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COESTITUTION ISLARD * /o =¥
ASSOCIATION i

BOX 41 WEST POINT, NEW YORK 10996

April 27, 1974

Registrar
Union College
Schenectady, NY

Dear Sir:-

I am writing to ask whether your admiministrative
office or Library has any records concerning Thomas and Henry
W. Warner who were graduated from Union College in 1808 and
1809 respectively.

Thomas Warner became a minister and from 1828 until
1838 was Chaplain and Professor at the United States Military
Academy at West Point. In 1839 he went to Paris to become
chaplain and tutor in the household of Herman Thorn, a very
wealthy American. We believe he died in Paris about 1848
during a cholera epidemic.

His brother Henry Warner purchased Constitution Is-
land in 1836 and two years later he, his sister Frances and
his daughters Susan and Anna left New York and made their home
in the house on the Island. Susan Warner became well known in
the mid Nineteenth Century as the author of "The Wide, Wide
World" and a number of other books popular at that time. Anna
Warner also wrote, primarlly for children and also co-authored
several books with her sister. In 1908 Anna Warner, then the
last of her family, and Mrs, Russell Sage gave the Island to the
United States Government with the proviso that Anna could con-
tinue to live in the house. The Constitution Island Association
was formed after her death in 1915 to care for the furnishings,
manuscripts and library which were in the house. The house and
the Island are now part of the USMA Reservation but the Associa-
tion owns the family possessions and with the co-operation of
the Military Academy conducts guided tours of the house and part
of the Island during the summer months.

The Association is assembling biographical material
about the family. We have no information about Thomas ¥arner's
activities between his graduation and his appointwent as Chap-
lain at the Military Academy, and we shall be very grateful for
any information which you may be able to supply.

Very truly yours, Robinson

&~ - (‘"L&y((, £
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CLASS OF 1809
HENRY W. WARNER

Born March 9, 1787,

Died February 20, 1875, on Constitution Island,
near West Point, at the residence of his daughter,
Anna B, Warner,

He was a member of the New York bar and author
of "An Inquiry into the Moral and Religious Character
of the American Government." (N. Y. 1853).

He married Anna Bartlett,

Children:

l. Susan Bogart, b, at New York, July 11, 1819
d, at Highland,Falls, N, Y,,
March 17, 1885,
2. Anna Bartlett, b, at New York, 1820;
3. A son, who died in infancy.

Geneaogies & Biographies of

Ancient Wethersfield, Conn. Yols -2  Ppitel
Henry R, Stiles

The Grafton Press

New York

1904,

UCSLafI 20 warner . h . 00




CLASS OF 1809
HENRY WHITING WARNER

Constitution Island continued in the possession of the
Philipse family till November 3, 1836, when it was sold by
samuel Gouverneur and his wife to Henry W. Warner, Esqg., &
lawyer from Long Island for the sum of $4,800, Upon this
TIsland Mr, Warner made his home, commencing improvements
on an extensive seale, and erecting a beautiful country
seat, which he named "Wood Crag." Constitution Island
has been famous in modern times as the residence of the
well known suthoresses, Susan B, and Anna M, Warner,
daughters of its former owner, In 1850 appeared the
celebrated novel "The Wide, Wide World," and its ‘popularity
has been exceeded by few works writtien in America., Over
300,000 copies of this book were sold and 30 editions were
issued in England.

(Constitution Island is separated from the main land by
a wide extent of marsh, It includes about 250 acres of
land or rock. The island was ordered fortified by the
Conténental Congress and the fort called Fort Constitution.
It is opposite West Point,)

History of Putnam County, N. Y. Pe 577
william S, Pelletreau

W. W. Preston & Co.

Philadelphia 1886,

Henry W, Warner married Anna Marsh Bartlett.

He was a lawyer, who wrote on the ®}iberties of America”
and "An Inquiry into the Moral and Religious Character of
the American Government," He died on Constitution Island
in 18%75.

