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Washington, March 1860

My dear friend:

Yours of the 2nd and 3rd of January and 2nd of February received. I
have delayed day by day for some tem days writing expecting every day to

know the result of consultation which was going on by correspondence <aéber \W YTt

M@ubers of the national committee to determine whether the day for the
Chicago convention was to be changed or not, We have at last the decision
of the comuittee changing the time first appointed and fixing the sixteenth
day of May for the Chicago Convention. I inclose printed notice cut from
the Evening Journal. I had talked freely with Governcr Seward about you
telling him of your engagement ol passage and the subsequent changes of days
of sailing of Araso. We both concluded if you started on the 29th of May
you would be in time if necessary for you to go to Chicago. I think Governor
Sewara would like to have you in the convention and I think for many ressons
it would be well for you to be a delegete - so that although it would abridge
your stay in Englend if you rind it consistent with what you require for
your English visit to come home in May in time for the Chicago comvention

on the on the 10th come, If your arrangements and engagewents are such tht
you caonot come in either contingency decide at once what you cannot and what
you can do - and write at once to Mr. Shultz and to John A. G. Gray who, I
know, is desirous you should be a delegate so that if you are to be home in
time to go you may be made a delegate at the State Convention, and if you

are not to be home that your friends may know it and so that there may be

no dbate or umcertainty at Syracuse as to whem you will be home., I think
doubt or vmcertainty of your coming or staying would be worse than certaiaty
that you could not get home in time. I wrote to Mr. Meed suppesting that a
full or mors than full proportion of the delegates should be good and sound
men of Democratic antecedents and mentioning your arrangements and my expect-
ations that you would be home in time for the Jume day.

I do not see much > 4m the book for candidates for President on
either aide. I think Sewar? is growing stronger as the day for nominations
approaches, and you know I hovs thought for & long time that the condition of
public affairs and the state of parties would produce his nomination and I
think the current of ovents more and more indicate the election of the Rep-
ublican candidate, ' '

On the Democratic side there is no more reasonsble public indication of
what is to be done at Charleston than 1f that convention was not to be held
till next year, I think the perscnal sancor among the Democratic rivals is
wnsbated, Uouglas is drumming with all nis might but his opponents seem very

determined, The democracy are no longer the mterrifisd and I am sure I do
not kmow and camnot guess with any confidence what they will do. I do mot
think Wise (?) has ever had any chance to be taken up as the csndidate.

Faulkner of' iie narpers Ferry district was appointed as you will have
seen to France, and was here when I got your letter respecting Mr. G. H.

OL K dikmele, hutfurtmde;gmgﬁadlmldmtmttcmhimorlm:ldhan

spoken to him of lMr. & position. He went home and ed up and
started at once for Paris, I knew Mr. Faullmer and could have ed with
him if I could have seen him lest a letter might do more harm than good as
the Harper!s Ferry riredras then mot in Virginia, I think it is cooling dowm
since the Virginia state convention to choose their celegates to Charleston,
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I do not think the speakers election has had any effect on the guestion of
who should be candidats for President.

Hopes and expectations of Missouri ! joubtedly influenced the Blairs
respecting Bates. They are, of course, m@q principle themseives and
will cordially support the Republican nominee, I dined at Montgomery Hlairs
on the 22nd of Februsry with old Mr, & Mrs, Blair, They desire to be reme
embered by you and Mrs. Bigelow, I had a letter from our friend @Gldeon
Welles yesterday, He says that they will have a hard fight in Connecticut °
at their April election but that we ought to succeed, He is mot quite rece
onciled to making Seward the candidate but he does not see where to look

for one, We are entering the bustle of preparation for the presidentisl
campzign here., Seward made a stromg and good speech in the Semate yesterday,
With my kindest rememberance to Mrs, Bigelow and the little ones.

¥r. John Bigélow

Yours truly,
Preston King
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1827 PRESTON KINnG,

; Preston King, senator, was Porn in Ogdensburg, N 8
He was graduated from Union College with %onors iﬁ'laév?o%%gcgém%i%eéu%g.
the bar a few years later, and 2Chieved & large practice in St. Lawrence
county. His taste early inclined him to political 1life, and in 1830 he
established and edited the "St. Lawrence Republican," in which he strongly
spppgrted the administration of Andrew Jackson. The following year he was
ing}nted postmaster of Ogdensburg , but resigned in 1834 to tuke his seat
wn the assembly, and served through four terms. From 1843 until 1847 he
was a member of congress, and served also fron 1849 until 1853. Though he
has a zeglogs democrat, and had a@lmost reached the leadership of his party,
ne left it in 1854 and joined the republicans, who neminated him for
;:crziarz of state the next year. He supported Fremont in 1856, and in 1857
wo?k ec gd to the U. S. senate, serving until 1863, and doing important
= 3stg airman of the cogmlttee on revolutionary pensions, also as chair=
a? :7 e national republican committee. In the debate on the naval appro=-
g:oa‘éonfbill in 1861 he strongly advocated the adoption of measures to
?re;;de toi Ehe defence of the country by war, if necessary, and upheld
removegnto éucoln ?n all the acts of his administration., Senator Xing
ey idew ?q{c city, in 1863, and resumed his practice, In 1864 he
convengigi egtla elector, and the same year a delegate to the Baltimore
S\ Vil ?derg he exerted a powerful influence in favor of Andrew Johnson
Collect-" ? ent. When Mr, Johnson became president he made Mr. King
Taas boi gh the port of New York. He assumed his duties in the summer of
2 u 4 e responsibilities of the office and some financial difficulties
5 fa anced his mind, and he @eliberately committed suicide by jumping from
8 terry-boat in the Hudson river, Nov. 12, 1865. Nr. King was highly
ba_egmed by the public for his integrity, the conscientious discharge of
Public duties, and above all for his purity of character.

The N, 8. of A, B, Vol. II. Page 93,

i 7

, KING, Preston, a Rerlwgs%nmii“? and a Senator from New ,
York: born in Ogdensburg, N. Y., October 14, 1808; pursued
classical studies, and was graduated from Union !‘i.olioim' in
l.m; studied law, was admitted to the bar, and commenced
Practice in 8t. Lawrence County, N. Y.; established the St
Lawrence Republican in 1830; postmaster of Ogdensburg 1831~ P
1884; member of the State assembly 1835-1838; clected as a,
Demoerat to the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth (‘nngrv,«mos§\
(March 4, 1843-March 3, 1847) ; elected to the Thirty-first and
Thirty-second Congresses (March 4, 1849-March 3, 1853); \
elected as a Republican to the United States Senate, and %
served from March 4, 1837, to March 3, 1863 ; resumed lh{!_
Dractice of law; delegate to the Republican National Conven-
tion at Baltimore in 1864 ; presidential elector on the Repub-
Hean ticket of Lincoln and Johnson in 1864 ; appointed collector
of the port of New York Aungust 15, 1865 drowned from a
ferryboat in New York Harbor, N. Y., November 12, 1865 ; inter-
ment in the City Cemetery, Ogdensburg, N. Y.
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1902,

Dec. 17, 1949

on now op

] urist home by Mrs. Marie E. Bridges at 602
e st Sornee of Tay stveet, in Ogdensburg, bears 1
bronze plaque upon the front which reads: “This houst
was built 1800, was the home of Preston King, member o
assembly 1835-1838, member of congress 1843-1853, U. S
Senator 1857-1863, Presidential Elector 1865. Collector o
Porl of New York 1865.”

