous authors who h
boy yet, my protector, my 'u:scke!", James and Wil
my authority and my pride. His | who have kept
extincétion changes the face of life

for me—besides the
of his inexhaustible e
Personality,

rere missing
ompany and
originality, the whale
Unspeakably vivid and beautiful
presence of him. And his noble
intellectua]) vitality was stil] but
at its climax—he hag two or three

the philosophic [
developments o
difficult to say,
tively, that then
between the tw
dominating fig

ardent purposes and plans; he | tion. If Joyce
had cast them away, however at Henry James thd
the end—1 mean that, dreadfully

| expanding the
to his technique
moment not onl
tegrative idea q
consciousness,

he wanted only to die.

And now there is too little room

He, if one m:t‘v?
autiously and imperson- |
site, member of |
sect whose body of doetrine is 80 | 1 Proust
uch vaster than the Janeites James how to

mate implicatio :

boast,
nough to trace in min-

ture his floating world

impres- pening, he ajg
his adventures in countries | have borrowed §
complicated | elements from @
F‘ortum:tel_v. he| master, Henri 'l.

$ in Mr. Grattan a Sympathetic, | would lead one h

liam James ha
tricately interwd

s = ’ | tern of contem
analysis, always intelligent andi that only an eagd
All through the | critic can hope tf

his point of view, | U 3

: ; C = - Glory o)
18 stimulating, if sometimes pro-| Glory endlgh, ¢

of other opinions. | enough without 'S

follows Henry's movement in a |9inary reader t

right method, his adventures| The printers )
writers | have too often b
artists, the contest in him be- |author, French
|' throughout.

devotion to the children of lei- | mangled. There 4
important slips ol
calling our ancig
The Galaxy, a *
wishes Mr. Gratf
thetic printers
The thing masg
trait of William

es differed from his successors

More novel, perhaps, to
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Henry James
THE CROOKED CORRIDOR :
A Study of Henry James,

By Elizabeth Stevenson. I72 pp.
New York: The Macmillan Com-

pany. $2.75.

Reviewed by

| MILTON RUGOFF
! AS JAMES himself describes
it, the crooked corridor was
the long way around thaf he de-
liberately took his readers before
he led them info the “Presence”
which was the heart of his story.
The aim of lighting the way
through this corridor and into the
sanctum is hardly a novel one in
literary criticism; in fact, the cor-
ridor has for some years been so
erowded with guides that there is
a danger we shall soon not be able
to see the master for the diseciples,

What is novel about this partic-
ular exploration is that it tends to
ignore those that have preceded
it, disdaining all floor plans, keys,
clews and figures in carpets prof-
fered in the last twenty-odd years
by Messrs. Brooks, Lewisohn,
Blackmur, Matthiessen and others.
Working from within the mass of
James's work, the author prefers
to go it alone,

Approaching James as though
his work had only recently been
rediscovered, the author considers
his life and then proceeds to his
scope, themes, attitudes and
means. After a brief but discern-
ing analysis of his background
she first sums him up negatively
as not a Bohemian, a man of a
particular elass, or a democrat, and
then ]30‘-111 ely, in his own words,

1af ml-:--" beast the artist,”
iemist who murmured to
himself, "C‘..-u , eonverg.”

Concerning James's scope Miss
Stevenson points oub that it lay in

this 18 & mﬁm‘ of the oA,
that is pot obscure and m:ﬂ-.-'
which it becomes increasingly dif-
ficult to say anything fresh.
James's underlying theme she de-
fines as the collision' resulting
when an individual, generally an
uninitfiated person, “attacks the
citadel of society in order to enter
it and complete himself.” Fasci- |
nated by this relationship James |
turned it over and over like a
precious stone, making it yield new
lights and depths with each turn.

The chapter of James's attitudes
is coneerned not so much with his
reactions to the world as with his
use of rezlity, his transmutation of
fact into fiction, his fusing of the
beautiful and the tragic to achieve
the ambiguities of a world in which
every quality partakes of every
other one. Finally, in dealing with
his means and techniques, Miss
Stevenson avers that James's so-
called difficult style is always a
disciplined attempt fo meet the
challenges presented by his mate-
rial, but she is somewhat less ef-
fecti*ge than others have been in
demonstrating the many ways in
which his style is a function of
his approach. She recognizes in
. him a weakness for the mielo-
 dramatic but makes interesting use
i of this as part of her proof that |
|

he is much more the pure story- |
teller than is commonly realized.

Miss Stevenson generally nails
her quarry with sure, firm thrusts,
but here and there she resorts to a
combination of slow stalking,
feints, and frontal assaults that
smack, 50 o speak, of critical op-
porfunism, As an exercise in criti-
cism “The Crooked Corridor” Isze-
freshing and perceptive; as a book
‘about Henry James it suffers from
its self-imposed disregard of what
others have said about him.,
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Genius in the Making

An intimate picture of the formative years of William
and Henry James under the spur of a versatie father.

N “The James Family: Includ-
I ing Selections from the Writ-
ings of Henry James Sr., William,
Henry and Alice James” (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf), Profes-
sor F. O. Matthiessen, of Harvard
University, has provided a monu-
mental work on a family which
in spite of its great dis-
tinction is not popularly
well known. While the
treatment is engagingly
human, the work is es-
sentially an intellectual
romance, as one follows
the mental and spiritual
aspirations of the head
of the family and his
part in shaping the ca-
reers of his children.
Henry Senior was a writer of
books and magazine articles, a stu-
dent and disciple of Swedenborg,
a theologian.

* # *

WitLiam James wrote of his
father: “I have often tried to
imagine what sort of a figure my
father might have made, had he
been born in a genuinely theologi-
cal age, with the best minds about
him fermenting with the mystery
of Divinity, and the air full of
definitions and theories and coun-
ter-theories, and strenuous reason-
ings and contentions, about God’s
relations to mankind. He
would have played a prominent,
perhaps a momentous and critical,
part in the struggles of his time,
for he was a religious prophet and
genius, if ever prophet and genius
there were.”

Despite his brilliant offspring,
he remains in this volume the out-
standing figure because of his
ceaseless mental activity, his hu-
man approach to whatever his
mind touched and his constant
attention to fostering in his chil-
dren the very best of which they
were individually capable.

The founder of the James fam-
ily in this country, William, had

32}

come here. from I[reland in 1789,
a boy of eighteen seeking a career.
When he died in 1832 he left his
children a vast fortune, one of
three million dolars from public
utilities and real estate in New
York.

One of his several heirs, Henry
James Senior, had a pas-
sion for “being” instead
of “doing”. He deter-
mined there and then to
educate himself and his
children to the best that
his leisure could provide.
The education of the
most promising members
of his family, William
and Henry, was his chief
preoccupation. They
went to school wherever seemed
most convenient, mostly in Eu-
rope. William, with a rather
vague ambition to be a physiolo-
gist, later attended the Harvard
Medical School ¢nd finally settled
on psychology. Henry Junior, a
born writer, entered the Harvard
Law School, with no thought of
being a jurist.

Intellectually the father from
their boyhood days had been their
steady companion and, of course,
their doughtiest intellectual adver-
sary as they blosomed forth with
all sorts of novel ideas. E. L. God-
kin, founde~ * The Nation, re-

HEi.o @ JAMES, SR.

marks of the Jameses' household in
New York City: “There could not
be a more entertaining treat than
a dinner at the Jameses’ house,
when all the young people were at
home. They were full of stories of
the oddest kind, and discussed
questions of morals or taste or lit-
erature with a vociferous vigor so
great as sometimes to lead the
young men to leave their seats and
gesticulate on the floor.”

It was a goodly family of chil-
dren, William and Henry being
followed by Wilky and Robert.
both of whom enlisted in the Civil
War, and Alice. In their impres-
sionable years they had been ex-
posed to the Europe of the tourist
and the art galleries, cathedrals
and theatres. They all learned to
speak French and German, and 2
fondness for reading was taken for
granted.

* 5+ *

A vortion of a diary kept by
Alice, which is reprinted in this
volume, reveals that she too was a
writer of parts. The father had a
repugnance for self-conscious vir-
tue, or Wl‘l:ll he callcd "ﬂ;n.‘;l':lnl
morality.” Wilky, who was visit-
ing with the Emersons in Concord
tells of a remark made by lidw-.u-d
Emerson when a school teacher
stated that Alice “has a highly
moral nature.” “Whereupon in
great amusement Mr. E. ex-
claimed: ‘How in the world does
her father get on with her? »

In later years William James
reminisces delightfully of their
family life in the old house in New
York, then of the year in New-
port, later in Boston, Cambridge
and Concord. Howells, Ellery
Channing, Thoreau are among the
prominent figures who felt the
charm and impact of their collec-
tive life. Naturally, the brilliant
intellectual and artistic develop-
ment of William and Henry has its
full place in the record, but thev
in no way blur the image of the
founder of this devoted family.
Henry Senior was a magnificent
figure in his own right who by
both encouragement and contro-
versy did so much to shape their
minds and lives.

THINK




3830 HENRY JAMES

Henry James, theologian, was born in Albany, N. Y., June 2, 1811, son of
William and Catherine (Barber) James, After being graduated at Union College
in 1830, he studied law for a time and then in 1833, entered Princeton Theol-
ogical Seminary, though he no longer asseénted to some of the articles of the
Calvinistic creed. The effect of his unorthodox opinions upon the other stu-
dents being objected to, he withdrew in 1835, and going to England, there
pursued the study of theology and of philosophy. In that country he became
acquainted with the sect of Sandemanians, and after his return (1839) he pub-
lished an edition of Sandeman's "Letters on Theron and Aspasia." 1In 1840, he
put out a pamphlet, "Remarks on the “postolic Gospel," in which he affirmed
the divinity of Christ, though denying the doctrine of the Trinity. Revisit-
ing Turope in 1843, Mr. James became a convert to the doctrines of Swedenborg
He objected, however, to the ecclesiasticism of the New Jerusalem church, and
formulated his opposition in a lecture delivered in Albany "What is the Btate
(1846), and in a "Letter to a Swedenborgian"™ (1847). 1In 1849, he delivered a
serie@ of lectures in New York, which were published as "Moraliesm and Christ-
ianity, or Man's Experienze and Destiny®" (1850), and in 1851, another series
included in his "Lectures and Miscellanies" (1852). The central idea of his
theological system was the absolute divinity of God and the divine humanity
of Christ, An extreme Lutheran in his disbelief in the possibility of salva-
tion by individual merit, he made human society as a whole the final object
of the creative intention., He thought that Christ's mission was essentially
social; and held that when society shall have organized itself in harmonious
shape, human egotisms, having no longer an obstructive function, will lapse,
and the question of individual salvation will be lost in the fact of social
redemption, In regard to the possibility of the latter he was much influenc-
ed by the writings of Fourier and his disciples, He had a wonderful English
gstyle, and a true genius for theological research, united with the most earn-
est *eligious faith and intellectual independence; but his speculations have
as yet attained no general popularity. His son Willlam has written of him:
"With all his richness of style, his ideas are singularly unvaried and few,--
The student of any one of his works knows consequently all that is essential
in the rest." He had as personal friends Carlyle and other leaders of thought
in Great Britain, and the philosophers of the transcendental school in this
country. Besides the works already mentioned, he published "The Church of
Christ not an Mcclesiasticism” (1854); "The Nature of Evil, a Letter Addressed
to the Rev, Rdward Beecher, D.D." (1855); "Christianity the Logic of Creation
(London and New York, 1857); "Substance and Shadow, or Morality and Religion
in Their Relation #o Life" (1863); "The Secret of Swedenborg" (1869); and
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January 1952

The James family and Union College from blographical data on file in the

alummi of'fices
WILLIAN JAMES, mepchant of Albany, was a Trustee &f Union from 1827 until
his death in 1832,

His son, HEARY JMMES, was graduated with a Pachelor of Arts degree in 1830
enterins Union from Albany Academy, In 1835 after a brief try ab the
study of lsw, he entered Princeton Theological Seminary, Left there in
1837 after becoming involved in arguments with his professors "whigh tended
to contaminate his rellow-students." Theologigon and Author. MHothor was

Catherine Bapber James.

Heary's brother, JOHN BARBER JAMES, graduvated from Union College with =
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1834. Ve know very little of hin with the exceptien
-~

of his marrisge to Mary Helen Vanderburgh October 8, 1934. He iz listed
as a merchant in Albeny. Jonathan Pesrson in his disries under dage of
23, 1854 (Vily p» T721) wrote: "Baing the son of 'Billy' James of

Qetober 2 3
Albany and having large expectations of wealth it did not seem necessary

that he should exert himself to begome 2 scholar., He has lived what is
called & penteel life in N. Y., and Albany without any business,”

Union College awarded an honorsary desree to William Jemes in 1854 (D.D.),
William was one of twin soms borm te William James

half-brother to Heary.

during his rirst marrisge, (Catherine Barber James was Williems (elder)
third wite.) William James the younger gradusted from Princeton in 1816,
studied at the Princeton Theologlesl Seminary snd & Seottish Umiversity.