Daughters:

Amne Bartlett Warner (Amy Lathrop), novelist
and poet, was born in New York City in 1820,

susen Warner, novelist, was born in New York
City July 11, 1819; died at Highland Falls,
orange County, N. Y., March 17, 1885,

National Cyeclopaedia Yol. 4 p. 530
Vol. 5 p. 354

e ~ ————‘ 2
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the 1830’s and travel up river
easiest by sailing sloop.
’ nry Warner was charmed by
&Q little isle off the Point,
ght it as a summer home.
Soon Constitution Island was to
become more than this to the
Warner family. In the financial
panic of 1837 Warner lost heavily.
His city home was sold out. The
family migrated fo their little cot-
on the Island. . S A
There the girls’ mother died.
Aunt Fanny, Mr. Warner's sister,
came to live with them and be a
second mother. The little girls left
at home in Brooklyn their silk and
satin dresses, their carriage, their
household servants. The girls grew
older; their poverly grew more
acute.

were the days when
there were few careers for wom-
enfolk. The sisters wanted fo g0

‘as governesses, one of
maxr ways in which a lady

P

-

14
4 8.

"George Palmer Putnam; head of

. the firm, was about to reject it,

too, when his wife chanced on the
manuscript, firmly told her hus-
band, ‘“George, if you never pub-
lish another k, you must make
“The Wide, Wide World’ available
for your fellow men.” “But I
think it will be a financial failure,"
her husband protested. “‘Provi-
dence will take caré of this book,”
Mrs. Putnam prophesied. And she
. was exactly right!

The very week the book ap-
peared, there happened to be a
meeting in the city of Providence,
R.I., of ministers of the Baptist
denomination. A committee was
appointed to prepare a list of
books recommended for Sunday
school teachers. One of the minis-
ters had happened on ‘‘The Wide,

Wide World” and he emphasized
its value. ’ : .
-As a res there came fo New
York from vidence a first or-
der from a Baptist Sunday
ﬁool for fo sets of “The
de, Wide rld.”” Religious

reviewers pricked up their ears.

e /'{_.; >
By Mary E. Cunningham
(8 4/ 2

The carcer of the book was
launched. p
. Few books ever issued in Amer-

2 were more popular, Its ulti-
success was phenomenal.
Jundreds of thousands of copies
ere sold in America alone. “The
"Wide, Wide World” went through

hi editions in England, was
translated into all tongues. Its pop-
ularity lasted a half century or
Susan, Warner was off on her
saréer as an authoress. Sister
"Anna tried her hand at writing,
too, and a long series of books
followed. Seventy titles in all is-
sued from the cottage on Constitu-
tion Island.

The West Point cadets, looking
down from their rocky crag, took
note of their neighbors on the tiny
isle and their neighbors began to
take note of the cadets. An intense-
ly religious woman, Susan initiated
a custom of Bible classes for ca-
dets alone.

After Susan’s death in 1885
Anna carried on the Bible class-
¢s alone until her own death at

advanced age in 1915. A ca-
reer in the Army scems to run
in some families and many a
West Pointer attended the Warn-
er sisters’ Bible class whose fa-
ther before him had learned his
Bible from the Warner girls.

But it was not the West Point
cadets. alone whose thoughts the
Warner sisters turned to higher
paths. One hymn written by Anna
Warner has been sung by nearly
everyone of us, is in every hym-
nal. This is the sturdy song,
“Jesus Loves Me - This I Know."”

e
3\
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1809 HENRY WHITING WARNER :

DIED:-In Detroit, at the residence of her brother,
Dr. J.L.Whiting, on the loth u.lt., Mrs. Eliza Ce.
Warner, relict of the late Henry Warner, and
daughter of John Whiting, Canaan, N.Y., aged 32.

Albany Argus

Sept. 6, 1831. ?roh‘u\ hoy pais 7

-

ucsLafiBOd warner.n 00017




1! ;
: W
dau;
i1

utio
W










1809

Henry Whiting Warner

From: Hudson River Bluestockings--The Warner Sisters
of Constitution Island

By: Grace Overmyer
New York History, April, 1959

"Henry Warner died in 1875. It would be easy to put
this man down as a failure, who let his daughters carry
the burden, but to his daughters he was simply the victim
of very bad luck. Certainly he had been a successful lawyer
and had maintained a prosperous establishment for some
years. After giving up his home and office in the city,
he continued to practice in the State and City courts, but
eventually retired to the Island. Country-bred,he was able
to adjust to the life there, and to milk cows himself when,
as often happened, there was no man for chores around the
place. Always a scholar, 'his life-long delight was in
Greek,' his daughter Anna recalled. In his junior year at
Union College he had been put in charge of the Greek Class;
and in after years, 'look in his coat pockeqthen he was going
by steam boat or train, and you would commonly find some
1ittle old Greek vohume for light reading on the way.' As
a young man he had published a Discourse on Legal Science
(New York,1833) and bther learned papers; and twenty years
later, while his daughters were achieving literary fame, he
brought out his book Liberties of America (New York, 1853),
a lenghty treatise, meticulously planned and written, on the
privileges and responsibilities of citizens in a free govern-
ment, pp. 151-152

