THE HIGHER DUTY OF THE UNITED STATES.

-

The early population of the United States was
largely English, with some French, Dutch and Spanish
additions Then the Germans and Irish came and helped
fight our battles and creatéjg;Blpority; and last arrived
the Italiens and the Slave, &nd now the United States is
neither Anglo-Ssxon nor German or Irigh or ILatin - sinv,
but is forming & new mixed race, and every one of the great
warring nations of Europe has millions of its descendants
amongst our citizense. ¥hile in time the blood re-
lationship between American oitiszens and Ruropeans may be-
come more remote, the relations by friendship and business
will become ¢leser with sll European natlons.

wci;honld be and are on friendly terme with all
the nations of Burope, which have contributed to our citizen-
~ ship, end are now fighting each othof. This imposes on
all our citizems the duty of true neutrality, as well pointed
out by our President in his original neutrality proclamation,
We must realize that any offensive aotion or expression sgalnst
any of the warring Zuropean nations wust ve offensive to |
millions of our own oitisens, #nd we certainly owe some con-
_ISAQration to our fellow eitizen, amongst whom we find some

of our best and most prominent Americens: & man may well



sympathize with England, or with Germany or France or Austria
in this war, and still be & good American Citizen. Talk of
hyphenated ciﬁsona. more German or Irish than American,
{neinustions that American business has sold and betrayed the
country to England, ato.; are utterly unjustified, and to
be condemned most severely se unfair, uh—Anoria;n and
aaaitiogs by leading to discord between our citiszens.

This war offers Ameriea the opportunity, either
te raise humanity te a highor stendard, or to drop it to the
lowest level of melfishness, If we really mean what we
preach, that we are for pesce and fair dealing between the
nations, ours is the power to quiekly etop the preeent war,
and to make future wars very difficult and soon impoesible,
by out lawing war, We have no power to fight: our
army i® smaller than many & day's loss of men in the present
WAT . Our most powerful ships are not fest enough to
cateh an inferior force, ani e&re too slow to escape from a
superior one. But we are the richeet nation in the
world: our estimated weslth is nearly twice that of England
er of Germany. This gives us & tremendous power for
good, if we desire to use it. But we have all the excuse
we can wish, in internstional law or absence of law, if we

wish to escape our moral duty.



We are at peace with all nations, are closely
related with all; we have no conflieting interests, need
to fear no aggressor or invasion from any nation, nor ghall
we bver be the aggressors. We therefore have the
chance, and ours thue is the duty, Jointly with sll the
other American nations, to teach the world a higher morality,
to abolish war, Let us t;kn the stand by our actions,
that we are utterly opposed to war as means to settle con-
troversies, and refuse to assist in any manner any nation
which resorts te violence, that is, gaes to war, on whatever
pretext it may be; place an absolute embargo on all the ex-
ports to n&nh nation or natiahe. whether ammunition, food or
machinery; refuse to loan any money to such nations, and the
preset war will quickly end, and there will not be many wars
after it - 1f any.

If we do this, 1f we thue out law war by boycotting
any nation which goes to war, then we ean go before the nations
of the world with clean hande and offer our services as
mediators and arbitrators in their controversies, and then we
will be listened to, while now we are in danger to earn As.
| hostility of those friendly nations, which our sctions hurt,
and the contempt of thc‘nntaon. which we help for financial
gain, and are dis-organising our industrial system, sowing
discord between our citﬂsoan. and will have to pay ﬁifit

in the future.
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Are we ready to ews the principles which we

profess, for the good of mankind, for the sstablishment :
of true @hristisnity, that is, good will between men?
Or are our professiomsof Ehristianity, of disapproval of
war and slaughter, merely hypocritical self conceit?

Charles P. Bteinmets,

Schenectady, ¥.Y.,
July 21, 1916
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