A founder of the Republican party in 1856, a politi
cal lieutenant of Gov. Silas Wright and President Martir
Van Buren, he was responsible for nominating Andrev
Johnson running mate of Abraham Lincoln. An outstand
ing figure of his time in the federal government, Prestor
King is one of the great men in national history.

He was born in Qgdensburg Oct. 14, 1806, son o
John and Margaret Galloway King. Preston was but 1
small child when his father, one of the earliest Ogdens-
burg residents, representative of the land-owning firm of
Ogden & Ford, died. John King’s prominence is indicated
by the fact that in 1802 he was the first Fourth of July
orator in Ogdensburg. When he died, he left a small trust
fund for hLis son, with Louis Hasbrouck as guardian.

Preston King attended the Ogdensburg public s¢hools,
St. Lawrence Academy in Potsdam, was graduated from
Union college with highest honors in 1827, studied lawv
with Louis Hasbrouck and Judge John Fine, became ed-
tor of the St. Lawrence Republican, a Jacksonian news-
paper in 1830, was appointed postmaster in 1832, was vi-
{%ge trustee in 1833-1834, became involved in the Patriot

Var and ils Windmill affair in 1838 and then moved t
state and national prominence. He never married. Subject
to spells of melancholia he ballasted himself with 25
pounds of gunshot and jumped off a Hoboken ferry boat
to his deatlg'n on Nov. 12, 1865 a few months after becor-

ing collector of the port.
St. Lawrence county records would seem to disprove
the building of this house in 1800, for on Sept. 9, 1825

gt]e]or e Parish sold a part of the site to Hezehiah Wrigh:,
0

eded it to Adaline Denny June 26, 1828 and June

Old Houses of The North Country

'R&fcmncas--ahow'gge-marﬂed Elizur Goodrich Smith, wl?ios
later, with other members of the family, disposed of l_m
lace to James W. Ripley. Ripley and wife, Sarah, sold
obert J. Marvin Sept. 22, 1853, On Oct. 23, 1853 Marvin
and wife, Achsah, conveyed the south part to Amazml:f! B.
James and the north part with house to Rawlings Web-
ster. It was long known as the Websler house. f

On Sept. 11, 1854 James sold his part to Simeon
Smith who with wife, Jane, deeded to Preston King Dec-
27, 1859. On Feb. 2, 1860 King bought the Websler parl.
Preston King died without lineal descendants. Mrs. Martha
Galloway, aunt of Preston King, deeded her interest in the
property to her daughter, Margaret Webster, wife of Raw-
lings Webster Nov. 27, 1865. Margaret deeded it back to
her mother, Aug. 22, 1866 and on Dec. 24, 1866 a partition
suit was started resulting in sale to Mrs, Webster June 12,
1867. Mrs. Webster sold to Jane Smith July 15, 1876 and
Dec. 22, Mrs. Smith sold to W. Allan Newell as trustee of
Jane Elizabeth Smith and Margaret Janet Bridges. As such
trustee Mr. Newell transferred to Jane Elizabeth Smith
on Sept. 25, 1914. On Oct. 14, 1914 Mrs. Smith transferred
to Mrs. Marie E. Bridges who conveyed a joint interest in
it to her daughter, Mrs. Margaret Carlisle, Aug. 18, 1948,

Mrs. Carlisle, the former Margaret J, Bridges, grad-
uated from St. Lawrence university in 1926 and June 6,
1928 married Richard W. Carlisle, graduate of M. 1. T. and
nephew of Maclyn Arbuckle, greal American actor. Mrs,
Carlisle’s father was the late Capt. Harry W. Bridges, U.
S. A. She comes from proud old Ogdensburg stock on both
sides including Dr. Zina B. Bridges, one time mayor, and
?r. I.’Ihsha H. Bridges, who were members of her Bridges
amily.

Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Smith, born in Ogdenshurg Oct.
15, 1818 married Simeon Smi lhh,r 40 years pagymasler %n the
U. 5. Army. Mrs. Smith, aunt of Mrs! Marie E. Bridges,
lived to be over 104 bgrem old and for some time resided
in this house with Mrs. Bridges. " The house is a distin-
guished north country mansion.
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January 17, 1949

Dear Mr. and irs. Gilmours:

On behalf of the Graduate Council we want to thank you for giving
this splendid portrait of our distinguished alumnus, Preston King,of
the class of 1827 to the college. Mr. Van de Car and I arrived safely
on Friday evening with our precious cargo, and it is now revoging in the
Alumni Office. I am taking the portrait to the Adninistrative Meeting
on Tuesday so that all members of the staff may have an oprortunity to
gee this unusual ftem, and there we will discuss its permanent location,
An appropriate plate will be put on the frame, Your kindness is much
appreciated,

v #e enjoyed our brief visit with you, Ur, Cilmour, and are only
sorry that time prevented our remining longer. We are sorry to have
missed you, Mra. Gilmour, and hope that your travels will bring you both
in our direction soon. Remember, the lateh strine is always out to you
here In our home in South Collepe

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Frederic A. Wyatt
Director of Alumni Relations

PiS.

Hargaret was terribly pleased with the Hale House courtyard paint-
ing, and I am running around making arrangements to have it framed so
that it may be hung in our study. Thank you for everything.

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Gilmour
230 Caroline Street
Ogdensburg, New York

urSLaf'fk.it“ﬂ/,m‘s_p .




‘ecewber 6, 1940

Deer Mr, sad Mrs, OAlmour:
Ab o afednistrative mooting it wes the uncnimous epinion of =11
present that vo should scoupt your kiad offer of the portreit of
Proston Xing of $he slawn of L6V,
The Somiefl i saxicun $0 got plotures and oSher matericl
o onrly slued, 'hen our Mbrarden, Me, Vebd, resd your lester, he
ovineed real faterost in the Fing letters in the Opdenstuag( by,
Some Siwe ln Jaway I plan to be wp your vay on & vound of
sesceintion meetings, As I shell e truvellin: by motor, perhasps 1% would
be Voot for me o plok wy the Fing ploture st thet time, Your sugoestions
alﬂsﬂnhm
H“unuu“uumnhmxn
' SAncerely yours,

| :} e g e o

”o ﬁb‘. ‘ﬁ'. “
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Davidson

Ji; -~

November 11, 1948

Dear Mr. and Mrs, Gilmour:

e were pleased to get your nice letter of Hovember the sixth
relative to the picture of Preston King of our class of 1827, 1 am
sharing your letter with the President; Joseph R. Prown '03, the
Chaivman of our Committee on Historical Records; and Helmer L, Webb,
our Librarien., Your suggestion gppeals to me very much, and I am
confident that it will meet with an enthusiastic response om all
sldes, Before teking actiomn, however, I will discuss the mstter
further with these geatlemen.

Thanking you for your gemerosity, and looking forward to
hoaring from you again, as always, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

Frederic A. Wyntt
Director of Alumnl Relations

¥r. and Mrs. James B. Gilmour
220 Caroline Street
Ogdensburg, New York

WS Laf 1323 King-p-DOI D
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PRESTON KING, B. A., '27.

ed for college, Ogdensburg.
Ogdensburg, N. Y., October 14, 1806. Prepar .
g:igént? Union Géllege,,1825—'27. Lawyer, Ogginsbgggé F;:Egzz ;zangﬁi g::te
Ogdensburg, .

rence Republican," 1830. Postmaster, L e

bl 1834~'37. United States House of Representa R e
fggem Uiited States Senate, 1857-'63. Delegaye to Republican hationaiaggnven
tioé Baltimore, Md., 1864. Collector of Customs, Port of New York, .

; Died, New York, N. Y., November 13, 1865.