Reither Henry James the novelist nor Williem James the philosopher (sops
1830) attended Union Collepe. Professor Herold A. Lakrabee,-

of Henry James,
Philosophy at Union College,-writes as follows: "In his later yesrs, Henry
James the Elder had little more use lor colleges then for churches, lor

they seeméd likely to cramp independence and originality, qualities which
So when his ovm talented sons came to consider

he rrized above &ll other:,

the choice of a college, they found their father 'extremely tepid! about any
Sholsd/ st/ 4/ polléees college whatever. Henry James the novelist describes

his memories of & wisit to Unicn with kis brother an! father, to 'invoke the
loyalty that our parent secmed to have dropved by tae way'!; but neither America's

foremost psychological novelist nor her most imaginative psychologist attended
any liberal arts college, although William gradusted from Rarvard Medieal School."

Alexander Robertson James, Jr. entered Union College in September 1937 from
Dublin, N, H. son of Alexander Robertson Jeames and Freneis Paine; he btranaferred

to Yale School of Architecture Jeptember 1939, On bis biogranhical record
upder the section entitled, "Relatives whe atteénded Union”, he has listed
file father painted C. N. Waldrom's portrait.

-

Henry Jamneas,
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PRESS CLIPPING BUREAU
165 Church St et - New York

A’lhe Roving Reporter:
Henry James, Sr., Emerges
On Level with Famed Sons

By TII' ROSEBERRY

In helping to put out a fire in a stable, a 13.year-old hoy
was hurned so badly on one of his legs that he was bed-ridden
for two years. Then, in an era before anesthesia was known
the leg had to be amputated.

The bay, who was turned to studious pursuits by thig acei-
dent, was Henry James, Sr. He was to become the father of fwo
of our greatest intellects—Henry James, the novelist and William
| James, the philosopher-psychologist,

]

THE FATHER HAS always been eclipsed by his famous
gons. But he was a mind in his own right, and left 4 deep im-
pression on American civilization. A book has just been pub-
lished with fhe avowed purpose of giving the elder James his
Just dues as a brilliant thinker and writer.
| The book iz “The Philosophy of Henry James, Sr.” (Bookman
|)\,;-,-<wi.'uv51 Its author is Frederie Harold Young, who teaches
lat, Rutgers and the Montelair, N, J., State .Teachers’ college,
Naturally, It is not light reading for an idle hour.

Henry James, Sv., appears in all his pictures as a scholarly
olil. man, bespectaled, and with long white whiskers, He was
on terms of intimacy with most of the literary great of his
day, including Emerson, Carlyle and Tennyson, After his ma-
turity, he no longer lived in Albany. But the family name is
memarialized dosyntown by narrow, crooked James street.

The fabulous intellectual flowering of the three Jameges, of
polrse, wias made possible by the assiduous monev-making of]

rid Wiltliam Jamesyan Irisn Presbhyrertan who came to tHig countryl

n 1703, settled in Albany, and accumulated a fortune amouiting
o $3,000.000 by the time of his death in 1832.

HENRY JAMES, SR., born in Albany in 1811, was thus made
financially independent for life, das were his sons. They chos
Lo use the money for intellectual development.

The elder Henry graduated from Tnion college in 1830, With
the fortune his father left him he proPeeesds.as Author Youn
ays, to live “most of his life following no profession, unless one
were to deseribe him as a free-lance-professional-metaphysician.”

The religious vein in him prompted a study for the ministry
at Princeton. But he changed his mind, in a' revolt against
orthodox Calvinism, He took a leave from Prineeton for a
trip to England, and never returned to the college. He married,
in 1840, a sister of a seminary clasémate, Both sons, William
and Henry, were born in New York.

James' public career as a philosophical writer really began
with a lecture series he gave before the Young Men's association
nf Albany, in 1845, on the topic “What Constitutes the State.”
'he lectures were published in book form.

The rest of his life was occupied with travel, correspendernce,
ducaling his sons and developing his 'gospel of “Spiritual Crea-
ion.” He died in 1882.

HIS MENTAL course had been set by the discovery of the
ynamic theology of Emanuel Swedenborg, the Swedish philoso-
phert He exdmined and rejected the various Socialistic fads and
Feommunities” of (his day. His philosophy was primarily con-
erned with the spiritual level of things: and, as someone gaid, he
mever even went wading in reality.” But his influence was
rreat on both his sons and American thought.

The book has a significent quofe: “When Bernard Shaw
Indulged his love of trying to shock by declaving to Henry
Junior that the most interesting member of his family t\':\.r-
neither himself nor his brother but their father, he found that
no praise could have been more awvelcome,” y
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1830  HENRY JAMES

The elder Henry James entered Union College, Schen=-
ectady, in 1828, in conformity with William of Albany's
wish and asserted his recovered manbhood by becoming a
spirited young blade, if one can use that term for a
young man-about-town of Bchenectady of that era. Liber-
ated from his bed of sickness--and from home--Henry in-
dulged himself freely in un-Presbyterian luxurieg---
cigars, smart clothes,books of an undevouwt character,
oysters., William of Albany always kept the loose change
for the household expenses in a drawer of his dressing
table and when Henry, at seven or eight, had incurred
expenses by constant frequentation of a confectioner's
shop down the street (and later the informal "bar") he
relieved himself of his debt by two or three times borrow-
ing freely....."witbhott any thought of making restitution.”
This sureender to Satan remained with him as a deeply dis-
turbing memory. When he ran up debts, however, at Schence-
tady, there was no convenient drawer into which he could
plunge his hand for some silver, Instead, he quite simply
gevie his creditors drafts on his opulent parent.

A letter from William of Albany to a friend has survived
in which the explosive parental anger emerges in short
breathless sentences....Henry had "so debased himselfl as
to leave his parents' home in the character of a swindler
etc etc.-~details presented today=--are the order which I
enclose as a specimen of his progress in arts of low
vilehess~-~~and unblushing falsehood... a fellow fronm
Schenectady was after him today for 50 to 60drs---(in
a note I understand) for segars and oysters....." All
this, William of Albany concluded, would certainly, "lodge
him in a prison." The elder Henry's novelist son, allud-
ing to this episode as a "misuhderstanding, if not...a
sharp rupture," recalled that there had been a tradition
that his father "had been for a period wuite definitely
'wildl" The father didn't, however, end up in prison,

He ran away to Boston instead.

The Boston excursion in unimportant only as it un-
derlies the break between father and son; and although
he later established a truce with Albany and went back
to Union (he graduated from it in 1830) Henry neither
completely placated his fatke® pgrent nor made peace with
his own troubled spirit. pp. 26-27

Henry James

1843-1879 The Troubled Years
Leon Edel

J.B.Lippincott Company
Philadelphia New York

1953.
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1830

HENRY JAMES: (1), (The Elder Henry James)

In 1828, at the age of 17, he entered Union College, Schen-
ectady, as a member of the Junior Class, making his home in the
household of Dr. Nott.

Dr, Eliphalet Nott, Union's most distingusihed President, was
then in the midst of his 62 years reign, which lasted from 1804
until his death in 1866. Betwzen him and the wealthy merchant,
William James of Albany, there must long have existed relations
pf friendship and respect, for, before going to Schenectady,Dr.
Nott occupied from 1798 on, the pulpit of the First Presbyterian
Church of Albany, wherdé, in company with the other cibizens of
Seotch-Irish origin, Mr. Tames discharged his Sabbath duty to
the Deity.

From 1821 to 1826, the relations of President and Merchant
were especially and strikingly close. Nott, a man of intrepld
courage and determination, supported his college and raised
endowment by any means than came to hand. In 1805, he lobbied
the State Legislature into giving him $80,000 in the form of a
lottery grant; in 1814, he secured from the same authority a
similar grant of $200,000., The seéond lottery fared ill; in
desperation, Nott borrowed from James, giving as security
bonds owned by the College. This was the first of zmmk a series
of sueh loans. By 1823, James had in his possession, as pledge
for Nott's indebtedness, the deed to "67 acres near Troy turn-
pike; also the New College Edifices and all the houses standing
on the premises." In 1826, James advanced $100,000 for paying
off lottery prizes. The following year, he was made Trustee of
Union and a member of its finance committee. When the Trustee
died, in 1832, he left the College a box full of cancelled
cheques and released securities.

Dr. Nott's audacity extended beyond finance, His judgment
of men and his views of religion and life shrewdly transcended
his clerical garb and denominational tenets. Of his own profes-
sion, he admitted: "Ministers, as a class, know less practically
of human nature than any other class of MeNeesoo(; they) ordinarily
see only the brighter side of the world. Almost evrybody treats
them with civility, the religious with peculiar kindness and
attention." Contrasting them with lawyers, who see the worst
side of the world, he berated the clergy for their inefficiency,
their lack of "directness of appeal. They want the same go-
ahead, common-sense way of interesting men lawyers have."

He confessed himself "disgusted and grieved with the religious
controversies of the present age. The divisions of schools,
old schools and new schools, and the polemic fury with which
the contest is waged, are entirely foreign to the true spirit
of Christianity." Lven Rome came within the limits of his tolera-
tion: "there is a great deal of religion in that church;" while
he did not hesitate to say that Euther's character was, in some
of its features, "harsh, rugged and unlovely."
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1830
HENRY JAMES: (2)

To the sceptics among his students, this outspoken President
did not hesitate to confess that, during the French Revolution,
he had been 'troubled with the same difficulties.

In Nott's time, the college curriculum consisted principally
of the classics and mathematics, with some tincture of rhetoric
and natural science. During his junior year Henry James pursued
studies in Horace, Cicero, selected Greek authors--apparently
including Sophocles and Euripides, conic sections, political
economy, and natural philospphy. The records of his. senior
course are less complete, but they ineclude work in Biot's Opties
and Kames! Elements of Criticism. Dr. Nott himself took the
class in Kames, and made it more of a Socratic dialogue than
either lecture or recitation. Some topic being suggested by
the chapter on physics, or morals, or political economy, each of
the students would be drawn to define his views, and those views
would be analysed and developed by the instructor in such a way
as to clarify all the issues that had been raised. Dr. Nott's
genuine liberalism involved an effort to lead his students to think
for themselves and to distrust mere authoritarian pronouncements;
in consequence of which those of his pupils who achieved for them-
selves intellectual careers were found entertaining all the varieties
of religious and metaphysical opinion. Romanists, High and Low
Anglicans, Calvinists, Baptists, as well as such doughty independents
as Henry James, were all characteristic products of Dr. Nott's
tutélage.

James doubtless derived far more intellectual stimulus from his
course in Kasmes than from his study of ‘'Intellectual Philosophy,*
in whieh the text appears to have been the standard 'Locke on the
Understanding.* James was all his life rather impatient of tech-
nicel metaphysies; and, too, his mind and temperament were quite
as averse to any sort of empibicism as those of his friend Emerson.

As befitted a person of so mild and rational a temper, Dr. Nott
was little inclined to the popular revival movements of his day,
which stirred minds like Henry James with such revulsion. Officially
supporting such as came within his jurisdiction, he was always
suspected by the more elect among his students of soéme lukewarnm-
ness in his character as a religionist, some latitudinarian laxmess.,

In fine Dr. Nott's influence must have been the most telling
that was brought to bear upon James in his student days, and surely
one of the principal forces concurring to foster his own liberallism,

James'! grades placed him in the first third of his class, Jjust
short of Phi Beta Kappa. His physical disability did not have the
effect of driving him into absorption with his books any more than
it hindered his participation in social life, lore than from the
formal courses of the college he probably profited from his close
association, as member of the recently formed Sigma Phl Fraternity,
with the warm-hearted young men whose 'brother' he became.

The Elder James

pPp. 1216

Austin Warren

The MacMillan Company
Wew York 1934,
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A GILBERT STUART DISCOVERED IN A FRENCH PROVIN-

CIAL COLLECTION: PORTRAIT OF WILLIAM JAMES,
Grandfather of William James, the Philosopher, and His Brother,

Henry James, the Novelist, Which Was Recently Found in France.
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*HENRY JAMES. Ta
Born June 3, 1811, at M\f;;m_\', N.Y.; Died Dec. 18, 1882, at Cambridge, Mass.
Entered from Albany, N. Y.... A B, 1830,

Studied Law at Albany, 1830-32; Theology, at Princeton Theol, Seminary,
1833-3% also in England, 1835-36...... Resided in Albany some years and
then removed to New York City, where he lived until 1866; thereafter until
his death, in Cambridge, Mass.

Member N. E. Society of New York City.

