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New Brunswick. N. J.
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iir. p. L, Webster,
Graduate Council Union College,

Gcheneet&dy, New York,
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Thanks for your letter of the Skt inst. 1 hope
to give further information as you request, hut may
not succeed until the beginning of the year.

ijo Ffar as 1 now know van Kleek never received the
doctorate. jzzzzzvr  Q—

uscar X. Voorhees
December a, 1S41
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Canajoharie
Church Observes

Centennial Days
SIHSVIWL™ 'up

(Continued from last week)

Other ministers through the years
came to the Canajoharie church, fol-
low; Dr. Wells, Rev. Richard D. Van
Kleeck, a Union College graduate ofj
1822, Rev. Samuel Robertson, a na-
tive of Troy (1836-1839,) Rev. Ed-
ward Osborne Dunning (1842-1845,)
later a chaplain in the Civil War; the
Rev. James MacFarlane (1845-1848).
John DeW.itt, another Union College
man, came to the ministry here in
1848, remaining but a couple of
years. In 1850 he began a thirty
years professorship at the New
Brunswick, N. J. Seminary,jHe was
followed by Nathan F. Chapman
(1849-1854.) Next followed a pulpit
supply of three years (1854-1856) by
Rev. Eben S. Hammond and a second
supply of two years by Rev. Alonzo
Welton who was called but declined
the same. In 1856 a U. S. dime was
officially declared the seal of the
church, but for what reason we do
not know. Rev. Dr. Benjamin Ro-
maine who had been editor of the Al-;
bany,, N. Y. "American Spectator” for ;
fifteen years began to supply the pul-j
pit in 1857 but, later, was installed {
and remained as pastor for five years i
(1757-1862.) During the Romainej
pastorate the church was thoroughly \
renovated, the galleries removed, the!
pulpit changed from the south end to
the north and the pews reversed. A
cloth covered the pulpit, gift of the
North Dutch Church of Albany,
which had been given the Albany
church by the family of the first pa-
troon of Albany, Kiliaen Van Rensse-
laer. Rev. Benjamian Van Zandt, a
third Union College man to be pastor:
here, came in 1862 and remained
through 1869. He was a strong abo-
litionist, which attitude brought him
much discomfort.

L 4

Rev. Richard R. Williams, who was
of Waterford, Ireland, came from the
Seminary (Union) of New York City
in 1870 and had a long pastorate
here (1870-1883.) Later and until his
death in 1915, he was the owner and
editor of “The Iron Age,” a noted
industrial journal . The pulpit was
next supplied for about a year by the
Rev. John A. Lansing (Union College
class of 1842.) A longer than usual
pastorate now comes, that of Rev
Francis Stoddard Haines, nearly
eight years, during which he added
two hundred and sixty-one members
to the church roll. The next pastor
was the Rev. Mark Austin Denman
(1891-1897,) to be followed by the
Rev. Joseph D. Peters (1897-1910)
who passed away a few years ago at
Hempstead, L. I. Rev. George Davis
came in 1911, spent three years here
and died suddenly while pastor. Dur
ing his pastorate the parsonage was
erected. Rev. Victor J. Blekkin
was called to the pastorate in Octo
ber, 1914 and remained here until
1922, since which time he has served
the Cohoes Reformed church. The
Rev. Edward R. James began the
longest pastorate in 1922 and served
until August, 1941. Since then the
Rev. Christian H. Walvoord has fill
ed the pulpit.

CONCLUDED
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RICHARD D. VAN KLLLK

~orn, 1800 (?). a .B. (Union, 1822), Licensed by Classis of New runswic
Raritan, 1826-31. Te ching at Basking Ridge Academy, 1831-34. Canajoh- rie,
1834-35. oerne, 1st, and Beaverdajn, 1835-43. Teaching at .Lrasmus Hall, Flat-
bush, L,, 1., 1843-60, and at Grammar School, Jersey City, 1860-70. D.D. Aied
1878.P

From: Rew Brunswick theological Seminjy Catalogue
1784-1911 p. 82



R. D. VAN KLEEK 1822

Erasmus Hall Academy, Flatbush, L. I1#- Rpv* R. D. Van Kleek, Principal.
The next session will begin Monday, Nov. 6. Terms, $50 per quarter for
board and tuition in English and Classical branches# Circulars may be had at
No. 3 Front St., Brooklyn, or No. 103 Fulton St., New York.