From: Kappa Alpha in Union College
1825-1913

17 Preston King, B.A,, 27. Born, Og-

dens:l)urg. N Y IOutuber_LM. 1803. ] IPre- K i

pared at Ogdensburg. Union Co ege, Kg L
1823-27, Lawyer, Ogdensburg. Founder ppa &lpha cat 1941
“The St. Lawrence Republican.” 1830.

Postmaster, Ogdensburg, 1833 Member

New York State Assembly, 1834-'37.

U. S. House of Representatives, 1843-

47 and 1849-53. U. S. Senate, 1857-'63.

Delegate to Republican National Con-

vention, Baltimore, Md., 1864, Collec-

tor of Customs, Port of New York. 1865.

Died, New York, N. Y. November 12,

18645.




Preston King

an amiable,

-

1827

The Ogdensburg Republican says of him:--"He was in all respects
le-souled, honorable man, No man public or private
ever possessed more of the affection, confidence and esteem of the
people of Lawrence County, and in his strange a?d awful ??uth he will
be mourned by hundreds of thousands in all sections of this great
country who remember nothing of him to his discredit,"”

who

New England Historical and Genealogical Register: p. 170

Vol.

20

¢
:

1866

Perhaps the most satisfactory letters as a whole in
John Bigelow’s Retrospections of an Active Life are
those from PresroNn King, United States Senator
from New York from 1857 to 1863. They are remarkable for
exalted patriotism and for self-effacement and freedom from per-
sonal rancor; they are in striking contrast to those from another
strong defender of the Union who would have been a more potent
defender had he been less conscious, or at least less expressive of
his own virtue and more charitable toward his fellow men. Preston
King hated a cause ; he shows no sign of having hated any man. He
was one of the staunchest and ablest supporters of Abraham Lin-
coln whom, in some respects, he strongly resembled. We are not
surprised at the genial sagacity of the man when we meet him for
the first time face to face in the third volume of the Retrospections.
John Bigelow regarded him as “one of the wisest and most faithful
friends” he had ever had; and other witnesses worthy of greatest
credit bear agreeing testimony to his highmindedness and single de-
votion to the right. Though he was active in politics, and in prac-
tical politics too, for full thirty years, no shadow of suspicion ever
darkened his fair name. Gideon Welles, by no means an indiscrimi-
nate praiser of his contemporaries, thought that Preston King had
done more than any other one man to give the free-soil movement
effect in party cohesion, in party measures and in action. Preston
King was a graduate of Union College of the class of 1827. IrA

A Worthy
Son

n’cr;
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CLASS OF 1827
PRESTON KING

King, Hon, Preston, New York, Nov, 13, aged 59 years, He was the son
of John and Margaret King, His father was a clerk of the late Judge
Nathan Ford, early settles# and one of the leading spirits of St.
Lawrence County, N. Y,, and was born in Ogdensburg, in that State,
Oct. 14, 1806, He graduated at Union College under Dr, Nott, quite
young studied law =t Ogdensburg, and was admitted to the 5t. Lawrence
Court of Common Pleas in 1830, In the same Year he founded the e A
Lawrence Republican, of which he continued editor and proprietor
until 1833, From 1835 to 1838 he represented St, Lawrence County in
the State Assembly; and from 1849 to 1853 his district in Congress,

He took a leading part in the free soil movement in 1848, and when,
someé seven years later, this party assumed the name of Republican,
he became its candidate for Secretary of State, and led the campaign
with surprising vigor,

Two years afterwards, he was elected to the U, S. Senate in the
place of Hon, Hamilton Fish, and there initiated some of the most im-
portant measures which preceded and accompanied the early stages of
our great civil war-- ever battling manfully for the principles of that
party of which he was one of the original founders. He contributed
materially by his unceasing activity in 1860 to the elcetion of mr.
Lincoln as President, and exerted a strong influence with the adminisg-
tration during the whole progress of the war, He ever showed himself
an honest and consistent opponent of slavery and aggression.

In 1863 he was succeeded in the U, S. Senate by Gov, Morgan, and
the next year was chosen Elector at Large of the State of New York,
On the reception of the news of the assassination of Mr., Lincoln, he
immediately repaired to Washington, and was called on by Nr, Johnson
to assist in arranging the policy of the new administration, His
appointment soon after, as Collector of the Port of New York, was
unsolicited on his part; the office was uncongenial to his noble spirit;
beneath its onerous burden his mental frame gave way, and he sought
refuge from his pressing cares by leaping from the Hoboken Ferry boat
into the "remorseleses tide to rise no more." Mr. King was one of the
commissioners, appointed under an act of the legislature of the State
in 1855, for the preservation of the harbor of New York, a position
of great responsibility as the report of 1857 will show; and it is not
a little remarkable that he should have found in the waters of that
beautiful harbor over which he so long exercised control, a burial under
such peculair circumstances of public and private sadness,

The opinions of the community among whom, and by whose generous
confidence he achieved distinction, are most kindly to his personal
merit and fame, The citizens of Ogdensburg, Nov, 19, passed a series
of resolutions expressive of the universal and heartfelt sorrow at the
loss of thier fellow citizen, in which they say:~="While to the nation
he was known as a sagacious and incorruptible statesman, whose in-
flexible adherence to the great principles of liberty inspired univer-
sal respect and confidence, he was also known to us, his neighbvors, as
the kind and devoted firned, the wise counsellor and the honest, upright,
public spirited and urbane gentleman,"

.).:;‘).-,}. -‘--i‘.r?,—f'—lo"o



1827 PRESTON KING: (1) (N.Eng.Hist.& Gen.Reg,)

Died November 13, 1866, aged 59 years.

He was the son of John (erroneously, Hon.Rufus, in our
last number) and Margaret (Golloway) King. His father was
a clerk of the late Judge Nathan Ford, early settler and
one of the leading spirits of St.Lawrence County, N.Y.,
and was born in Ogdensburg, in that State, October 14, 180s.

He graduated at Union College under Dr. Nott,quite young
studied law at Ogdensburg, and was admitted to the St. Law-
rence Court of Tommon Pleas in 1830. In the same year he
founded the St.Lawrence Republican, of which he continued
editor and proprietor until 1833, From 1835 to 1838 he
represented St.Lawrence County in the State Assembly; and
from 1849 to 1853 his district in Congress.

He took a leading part in the free-soil movement in 1848,
and when, some seven years later, this party assumed the
name of Republican, he became its candidate for Secretary
of State, and led the campaign with surprising vigor.

Three years afterwards he was elected to the U.S«Senate in
place of Hamilton Figh, and there initiated some of the most
important measures which preceded and accompanied the early
stages of our great civil war--ever battling manfully for
the principles of that party, of which he was one of the
original founders. He eontributed materially by his un-
ceasing activity, in 1860, to the election of Mr. Lincoln,
as President, and exerted a strong influence with the admin-
istration during the whole progress of the war, He ever
showed himself an honest and consistent opponent of slavery,

In 1863 he was succeeded in the U.,S.Senate by Gov. Morgan,
and the next year was chosen Elector at Large of the State
of New York. On the reception of the news of tha assassina-
tion of Mr. Lincoln, he immediately repaired to Washington,
and was called on by Mr. Johnson to assist in arranging the
policy of the new administration, His appointment, soon
after, as Collector of the Port of New York, was unsolicited
on his part; the office was uncongenial to his noble spirit;
beneath its omerous burden his mental frame gave way, and he
sought refuge from his pressing cares by leaping from the
Hoboken Ferry boat into the "remorseless tide to rise no more,"

Mr., King was one of the commissioners, appointed under an
act of the Legislature of the State in 1855, for the preserva-
tion of the harbor of New York, a position of real responsibility
as the report of 1857 will show, and it is not a little remark-
able that he should have found in the waters of that beautiful
harbor over which he so long exercised control, a burial under
such peculiar ecircumstances of public and private sadness.