Author. Issued an edition with [ntroductory Essay, of R, Sandeman’s
“Letters on Theon and Aspasia” (New York, 1330); “Remarks on the
Apostolic Gospel” (1840); “ What constitutes the State?” (New York,
1846) ; * Letter to a Swedenborgian ” (1847) ; Lectures on Moralism and
Christianity” (New York, 1850) ; “ Lectures and Miscellanies  (ib. 1852 ) ;
“Love, Marriage and Divorce ” [a discussion,] (ib. 1853); “The Church of
Christ not an Ecclesiasticism * (ib. 1854) ; “Nature of Evil** (ib. 1855) ;
“ Christianity the Logic of Creation” (London and New York, 1857) ; “ The
Social Significance of our Institutions (Boston, 1861); *“Substance and
Shadow: or Morality and Religion in their Relation to Life® (ib. 1863);
“The Secret of Swedenborg™ (ib. 186g) ; Society the Redeemed Form of
Man™ (ib. 1875); “English and Continental Life,” a series of Letters in the
New York Tribune ; “Personal Reminiscences of Carlyle,” “ Faith and Sci-
ence,” and other contributions to Periodicals..... [{is “ Literary Remains

have been edited by his son William (Boston, 1885). ucsw.;y&:;o\'smﬁ_; ~h-oclall




" 1830 HENRY JAMES,

In 1828, at the age of seventeen, he entered Union
College, Schenectady, &s & member of the Junior Class,
making his home in the household of Dr, Nott.

Dr, Fiiphalet Nott, Union's most distinguished Presi-
dent, was then in the midst of his gl xty-two years relgn,
which lasted from 1804 until his death in 18686, Between
him and the wealthy merchant, William Jamss of Albany,
there must long have existed relations of friendship
and respect, for, before going to Schenectady, DTe Nott
occupied, from 1798 on, the pulpit of the First Presby-
terian Church of Albany, where, in company with the other
citizens of Scotch-Irish origin, Vr. JTeames discharged his
Sabbath duty to Diety,

From 1821 to 1826, the relations of President and Mer-
chent were especially and strikingly close, Nott, a man
of intrepid courage and determination, supported his col-

v lege and raised endowment by any means that came to hand,
In 1805, he lobhied the State Legislature into giving

- him £80,000 in the form of a lottery grant; in 18143 he
secured from the same authority e similar grant of £200,000,
The second lottery fared ill: in desperation, Nott borrowed
from Jemes, giving as security bonds owned by the College.
This was the first of a saries of such loans, Ty 1833,
James had in his possession, as pledge for Yott's indebted-
ness, the deed of '67 acres near Troy turnpike; also the
New 5011030 Tdifices and a1l the houses standing on the

oremises.' In 1826, James advanced {100,000 for paying

off lottery prizes, The following year he was made

Trustee of Union and & member of the Tinance committee,

When the Trustee died, in 1832, hs left the Collsge a

box full of cancelled checques and released securities,

Dr, Nott's eudacity extended beyond finance, FHis
judgmen of men and his views of religion and life shrewdly
transcended his clericsal gardb and denominational tenets,.

Of his own profession, he admitted: 'Ministers, as a class,
know less practically of human nature than any other class
of mn...-f;thay) ordinarily see only the brighter side of
the world, Almost everybody treats them with eivility,

the religious with peculiar kindness and attention,'
Contrasting them with lawyers, who see the worst side of
the world, he berated the clergy for their inefficiency,
the ir lack of 'diredtness of appeal, They want ths same
lalt)---ahea.dl, common-sénse way of interesting men lawyers

a"‘.'
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1830 HENRY JAMES, (2)

He confessed himself ' disgusted end grieved with
the religlous controversies of the present age, The
divisions of schools, 0ld schools and new schools,
and the polemical fury with which the contest is
waged, are entirely foreign to the true spirit of
Christianity,.'  ZEven Rome came within the limits of
his toleration: 'there is a great deal of religion
in that church;' while he did not hesitate to say
that Luther’'s character was, in some of its features,
'harsh, rugged, and unlovely,'

To the sceptics among his students, this outspoken
Fresident did not hesitate to confess that, during the
French Revolution, he had been 'troubled with the sams
difficulties,’

In Nott's time, the colleg curriculum consisted
prineipally of the classics and mathematics, with some
tincture of rhetoriec and natwral science, During his
Junior year Fenry Jemes pursued studies in Horece,
Cloero, seleoted Greek authors--apparently including
Sophocles and Turipides, conic ssctions, political
economy, and natural philosophy, The records of his
senior couwrse are less complete, but they include work
in Biot's Optics and ¥Xamea' Rlements of Criticism,’

Dr. Nott himself took the class in Kames, and made it
more of a Socratic dialogue than either lecture or
recitation. Some topic being suggested by the ohapter
in physies, or morals, or political economy, each of

the students would be drawn to define his views, and
those views would be analysed and developed by the
instruotor in such a way as to clarify all the issues
that had been raised, Dr, Nott's genuine liberalism
involved am effort tp lead his students to think for
themselves and to distrust mere authoritarian pro-
nouncements; in consequence of which those of his pupils
who achieved for fhemselves intellectual careers were
found entertaining all varieties of religious and
metaphysical opinion, Romanists, Figh and Low Anglicans,
Calvinists, Paptiste, as well as such doughty independents
as Henry James, were all characteristie products of Dr,
Nott's tutelage,

James dotibtless derived far more intellectusl stimulus
from his course in Kames than from his study of 'Intel-
lectual Philosophy,' in which the text appears to have
been the standerd 'Locke on the Understanding,' James
was all his life rather impatient of technical meta-
physices; and, too, his mind and temperament were quite
&s averse to any sort of empiricism as those of his
friend Tmerson,

utsLaf1830 jorries ~h-oo @,




1830 HENRY JAMES, (3)

Himself reared in the most rigid of Presbyterian-
ism, James must have felt in the warmest sympathy with
Dr, Nott's theological and eccleciastiocal liberaliam,

Nott was a man of pragmatic interests,mm® who laid

more stress on character than creed, Innocent of a
speculative turn of mind, he appears never to have
rejected the theology of the Westminster Catechism

in which he had been reared; but his doctrine was
neither ®dwardsean, nor Fopkinsian, nor Emmemstam. Fe
had no desire to fathom the inscrutable decrees of the
Almighty, and felt no impulse to push beyond such reve-
lation as had been voushsafed in Seripture, With cordial
good will he preached in churches of ell the evangelical
faiths; and he could not be induced to manifest quite the
proper degree of alarm at the rise of ths Unitarisn move-
ment in New England,

As befitted a person of so mild and rational a temper,
Dr, Nott was 1ittle inolined to the popular revival move-
menta of his day, which stirred minds like Fenry James
with such revolution, Officially supporting such as came
within his jurisdiction, he was always suspscted by the
more elect among his students of some lukewarmness in hise
character as a religionist, some latitudinarian laxness,

In fine, Dr., Nott's onfluence must have been the moat
telling that was brought to bsar upon James in his student
days, and surely one of the prineipsal forces concurring
to foster his own liberalism,

James® grades placed him in the first third of his class,
Just short of Phi Beta Xappa, His physical disability did
not have the effect of driving him into absorption with his
books any more than it hindered his participation in social
life, More than from the formal courses of the college he
probably profited from his close association, as member of
the recently formed Sigma Phi Fraternity, with the warm-
hearted young men whose 'brother' he bsoame,

- —

Hie life at Union was interrupted in mid-course by the
dramatic flight to Boston, which, as Notes of a Son hints,
was the consequence of a clash of wills batwaen Henry and
his father. The 'clash' arose from Henry's disinclination
to study law and his practice of giving, in payment for
the luxuries which he relished -=-good cigars, oysters,
smart tailoring, bééks--drafts upon the oredit of his
opulent sire,

The elder James was much alarmed at these evidences of
worldiness-~and worse--in his sonj; and besatirred his friend,
the distinguished lawyer, Archibald MeIntyre, to write the
youth a letter of warning, Under date of November 12, 1829,
MeIntyre rebukes the worldling.

"I have heard, and your friends generally have heard
enough of your conduct to cause us much pain and solicitude
for your safety and future usefulness, I consider you on

uCSLat1B30jomes h-wig




1830

RENRY JAMES, (4)

the very verge of ruins...Allow me then to entreat that
you will for the future repose yourself upon your father
and mother, and tske their advice in everything. Indulge
in no expenses whatever that shall not be known to and
approved by them,., Let your studles too as far as pos-
sible be conformable to your father's wishes, You
intimated to me that you disliked the law,...On speaking
to your father on this head, howsver, I found him inflex-
ibly fixed on your studying the law, or at all events on
studying one of the learned professlions, «..%me consider
you are already lost, irretrievably lost, I am not, how-
ever, ona of those, I cannol believe that a young men of
good parts, with wealth %o support him in well doing (but
whth none without performing his duty), with numerous and
anxious friends, oan be such an idiot as %o throw away
all these advantages, and becoms & loathing %o himsel?f
and his best friends,'

The werninz was insufficient, or came too late, By the
second of December , when William James irately writes
MeIntyre, Henry has already left college and fled, Fe
'has so debased himself as to leave his parents house in
the charascter of a swindler ato.nto,~-~-details presented
to-day~--are the order which I enclose as & specimen of
his progress in arts of low vileness--and unblushing
falsehoodj--such will be practised in HeTle==in book stores--
Taylors eto,~-and in the same dfts on me eto,;--all of
which will meet him direct--and lodge him in prison of some
kind directly; & fellow from Schensctady was after him
to-day for 50 to 60 drs--(in & note I understend) for
segars and oysters....Townsend--Sons-- and others from the
College have reported through the City=--that he is gone
to Boston--and I understand he told the man who gave the
oloth that he was going there--but deception is of no
consequence in his case-=-they will find him and he will
find his reward , poor bHeingss.s

No such dire fate as was prophecied befell the culprit,
He made his way to Boston, but his stay appears to have
been in no sense a rigorous chastisement of his wildness,
On January 30,1830, he addressed %o Isaac Jackson, tutor
in mathematiocs at Union and quite evidently Henry's intimate
friend into the bargain, a long letter which reveals him as
temporarily earning his honest living as a proofreader snd
meanwhile enjoying with the gusto parsistently his, the
pleasures, social and sermonic, of Boston,

In the 5th paragraph following, and continuing with the
letter to Prof, Jackson, he says.

Vrs., Potter,(wife of Rev, Alonzo FPotter and only daughter
of Eliphalet Wott) is what Fve might have baen before the
Pall, Listening to and looking upon her sometimes, Tam apt
veseto wish with the Psalmist, neither poverty nor riches,
but just such a wife as Mrs, Fotier; (by the way, what a
horrid neme for that woman,)

w;SLnFig%D('ja\mi 70

e R A e R e R AR I S ==




HENRY JAMES, SENIOR CLASS OF 1828

From Monthly Record of Current Events
Harper's Magazine, Vol.II,p.559
Mareh, 1851

A geries of valuable lectures upon Art have been
delievered before the Artists of New York, in pursuance of
a very excellent plan adopted by their Association. The
first of the series was delievered by HENRY JAMES,Eeq., and was

an excellent critical expesition of the nature and charac-

teristics of Art.
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In €hé fournal of Philosophy of September
13th, Professor Herbert W. Schneider of
Columbia University, who is one of the edi-
tors, reviews Professor Austin Warren’s “The
Elder Henry James” with high praise for the
subject of that biography, Henry James of the
Class of 1830. He concludes: “The reviewer
cannot escape the feeling that the elder Henry
James has a style so much more sincere and
good-humored than that of the younger, and a

mind so much more catholic and speculative
than that of William, that the father may yet
outlive his sons. For his sons were essentially
representative of a generation; he, on the con-
trary, was an individual, at odds with his civi-
lization, emancipated from his contemporaries,
yet conversant with the philosophical language
of many ages, who, as such, may appeal to

= 1830 /f‘-; )
115&}@_;;\@ Sk figures i? an :mugole

which connects his name with that r_)f the
elder Oliver Wendell 11_0lm('_:~, according to
M. A. DeWolfe Howe in his rcl:tntl:[upu‘hr-'
lished “Holmes of the Breakfast "[ablL.l
When Henry's eldest son, William J:u'f:.('.f-t
\presented himself to Dr. ‘l-luln_w:alfm' hl..k
Harvard Medical examination In anatomy,
the professor asked him to dcsc‘rl-hcuthc
Ynervus petrosus superficialis mmm:, : a
small nerve in the heafi. James was "u‘r;
tunately able to do so w1_rh pcr._flect accuracy.
Whereupon Holmes cxdn&mﬂll: ‘If you an\‘
that, you know everything: Now tell me
about your dear old father.

any generation,”

THE CONCORDIENSIS, FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 1938

EScap;lde of Henry James the E?c}er
At Union, Is Revealedin Nott Letters

The views of Union's famous
President Nott concerning the
flight to Boston, during his senior
year in 1830, of Henry James the
Elder, who later became.a noted
theologian and the father of Wil-
liam and Henry James, are reveal-
ed in three letters recently discove-
ered by Professor Harold A. Lar-
rabee in the College Library and
published in the December number
of the New England Quarterly.

Previously published accounts
have related how Henry James the
Elder quarrelled with his father,
the strong-willed merchant Wil-
liam James of Albany, over the
questions of his future occupation
and his undergraduate extrava-
gances, specified as “segars, oyst-
ers, and smart tailoring;” and be-
took himself to Boston, where, in
strong contrast to his father's dire
predictions of prison and worse, he
achieved self-support as proofread-
er for a highly moral publisher,
Mr, Jenks.

