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Religion may be @fined as denling with the relations of
men %0 superior entities, ususlly concefved ss individuals,
that is, a persensl %0d or nersonsl m::.a:drembo .gg:: B
immertality, vesurrectien, ate. folence/deals with the con-
slneiens derived by the lawg of legde from ow sense perceptions.

Thers haw grown np thromgh the wsnturies an inoraae log
antazonism hetween velence and relision, mnidng the t¥e ine
sompntible with eseh other. Religion met this by tie
Inguisition, that is, by fereibly mppressing sclones snd
i%s votarins. Hewever, cor sivilisation is en oncineering
eivilization, and tha prosperons 1ifo of the large popula-
tiens which our sarth new sweporte, hes becose possible only
Ly the work of the snpinser. But empincering is She syplice~
tion of sedencs to tho sorvies of mem, and oo today scdence is
the foundaticn ot saly of sur prosparity, but of swr very
existensa, and tima nessgsenrily hae Yeeceme the Acndnating
poror in omi hanan ooelaty.

Therafore in eivilised ssuntrien, the sttempt of religion
e sunpracs anfionee hy ths Inonfsition of medieval timen 1a
Amched ont of courd, mnd in sordeeivilised covntries epeh an
attomps for instonoe s % 2evbid by Jestelstion the teaching
of avoiution in state universities, iu rerely suecessful, st loast
aed for a lomg time.
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our knowledge of t he superior sntities, with which histerie
religion dealn, has been dwrivel LWy experience, and by "Revela-
tiom™.

Undoubledly experience led %o the firet conception eof
superier beinge, or "Sode”: the ferces of nature percenified;
the exparlences in dresme; the erderly progress of nature, which
mumluvumctthoﬂm- #ith our increasing
knowledge, this beoane leas and less satisfactery. For inetlance,
the terror of the Smnderstorm lel primitive man to the ven~
sception ef a fwprome Being, vhose attribute wes the thundervelt.
But when Prarciin brought the lightaing from the cloude and
ghowed 11 %0 be 2 mere olootric spark; whem we lewned %o make
lightaing harsless by the lightning red, sné whem finelly we
harnengod cleetricity to de our work, naturally our reverence
for the thrower of the timoder bel decayed. 50 the golds of
exporionce vanishel, Per a time, the wonlerful fitness of
. pature gave argusent for the defence of the coneeptien of a
tuprere Seing who had made everything im mature so parfectly
fitting ite purpose. But Derwin gave s ridiculovely simple
explanation of the fitmese of netwe, by shod ng that only
e 2ittest can survive and snything unfit is repidly ex-
terminated, and so on merely mechsmical prineiples neture
besonas perfect in fitness. Therefore the hatred of all the

forees of darkness sgainet the thoory of evolutien.
Thus no avidence or preof of the existence of & God has

been found in the phenomena of ms ture, based en expe risnce.
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Logiesd preof of the existense of Jod, immertality, o%e.,

has beon given repestedly »/, but in ail tis se attempts, e
proof is based on un assumption, sweh se ths exiztence of the
mind indepondent of the bedy, ete., and ctanie amd falls with
this ansumpiion, and this sesumpiion cammet be provem. Thet iwe,
the attamstod proef of 0ed is & syllegimn. There sre & mumber
of conceptiona, God, fmmortality, the existence, independent of
the wody, of the senl and the mind end in genersl the personal
individuslity or tie "ege™, the exintence of 1ife net merdy as
& biochemionl process but as entl y independent of the livimg
bedy, e%0. ALl theee conceptione are inter-related and deo-
ponden ¢ on each other 48 sweh manmer that, 17 ene 1o provenm,
all the others logloanlly fellew frem it.

For & lone Wme at’surte were thue sade by empiriosnl seience
to prove one of these concertions., The mest premising appesred
the proof of the exictence of life independent of end not limd ted
by the laws of insnimete mature. fuoh wovdd be browpght if the
existenve of & "vital force® cenld be preven, which esa 49
things, that the lawe of Inanimste nature canr ot aocomplish.

A8 you knew, the “vital foree” held sway for a lenz time in
shomi otpg. ‘hen shenistry developed, 1% vem found that the
ecompounds met in inandmate neture could e produced by the
ehemiat in his leberstory; Wt the "organie” compounde, thst is,

mone>

1) Mostly in the selentifie writings of the Bomn 140 Chureh.
The Prot edni oter Lonally et mve 1 ui red selen~
sifie P ty of the

the Bible, witheut
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the things produced in living plante and snimels, eculd net be
produced by the chemiet, and so were attributed te the action
of the "vital ferce”. But gradually ene sfter the cther of
these chemieal produets of living things were predveed syn-
thetienlly by the chemist, and while meny of the ergenie com~
pounds have for come resson or snother met yet becm reproiuced,
the evidence has long hecome conclusive Shat the seme lews of
shemistey oper: the cens iyruetion of the crgenie compounds,
and no field fe left for s vital feree, but the "vital foree”
does not exiet 4n the reslm of selence.