The opinions of the community among whom, and by whose
generousg confidence he had achieved distinetion, are most
kindly of his pe rsonal merit and feme., The citizens of
Ogdensburg, November 19, passed a series of resolutions
expressive of the universal and heartfelt sorrow at the loss
of their fellow citizen; in which they say:= "While to the
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1827 PRESTON KING: (2) (NeEng.Hist.& Gen.Reg, )

nation he was known as a sagacious and incorruptible
statesman, whose inflexible adherence to the great
principles of liberty inspired universal respect and
confidence, he was also known to us, his neighbors,
as the kind and devoted friend, the wise counsellor
and the honest, upright, public spirited and urbane
gentleman,"

The Ogdensburg Republican says of him:-"He was in
all respects an amiable, whole-souled, honorable man.
No man public or private ever possessed more of the
affecting confidence and esteem of the people of St,
Lawrence County, and in this strange and awful death
he will be mourned by hundreds of thousands in all
sections of this great country, who remember hothing
of him to his discrédit.”

New England Hist. & Gen, Register
vol, 20 p. 171
18664
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1827 PRESTON KING:

Was a member of the bar of this county, though he never
engaged in active practice. He was born in Ogdensburg,
October 14, 1806. He was a graduate of Union College, and
studied law with Judge John Fine. In 1832 he was appointed
Postmaster of Ogdensburg, and in 1834 was elected to the
Assembly where he served several terms. He was an ardent
Democrat, and was led to take an active part in the hope-
less effort of the so-called "Patriots,™ who invaded Canada.
In 1854 he was elected to Congress and twice congecutively
was re-elected. He became one of the prominent founders of
the “epublicay party and in 1855 was elected by the new
organization to the office of Secretary of State. In 1857
he was elected to the United States Senate, where he held
high rank. He wag defeated for re-election through the
Greeley movement, He was a delegate to the Baltimore
Convention in 1864, and in 1865 was appointed Col&ector
of the Port of New York.

He died by his own hand while insane, Nov, 12, 1865, -

In all his varied public career Mr, King exhibited
eminent qualifications and fully sustained his high char-
acter as a man,

Hist. of St. Lawrence Co., N.Y,
Pe 260

Gates Curtis, Editor

D.Mason & Co,

Syracuse

1894,
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PRESTON KING FOR PRESIDENT.

Te the Eiditor of the N. Y. Tribune

Sir: But a short time, comparatively speaking, intervenes until the
assembling of the Chicago Convention; and as the action of this Convention
will be potent in deciding the next Pre-=idential contest,, it becomes
necessary that it should act with a full appreciation of the responsibilities
devolving upon it. No one can doubt that upon the platform there constmcted,
and the candidates there nominated, depends the success or defeet of the
Republican party in November nsxt.

There are men in the Republican
Party that can be elected over any

Democrat; there are others who cannot.

There are several thines which must be taken into consideration

in making the selection of the Republican standard-bearer, to omit any of
which would be fatal to success:

Ve

1. No. man should be selected unless a consistent and reliable
Republican, as it would be folly to igmore the wishes of the North
for the purpose of conciliatins a portion of the South, that cannot cast
an electoral vote.

II. He must be comparatively free from any mingling with
the Know-Nothing imbroglio.

III. He must be abls to bPresent an unexceptionable record.

IV. He must be personally popular.

V. He must be a man of great firmness, and a Unicn man,
who will crush out any incipient measures for a # dissolution of the Union.

VI. He must be an economist.

These are secondary tonsiderations,
candidate, in addition to the primary ones, of
fidelity.

which are necessary in the
honesty, capacity, and

There are numerous Republicans péssessing all these qualifications
and who could be elected; but some could be elected eagier than otherss.
As one of the people, let me suggest a ticket which, if nominated, could
be elected over any Democrat aided by the "Union P-arty". Let us haveas
our candidates, Preston Kine of New York, for Praident; and Edward Stanley
g1 or some other good man, for Vice-President.

Mr. King has always been, as he is now, in favor of free territory;
his record is unexceptionable; his in

tegrity above suspicion; he is not
now, and never has been a politician; his firmness and devotion to the Union
are also unquestionable.

With reference to +he platform to be adopted, let the following

suggestions receive the censideration o' the Republiean Party:
L. Slavery is a local institution, and is prohibited wherever
not established.
II. The Yonstitution permits States Alone to establish Slavery,
and not Territories, andhence Slavery in the Territories is illegal.
ITI. Congress should provide laws to carry out this constructio
whenever necessary.
IV. That the Ueneral Government should obtain a suitable
locality, outisde of the United otates, for the purpose of planting a
negro colony, and offer "fre: Homes," a free passage, and other inducements
to such free negroes as may wish to emigrate thither, and for such slaves
as may be manumitted. (This ‘s to secure liberty to negroes, not to
abridge it.)
V. That the public lands should be made free to actual settlers.
VI. That the Army should be reduced to 3,000 men.

VII. Provision should be
case of Indian difficulties.
VII

made for calling out volunteers in
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Cincinnati, Uhio, Feb. 21, 1860

New York TI':L‘L"JT'IE., New York :.5?,1_-1..!1”'3:;‘.-‘, March _[7, 1860,
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Class of 1827
PRESTON KING

During 1837 and 1838 what was known as the "Patriot War" broke out on
the Canadian frontier, Citizens of St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Erie, Chautauqua,
and other counties, under the auspices of Preston King, and other influential
men, enrolled themselves in the "Patriot Army," to be commanded by a son of
Colonel Solomon Van Rensselaer, who, in the war of 1812, led the assault on
Queenstown Heights, where he was badly wounded, Canada was to be invaded from
two points, namely, Fort Schlosser, on the Niagara River, and Ogdensburg, on
the St. Lawrence. The steamboat Caroline, while at anchor in our waters, was
captured by the British, set on fire and adrift, to go over the Falls. The
force, which crossed from a point near Ogdensburg, landing at Windmill Point,
near Prescott, encountered a superior force, and were, after a brief resistance,
beaten and dispersed, some escaping in their boats, while others were teken
prisoners, and, after trial and conviction, transported to Van Dieman's Land,
This failure, alike signal and mortifying, resulting in the banishment for
life of several young men of intelligence and character, so preyed upon the
sensitive and peculiar mind of PRESTON KING, as to occasion deep sor ow for
several months, terminating in a mental aberration requiring treatment at anp
asylum in New England, from which, however, he in & few months recovered, I
had known Preston King as a member of the Assembly for four successive Years,
commencing in 1835. He was a Democrat from prineiple and from prejudice, He
had grown up hostile, not only to canals, but to improvements of every description;
the world, he said, was good enough for him as it stood, and would progress
quite fast enough without the ald of legislation. He considered the Whig as
the Federal party with another name. If he was sometimes forced to admit that
the Democratic party could, and possibly had erred, yet at the same time he
insisted that the Whig party could not, and never had done any good thing, Inp
‘truth, I think I never knew a more dogged, obstinate, and uncompromising
Democrat than Preston King; and yet, while as wide apart as the poles, politically
and during his first year in the Assembly looking daggers at each other, we %
gradually relaxed, and long before hig legislative career closed we became warm
personel friends, and ceased to differ so widely in our estimate of publie men,
and in our views upon some of the public questions of the day.