The newly-discovered letters in-
dicate that Dr. Nott was deeply
concerned over the actions of the
young son of a trustee and bene-
factor (Willlam James had loaned
Dr. Nott a total of $100,000 on a
mortgage covering all the college
property a few years before) who
had béen entrusted to his care.
On December & 1829, just about a
week after Henry's sudden exit
from Union, Dr. Nott wrote to his
lawyer friend Archibald McIntyre
in New York about some business
matters, and ended his letter thus:

“T perceive that young James did
not stay in New York as expected.
And had he, unless he could have
been induced to return to his
father, no good would have re-
sulted. He must become convinced

himself, that money has some val-
ue, and that economy is a virtue,
before he will be induced to look
to his father for support or for
counsel. And I hope he will get
into business immediately; or else
break down immediately—the soon-
er his business comes to a crisis,
the better for him and for his
friends.”

On Christmas day, 1829, Dr. Nott
wrote again to Mr. McIntyre:

“Young James has not written
to me—at which I am much sur-
prised—as he authorized several
persons to present their bills for
payment. I hope he will either
get into a business that will sup-
porl. him or break down quick. He
is a bright boy, but has defects of
character; adversity may be of use
to him. If he writes you let me
know the contents,”

Finally, on January 2, 1830:

“I have just heard from young
._l’ames—he brofesses to have to get
gnto business, but fear he is not do-
ing well—nothing can be done for
him till he learns the worth of a
father's house.”

Dr. Larrabee comments: “What-
ever Dr. Nott may have meant
by a swift ‘break down,’ Henry
James: the Elder did not experience
anything of the sort until possibly
many years later. He did try to
please his father by returning to
college, where he was graduated
with his class of 1830 in spite of
several months of absence.” His
good intentions seem to have been
consistently misinterpreted by his
elders, who could see only “defects
of character” where there was
really one of the most brilliant
and serious minds that Union has
ever sheltered,
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ALUNNI NOTE Class of 1830
Professor John Dewey of Columbia, regarded by many asg

the foremost living American philosopher, says of HENRY JANES,Sr.,

in a New Republic review of R.B.Perry's "The Thought and Charac-

ter of William James,"

"The clearness and vigor with which the personality
of Henry James,Sr. stands forth ig one of the triumphs of
Mr.Perry's method. It would not be true to say that he al-
mogt eclipses his distinguished children. But it is true
that we have a constellation which without the presence of
the father would be something wholly other than the system
that now shines so brilliantly.

"It would,indeed,be a simple (and gratifying) matter
to occupy my entire space with selections from the exuberant
outpourings of the father, which are as pointed and often
as stinging as they are richly unconstrained. Such an anthology
would go far to account for the literary style of William James;
it would be impossible to find any course of ®*literary® and
stylistic education equaling the years spent by the latter
within the hearing of his father's conversations.

"The son began where the father left of f....Anyone who
reads these volumes with the spirituval continuity of father
and son in mind will see clearly many things that otherwise
may escape him."
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-~ £
é Y The “Atlantic” for December,
S ™y - 1004, contains an article on “Emer-
N~ son,” by Henry James, Sr.
ket

y James, ta
home in Boston. I,
Theolosical SeminalXly

He leaves UWO
William James, ol

1830.

“Henry JAMES, the elder, was a
person of delightful eccentricity,
and a humorist of the first water.
When in his grotesque moods, he
maintained that, to a right-minded
man, a crowded Cambridge horse
car ‘was the nearest approach to
heaven upon earth!” What was the
precise nature of his philosophy, I
never fully understood, but he pro-
fessed to be a Swedenborgian, and
carried on a correspondence full of
droll incidents with anxious in-
quirers, in various parts of the
country. Asking him one day
about one of these, he replied in-
stantly, ‘Oh, a devil of a woman!'
to my great astonishment, as I was
not then thoroughly familiar with
his ways. One of his most amus-
ing experiences was that the other
Swedenborgains repudiated all re-
ligious connection with him, so
that the sect to which he belonged,
and of which he was the head,
may be said to have consisted of

_ himself alone. He was a writer of

. extraordinary vigor and pictur-

%, esqueness, and I suppose there was

not in his day a more formidable

s o master of English style. His son,

\\{ ™ the author, then a youth of nineteen
; :

or twenty, was just beginning to

\\\ try his literary wings. There
S N c(}uid not be a more enfertaming
o | treat than a dinner at the James
~\ house, when all the young people
. ™ were at home. They were full of

; stories of the oddest kind, and dis-
;}' cussed questions of morals or taste

A or literature with a vociferous
vigor so great as sometimes fto
lead the young men to leave their
seats and gesticulate on the floor.
I_rcmm_nlm‘ in some of these heated
discussions, it was not unusual for
sons to invoke humorous curses on
their parent, one of which was,
that ‘his mashed potatoes might al-
ways have lumps in them’!"—Some

| Letters of E, L. Godkin, Scribner’s

| Magasine. March, 1g07.
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HENRY JAMES, '30,
was born in 1811 at Albany, N, Y. After graduation he studied Theology
at Princeton, but never |H'I':l1'||!':i_ He made his residence in Europe at
intervals, living also in Albany and from 1848 to 1855 in New York city;
in Newport, R. I., Boston; and in Cambridge, Mass., from 1866. His pub-
lications were many, including “The Nature of Evil,” * Christianity the
Logie of Creation,” *The Secret of Swedenborg,” * Society the Redeemed
Form of Man,” '* Lectures and Miscellanies, ™ **Substance and Shadow or
Morality and Religion in Relation to Life,” and many contributions to the
Atlantic Magazine and other periodicals. Inheriting independent means,
he neither inereased nor diminished them. His political sentiments were
vaziely Soecinlistic and Radical. IHe was a strone Abolitionist. He had
no church eonnections. e died at Boston in 1883, leaving a widow, three
sons and a daughter.
1850

The following letter about Hexmy James,
Sr., appeared in the New Republic for Au-
gust 22, 1928,

HENRY JAMES, SR.

“Sir: If asked to define the greatest mys-
tic, the most original theologian, of America
of the last century, one could not do better
than to use Mr., Waldo Frank’s words, ‘He
was conscious of the Whole, he lived in
terms of the Whole, in the way of the
mystic and the Man.! Little known in his
own day, he is quite unknown today if such
an undaunted and athletic explorer of our
past as Mr. Frank has failed to rediscover
him. But nevertheless Henry James, the
father of Henry the novelist, of William
the philosopher, was a mystic of profounder
mind than Emerson, an accepter of his fel-
low men with deeper understanding than
Whitman, as fearless a scorner of the smug
and conventional as Thoreau, and a more
conscious plotter of an America that was
no echo of an old rhapsody, but a New
World indeed, than Poe ever dreamed of.
He expressed himself in a style of vibrant
and upbearing rhythm that puts him in the

great tradition of English prose, and vet
he never will be read by many, any more
llm_n Spinoza is read by many, though no
serious scholar can afford to pass him by.
Some day his passionate sense of the Whole,
his faith in America as a New World with-
out Church or State in the European tra-
dition, his whole-hearted democracy of the
spirit, will enter into our common thought,
along with the discoveries of other out-
standing prophets and seers of the past.
_T]mugh his robust and abounding faith is
in absolute antithesis to the assured infidel-
ity of today, an astounding paradox at the
heart of his philosophy embraces the ex-
tremest unfaith confronting it. For his
Creator’s supreme triumph is in the en-
dowment of the creature with such proud
and sufficient selfhood that he may abso-
lutely deny his maker, and search the uni-
verse in vain to find a God. ., , .

“S. MansaaLy Irsiey.
“Santa Barbara, Calif,” W G ', 1n-2%
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New York [ Herald Tribune / December &, 1963

“Loverboy
of the

Bourgeoisie”

‘'om Wolfe

played,

Vichyssoise.
already she’s saying, ‘I
Can you imagine? Can
gone into making someone

Cary Grant is one
give it a second thought.

with Audrey
City Music

On their way
if!"l't'] all

F - - 114 el
torward-tilted

mto the

Edwardian

Was

Room of
Plaza thesy

had that
gait that East Side
20 years of walking
Avenue,

of dut

SOort

dowagers get

But on their way out the

cover -that all this time; in the

same room, there has
been their dreamboat. Cary Grant sitting in the
corner.  Actually, Grant had the logistics of the [<dd
wardian Room figured out pretty well.  In the first
place, the people who come to the  Plaza for lunch

are not generally the kind
and run, skipping and serc

star's

who are going to rise up
aming, over'to some movic
table. And in the second place, he is Sifting
up against the wall nearest the doorway. e is cating
lunch, consisting of 4 single bowl of Vichyssoise,

fac
g out the window towards three old boys in silk
toppers mosevi and hansoms

around their horses
on 59th St o g

Well, so

work up all the

n edge of Central

or logistics

=
6;1:'_\ Grant Grant,  He

cocks his head and gives her the Cary Grant mock-
quizzical I(mk—-just like he does i the
¥ ¢ L1 TP Panse Y

plays a wonderful Cary

movies—ithe

121138 o Yangd

~aq

staring at her hand on his shaulder
Cary Grant Seyhemused loalk el
saying, “Are you trying to hold me down 2
“My son is 497 she's saying. “Ilow old are youn 2 /
“I'm 59 says Cary Grant,
“Eifty-nine Well, he's 40 and he
image of vou, except that he looks ofd
By this time the othe
and she says:

s the Spitting
er than you!"
r old pir] is firmly planted,
“I don't care if you hate me,
to stand here and Jook at you,"

"Why on earth should 1
(zrant,

“You can

I'm going

hate you 2" says Cary
say things about me
I don't care, I'm going to stand here
“You poor dear!”
Which she does,
the cleit chin;: this
was done on

after 'm gone.
and look at you !

all right. She takes it all in-
great sun tan that looks like it
4 totisserie; this great head of steel-
gray hair, of which his barber says: “[i's real; 1
swear, [ yanked it once”: and the Cary Grant clothes,
all worsteds, broadeloths and silks; all rich and under-

like a viola ensemble.
“Poor baby,” says Cary Grant, returning to

the
“She meets some one

for the first time and
. don’t care if you hate
vou

me.”
imagine what must hayve
feel that way r”

poor old baby knows that
leading man whao, at least, might
Somechow Cary (

Well, whatever it was,

irant, they

figure, is the one dreamboat that 2 lady can walk
right up to and touch, pour soul over and commune
with.

And by the time Grant's newest picture, ““( harade,”
Hepburn, has its premiere at the Radio
Hall, thousands will  be turning out in

small dogs up and down Park

two of them dis-

7 AW eSane

the early Brando,
pictures, has been
imagines to be
and-dolls
the lubricity, the implicit
moviegoers of
even to Hollywood how
hottom,
number of American me
selves
about to rake a cheek and
kiss 1s probably
probably not
se¢ Mister Right advanc
strap-styvle undershirt with

core of winos at
aristocrats at the top, has le
class for two decades
There is no telling

women

lines along 50th St and Sixth
in the chill of 6.4 mi.,
I'his will be

\venue, many of them
m order
Grant's 61st motion

I!!‘

a leading man, perhaps the

“matinee idols,”

to get an early seat
preture and his 26th
o open at Radio City, 18, indeed. 59 years old,

but his drawing power as
last’ of the genuine keeps mounting

toward some golden-aged erest

meredible, Radio City

15 like Nielsen rating for motion pictures, It hag
4 huge seating capacity and is attended by at least
<5 many: tourists, from all over the country, as New
Yorkers. Grant's 25 premieres there have played a
total of 99 weeks. Fach one  seems to break the
records. all over again. His last, “That Touch of
Mink,” with Doris Day, plaved for 10 weeks and

gFrossed ﬁ]_HH:‘:_I_’_:_
\nd the secret of it

all is somehow tied up with
the way he 1

It up two aging dolls in the Edwardian
Room at the Plaza Hotel, In era of Brandoism
and the Mitel M movic heroes, Hollywood has
Ye (ar Carant lef i i e ession of
h: 1 (T ( Ot e V¢ W
1 1 e |
) 1 e ¢ 15 Hollsywooe i example
i the s Crentlem \ to i 01

most of the W €5, has need

i 1C¢ t Ol ‘

Romantic Bourgeois Hero,
One has only to think of what the rest of Holly-
wood and the international film ndustry, for that

matter, have

been up to since World War I1.
Koy imase

i film heroes has

The
certainly Heen that of
_f " 4 n% rn

Sinatea—and- already the i is overpo
montage of swing fists, beap
s, Popping neck veins,
as not the Brandoesque h

t teeth, cur
and purglings,  As often

€ro’s love partner is some
thyroid hoyden, as portrayved by Brigitte Bardot,
Marilyn Monroe, Jayne Mansfield, Gina Lollobrigida
or, more recently, Sue Lyons and Tuesday Weld.
The upshot has been the ¢ra of Rake-a-Cheek Romance
on the screen. Alan nmeets woman.  She rakes: his

cheek with her fingernails,
Théy fall in a wallow
surface,

7;- spirit. of these

He belts her in the chops.
of passion on the nearest flay

romances,

45 m so many of
James

and Hudson
from Hollywaond
the beer-and-guts verve of the guys-
I_'ndrml-wwil_\', the
sadism of it
Yet it
many
can find no lasting identif

