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! WHAT 1S SOCIALISNM?

Socialism is that form of human society, which makes it ime
possible for an individual or group of individuals to commit an
unsocial aet, that is, an act in which the interest of society
is subordinate to the advantage of the individual or group of
indivkduals.

The Aim of Socialism: A gociety free from unsecial acts,
thus is identical with that of Christianity as taught by Jesus.
The difference is that Christianity endeavored to bring about
thie condition by inculeating brotherly love into all members
of human society, and the experience of nineteen centuréle has
proven that self interect is stronger than brotherly love. Social-
ism therefore abandoned the hope of changing human nature and en-
deavors to eliminate unsocial acts by reorganizing society so that

self 1nxorost’bccomn| identical with public interest, that is,
eliminates t .ose conditions under which self interest is opposed
to public interest. 1)

Most socialists consider the private ownership of the means o?
production and distribution (emital, land, tools and factories,
transportation and distribution systems, ete.) as the foremost cause
of unsocial acts, and therefore propose public owneship of all the
means of production and distribution as a s'ep %o eliminate most of

the oe ts in nio-onx Q%* agg;ogf.
1) !E w% often heard agains? soc 8m, that it could work

only after all men have become angels, thus s the reverse ofthe
truth. The difference between Christianity and Socialism is that
Socialism does not count on changing human nature, but endeavors
to change society so that with human nature, as it is, the aim

of Christianity can bhfulfilled.
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Regarding the form of public ownership, opinions may
differ. In x democratic nations as America, experience has
shown governmental (State, Municipal, ete.) ownership as
frequently unsuccessful, by introdueing a new class of un-
social acts: abuse of the public trust for individual private
advantage. In nations with a strong centralized government, such
abuse of public office for private gain is rare, but the govern-
ment is either in the hands of a ruling class (the Germany of old)
or a class consciousness develops amongst the office holders (the
Russia of old), and another ‘orm of unsocial acts develops, the
abuse of publie trust for the advantage of the office holding cliss»
Another form of dealing with the problem is being $®ied in Russia'a
Soviet government; and is worth watching. This essentially con=-
sists in self government of all 1ndus1;r1ai. agricultureal and local
groups, with comission government dealing with the inter-relation

of the self governing groups.

Public ownership of the means of p:oduction end distribution
does not necessarily complete communism, but ppivate ownership
in communities, money, etc. may remain, at least as fTar as it
does not lead to unsoeial acts. Neither does it require absolute
equality 1n'every respect, of 211 members of society.

Opinions also may differ on the methods of brining about
such reconstruction of society, and have changed from the pen-
ception of some of the early European leaders, that the lnt?o-
duction of universal suffrage would be sufficient (Lascalle).
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and the militarietic organization desoribed by B.llamr'a.“Looking
Backwardd, which once was so popula¥. In general “"democracy” has
been associanted with socialism, so much so, that most socialist
political parties have asdopted the name "Social Demoeracy” or
. tried to do so0. On the other hand, some socialiste in the lasf
years have come %o the reanlization that sccialism can never be
accomplished under a democraocy, but that in the transition psrioa
a dictatorship is necessary, however much in its final f¢rm social=
ist society must he a democracyw 'Pnr the reason that the ownership
of the means of préduction and diitribution, also controls the
means of information (newspapers, etc) and the educational systems
of the countries can wwo»ply to the masses such information as
causes tﬁam‘to vote in the manner desired, and by controlling the
edueational system, can educate the masses S0 as to make them
accept the present form of society as final. It cannot be denied
that tﬁc history 6! the last years has given more support to this
econception than comfortable to the tttgaﬂn of demoeracy.

i