Mr. King was transferred by his constituents from the State to the
national capital, where he was soon disturbed by the aggressive spirit ang
encroaching designs of slavery. Nor was he long in making up his mind that, wity
all his devotion to and affection for the Democratic party, he could not g0 with
that party in its avowed purpose of extending slavery into the territory-acquired
from Mexico. In 1846 he united with General Brinckerhoff of Ohio, Hamlin of
Maine, and Wilmot of Pemnsylvania, in favor of a proviso to be attacheq to bilg
appropriating money to organize the territory obtained from Mexico, excluding
"slavery or involuntary servitude except for crime." This, while it did not yet
separate him from the Democratic party, was followed by his OProsition to tpe
Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, and to the efforts of the Pierce ang Buchanan
administrations to extend slevery into Kansas and Nebraska. In 1855 he took g
active part in the inauguration of the Republican party. o

In 1856, when John A. King was nominated for governor, there wgg an
understanding between leading Republicens that the United States Senator to b
chosen by the legislature in the following February, should come from th; 2
Democratic section of the party. Even before the legisleture met, it being kn

Own
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that there was a large Republican majority in both branches, an active canvass
for senator commenced. Prominent among the aspirants were the late James S. Wads-
worth, Ward Hunt, and David Dudley Field. Soon after the legislature convened
Mr. Wadsworth and one or two other gentlemen withdrew in favor of Mr. Field,

who personally pressed his claim with characteristic earnestness. Some days
before the legislative caucus was to be held, Messrs. Wadsworth, Ward Hunt, and
one or two other friends of Mr. Field called to confer with me on the subject.

I admitted that it was distinctly understood at our State convention that the
United Stetes senator was to be aman of Democratic antecedents. But when they
urged Mr, Field as the candidate, I replied that there was a pretty general
understanding in the State convention that Preston King should be the senator.

In this they differed widely from my impressions, saying that, so far as they
knew, there was no such understanding or expectation. They then proposed

that inasmich as the senator was conceded to their section of the party. I
objected to this as a step calculated to prevent homogeneousness between the

two sections in the new party. But at their earnest request I yielded to their
view., Meantime Mr. King remained at his residence in Ogdensburg, taking no part
personally in the canvass, The Democratic Republican members were confidentially
invited to indicate their wishes in relation to senator. At that meeting, after
free discussion, when the result of a ballot was announced the friends of Mr. Field
were found to be in a minority! As I had confidently believed all along, there
was quiet but determined sentiment in favor of Preston King, who more than any
other Democratic member of the Republican party had contributed to its rise

and progress, and who, during his services in the House of Representatives, had
done so much to resist the aggressions of the slave power. His election to

the United States Senate was therefore a just recognition of his services and
patriotism. During the eventful six years which ensued, and through an ordeal
which tested both the strength of the govermment and the courage and fidelity of
its representatives, Preston King was fesrless and faithful. He never, however,
appeared as a debater, nor has he left any written evidence of the remarkable
wisdom he always displayed in council. His judgment upon questions of
govermment policy, his advice in political emergencies, and his knowledge of men,
might be and was safely trusted. His term expired in 1863.

I reached Washington the day after ¥r, Lincoln was assassinated, and
found Governor Seward and his son Frederick in what was supposed to be a dying
condition., Vice-President Johnson became president., He had served in Congress
with Preston King, between whom and himself common sentiments and warm friend—
ship existed. I asked Mr. King by telegraph to come immediately to Washington,
On his arrival two days afterwards he stopped at the Kirkwood House, where the
Vice-President lodged, and where, but for an accident, he too would have been
assassinated. There I was introduced to the new President, breakfasting with
him and Mr. King. As was hoped, Mr. Johnson received Mr. King warmly, and
consulted him freely and fully in reference to the important and responsible
duties which had been so suddenly devolved upon him. All looked right and
promised well. Mr. Lincoln's general policy and views were to be adopted, ang
subject to such modifications as circumstences required to be carried out
President Johnson's administration was to be what Mr. Lincoln's had been,
inflexibly and unchangeably Republican. The war was to be prosecuted emg vigor
ously for the maintenance of the govermment and the preservation of the Union 2
"Treason" was pronounced "a crime", and "traitors" were to "be punsihed", Wh;
these essentlal objects had been secured, snd the new administrstion fairly 3
under way, Preston King returned to his home in St. Lewrence. I then fir
believed, and strangely as things happened afterwards I now believe, that

+» Johnson entered upon his duties as President with a sincere and honest
intention to serve out Mr. Lincoln's term adhering to his principles and 14
as nearly as Mr. Lincoln himself would have done, had his life been apara§° L
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In 1885 Governor Seard informed me that a successor to Mr. Barney as

collector of the port of New York was wented. Several names had been sug-
gested. The relative fitness and claims of each having been discussed,

the subject was laid over for further consideration. When the matter came up again
I suggested the name of Preston King, first because he was iminently worthy of
the office, and next, because it was not quite certain that among the city candi-
dates the best man would be selected. Governor Seward heartily approved of this
suggestion, and Mr. King's name was sent to the Senste without his knowledge,

His appointment equally surprised and alarmed him., When I met him in New York,
so strongly was he impressed with the idea of his unfitness for the duties of

the office, that he expressed an earnest desire that we should consent to his
declining it. But yielding to the solicitation of friends he accepted and
entered upon the duties of his office with apparent cheerfulness, He, however,
attempted too much. He thought it incumbent upon him to sanction nothing and
sign nothing which he did not personslly examine and understand. That involed
too much labor and thought for any man, the more especially with one of his sen-
sitive organization. He became nervously apprehensive that by some fault or
misfortune his bondsmen might suffer. I discovered in conversation with him

that he was i1l at ease, and that he Judged more wisely than his friends in dis-
trusting his fitness for the onerous duties of collector. Finally, becoming
anxious about his health, I yielded to his frequently expressed desire to resign,
after which he recovered his spirits and we talked pleasantly until twelve o'clook
at night, when I left him with the understanding that he was to forward hig
resignation to Washington the next day. Unhappily that conclusion had been
reached too late. The strain upon his excitable temperament had been too

severe. He rose before sunrise, and saying to his attendant (a relative) that he
would take a walk before breakfast, left the Astor House unaccompanied. On

his way to the Jersey City ferry he purchased a bag conteining several pounds

of shot, with which he went on board the ferry-boat, and when about half way over
to Jersey City he deliberately walked overboard and immediately disappeared,

From: Life of Thurlow Weed including His Autobiography and A Memoir
Barnes Vol., I Part II Pp. 471475
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CLASS OF 182

Born in Ogdensburg, New York, October 14, 1806

Drowned in the Hudson River, November 12, 1865,

Was graduated at Union College in 1827, and after
his admission to the bar began the practive of law in
St. Lawrence county, He early became active politically
as a Jacksonian democrat, and in 1830 founded the Saint
Lawrence Republican at Ogdensburg, He held the office
of postmaster of that town, and from 1834 to 1837 he
served as a member of assembly., He was a democratic
representative in congress from 1849 to 1853, but
afterward became identified with the newly-organized
republican party, He was an unsuccessful candidate for
secretary of state of New York inm 1855, In 1857 he was
chosen senator of the United States. During the session
of the senate early in 1861, before the inauguration of
Lincoln, Senator King made a notable speech declaring his
belief that the sections would never be reconciled if to
that end it was necessary to render "ignominous submission
to traitors," and announcing his readiness to "provide
means for the defence of the country by war." He retired
upon the completion of his term, in 1863, returning to his
professional praectice in the City of New York. He took an
active part in obtaining the nomination of his friend,
Andrew Johnson, for the vice-presidency by the republican
national convention of 1864, and by President Johnson's
appointment he later became collector of the port of New
York, He ended his life-~his mind being deranged by troubles--
by Jjumping from a Jersey City ferry-boat,

History of the Bench and Bar of New York Vol, 1 p., 388
New York History Co.
1897,

ik Wen PRESTON KING, LL.D., CLass or 1827.
. \{M‘V United States Senator from New York State.