Dean
borrowed

Rock
whit
lower

classes, FAWTH eSS,

has excited
should bhe clear
Americans, at rock
ication with it. The
1 who can really picture them-
coping with a little bleached hellion who is
draw blood with the
cf:nh.‘:rr:v:\,itlgi_\ small,
many more

all classes.

first
And there are
women wha really wish to
ing toward them in 2 torn
his latissimae dorsae flexed.
4 nation that, except for a hard
the bottom and a hard crust of
en going gloriously middle
as the breezeways stretch,
Many millions of American
cra know cxactly what Ingrid

\fter all,

this is

s, as far
how
of

the new
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and shamelessness of the and the inter-
viewer, the devouring publicity of life, the extinction of
all

was to
his Tribune phase.

newspaper

sense between iﬂlul'“\' and ]'I'"\.I’.t'.” Henry James
words in his notebook |r\|'.L' after
When he turned to that newspaper

origmally, however, i

write these

was because he esteemed it,

and because it had been esteemed in the JTames family.
Ilis father had been a_ friend of Horace Greeley
during the fight for abolition, and had sent '!u1l=_;-'_
unjournalistic letters from Europe during the family’s
wanderings abroad in the 1850s, which the paper had
pullished. Here was precedent cnough for !.Iir' S0

ond son

I'he novelist was to describe, 40 years later, how as

a small boy he was taken by his father to The Tribunc

offices, “a wonderful world indeed with strange
steepnesses and machimeries and noises and hurrying
hare-armed, bright-eyed men, and amid the agitation

clever, easy, kindly, jocular, partly undressed gentle-
men (it was always Tuly or August) some of whom I
knew at home, taking it all as if it were the most
natural place in the world.” He remembered some of
the talk, too, among the newspaper people. One man
spoke of the French theater, of an actress;, Madame
Judith, who was going to steal the laurels from the
brow of Rachel. And another told how he had just
come hack from Chicago; the city was but a year
or two old, “with plank sidewnlks when there were any,
and’ holes humps where there were none, and
shanties where there were not -big blocks, and every-
ere there had yesterday been nothing.” James

i |

ol

thing wh
" { Oomu ;u'L' 11114

to - “T hecame aw of the

wrotle re

with the breath of gre

For the adult Henry
vague. He was acquainted with John Hay,
one of Lineoln's secretaries and was

e conneciions,

Al vid
James the connections wert

no ]r:l‘:l-_fl'l'
who had been
qow associated with The Tribune in various capacities
that ranged from reporter to gditorial writer. To him
Henry first broached his idea that he might become a
raris correspondent. The newspaper had been using
a Parisian chronicle written by Arsene Houssaye, a
popular devotee of the arts, who had served for a
time as administrator of the French national theater.
He specialized in novelty and human interest; his
letters retailed gossip and miscellaneous M Pressions,
Bt his correspondence was written in French, and
one of Flay's jobs was to translate it. Henry James’
fetters would haye the advantage of being written
‘directly for publication; they would, moreover, reflect
an American, rather than Trrench, point of view.

The history of Henry James’ relations with The
Tribune can be briefly told. If James admitted to his
family in Cambridge that he was having difficulty
putting his letters together, he gave no inkling of this
to Whitelaw Reid. He is always his usual cool, busi-
nesslike, professional self in the correspondence with
the editor.

What is quite clear, as we have seen from the
family correspondence, is that Henry James increas-
ingly found this task, so lightly undertaken, to be

artistically if not financially unprofitable. By mil-
summer, when he had written 19 letters, he could
caleulate that they had vielded him the tidy sum of

%380 in gold, and he knew that he had heen as well
paid for them as anything he did for The Nation.
He may not have been aware that he was being paid
on the whole at the same rate as most of The Tribune’s
special correspondents. But he conceivably might have
argued that as a novelist with a rising reputation he
was entitled to speeial consideration, The letter he

wrote to Reid on July 25, from Normandy, gave no
reasons, but quite simply suggested that he he paid

- . - 3 oy 1 . - j
half as much again for cach letter, Conceivably he

felt that his trial period with the paper was over and

that he was now entitled to receive the same amount

as had been paid his predecessor, Houssaye.
l\:"..ll s reply was unexpected. Instead of agrecing
increase,

to the

or reiusing it, he offered a general
evaluation of James' work for The Tribune and pro-
compromise,

posed He explained that James' sub-

jects were often “too remote from popular interests”

and that it was [l\!ﬂxili.\]t to overestimate the news-
paper's “literary culture,” He reminded Henry that
readers of newspapers were often hurried and liked
hrevity, variety, and topics of wide interest; they were

e — - i - 3 1 £
more likely to read a letter of one column than of two.
He

character of his letters;

therefore proposed that Henry James alter the
make them shorter and more
“newsy” and also less frequent, especially since a Presi

dential election was in the offing.

7;‘- letter reached James at the Chatean de
Varennes, near Montargis, where he was spending a
pleasant vacation with American friends. Although it
was a wholly reasonable reply, it went beyond mere
negotiations of an increase and touched James' pro-

fessional problems:. Reid, the brilliant Teporter il
aditar, only five Firnon’ sonior, wae §o Feglivy

telling the novelist that however admirable
culture might be, it required a certain process of trans-

ye S .

hiterary
news-
:-.‘.||l

it could mean only

formation to be acceptable in the columns of a

y translated

painful force: )
that: James' work had, in fact, not heen good enough
as journalism. The novelist was left defenseless. Reid's
commitment as editor forced him to take the journalist’s
point of view. James' dedication as artist and profes-
sional man of letters determined his reaction, The pen
which answered Whitelaw Reid, from the comfortable
towgr guest rgom of the Chateau de Varennes, was
perhaps more incisive than it had ever been writing
for The Tribune.

James, began mildly enough, but what had begun
as a gentle answer ended in unconcealed anger, sug-
gesting that Reid’s/ carefully chosen words, intended
to distinguish between the quality of James' writing
and its nseininess in a newspaper, had wholly failed
of effect. To tell James that his work was “too good”
was also to tell him that he could not catch the pulse
of the public. Reid had offered the precise criticisms
which William James had repeatedly hammered at
his brother: that he was too analytical, too refined,
super-subtle. The intolerable irony was that all of
Henry James' efforts had been directed at achieving
the very objectives Reid held up for him, “brevity,
varicty, and topics of wide interest.” He had tried to
write about matters which interested him, but without
the certainty that they were of interest to his audience ;
he had on occasion been stilted in manner when he
believed himself to be natural; he had been subtle even
when he thought he was being obvious. Had he not,
indeed, heen trying to make a sow's car ont of a
silk purse?

Here the imcident might be expected to close. In
due course James tired of Paris and moyed to Lon-
don. His failure as a journalist may have contributed
to his Parisian ennui, If his siege of Paris was not
going well, he would lay siege to London. The British
capital surrendered quickly. Within two years Henry
James was a lion in Victorian socicty, the celebrated

:.mlhr'-r of Daisy Miller, a writer whose works were
in constant demand in the magazines. The little un-

with The Tribune had left far
When the novelist revisited the United States

pleasantness been
behind.
in 1881, bringing with him his new renown as the
author of The Portrait of a Lady, he dined with
Whitelaw Reid in the latter’s New York home during
Christmas week; and two years later they exchanged
friendly letters when Henry asked to }\:a\':‘ certam of
his old Tribune columns copied for inclusion in one
of his travel volumes.

The Henry James-Whitelaw Reid correspondence
sampled below traces high points in

SOImMe

: James’
abortive career as a journalist

(John Hay to Whitelazo Reid, July 24, 1873.)

Henry James Jr. wants to write for The
Tribune, letters from Paris, where he is going
to live for some time to come. He considers The
Tribune the only paper where business could
be combined with literary ambition. I hope you
will engage him instead of Houssave. He will
write better letters than anybody—you know
his wonderful style and keen observation of life

and character. He has no hesitation in sayving
that he can beat Houssaye on his own ground,
ancd  chroniclie, o agpree  with  him.
Trdm avavmnes e aliprost, §F 3100 g, ate

and far more regarded DY CUIty
e would cost not more than half what

and 1 \

twice as Food.

valti:
people.
[counting translation]

1d 1 1hout

WO D

Hul!.“;z_\'r COSLS
1ink his letters
le would not interfere with Huntington but
would simply take Houssaye's place—and in my
opinion fill it much better,

He will start in the autumn some time. You
might let Houssaye run on until James gets there
and then discharge him with a Grantish letter
telling him how delighted you and the public have
been with his letters, but that the labor of trans-
fation has been very difficult and now has be-
come almost impossible through the removal
from New York of the invaluable roster who
did -it, etc., etc.

In short, this is the statement. You pay
Houssaye $30 for a not very good letter and me,
Heaven knows how much for translating it
For, say, $20 or $25 James will write you a
much hetter letter and sign his name to it

His address is 20 Quincy St, Cambridge,
Mass. You can write to him or to me.

(W hitelaze Reid to John Hay, July 27, 1875.)

My dear Hay:

[ agree with you about Houssaye more fully
probably than you expected. My plan about him,
as | think T mentioned to you [word illegiblel,
was fo let him run on five or six weeks and
then, unless he Lwore?1 well, look up some other
novelty. Only the other day we were saying
that it was [now?1 enough to keep up Houssaye,
like John Paul and other light matter, through
the summer, but that in the autamn or winter
we should have to make a change.

I think exceedingly well of Henry James,
though in view of Huntington I doubt whether
it is desirable to pay him more than $20 a letter.

(Continued on page 24)

Neie York / Herald Tritmne [ December 8, 1963 15

20 Y de
1ris,

Y coPd 5 00
Ok o 1 ‘.\\'-'\.“ :
ack :
{00 s e PAL it
e W AdiNE
ghert an peadi®®
,AANak. ekt
| L=

eT, : e
¥ also hop A SRS ;

» ok /Al
A\ he 23 pricloy

tinue .
rrange™e i
arrane

("T‘“'.'
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. lon with a rar€ and special talent for turning
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Fro

Henry James,

popular interests \(\"!llt!"
i readers:

few of ot _
{ly the most 1t
e . --rL" o

undnnl_\tm

: ill'[('Ti':'-i--
. a one-columi
columns, and that even
'...l 4 columint i
his parsom to err

wo _ y : -
['\U'- 15 I sf, d»
ixe

T said 1o

fhs m;{;u-_us'mn, { think you

. would then pe less
of payment. |
- 1

Jange n the rate
o> us have

ine that any
vork you have |
- \

occast .
Von must ot 1Mag
failed to .Lpp!‘uc".:m- the admirable ¥

done for us. The difficulty has sometimes
| mnot that it was 100 good,
1

been |

but that 1t was Magazine
pather than newspaper work _
Zery truly M

rl 4

(Henry
Awgust 30, 1876.)

Dear Mr. Reid:
[ have just received you
10th. T guite appreciate what you sa¥

character of my {etters, and about their not heing
il e r S

+ letter of Angust
about the

to give
would,

1 should rry and writeé otherwise. 1

of letter you mean—it is dotthtless the proper sort
of thing for The Tribune 1o have. But 1 can't
produce it—I don’t know how and 1 couldn’t
learn how. Tt would cost me really more trouble
than to write as I have been doing (which comes
tolerably easy 1o me) and 1t wounld be poor econ-

/ Cin omy for me to try and hecome “newsy” and gos-
/ {2'-'-1:1"" " sipy. 1 am 100 finical a writer and T should be
g ot ¢ constantly hecoming more “literary” than s desir-
able. To resist this tendency would he row ing up-

stream and would take much tme and pains. 11 :

my letters have beert “too good” 1 am honestly o A

afraid that they are the poorest | can 1 i : /Wwa §b'w2
£ 3 pe F ooy ih}_-{ "

cially for the money! 1 had better, therefore, W

suspend them altogether. | have enjoyed writing == ey 1

them, however, and if The Tribune has not heen

the hetter for them I hope it has not been too
much the worse. I shall doubtless have sooner or ‘ BLOOM‘NGDALE,S

later a discreet successor, Believe me, with the

hest wishes,

Zery truly NOUrs, i | i
fibi ki Lexington at 59th Street; Lingerie, 2nd Floor.

e L Ly

Also Bergen County, Fresh Meadows, New Rochelle, stamford

(Henry James to i hiteluwo Reid, Boston, 131 Mt. Ver-
non St., July 22, 1883.)

n‘.-.u-l Myr. Rll.-iti A . Mail and phone orders filled. Write: Bloomingdale’s Box 1548,
wonder if it would be in your power to : [ e

dircet a slight service to be pvrfm'mcll for my ad- Outside delivery ares add 65¢. Grand Central Station,
vantage? I this is the case 1 shall he very grate- A 35¢ charge On each C.O.D. New York 22, N. Y.
ful. (Continued on next page)
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Henry James, Newspaperman