In the reslm of seisnee, all stiempte te find sny evidence
of supernatural hhn. of metaphysieal cenceptions, as Ged,
tmmortality, iafinity, eto. tims have failed, snd if we are
homest, we mmt cenfess that in seience, thers exists me Oed,
no immortality, no senl, or mind s distiret frem the dedy, dut
selentifieally God and imeortality sre illepieal coneeptions.
Phat is, seionce had inévitadbly to become atheistie.

Phere remsined ouly Nevelstion as the fewndstion of tle
histeriesl conseption of relipiom., But is there any differ-
orce botween the “"dream” of prokistorie man, in which he “secs”
wonderful thinge, snd the "Nevelstion” of Neha med, of uddhe
or Moses or mar foundors of religiens, whieh all eontradiet
ench othaer.

Thus there 1o no evidence cuilsife of selence for Ced,

fmsortality and similar conceptions, snd there is evidence ‘
Wamnmymnﬂm.mmm:.m

ite methods and sonclnsiens hy the work it lms scosmplished.
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Put it is very hard for man %¢ get sleng without a bejief
in these concaptions. %e may pet aleng withent a God, mt net
without lmmortality. Our self~conceit dislikes to place 59
1ittle valus on oureelves, onr knowledge, mkill, exzperience,
in short our ege, to conceds that all thie is merely a funetion
of the biochemigal process of life, which viterly ceases ul véan=
{shen with the desintegration of the protoplasm ef our body by death.

The coscepSlens of physienl seience are incompativle with the
potephysionl conceptions of God, immertality, infinity, ete.. Bub
are the conceptions of selence really fisal snd mm or
are they limited slse, holding within a certain range ounly, and not
veyond this? foience derives it o condusions by the lawa of logle
from our semse perceptions. Thus 1% &oes not desl with the real
world.of which we know nothing, but with the world as 1% spresre
%0 our senves. Byt Are there ne limitations te our sence per-
certions, which limit the velidity of the conclusions we derive
from them?

All our sense pereeptions are limited hy, and attsched % e
nuijtm of time snd spece. EKent, the greantest and memt eritical
of a1l philosophers, deniee that time and =peee are the produet of
experience, but shows them to de eathegories, conceptiens in which
our mind olothes the nense perceptiens. lMedern phyeies hus come
te the same conclueion i the relativity theory, thet sbsclute
epsee and sbeolute time heve ne existence, but time and spaoe exist
maf»umnmuummtu.mumn
sence pereeption .
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74111 greater asd more pertivent % another linmdtation
of our sense peresptions: our sences son perceive only finite
things, but can ot percel ve the infinite. He reasoning frem
aay founda iom oan put anything inte the conelusiens, which
i® net eentained in the foundutions, and thme, with eur sense
perceptions finite, all conelusions frem Shem, that is, the
entire struoture of sclence & limited %o the finite. Hence
eny ationpt of selence, te deal with sn infinite cenceptien,
68 the infini%e in time anfl space, immerdality, Aal the cenw
ception of God, ete., dn shors, all those inter-related
eencertions disenosed above, muet fail and lesd te contra-
diotions, be illogionl.

Thue the proef of the nen-existence in selence, of the
soncoption of God, immertality, ete. really resns mothing
exoopt that we canpet get by reasoning & cone lnsion which
is not omtained in the previses on which we started our
roasoning; finite seievee emnod deal with the conceptions
of the infinite or absclutes

Wmn. selece deyived e cosdeeions from the
sense porceptions by the lawe of lepie.  But what proef
i there of the mm\m of the lm'nt legle, except
experience, which no matter how sompreheneive must ressis
1imd tod.
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Thus the cepative anewer of solence, on the questisn
of whether thore sre conoeptive erntities of infinite b r=
setor, ne infinity An time and s nee, immortality of the
ego, God, eto. 18 nd conolusive snd the gueciien i» e¥4ld
ae opon as 1% ever was.

How can we approsch 1te selntion and esn we ever pet am
anawer on the question of the existense of the infinitet The
bort wo oun expect to do im o search inte the founictions and
lisdtutions of our mental preceeses, to determine how fur
congert ione wre really ifllegical and centrsdictory, snd how
far they sppesr ue merely beesuee thoy imvelve conceptions
beyond the limite of our mind. But there ean be no eelemtifie
founda'ion of religion, but bholief must always remsin the
foundntion of religion, while that of seience is legical
nmnin frem faots, that 1«.’ conse perosrtions, snd nll
that wo osn say in, that the twe, seimmee and relgicm, are
not necemsarily incompatible, but sre different and wareluted
activities of the lmman mind .

. whms dmheronty, seience s religien sre net antegenistie,
put eperate, She one desling with the finite conclueione from
our ﬂdh panse perceptions, that is, the world of facts
and reality, and the other with infinite coneeptioms, whioh
oan nedthor be prover nor dispreven empirieally, but are eut vl de
of the roulm of scisnce. A cellicion between soience sni relise
iens esn oocomy only, whem the eme tries to encrosch om the
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field eof the other, for instance, when relizion attempis te
teach history in the fable ¢f tis Cresiion of the werld, or
blology in epposing the theery of evelution, ete.  But
Sheve aro mot preper snd essentisl parts of relizien, bus
more survivals of the ohild's sge «f mam.