PRESTON KING, Esq., 1827, of Ogdensburgh, N.Y., was a member of the Adelphic So
Adelphic Catalogue 1830 (Died: 1866) ciety,
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1827 PRESTON KING: (2) (Alexander)

At the State convention in September, 1855, Preston
King was nominated for secretary of state of New York,
and the ticket was to"be given to the people of the
state as the tRepublican Ticket.® " Y. 2 De Rl4

The Leglislature of 1857 elected King as U.S.Senator
over Ward Hunt(Union '28) by 65 votes to 17. "King Bad
resisted the aggressions of the slave power, and in the
formation of the Republican party his fearless fidelity
to the cormer-stone principle made him doubly welcome in
council. V. 2 D.243 & 245

In 1860 Thurlow Weed "held that suggestions of compromise
which the South ©obuld accept might be proposed without dis-
nonour to the victors in the last election, and, in several
carefully written editorials in the Evening Journal, he
argued in favor of restoring the 0ld line of the Missouri
Compromise, and of substituting for the fugitive slave act,

nt for rescued slaves by the counties in which the
violation of law occurred." V. 2 P 336=7

preston King, the junior United States Senator from New
york, clearly voicing the sentiment of the majority of his
party in Congress and out of it, bitterly,opposed such a
policy. "It cannot be done," he wrote Weed, on December 7,

. wyou must abandon your position. It will prove distasteful
to the majority of those whom you have hitherto led. You
and Seward should be among the foremost to brandish the lance
and shout for Joy." V. 2 p. 339

political History of the State of New York
DeAlva gtanwood Alexander

Henry Holt & Company

New York 1906.
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1827 PRESTON KING (1) (Alexander)

The people of New York felt profound interest in
the conflict between slavery and freedom, and the
fearless stand of Preston King of St.Lawrence in sup=-
porting the Wilmot Proviso, excluding "slavery and
involuntary servitude™ from the territory obtained
from Mexico, had added fuel to the flame., King was
8 radical from principle and from pre judice, TFor
four successive years he had been a member of the
Assembly. In his bitterness he denounced the Whig
party as the old Federalist party under another name.
He was now, at the age of forty, serving his second
term in Congress. But, obstinate and uncompromising
as was his Democracy, the aggresive spirit and en-
ceroaching designs of slavery had so deeply disturbed
him that he refused to g0 with his party in its avowed
purpose of extending slavery into free or newly acquired
territory, (Year-1845) Ve 2 Do 102

The fearless stand of Preston Ling in supporting the
Wilmot Proviso took root among the Radicals, as Seward
prophesied and the exclusion of slavery from territory
obtained from Mexico, became the dominant issue in the
State, DBecause of their approvel of this principle the
Radicals were calied "Barnburners.," V.2 p.126 (1847)

The convention of the Softs followed on September 6,
(1854). ...the delegates baliked on the cunningly worded
resolution declaring the repeal of the Missouri Compromise
inexpedianet and unnecessary, yet rejoicing that it would
benefit the territories and forbidding any attempt to undo
it. It put the stamp of Nebraska upon the proceedings, and
the deathlike stillness which greeted its reading shook the
nerves of the superstitious as an unfevorable omen., Immed-
lately, a short substitute was offered, unqualifiedly dis-
approving the repeal as a violation of legislative good faith
and of the spirit of Christien civilization; and when Preston
King took the floor in its favor the defeaning applause dis-
closed the fact that the anti-Nebraskans had the enthusiasm
if not the numbers. As the champion of the Wilmot Proviso
concluded, the assembly resembled the Buffalo convention of
1848 at the moment of its declaration for free soil, free
speech, free labour and free men., But the roll call changed
the scene, Of the 2 394 delegates, 245 voted to lay the
substitute on the table,

This result was a profound SuUrprise.........But despite the
shock, Preston King did not hesttate. Me might be broken,
but he could not be beat, Rising with dignity he withdrew
from the convention, followed by a hundred others who ceased
to act further with it, Ve2 p. 196-7
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CLASS OF 1827,
PRESTON EING

lies a member of the Bar of this county (St.lLawrence),
though he never emgaged in active practice. He was born
in Ogdensburg, October 14, 1806. He was & graduate of
Union College and studied law with Judge John Fine. In
1832 he was appointed Postmaster of Ogdensburg, and in
1834 was elected to the Assembly, vhere he served seversl
terms. He was an ardent Democrat and was led to take an
active part in tle hopeless effort of the so-called
"Patriot'stWer) who inveded Canada. In 1845 he wes elected
to Congress and twice consecutively was re-elected. He
became one of the prominent founders of the Kepublican
Party and in 1855 was elected by the new organization to
the office of Secretaery of State. In 1857 he wes elected
to the United States Senate, vhere he held high rank. He wes
defeated for re-election through the Greeley movement.
He was o delegate to the Baltimore Convention in 1864, and
in 18656 was gppointed Collector of the rort of Hew York.

He died by his own hend while insane, November 12, 1865.
In all of his varied public cereer lir. King exhibited eminent
qualifications and fully susteined his high character as a
man.

FROM  Our County snd Its Feople: A lemorisl Record of
St. Lawreme County, N. Y.
Edited by Gates Curtis
De. leson & Co. D

Syracuse 1894,
Paper 100 Years Old /£ 7 N
OGDENSBURG, N. Y. Oct, 4 (#)— \.

“The Bad.en:};nrgi tsap{tglobtlil‘m Journal,"
‘commemorating 1 annlversary,
J today published a centennial sdition of

sixty pages, Founded in 1830 by 2 .
M}gg. {The Republican' wu% ER. 5, 1930

with “The Dally Journal,” founded {n
1855. r*ormmy.:m?:rmng edition, “The |-7/#, 5 /1 2/

Republican Journal” went into the eve-

ning fleld again in 1920. The paper is AD »
A member of the Gannett group. x-;"?:ix.

lin H. Little is publisher and Charles -

S. Cantwell, managing editor, : r




CC: James E. Gilmour

January 17, 1949

Dear Joe:

I had a nice talk with James E. Gilmour
'06 at Ogdensburg, and we picked up the Preston
King portrait which is now in the Alumni 0ffice.
¥r. Gilmwour is checking further the references
to Hr. King in the Opdensburg Free Library and
is, I belleve, making arrangements to have
refarences to the collepe copied for our files.
I know you will be glad to see this portrait,
It iz a welcome addition to our collection.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Frederic A, Wyatt
Director of Alumni Relations

?c!‘t‘. JOSB‘."h R. Bmm, Jrl
27 West Erie Street
Albany, New York
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December 21, 1948

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your note together with your letter of the ninth to
President Davidson. You will be plessed to kmow that I have hed @ communi-
cation from the Gilmours, and we are to pick up the King portrait when
we are in northern New York in January, At that time I will check on
the Preston King letters also.

With holiday greetings, and thanking you for a&ll you are doing for
this good old college, I anm

Sincerely yours,

Frederic A. ¥yatt
Mr. Joseph R, Browm, Jr. Director of Alummi Relations

Jospeh R. Brown, Jr.