(Continued from page 29)
several years ago—in the wir

al yea er, spring, and
summer of 1876—I wrate from P, : :

ters—some dozen i all, T sy ]_:flﬁ Ct‘]"lﬂll'l‘lt.lt-
une. The question has {"Uil‘l‘c I:Illu;;l... m.'l hc. h:lb'
into a volume various sketch I's 1[1-11.'\. .COHL‘Ctmg
have produced fInriﬁg"- 1‘111- la‘: IIU “-'lw} o ‘I
) e das years; and it

occurs to me that in this collection portions of
those letters may be adapted to figure, But
h:n'_un't the articles themselves—they are buried,
so far as I have kept them, in the interstices of a
heap of luggage that I have stowed away in
I.i}wupg-. Might this appeal to vou have the result
of supplying the void? In other words, are the
back numbers of The Tribune, as far back as
1876, preserved at the office, and would it be in
your power to ask one of your myrmidons to
search among them for those that contain my let-
ters? I don’t want all of them, but as T am unable
to specify, it would be well, T am afraid, that all
of them should, if possible, be sent. They are
comprised within the said year 1876, and are in
almost all cases, 1 think, surmounted with my
name. For any trouble connected with this un-
dertaking I should be much your debtor, even if
it should not prove wholly fruitful. I have been
in America these seven months, but only a few
days in New York or I should have seen you. ]
have been detained in this place, and am still
detained by family affairs. I beg to be kindly
recalled to Mrs. Reid, and am very truly yours,
- Henry James

son St July 27, 1883.)
Foise W'w. Novd:

I thank you kindly for your note of the 24th

I in regard to my old letters in The Tribune and

for the information you caused to be collected |

(Henry James to Whitclase Reid, Baoston, Mount Fer-

for me on the subject, This information is valu- |
able and helps to solve my difficulty. You are
so, good as to say that it would be in your
power to have such of the létters as I would
wish, copied for me in the office. I shall take
the liberty of profiting by this offer and asking
you to please direct three of them to be tran-
scribed—the only ones I desire. When the copies
are sent me, be so good as to order that a note
of the cost be sent with them that T may transmit
to the office the sum.

Fery truly yours,
Henry James
To'the copyist. Please leave a considerable margin.

(Henry James to Whitelaw Reid, Newport, R. 1.,
August 8, 1883,)

Dear Mr. Reid:
Your note of the 1st was last night for-
warded to me from Boston, having been kept
there for some days, with many other letters,
while 1 was moving from one place to another.
It was accompanied by the three letters from The
Tribune, in the original text and most neatly
and conveniently arranged. T thank you extremely
for the attenfion you have given to my request,
and I am especially indebted to the ingenious
voung Drury, whose researches were so bril-
liantly conducted. Will you please cause him to
be assured of my thanks and direct that the
enclosed note ($£5.00) be delivered to him for his
trouble in looking up the papers? I hope you are
not personally in New York, in this fine summer
weather, as much as you are officially,
VPery faithfully yours,
Henry James

2
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A JAMESIAN ADVENTURE REVEALED

By Dr. HaroLp A. LARRABEE

Professor Austin Warren’s new and
excellent biography “The Elder Henry
James”* supplies some astonishing and
amusing information to fill the gap
which has hitherto existed in the college
career at Union of that eminent mem-
ber of the Class of 1830, father of Wil-
liam James the philosopher and Henry
James the novelist. The hiatus occurs in
the middle term of his senior year, for
which, in the College records, no grades
whatever are recorded. We now know
why. Henry had run away to Boston!

Professor Warren has had the good
fortune to discover in the Widener Li-
brary at Harvard (in the Theatre Col-
lection incidentally) three letters which
tell the story of the “clash of wills” be-
tween Henry and his stern and opulent
sire, that William James of Albany (sece
“High Finance at Union” in the Feb-
ruary issue of this publication) who had
been the financial “angel” of President
Nott. Says the new biography: “The
elder James was much alarmed at these
evidences of worldliness—and worse—in
his son; and bestirred his friend, the
distinguished lawyer, Archibald Mcln-
tyre, to write the youth a letter of warn-
ing. Under the date of November 12,
1829, Mclntyre rebukes the worldling:

“I have heard, and your friends gen-
erally have heard enough of your conduet

* The Macmillan Company, 1934, $2.50. Quo-
tations by special permission of the copy-
right owners, The Macmillan Company.

to cause us much pain and solicitude for
your safety and future usefulness. I con-
sider you on the very verge of ruin. . . .
Allow me then to entreat that you will for
the future repose yourself upon your father
and mother, and take their advice in every-
thing. Indulge in no expenses whatever
that shall not be known to and approved
by them. ... Let your studies too as far
as possible be conformable to your father's
wishes. You intimated to me that you dis-
liked the law. . . . On speaking to your
father on this head, however, I found him
inflexibly fixed on your studying the law,
or at all events on studying one of the
learned professions. . . .

“Some consider you already as lost, irre-
trievably lost. I am not, however, one of
those. I cannot believe that a young man
of good parts, with wealth to support him
in well doing (but with none without per-
forming his duty), with numerous and
anxious friends, can be such an idiot as to
throw away all these advantages, and be-
come a loathing to himself and his best
friends.”

This mixture of threats and entreaties
seems to have been wholly ineffectual,
because a few weeks later, on De-
cember 2nd, we find William James
irately informing McIntyre that Henry

“has so debased himself as to leave his
parents house in the character of a swind-
ler, ete. etc.—details presented today—are
the order which I enclose as a specimen of
his progress in arts of low vileness and un-
blushing falsehood ;—such will be practiced
in N. Y.—in book stores—Taylors, ete.—
and in the same as dfts on me etc, ;—all of
which will meet him direct—and lodge
him in a prison of some kind directly; a
fellow from Schenectady was after him to-
day for 50 to 60 drs—(in a note I under-
stand) for segars and oysters . . . Town-
send Sons and others from the College
have reported through the City—that he is
gone to Boston—and I understand he told
the man who gave the cloth that he was
going there—but deception is of no conse-
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quence in his case—they will find him and
he will find his reward, poor being. . . ”

The contrast between these dire and
frantic prophecies of his stern parent,
and the picture presented by Henry's
letter on January 30, 1830, to Captain
Isaac Jackson, tutor in mathematics at
Union, evidently his best friend at col-
lege, is so immense as to be little short
of comical. Far from tenanting the gut-
ter as his father had predicted, Henry
depicts himself as the very paragon of
industry and virtue, “enjoying, with the
gusto persistently his, the pleasures, so-
cial and sermonic, of Boston.”

“After all the great step has been taken,
and I am alone in my pilgrimage. . .. Here
I am in the good town of Bosting very com-
fortably situated on the first floor (not the
basement) of a four story house on Han-
cock Street, occupied by Mr. Jenks (Editor
of the Unitarian Christian Examiner). The
room contains a very valuable and curious
libarary (4 large cases). My bed stands
in a neat recess, on either side of which
opens a handsome closet. I am sitting on a
snug sofa, . . . On my left is a cheerful Le-
high fire; under my feet a warm carpet
and over my head a painting of Lorenzo de
Medici, by Mrs. Jenks. This room is sacred
to me.

“Mr. Jenks ranks high as a scholar, and
is very liberal in encouragement. He will
afford me during the first year of my stay
about $200 exclusive of my board and lodg-
ing in his own family. I am occupied
about 8 hours per day, in reading proofs
etc. ‘This has been called by Mr. Mcln-
tyre ‘drudgery.’ But it is quite a misnomer.
I have to search out every quotation (say
in Paley's Nat. Theoly. which Mr. J. is now
publishing) and ascertain whether it be
correct; and if it be not, to amend it. When
a short notice may be wanting for the
Examiner etc, I am expected to prepare it.
-« « I now go on with the study of lan-
guages much more thoroughly than I should
have found it necessary had I remained at
home. It is indispensable that 1 should.
My ambition is awakened; I have here
every advantage, and the least shall not be
neglected.

“I have been introduced into some of the

first society here, and almost all I know
afford me every requisite attention. Mrs.
Jenks is one of the most accomplished
ladies of the city. Miss J. her sister in law,
is a very amiable sensible young lady, and
withal an enchanting singer. So you see
into what a circle I have been launched!
Mr, Jenks is, you know, a Unitarian, but
in no way anxious to direct me in the
choice of a preacher., I hear Dr. Chan-
ning occasionally and I should never wish
a higher treat than one of his practical
sermons. Mr., Potter (son-in-law of Dr,
Nott), however, who has been exceedingly
kind to me, has numbered me among his
hearers. Mrs, Potter is what Eve might
have been before the Fall. Listening and
looking upon her sometimes, I am apt to
wish with the Psalmist, neither poverty
nor riches, but just such a wife as Mrs.
Potter; (by the way, what a horrid name
for that woman).”

How the free-lance theo-
logian managed to tear himself away
from the hospitable Jenkses in Boston,
we do not yet know; but somehow he
must have been induced to return to
Union in time to complete the work of
the final term of his senior year and to
graduate with his class,

future

Professor Warren pays deserved tri-
bute to Dr. Nott's influence as “the
most telling that was brought to bear
upon James in his student days, and
surely one of the principal forces con-
curring to foster his own liberalism.”
His full-length portrait of the elder
Henry is distinguished for the genuine
sympathy and insight with which he de-
picts a flavorsome personality difficult
to capture on the printed page. His sub-
ject emerges from this book not only at
full stature as a thinker, but also as an
extraordinarily likeable and understand-
able person—no mean achievement, The
book belongs high in rank among biog-
raphies of Union graduates,
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HIGH FINANCE AT UNION

1814—1833

By Codman Hislop *31

Ox August 13, 1803, William
James, merchant of Albany, entered
into his first agreement with Union
College. One Richard Allenson, car-
penter, who had been engaged to do
the interior trim and flooring of the
stone college then in the process of
erection, on lower Fonda or Union
Street, found himself unable to com-
plete his contract, because, as the
minutes of Union College board of
trustees phrased it, ‘he is now in the
gaol of Albany.’ Carpenter Allen-
son, perturbed at the loss of his fat
wage, offered a ‘Mr. James, mer-
chant,’” as surety that the contract
would be completed on time. The
name of James evidently carried
weight with the trustees, because
their minutes indicate their resolu-
tion ‘to enter into an arbitration
bond with Mr. James.’

For the next 18 years the mer-
chant of Albany and Union College
went their separate and profitable
ways, the one gathering immense
wealth and the other legions of stu-
dents.

The year following Mr. Allenson’s
slight difficulty with the Albany au-
thorities, 1804, gave to Union the
man who was to general these legions,
garrisoned in what was then an out-
post of civilization, populated by

86

people who could still remember all
too vividly the screech of the Algon-
quins, who could smell in their dreams
the smoke drifting down from the
ruins of their own sacked farms. Rev.
Eliphalet Nott, pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Albany since
1800, a trustee of the new college,
bocame in 1804, its fourth president,
and shortly, America’s most famous
educator. He worked for 18 years
with Mr., James’ help. He blew cus-
tom to the winds. He intimidated his
trustees into doing anything he wish-
ed them to do. He turned Union into
an educational monastery as an ad-
vertising stunt designed to appeal to
timid parents. It did. In 1805 he
lobbied the New York State legisla-
ture into giving him $80,000. Be-
cause this endowment was in the form
of a lottery grant, and controlled by
the inefficient state department, it
took the Rev. Mr. Nott 10 years to
collect—a most unsatisfactory busi-
ness from his point of view. In 1814
he went back to Albany and demand-
ed $200,000—and got it—in the
form of another lottery, of course, to
which several neighboring institu-
tions (Hamilton College, the College
of Physicians and Surgeons, Colum-
bia University, and the Asbury Afri-
can Negro Church) had hooked their
financial bandwagons when they dis-
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covered how easily the Rev. Mr. Nott
was securing state-authorized funds.

Mr. James, merchant of Albany,
must have been highly amused as he
watched the machinations of the pres-
ident from  Schenectady — easy
money. His own time was not far off.

Union College, and the other band-
wagon institutions, waited. No
money. They continued to wait. The
managers of the lotteries for the state
were dubs. Their advertising was
bad. They failed to sell tickets. De-
liberately they slept. The illustrious
Eliphalet nervously entertained him-
self by tearing to pieces Lord
Kames’s textbook on “The Elements
of Criticism” for the edification of an
ever-increasing throng of students.
He invented trick hats in defiance of
the current style; he wore ruts in the
Albany road trying to get that
$200,000. Finally, in disgust, he
wunt to see a former parishioner—
the rich merchant whose “fat An-
drews” by this time had returned him
more money than dozens of James
descendants were ever able to spend.
On May 1, 1821, the impatient doc-
tor borrowed $56,000 from William
James, giving as security bonds own-
ed by Union College to the sum of
$182,000. One imagines Mr. James
rubbing his hands gleefully—the in-
terest rate was six and a half per cent
and the security was as good as treas-
ury notes. And Dr. Nott said he
would pay the money back in four
years. Mr. James hoped so.