From* A clipping from the New York Daily Times in Prof. Pearson®s Scrap
Book. Dated Oct. 24, 1854.



Van Kleek. Ricliar4_£). U.C._1822, N.B.S. 1825, 1 Cl. N.B. 1825 ; Rari-
tanTI1826-31,~Teaching aTBaskingTlidge Academy, 1831-34, Canajoliarie,
1734-5, Berne, 1st, and Beaverdam, 1835-43, Teaching at Erasmus Hall,
Flatbush, L.I., 1843-GO, at Grammar School, Jersey City, 1860-70, d.

/rSLy *Richard D. Van Kleek, ar/.p Jersey City, N. J.
C?27729. Born. 1S00(?). _AB. (Union, 1822_/). N. B. Sem, 1825. Clergy-
a man. 1 C. A° Teaoher. Died, 1870.

Reverend Richard E. Van Kleek of the class gp?
of 1822 at Union graduated here in 1825. | think he v
was “Born in 1800 but | wish to make sure of the d a t e -~
with month and day and also to know the place of his

birth. He died in 1870. Can you tell nme the place Jjusj
of his death and the month and day? | wish to know 7/ *s&wr-

what College gave him the degree of D.D. with the
year£. "

Rev. ICHARD D. VAN KLEEK, A.wi., 1822, of Chilicothe, Ohio, was a member d the
Philomathean Society. (Died: 1670)

Philomathean Catalogue 1830

Registration book says he entered from Poughkeepsie. In May and
Sept. 1819, in sophomore class and was graduated in July 1822.
His father®s name was Lawrence 1. Van Kleek.

\XC~La { Void Klock-00O0OG



CLABL OF 1822
RICHARD D. VAN KLSSK

u.c. 1322, N.B.S. 25, 1. CIl. N.B.; Raritan, 25-31, Teaching at
Basking Ridge Academy, 31-4, Canajoharie, 34-5, Berne, 1st, and
Beaverdam, 35-43, Teaching at Erasmus Hall, Flatbush, L. 1., 43-60,
at Grammar School, Jersey City, 60-70, d.

Manual of the Reformed Church iIn America p, 333
Corwin
1628-1902
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SENATORS

Frank Aydelotte
Edward A. Birge
Oliver C. Carmichael
George H. Chase
John Kirkland Clark
Lincoln Filene

Roy C. Flickinger
Guy Stanton Ford
Christian Gauss
Frank P. Graves
William T. Hastings
Wirl D. Howe

T heodore H. Jack

Mary E Woolley

THE $BK FOUNDATION

John Kirkland Clark, Chairman
W illiam Allison Shimer, Secretary
George Dana Graves, Treasurer
Albert B. Tabor, Jr., Assistant Secretary-Treasurer

PHI BETA KAPPA

Dorothy Kenyon
THE UNITED CHAPTERS

Charles B. Lipman
James R. McCain
Marjorie Nicolson
Frederick M. Padelford
Roscoe Pound
David A. Robertson
Albert Shaw
Miller D. Steever
John J. Tigert
Oscar M. V oorhees
Raymond W alters
Goodrich C. W hite

THE KEY

THE AMERICAN

OFFICERS

Marjorie Hope Nicolson, President
and Consulting Editor
John Kirkland Clark, Vice-President

William Allison Shimer, Secretary and Editor

George Dana Graves, Treasurer
Albert B. Tabor, Jr., Assistant Secretary-Treasurer
Dorothy E. Blair, Assistant to the Secretary

Oscar M. V oorhees, Historian

REPORTER

Dorothy E. Blair, Assistant Editor

SCHOLAR

Ruth E. Campbell, Associate Editor

John Bakeless
Crane Brinton
Harry W. Chase
I rwin Edman
John Erskine
Christian Gauss

uffice of the Historian,
44 Sicard Street,
Hew QrunswicK, U. J.
llovember 21,lb<*i

alumni Secretary,
Union College, i;. Y.
Dear nr, Secretary*

Wirl D. Howe

Alvin Johnson
Burton E. Livingston
William A. Neilson
Mary K. Simkhovitch
I rita Van Doren

i write to request a copy of the record

of Richard Van Xllek of the class of 1822.

notice it is said that he was b. at Glens Palla, and bap-
tised in the Church of the Messiah there-

that church were destroyed in a fire, and hence are not

In an obituary

The records of

available. |If your records give the names of his parents,
and other information i shall be pleased to know what they
reveal.

as is well
church Seminary here, and became a minister,
ucator of some note.
hence our interest.