Januvary 5, 1949

Dear Hr. Cilmour:

The preliminary cards for our northern New Yowk eirevit have already
been malled, As you can see, we will be operating on 2 falrly tisht
schedule, and, in view of the uncertainty of the weather, we ere asecking
your advice as to how we can hest arrange to pet together to nick up the
Preston King nortwait,

Mr. Joserh R. Browmm, Jr., '03; whom you will remember, is the chaip-
man of our committee on historieal records, and he adyises us that if the
Preston King letters in the Ogdensburg Library have reference to the
college, we should make every effort to have them copied, Would it be
asking too mueh to have you investigate this situation and advise us?

Horing to hear from you soon, and with best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,
Ur, James E. Gilmour Frederic A. Wyatt

220 Caroline Street Director of Alummi Relations
Ogdensburg, New York

u;_s:.a%kl*%hg—p-m%‘"




= crapuaTe councit REGEIVED

UNION COLLEGE
Schenectady 8, New York JAN 2 7104«

F. A. WyatT
Secretary January QQWD' , __c].?
) - W
e /’ﬁ;z\ 4 V7 ?%QL-

Dear Tony: C/

May we proceed with plans to have an
apnropri%te plaque made for the Preston King
portraitt It should probably read "Preston
King, 1827; United States Senator, 1857-1863;
Collector, Port of New York, 1865. Gift of
James E. Gilmour '06, John H. Gilmour '38."

Mr. Webb has looked over the plaster of
Paris portrait carefully, and we both agree that
' it should be cleaned. Would your office like-.
to take care of these arrangements,.er do you

prefer to have us do so?
X R A s

. ——

I want to be able to report to the Gilmours
that the picture has been hung here in the Alumni
Uffice as soon &s possible. Your advice in this

matter will be aporeciated.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

A \Dye
Frederic A. Wyatt
Director of Alumi Relations

4/

" _,"\ il /[ r iR . : y
Mr. Anthony Hoadley | . ;
Comptroller YA & / A
Administration Building ://

{ /
VYol r
L ~ 93‘/
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My dear lirs. Clark:

On behalfl of the Graduate Council here
at Union College, I want to thank you for the
two letters written by our distinguished alumnus,
Freston King, of the class of 1827, which you
have tumed over to the collepe., We are de~
lighted to have them, and they make s valuable
contribution to our collection of King memorabilia
here.

L.  ¥%s are discussing with the Chairman of our
Comittes on Historical Records the ;muzbw.
which you b

of copying other communications
on Tile,

'ﬂiﬂﬂingmwn, I am
Sineerely yours,

Frederic A. Wyatt
Director of Alumni Relations

Mrs. Phyliss Forbes Clark
Ogdensburg Public Library
0 :

Hew York




January 20, 1949

Dear Mr. Gilmour:

Thank you very much for your aice letter
of the 18th. I hope the enclosed cover the

situation fully.

We are glad that your grandson is coming
along so micely.

Hore later re other letters after Joe
Brown has seen these.

Thanks again. With best wishes, I an

Sincerely yours,

Frederic A, Wyatt
Director of Alummi Relations

¥r. James E. Gilmour
220 Caroline Street
Ogdensburg

New York
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SCHENECTADY

COUNTY

HISTORICAL

SOCIETY

Yol 4, No. 4

Schenectady, New York

June 1961

Union College and the Civil War
FREDERICK L. BRONNER

It has been said that the Civil War
was the greatest war Americans ever
fought. In many ways it was also true
of Union College.

Actually not as many alumni (gradu-
ates and non-graduates) fought in the
Civil War as in later wars but the casul-
ties were about equal, and so the per-
centage of loss to the alumni body is
much greater. The exact numbers of
Union men who enlisted in '61-'65 are
not known but it can be safely said that
the total of those in both armies, North-
ern and Southern, numbered about six
hundred. Over seventy of these died
on the battlefield or were victims of dis-
ease or wounds. The old legend which
still persists in Schenectady, that the
alumni were rather evenly split between
the North and South, is clearly disprov-
ed by the figures of enlistment: of the
six hundred who went to war, over five
hundred wore the Blue, only some fifty
or sixty wore the Grey!

The war was noteworthy, too, for the
prominence of Union College men.
The Secretary of State for the Union
was William H. Seward of the Class of
1820, while at the start of the war his
counterpart in the Confederacy was
Robert Toombs of the class of 1828,
who was later a Brigadier-General under
Lee. Seward's son, Frederick W., of
the class of 1849 was Assistant Secre.
tary of State. The Commander in Chief
of the Union Army from 1862-64 was
Henry W. Halleck of the class of 1837.
Daniel Butterfield of the class of 1844

was Chief of Staff of the Army of the
Potomac at Gettysburg.

Butterfield was also a composer of
bugle calls. Displeased by the regu-
lation “Lights Out” call, he composed
a new one, which eventually spread
through the entire army. Today it is
the official "Taps” which has beer
called “'the one expression of tenderness
the army ever allows itself."”

John Bigelow of the class of 1835
was consul general at Paris and later
United States minister to France. Among
Civil War diplomats his work was sec-
ond in importance only to Charles
Francis Adams in London. Austin

Daniel Butterfield, 1844, composer of
the bugle call “Taps”

UcsLot82F King - p- 042



Blair of the class of 1839 was the War
Governor of Michigan and a tower of
strength for the Union side. And both
Senators from New York were Union
alumni, Ira Harris, of the class of 1824
and Preston King, 1827. _

Union alumnj fought in all the
theatres of war, under Lee and Long-
street, under Grant, Sherman, Thomas,
Sheridan, and Farragut. They fought
at Gettysburg, Antietam, Shiloh and
Vicksburg. Some knew Andersonville
and Libby Prisons. Oge Thomas W,
Rae, of the class of 1860, was on the
U.S.S. Minnesota and so had a ringside
seat at the famed battle of the Merrimac
and the Monitor, Another, Simeon M,
Thorp, of the class of 1859, was mur-
dered by Quantrell’s guerrillas, when
they mir{cd Lawrence, Kansas, in 1863,
One Holmes Colbert, of the class of
1853, was a Choctaw Indian who be-
came Colonel of 2 regiment of Indians.
Edward H. Ripley of the class of 1862,
commanded the first brigade to enter

Professor Eljas Peissney, colonel, 1191)

Regimem, New York Vo) ]
at C'bame}!arm:'l!e i

omim-
Richmond in 1865 and scr"_fdtiscrcf was
andant there. And ﬁnanyécrman an
Elias Peissner, Profestsor of  who
litical Economy 4 = ecame
zt(}the age of thirty-five, ml(l;tzi’sbkilllfd
colonel of his regiment aﬂ_“e Medals
leading it at Chancellorsvi .o alumni
of Honor were n\\'arde_d tl? t-tl;‘.’-
by Congress for valor 11 iioﬂs of the
So they fought 1n all ‘ht‘f imes they
country and, of course, hOﬂ'_'ame hattles
fought each other in the s et 4
and occasionally they e"fme was John
recognized each other. TI?IC"S of 1859
H. Carter, C.S.A., of the ¢ as’d Colonel
He rode with Morgan, flsth:: cIIaSS 0
John B. Hutchinson of g Union

