OUR CIVILIZATION.

our industrial age is the result of two events in the
world's history: the declaration of the righis of man by the
great French Revolution, and the invention of the steam engine.

The formeyr eetablished the underlying principles: personal
liberty and equality of oprortunity. Bul these became possible
only by the invention of thc gteam engine. It was the ergine
which freed man from the slavery of continuous mannal_labol
to produce the bare necessities of life.

Thue man gradunted from the machine doing the work of the
world, to the machine t ender directing the work of the engine.

Before this, education was rather a disadventage by making
the masces dissatiefied with their lot. The greater knowledpe an@
higher intelligence required by the machine tender, made some
education necessary, and systecs of ¢ ducation of the masses had
to be developed all over the world.

Thus indirectly, the steam engine also freed man from the
glavery of ignorance and supe rsiition. '

Phen followed the grest industrdal developmeni led by sieam
engine and steamship, locomotive and finally electric power.

Wit h the former limited means of trensportation, in all his
necessities of 111« man depended on his immediate nurronnding-.‘
A few inches nunuict rain meant crop failure and possibly star-

wation. No great civilization was possible under such conditions.
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The development of railrosds and traneportaiion systems
made man independent of his surroundings by making available
for his necessities of 1ife everything produvced anywhere in the
world, and so secured hie safety againet famine and starvation.

But hesides materials, the second essential of civilizaticn
ie energy, or power, that is, the thing which pushes and moves,
which lighte and he ate, which turns the wheels of industiry ahd
gshapes the materials fof the uee of man.

Our present generatii on sees the development of the trans-
miseion, dietribution and supply of the world's energy require-
mente, by the electrical engineer, int he transmiecion dines,
which rapidly cover the couniry with a network similar to that
of the railways: the one taking care of the distribution and supply
at energy, the other of materisle.

,( With theee, all requirements are complete to develop the most

pqrfcct eivilization the world has ever seen, & civilization not

‘ tpr a minority dependi ng on the lsbo of masses of slaves or
/"ﬁorta, but & real civilization, of benefit to all the members of

/!:tho human race.
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