Still the bandwagons waited.

Nothing happened. No money. The
‘late war’ had been expensive; and the
state was too busy anyhow giving
away the public lands and dreaming
about a fine new canal.

The Rev. President was not the
man to let a mere legislature go to
sleep on him. He put by Lord Kames
and the new interest in anthracite
stoves, and hurried off to Albany
again. He cajoled this man and flat-
tered that one. He wrote letters to
them, and banged on innumerable
tables. In 1822 he got what he set
out for: ‘An Act to Limit the Con-
tinuance of Lotteries,” whereby the
state grants of 1814 must be run off
in 11 years, and in which was incor-
porated the provision that the hand-
ling of lotteries should be given into
the control of the institutions to
which the grants had been made. Dr.
Nott was immensely pleased with
himself, but the bandwagon institu-
tions grumbled. They had no time
to fiddle with finance. And then Dr.
Nott did something that must have
won the merchant of Albany’s undy-
ing admiration. He bought up the
bandwagons. He gave the Asbury
African Negro Church $4,000. He
gave the College of Physicians and
Surgeons $30,000. He went again to
Mr. James and borrowed $33,000,
which he immediately handed over to
Hamilton College for its share. Then
he was free of them.

Dr. Nott was now the sole manager
(by agreement with his amenable
trustees) of a lottery the ticket value
of which was $4,492,000, 15% of
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which was to go to the institutions to
which the grant had been made. But
the bandwagons had been dropped
and the Union College claim was the
only claim, Of this comfortable sum
the manager of the lottery was to

wve 614 7% on the value of the tickets
sold as remuneration for selling them.
Dr. Nott had good reason to think
well of himself, and Merchant James
had good reason to think well of Dr.
Nott.

By the middle of May, 1828, Union
College was indebted to William
James in the sum or $71,000, for
which Eliphalet Nott had pledged, in
anticipation of future returns on the
lottery venture, not only bonds and
mortgages, but, as the deed itself ran,
‘land in the first ward of the City of
Schenectady which includes 67 acres
near Troy turnpike; also the new
college edifices and all the houses
standing on the premises.” Not a bad
day’s work, signing away the college
in the hope of future lottery returns,
Merchant James was in serious dan-
ger of becoming an educator, a state
of affairs he might not have appre-
ciated had he forseen the subsequent
development of events.

Lottery-Manager Nott felt that
active participation in the business
of ‘running off” the various series of
tickets was somewhat beneath the
dignity of President Nott. To avoid
this predicament he engaged the firm
of Yates and McIntyre, professional
lottery operators, to do the actual
work for him. They were to receive

for their services 4% of the 15% al-
lowed the institutions, which left the
Rev. President with a prospective
214 7% on $4,492,000, no work, and
what he hoped would be no responsi-
bility. And Yates and McIntyre
were bound by law to pay in 11 years,

For some time everything pro-
gressed smoothly. Merchant James
collected his 615 % interest, Dr. Nott
taught Kames, made stoves, enter-
tained the Marquis de Lafayette, and
deposited neat sums in the president’s
fund, which he liked to call the resid-
uary fund.

And then something blew up. On
January 4, 1826, Yates and McIn-
tyre wrote to Dr. Nott in part as fol-
lows: ‘It has become necessary to in-
form you that such have been oyr
losses that we have no reasonable
prospect of being able to pay the sum
stipulated or even to pay the prizes
in the lottery now pending unless we
can procure immediately pecuniary
assistance to a large amount. If sych
assistance can be procured we are
confident that we shall fulfill our con-
tract with the college and save our
other creditors harmless. In view of
the circumstances we have thought it
our duty to propose that you and the
treasurer should raise for our imme-
diate relief $100,000.

The day the reverend president re.
ceived that letter must have been g
bad day. The college had pledged it
bonds and its property to Mr., James
on the future of those lotteries, And
now Dr. Nott was asked to go forth
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and find almost twice as much as the
college had already borrowed. But
Dr. Nott was not a quitter. He had
set out to build a college, and if an-
other trip to Albany would do the
Job, travel he would.

What he said to the merchant-edu-
cator no one will ever know, but on
January 11, 1826, the following
agreement was signed : “Whereas Wil-
liam James has become bound for
John B. Yates and Archibald McIn-
tyre, contractors under the trustees
of Union College for the drawing of
the lotteries they have (a few words
here in the original document are
illegible) for the purpose of enabling
the said Yates and MecIntyre to pay
prizes that may be drawn in the sum
of $100,000. William James was
probably as badly scared as El-
phalet Nott, although not so scared
that he neglected to extract a per-
sonal agreement from Treasurer
Henry Yates and the president to
make good any losses he might sus-
tain. The interest rate was still
6146 %,

On January 12, 1826, after what
was probably a most unpleasant
night, Dr. Nott wrote to Treasurer
Yates the following amazing letter,
which reads in part: “‘You and I have
such unlimited powers and have used
them so boldly and so frequently
without ever consulting the resident
trustees, who are a standing commit-
tee with powers on all emergencies,
that I feel anxious in the first place
to arm ourselves and prepare for our

89

justification in case of the worst—
and having done so to prevent dis-
aster contemplated—and if going
even further than we have gone will
prevent it—my advice is to go still
farther and to stick at nothing but
impossibilities, for if we are able to
show that we have gone into these
varied and bold measures really to
preserve and advance the interests of
the concern trusted to us—whatever
may be the result and however we
may be charged with imprudence, our
characters will not suffer—and this
is what has chiefly given me uneasi-
ness—and the more so as I know
there are people who would make the
worst use of our errors.” The post-
script which concludes the letter
holds the key to Nott’s character:
After admitting what if it had been
publicly known, would have precipi-
tated a giddy scandal at the time, the
man calmly wrote as an appendix to
this letter, ‘Purchase for me such a
set of pencils as your brother’s of the
best kind.’

The $100,000 which William
James advanced to Yates and MclIn-
tyre seemed to do the trick. The prize
drawings were ‘run off” smoothly for
some time. During the next year,
July, 1827, Merchant James became
Trustee James of Union College and
significantly enough a member of the
finance committee, 'There is no rea-
son to believe that this sudden honor
had anything to do with this estim-
able gentleman’s enthusiasm for
higher education.




William James enters the lottery
picture but once more. The occasion
is one on which the lottery managers,
Yates and MclIntyre, take mournful
comfort in pointing a moral lesson
for the edification of their employer,
Super-Lottery Manager Nott. On
November 8, 1828, they wrote to him
as follows: ‘We have received from
Mr. James notice in writing that he
will no longer indorse us, except for
such notes as shall fall due before the
first day of January. If this be his
unalterable decision I would desire to
know it. I regret exceedingly that a
state of things to which I alluded in
a former communication is so soon to
be brought about. It is always dan-
gerous to be in the power of any one

UNION ALUMNI MONTHLY

man and we will probably be taught
that by experience.’

From 1826 until the conclusion of
the lottery contract in 1838 matters
between Dr. Nott and his managers
went from bad to worse. The college
managed eventually to collect some
$276,000 for its endowment. The
president’s fund finally became a sub-
Ject for legislative investigation, the
result of which was the complete vin-
dication of Dr. Nott. Trustee James

(whose son Henry graduated from
‘his father’s college’ in 1830) died in
1832, leaving to his heirs the tangible
assets of an unusual college educa-
tion and to the college a box full of
cancelled checks and released secur-
ities.”
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“MR. JAMES, MERCHANT"
He once held a mortgage on all that Union possessed
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The Jameses

We have Professor Larrabee to
thank for organizing the sympos-
iums we have enjoyed on the campus
for the past two years. The latest
of these was held January 21st and,
like the one a year ago, followed an
interesting lecture on the topic pre-
sented by a speaker on the Ichabod
Spencer Foundation. This year it
was “The Jameses, a Family of
Minds”,—of interest to us because

the first William of that name| !

rich merchant in Albany, was at one
time a Trustee of the College ; and
his son, the first Henry, was a grad-
uate of Union in the Class of 1830.

It was the two sons of this first
Henry who brought the family a
worldwide These, of
course, were William, the psychol-

reputation.

ogist, and Henry the second, the

novelist,

The symposium was held in Bailey
Hall with an audience of more than
a hundred students and a sprinkling
of townspeople. The first speaker
was Codman Hislop ’81, who told of
Dr. Nott’s financial relations with
William James and how at one time
James held a mortgage on the whole
College, covering money he had ad-
vanced Dr. Nott to pay prizes in the
lottery. Mr. Hislop is helping Pres-
ident Day prepare material for a
life of Dr. Nott, and his paper was
based on those College documents of
which we have written so often.

Professor Larrabee discussed the
inheritance of the Jameses on the
distaff side. Professor Stanley pre-

view of William

sented a modern
James’s “will to believe,
Wainger spoke of the second Hen-
ry’s use of the “stream of conscious-

ness” as a viewpoint from which to

Professor

present character in novels., These
speakers were followed by our lec-
turer, Mr. C. Hartley Grattan; and
at the very close the meeting was
thrown open to general discussion.

Many years of lecture-going have
only confirmed our opinion that the
money we spend in this way is large-
ly wasted. Symposiums such as we

have described salvage some of it:

but we hope the time will come when
these so-called lecturers will be vis-
itors to our classrooms, where the
undergraduates and faculty alike
may profit by an intimate exchange
of ideas. Such meetings are always
more vital to the lecturers them-
selves, for they are freed from the
necessity of meeting the conven-
tional demands of a public lecture,
which often is cautious and dull or
only cheaply amusing. When they
have to lay their minds alongside
those of members of the faculty in
the intimate relations of a classroom
or a symposium, they are called
upon to produce their best and a lot
~f at,
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HENRY_JAMES: LETTERS TO A. C.
BENSON AND AUGUSTE MGQNOD ed-
ited with an introduction by E. F. Benson
(scriBNER’s. $5.00)

Tuis well-printed—though oddly and inap-
propriately bound—volume probably closes
the account between James and the Benson
family. It was formally opened on “a hot
Sunday in the July of 18847, at Cambridge,
when A. C. Benson, who had just taken his
degree and was still lingering at the Univer-
sity, went to luncheon at the house of Fred-
eric Myers—and met there two guests, each
of whom became a faithful, lifelong friend.
One of these was “a small, pale, noticeable
man, with a short, pointed beard, and with
large, piercingly observant eyes. He was ele-
gantly dressed in a light gray suit, with a
frock-coat of the same material, and in the
open air he wore a white tall hat”. Already,
indeed, Benson knew some of James’s books
well; his father—by this time Archbishop of
Canterbury—had recently quoted Roderick
Hudson in a University sermon; and the
author of that novel was one of the young
graduate’s “chief literary heroes”. He was
inevitably, now, transported with delight at
meeting him, at taking him to the service,
after luncheon, in the chapel of King’s Col-
lege, and then to tea in his own rooms at
King’s.

It was a day, surely, deserving the tribute
of fond recollection that Benson paid it in
his Memories and Friends, in the chapter
which he there devoted to James. And in
that chapter he speaks of having “a large
bundle” of his friend’s letters. We now know
what the bundle contained. Six pieces from

rinted in 1920 by Mr. Percy Lub-
% which he neither saw

but, when once the rela-
tionship wa tabllshed the silver cord was

L never loosed, and he took hold on it again in
all its brightness, and demanded to know all

[ that had happened to the absent and how

|

|

and when and why. He loved to be cherished
in similar fashion and to be held in remem-
~ brance, speaking of himself as ‘singularly ac-
cessible to demonstrations of regard’ and
~ thanking heaven that ‘for him remembrance
 was a great romance’. Nothing clouded the
clear shining of these relationships: he could
be and invariably was critical of his friends,
but he wholly rejoiced in their successes and

[ achievements, humourously picturing himself

 as ‘gilded by their effulgence’ as he watched

| their enviable progresses”.