Cordially yours,

and
He was Lire. Voorhees* grandfather;

Oscar h* Voorhees
ji 3 K Historian.

IXC

known he studied at the Reformed
later an ed-
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December 5, 1941

| P .
<IS ;
LA\

Ity dear Mr. Voorhees:

AT W\

la re* your inquiry concerning Richard D. Vfa Kleek

He entered Obion College fror/n Pbughkeepsie, In May, 18109;
re-entered in Sept, 1819 (in sophomore clast), and was
graduated in July, 1822* with the degree of Bachelor of Arte.
Apparently, hie father's name was Lawrence |I. Tan Kleek, but
no date of birth is given. \ \

However, a book called "Sight Memorial Sermons™ by Abraham
Messler(Uhion 1621) says that on hi# tombstone in Bayside
Cemetery, at CocMuaipav. is inscribed* *To the memory of Rev.
Richard D. Van Kleck, born October 30th, 1804, and died

May 27th, 1670."

The Hew Brunswick Theological Seminary Catalogue says "Bora, 1800(?)"

As you probably know, he was licensed by the classls of Hew
Brunswick in 1325 , end was pastor at Somerville, H.J; Canajoharie,
Berne, and 3eaverdam, 11,7. Besides, he tmight at Basking Ridge
Academy, Erasmus Hall, and Grammar School,Jersey City; and died

in 1370.

Can you tell us whether he the degree of D. D,, and if so, where

it was given? Also, we should like to know the names of his wife
and children, and the date of hie marriage. These personal matters
rre lacking from our records. \

Sincerely yours.

Secretary to Mr. Waldron

Mr. Osoar M. Voorhees
Phi Beta Kappa, 44 Slcard St.
Hew Brunswick, H.J.

UC*>Uxi I?20.vonK kek- _
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1822

RICHARD D. VAN KLECK

From October, 1821, until January, 1826, more
than four years, the church remained vacant. On
the 25th of that month, the candidate, Richard D.
Van Kleck, was conducted from New-Brunswick by two
of the elders, and welcomed to Somerville, after

having accepted the call. He continued to serve
the church after his ordination, until the 5th day
of August, 1831, when, on account of ill-health,

he resigned his charge.

He was a native of Poughkeepsie; graduated at
Union College with honor in the class of 1822. In
the autumn of the same year, having been a convert
in the revival in the college in the winter of 1819
and 1820, he entered the Theological Seminary at
New-Brunswick, and was licensed by the chassis of
New-Brunswick in May, 1825. It was probably not
wise in the congregation to call a young man, nor
prudent in him to accept their call. The duties
of so large a charge proved to be so exhausting,
that his health soon began to suffer; and, not too
soon to save a little remaining strength, he laid
down the onerous burden. He had, and left behind
him, many warm friends; but none of them could say
that he had not done wisely. He went to Basking
Ridge and taught the academy, left vacant by the
removal of Dr. Brownlee to a professorship in Rutgers
College. In 1834, he assumed the pastorship of the
church at Canajoharie, in the valley of the Mohawk.
The next year he served the churches of Berne and
Beaverdam, in the county of Albany. In 1843, he
became principal of Erasmus Hall Academy, in the
village of Flatbush, Long Island. In 1860, he went
to Jersey City and taught a private classical school,
and closed his life there May 27th, 1870.

Mr. Van Kleck was an accurate classical scholar,
a man of literary culture, a good preacher, a gentleman;
and in social life, genial,'confiding and agreeable. He
had made made many friends, and died generally lamented.
He married, soon after his settlement at Somerville,
Sarah Johanna Mellison, of New-Brunswick. One of their
daughters became the wife of Rev. Mr. MacNair. The
widow resides in Jersey City. His remains were interred
in Bayside Cemetery, at Communipaw, Bergen County, and
on his tomb is inscribed: ”"To the memory of Rev. Richard
D. Van Kleck, born October 30th,1804, and died May 27th,
1870. Blessed are the dead which died in the Lord. Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may reat from their labors,
and their works do follow them.”

Eight Memorial Sermons (Ftbfty Years at Raritan) p.203

Abraham Messier. Union 1821.
New York 18v$.
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