" d
1860, Carter was CJPtu:eo]-.io and he

Doug las

as

: AT
forces while on a raid in
. alee Camp )
found on being taken to_d Hé‘ag[& <
that his classmate, Davi he Regiment
serving as Chaplain of 'tif:t-‘-”}’ Car-
gu;trd;‘ng the camp! ‘Iﬂf-"“n‘ 5
ter like Francis T. Chase, ©

f the Cﬂ;i
! Bo
of 1852, was from New ]_.ngland-

) shen Wwar
were teaching in the Soutiﬁl \}:thi:or the
broke out: both elected mp-‘got of the
Confederacy. Julien H. Fi€ the 31st
class of 1852 was a Captain 10 ras CAp-
North Carolina, C.S.A. He “q under
tured at Roanoke Island by1 tgojp. of the
General ], F. Hartranft, U. his friend
class of 1853 who had been n every
in college. "“He was ,Shm-:w days.”
courtesy and was paroled in a1 e en

One more example of d(l‘ﬂi:il War
counters may be given. The deen WL
has been called the first mo e eald
but occasionally there wcrc]ms]eisurf?]}'-
the older type of war - th€ i
less ruthless, more chivalrous Sch-
the eighteenth century. Henjrjg . Cap-
werin of the class of 1863 wa nt an
tain in Colonel Peissner’s rEg“nettle of
was wounded at the same Dd days
Chancellorsville and died tOleie Zeta
later, He was a member of t;tive at
Psi fraternity which was then :5 wear-
the college.  Apparently he W o e

ing his fraternity pin becaus¢ & e
refognized by some Zeta PSld s (1)‘: him
Confederate army. They care ned his
until he died and then retur

Wision, 241) Corps

Watch, his fraternity pin, his sword and
el Personal effects to his family.
on men were present at the start
of t]}e War and at the end. The firing
o0 Fort Sumer s usually taken as the
?ﬁ’fmng 8un of the war, Stationed
7€ at that time was Lieutenant George
pa; S“}’def of the class of 1852. Ap-
ently his conduct was exemplary be-
£ s he was made a brevet Captain for
S service in defense of the Fort; in
A<, legend has jt that at the surrender

e&""acsi the last man to leave,
nd the ¢ ?
would gy s end of the war? Some

i Y It came at Appomatox. If
» & Union College man was there.

18&51? Charles E. Pease of the class of
l'()n: arried the terms of surrender
ut f Genera] Grant to General Lee.

St or Most people the end of the war
mnedon April 14, 1865, It will be re-
had that op that date Mrs. Lincoln
Planned , theatre party. She want-

A to See Laura Keene in "Our Ameri-
“an Cousip’

efal ang " at Ford's Threatre.  Gen-
Bt e oo Grant had been invited
sevfra] Ut begged to be excused as did
2 vorRers S0 Mirs. Lincoln turned
Werey oUng couple who accepted. They
of 185731‘"' Henry Rathbone of the class
augh and his fiance, Cora Harris, the
ECr of Senator Ira Harris who, as
8 said, belonged to the class of

B’:jgdd-;e?"(.;e‘?fc’?'d{ Edward H. Ripley, 1862, and staff of

= oy

15t Brigade, Third

e was doubly

1824, So I_IDiOn (.:OIleg Ks SﬂndbUl'g

rcprescntcd that night. o et
has said, here were to be e
beings in a narrow Space, Onhis v
est man of his time . . . ’;EIIOf i
yife pio B P;rornise of
throthed lovers with all the isition s
felicity that youth, social P-;;d o]
wealth could give th::n:},"E < e
this young actor . . . o
i:lltqle} wof-gld, The glitter (tjlfe ot
happiness and ease was Llpfm g wis
yroup. but in an instant EVETY e e
i-:’(} b(|? ’changed." A shot rang Oin 5
Lincoln sank back nevlf[r ;r[l : re]fi{hboﬂ&,
P ;5. And so Henr) =
SLLI‘Q?)T?%? may be remcmberﬁdi IOH%
afltlt.ir many more illustrious alun;n;:lal.c -
was the last man to ever SP
braham Lincoln. Sir o
- What was the e_ﬁ:ecrt :Zf l:'s\‘- ivsaoften
College? Is‘ﬁ rue, i
E:t:?d, that %he decline ‘fhlg;v?i'a%ci;r o
L llege after the Livih ¥ % s
Iir'i ;?tiycguegto the serious d;slo};at;;} 3
ir -
I;rought about by the‘\)(‘ar.errmmus.
credulous theory but l'EdIS SomE
The Civil War did dig d‘ejp“?ith i
vitality of Uniqn, as it IBut i
another institution . . . . 5 perhaps
of war account only fIl; tﬁ)ue ::]i{ﬁculties
i t, to g
only in a small part, I¢ iy
thar lay ahead for Union Colleg
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The Fires of Long Ago

Excerpts from the diaries of Professor Jonathan Pearson of Union College.

These
library.

are discussed in the following passages.
Sept. 24, 1834
Last night a little before 12 o'clock
the whole college were aroused from
their quiet slumbers by the mingled din
of city bells and cries of fire, which the
students were not slow in echoing. In
five minutes every man of us were on
our way to the scene of desolation. A
more splendid and impressive spectacle
could hardly be imagined than the sheet
of vivid flame which, rolling majestic-
ally up the clear blue heavens, perfectly
extinguished the twinkling stars in the
overwhelming flood of its on light.
The college, the adjacent houses, the
lofty spire, distant hills and every re-
flective object threw back the borrowed
light which darkly illumined them.
From the neighborhood of the desola-
tion the stillness of midnight was brok-
en by working of the engines, the
cracking of the fire, the loud commands
of the engincer speaking through his
trumpet, besides the running to & fro
& confusion of the excited multitude.
The conflagration originated in or near
an unoccupied shop owned by a Mrs.
Price and spread each way consuming a
wooden home on either side together
with their appropriate outbuildings.
Nothing but fine efforts of the firemen
aided by the activity of the citizens
saved the house of Mr, Benson from
destruction; it caught afire several times
and was burned to a coal on one side.
Thursday, March 12, 1835
Among the vulgar, my short experi-
ence has taught me this lesson, that
whoever imposes the largest tug upon
their faith will be the sooner believed,
& what was most against reason & com.-
mon sense commends itself most readily
to their creduility.

laries, covering a period of many years, are preserved in the college
Among the subjects which appear to have held special interest for
Professor Pearson are the numerons fires which occurred in the town.

Several

Among the multitude of facts which
induce the foregoing opinions are the
various rumors afloat respecting the re-
cent fire in "Frog Alley”. The most
reasonable account of ifs origin seems
to be that it kindled from a barrel of
ashes carelesly placed in one of the out
houses from which the flames first
burst forth; but because it is a much
tougher story, and likely to last longer,
many are willing to believe it was the
work of some in(:{-ndiary. Now altho'
this latter opinion be not at all im-
probable under the circumstances, yet
when we know that there were 15
families of reckless Irishmen inhabiting
the house from which the fire origin-
ated, is it more reasonable to believe that
it was set by a villain than that it was
the result of sheer carelessness ?

Friday, March 13, 1835

Beside the above may be placed the
fnllowing silly rumor which I find to be
very prevalent today: viz. that we are
to have another fire the first windy
night, which as a stiff West breeze is
blowing this evening, must accordingly
happen tonight, in anticipation of such
an event I am told that the watches
h;we been set in various portions of the
city for the purpose of safety, How
true this is I know not, but that these
stories are current and eagerly believed
among the vulgar there is no doubt.

Saturday, March 14, 1835

Last evening a fire was discovered in
Clute and Bailey's coal house which was
unquestionably the work of an incen-
diary having been traced several rods
from building. It was only the early
hour at which it was kindled that
saved us from a third conflagration
equal to either of the others :
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