’ Something of all this has been generally
known—and it raises an embarrassing ques-
tion for those who like to insist that James
timidly shrank from the real world—but now
it is possible to see at full length what this
“special relation”, not among the most in-
timate of James's, a “representative” one

i rather, actually was. And the spectacle is one
of beauty—of a beauty scarcely to be realized,

h however, save from the combined impression

made by the whole correspondence, which

extends itself over the years from September,

1892, to May, 1915. And so far as it yields to

specification, Mr. E. F. Benson has sympa-

thetically pictured—in the passage from his
introduction which I have just quoted—the
quality of James’s devotion to his friends.
For the rest, these letters tell little which
cannot be learned from Mr. Lubbock’s vol-
umes, though they interestingly supplement
that more important collection at various
points. For example, in one of the letters

printed by Mr. Lubbock, James speaks of a

time (May, 1895) when he was acting as a

friendly guide to Alphonse Daudet, then

staying in London. He had taken Daudet to

Windsor and to Eton, where Benson was a

master, without notifying the latter of his

bock in The Letters of Henry James. The
present volume contains fifty more letters to
Benson, and a telegram. After the publica-
tion of Mr. Lubbock’s volumes, complaint
was made by some who owned portions of
James’s correspondence, concerning the let-
ters which that editor had withheld. One
cannot know, certainly, what treasures of
friendly intercourse, doubtless very numer-
ous, may still lie hidden. Time will show;
for beyond question other letters will be
published. But meanwhile the first effect of
this collection—like that of two other small
collections privately printed in 1916 and 1923
—is triumphantly to vindicate Mr. Lubbock’s
taste and judgment. He took from the bun-
dle the six letters which were quite the best
for his purpose, and which were also, in
themselves, “among the most interesting™—
as Mr. E. F. Benson candidly admits in his
pleasantly written introduction, in which he
sounds the right, true note, though, alas, not
without a trace of affectation at the end.
This is not, however, to say that the vol-
ume under review is empty of value. On the
contrary, it has a special value of its own,
which will be gratefully acknowledged by
all to whom James is one of the significant
figures of the last half-century. For it gives
us the complete written record—save for a
few notes which, we are told, “deal with
mere trivialities”—of one of James’s friend-
ships; and this is something that Mr, Lub-
bock, with his different task and responsi-
bilities, could not do. Yet it was worth doing,
because it has an excellent illustrative use.
Mr. E. F. Benson very well says: “No one
valued and nceded friendship more than
James, and few can have had a larger com-

pany of those with whom he established L
to see him. Lhis provoked a protest, to w 1c

James answered: “Strike, but hear me. .
I weighed the question of notifying you in
advance—weighed it anxiously; but the scale
against it was pressed down by overwhelm-
ing considerations. Daudet is so unwell and
fatigable and unable to walk or to mount
steps or stairs (he could do Windsor Castle
only from the carriage), that I didn’t know
he would pull through the excursion at all—
and 1 thought it unfair to inflict on you the
awkward problem of his getting, or not get-
ting, into your house—of his getting over to
Eton at all—and of the five other members
of his family being hurled upon you. ...
Still, I had a sneaking romantic sope of you.
I should have liked them, hungry for the
great show, to behold you! As I turned sadly
from your ‘adorable cottage’ and got back
into the carriage A. D. said to me—having
waited contemplatively during my conference
with your domestic: ‘Ah, si vous saviez
comme ces petits coins d’Angleterre m’amu-
sent!” A. C. B. would have amused him still
more. Content yourself, for the hour, my dear
Arthur Benson, with ‘amusing’ a humbler
master of Dichtung—and an equal one, per-
haps, of Wahrheit”, This explanation led to
further correspondence, and an invitation (as
we now learn from the new letters under re-
view), in accepting which James added:
“Thanks indeed for the little story of the
Eton-boy and the Daudet book: it will charm
the sensitive Alphonse. I wish he might have
done Eton properly—but (though I take
them all, woe’s the day—3 personsl—to Ox-
ford on Saturday) he is unable to do any-
thing properly. He is not like your Papa and
Mamma; whose visit, moreover, is the only
thing, I think, I ever envied the Queen. Don't
be presented—be like me: be a Rock. Let the
Queen be dying to have you—and not have
the time. Your ‘g maids’ sound like the Grand
Turk—save for their maidenhood! Will they
all wait on me?” ]

A few other sallies of this kind not only
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(or, if deceased, to the friend or relative who kiew lim best :) ,

Sir,— ik | 223 *‘)‘;

Tt is the aim of the subseribér, in collecting the informatim asked for by the following questions, to obtain materials for &
concise Biographical Catalogue of the Trustees, Presidents, Professors and Tutors of Union Colloge ;—of those who have received Honorary
Degrees from it, and of all who have cver entered that Tustitution, whether Graduates or not.

That such & work would be interesting and useful to the Alamni, will not be denied ; but 'whelhar it'be practienble, will depend chicfly
upon the ready aid which they ehall impart. This eirealar rv_hl'ill;be_ sent to gVery Grafiuate whose “-‘Ei:it’ffc iz koown, (or,if degéased, to
some near connection,) and it is confidently exphotéd that no one will jogioct to raturm it in due time, With as filll Tnformation 08 cireum-
stances will allow :—some of the questions, indeed, it may not be possible fo answer with certainty ; others not ot all : still, it is hoped that
nk important facts will be withheld because of their fewness. g e 2 _

Death has removed the twenty-four original Trustecs, the first three Presidents, the early-Profeesors and Tators, and from eight handred
to one thousand of the Alumni of the College. Doubtless their friends and descendants will cheerfally contrilute such information as may

be necessary to illustrate the lives and services of Lhe departed. _
The subseriber desires every aid that may help to throw light upon the personal history of those concerned :—Obituary Notices; Bio-
. graphicalSkotehos, Epitaphs, Funeral Semom,-ﬂmmaﬁcea of ‘eloion to-furportant offieds or-stations, Dusiness Cards and Adver-
tisements ; also, copies of their Literary Works, Addrisses, Sermons, Hesays, Newspapers, engraved Portraits, &e. ; all of which will be
deposited and prosorved in an Alcove of the College Library, to be set apart for * Graduntes® Works."
Ho also requests that all futare changes affecting the answorswhich, shall be given; be made kuown to'Lin from tima o time:—sespeci-
ally the deaths of Graduates, and that the ussal obitusry notices or funcral sermons published on such-oceusions, be sent with the announce-

ments, as it is his purpose to publish these deaths hereafier Once a year. - 5 %
- ¢ JONATHAN PEARSON, Librarian.

Uxstox Corneop,
Scuesrcravy, N. Y }
Spronuxs op BrograPmIcss Skurcimss jok THE PRopossn’ Cimarcoun, : e kAN

John Glidden Brown was born in Quinnipeck, N./¥:, May 27 1800 ; paronts, Jawes gqud Hlizabsth (Glidden) Brgwn, who moved to
Tpsom, N. Y., in 1806. o was preparci for Collago b, Helderbergh High School, under the instrustion of Rev. Moses Johnson, aud
entered Union College Jan, 1817. Ha studied law with Fon. Septimus . Bmith, of Great Falls; was aduittod to the bex fn 1821; and
commenced the practice of law in Albany, with James 8. Van Hoesen, Fsq. In 1830 be moved to Now-York City, which, thereafter,
becam his residence. Ho was Member of N, Y. Assembly 1832-5; Stato Senator 18368 ; Member of Congross 1839-41; und Judge
of the Superior Court 1842-6. He died June 30, 1849, of cholera, aged 49 years. Besides occasional rpeeches, orations and opinions.
be wrote a work on constitutional law, and edited the N. Y. State Papers. He received the Degreo of L. L. 1), from Hamilton College
in 1848, . i : g wly, ITTY
Joseph Henshaw Luther was born in Hanover, Mass,, June 1 1798 ; parents; Joseph and Madeline (Henshaw) Kmuther ;. prepared for
Oollege at Yorkville Acadomy, Johu Almy, Fsq., Prineipal;.and entered Union Qolloge Sept. 1814, Ho tunglt, Sé?—ﬂﬂv in East
Philadelphia, (Penn. ) High School ; graduated at Primedtort Tlieslogical Baminary-in 1823 ; and mnnlaiyod,&:bs : 3, ot Marble-
town, N. Y.; and was Pastor of the Preshyterian Church till 1825. He wus Pastor of the 1st Congregatiody] 'Church of Haselton, Conn.,
1825-30 ; Professor of Rhetoric in Erie College 1831-40; retired on accoant of ill health, and now resides in Philadelphis, Pa. o has.
publislied six sevmons on. vavious oecasions ; a series of lectures on’ Rhetoric:and Bolles  Lettres; and. the # Communicant’s Companivn: ™
He received the Degree of D. D. from the Hudson University in 1842. it

Thomas Pennington Radway was bor Feb. 28, 1778, in' Benton, N. T ;' piarents, Johm Harmony and' Mary (Penmington) Radway ;
was prepared for College at High Holme Sechool, Rey. Hanover Kelton, Principal ; enfered Union College Sapt. 1795 ; t a fow
months in Suncook, Mass., in 1799 ; studied médicine with Dr. Jofiad Physicand Dr. Abrarm Potectr; o Camermiloattonded modicnl
lectures at the College of Surgeons and Physicians, and was admitted to, and commenced the practice of medicine in La Rbine, in 1800
Ho was Surgeon in the Army 1818-15, and retarned to practice at Oldbary in 1815, where he hus sinos resided, [He lectaved in the
Fairhaven Medical Sehool on Anatomy and Physiology, 1830-5, and ‘kas published severat-articles fn'the New-York Medical Revidky, and
two larger works ou the ¢ Fatictions of the Brain,” and on * Gunshot Woemnde," ikl L & T Sort

doahtful tat them be markod thus (1)

N.B. 3. Lot the anvwors to the following questions be ns full and autheutic as possibles bub whon ¢
9, When the preeca s decensed let some nu?lr relitive or friengd fil) ot the blauks to the best of hm!lnnwt oy i he I% hutone

3, Let as much thoe b tuen ne may be fonmd necessury for this purposs, A no Mor. AN b Soratiatid - p
4. 1n onse this shioet be not suiicient to contain all the fiets to ba sent, ndd snother of the same size, if poasilde, l“ﬂw{;ﬂﬂ" mnrgin of not leas than endinel for

binding. o . 4
5 ifmcu whitrn no snswers o (his circilar shidl Bo rotarnei, the editse sill be obliged to-publish rach nomes without any biographical neticos, or ta rely npos

information, gathersd i other sources, aud, theeclote, not always nuthentio.

ucStaf1830;amed_h. o096



s held, with datez: thu

X1 The 1Mpor tant

Sarrovnt it Jefferson Co.,. N. Y

NFOEMATION REQUIRED FOR THE FOREGOING SKETCHES

. Name. /4&..’44,_7 q;?uff ued

L. '\.w--- I| Pa thug :—

-

/CA.//’KL(ML.__ Z&fb (—ﬂmwu& L/fr:r-»&e,y/ 2l S

8 Written or edited

XII. The Literary or Scientific Work

ege Library

4

b
-

e e ol oy

¥ - | /M - L - '2"/"1-4’2 = A Q/dm M}?AJ /. ind x
4 c 1 /

[IL. Birth Place. &~ /5;1_4/7 Birth Day and Year. o &sre J. /ff'/}' Wy Pk ,f el Eont. e T K ,7/{:;;'

V. Various residences and date

Y., 1824-50: Now-York City. 183t Ve . . |  XTIIT. The names of hie relatives who graduated at Union Cellegs

¥t 0 e /ﬁ.{ - Jo (anard M/a‘ “a /ﬁ% /?ﬂd-{? =1 6 ,’?dlcu/‘{)m/ﬂ )Jé'-_':_j:f“'

ared for College, with Prin '=]-::?- and dates ; thu

3 XIV. The literary, }.r..é'.‘--;_mnn'l, or honorary titles he received ; from whence, with dates : thus
R h :

4‘-/&4 e b s Cltatian M. D., from Albany Medica! College 1845; or LL. D, Amherst College, 1850, &

VI. At what Colle ge he eraduated, and when.

/83 o /-/M«:L%/

VII. The oceupation he followed :n[!n r leaving college before studying his profession ; thus | XV 1a

c.//i_.(,fl—— ‘-._4"-—’ é__,_f‘ /

there an engraved portrait o

[ Teacking, Washington, D). C., 1847-42, or Merchant's Clerk, New.York ¢

[One or two e together with his antograph, s ioitad for College Librars

VIII. The profession he studied ; where ; with whom ; when ; thus:—

Theology at Princeton Theological 8

|

\
|
ry, 1828<F or Luw in Albany, N, Y., with Hon. Harmanus Bleecker, 1840+% |
|
|
1

IX. Where he has }:!"v'r.:'%-_'rl his profession, with dates ; and in case he be a el reyiman, mention the denomination (o
thus :—

|Epis., Bomervillo, N. J,, 1897-30; Pres, Albuny, N. ¥., 1830-5; Now-York Uity, 1835-54 |

. . 2 l
ﬁ_@v—w ;*Cuﬂ--_:l .’\_,.V{:C_ e CZ. }Z'-ém__' ,{__;"‘- {

X, The other 'Jl'l'llll'l!;':il"* he has followe |.. when and wi

[ Mérchant, Rochester, N. Y., 1890.35 : or Farmer, Geneseo, N, Y., 1835.54; or Maaufacterer, S harie, N.V 841481 o Profossor. ¢ ot banker, sditor, &

m% ( '] : :/f’: Al ‘4__. |
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XVII. General information respecting cliaracter, serviecs, success, interesting passages and events in his Tife, &c.

-

XVIIIL. Some nocount of his pedigree and family ; its oviginal seat it this or the old country, &e., &

i W A

XIX. List of such graduates 4 may not be widely known ; their restletices, professions, datos of deaths, &c. ; the name and residence,
also, of some near friend of the deceased, that further informaton may be sought for; thus:—
{Jobn Orton Smith, Banker, Chicopee, Mass., died 1348, His brother; Josegh H. Smiith, resides in Springfield, Mass.] |

UcS.oF1830i0es —h- 0ol4
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