mjood Crag," the home of the Warners where the sisters

wrote their books, still stands near the shore, in what might
be called the south east corner of the Island, not far from
the military ruins. Henry Whiting Warner, a prosperous Bew
York awyewmkity lawyer, bought Constitution Island in 1836,

at the suggestion of his brother, the Reverend Thomas Warner,
then the West Point chaplain.--====--- By inheritance it (the
Island) had become the property of Mary (Philipse) Gouverneur,
wife of Samuel Gouverneur, from whom Mr.'Warner bought it.

p. 139

"Together with the Island, Henry “arner had purchased a
parcel of land on the mainland to the east, separated from
the Island by: a narrow channel, which even to-day looks
more like a swamp than river. His effort to fill in a part
of this was violently contested, as was also his move to sell

off some of the }and, since he had thought he was dealing
with friends, his daughter Anna later related stated, part of
thepgreement had been oral; and the only witness, his brother
Thomas, having severed his connection with West Point, had
gone to Paris, where he died soon died. Henry Warner,"prac-
tical lawyer that he was, anda firm believer in the total
depravity of mankind," found himself in a legal trap, Then
followed years of litigation. pp. 143=144

ucsLaf 809 warmner . h_oooZ|




. 1809 Henry Whiting Warner N.Y.History cont.

At length to save the very roofs over their heads, they
were obliged to part with their most valuable possessions
at public sale.

Constitution Island and the Warner home are now cherished
by the Constitution Island Association, first called the
Martlaer's Rock Association, organized a year after Anna's
death. She died in Highland Falls, January 22, %815.

Poid

From: The Warner Sisters and the Literary Associations
of the Hudson River Valley
An address by Major George Haven Putnam
Sept. 23, 1922 at Annual Meeting

In 1835, Warner was t empted to make the purchase of
Constitution Island. It was his belieffi, thaot the Island
could be cleared and made suitable for residence and that
he should in the near future secure a large profit from
the investment. This possibility was, of necessity, delayed
by the panic, and at no time thereafter did Henry Warner have
the moneyrequired to develop his island, or even to make the
proper advertising of its possibilities.

. The city home was finally given up and the family migrated
to the pretty little cottage on Constitution Island. In the
winter, however, it was necessary to have guarters at or near
West Point.

From: Constitution Island:Written for the Historical Society
of Newburgh Bay and the Highlands of Newburgh, Orange
County, N. Y. by Stuyvesant Fish.

Constitution Island continued in the possession of the
Philipse family until November, 8, 1836, when it was sold
by Samuel Gouverneur and wife to Henry W. Warner, Esq., a
lawyer from Long Island. Upon this land Mr. Warner made his
home , commencing improvements on an extensive scale, and
erecting a beautiful country seat, which he named 'Wood Crag.'
Constitution Island has been famous in modern times as the
residence of the well-known authoresses, Susan B, and Anna B.
Warner, daughters of the former owner.

Anna B. gave the Island as a gift as a part of the West
Point Reservation.

The Martelaer's Rock Association was formed for the pre-
servation of the Warner house and places of historic interest
on Constiatution Island opposite West Point, New York. Anna
made no will and her worldly goods went to her half-brother,
a restaurant keeper in Cape *ay, who died a few months later

. The sisters were Susan Bogart Warner and Anna Bartlett Warner
Anna was the author of "Jesus Loves Mr, This I know."

(over)
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The Martelaer's Rock Association was organized a year
after Anna's death, it is now the Constitution Island

Association.

UCSLOFIBOT marner. b, 0028
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1809 Henry Whiting Warner

Poem by Anna B. Warner

Supposed to be the last she wrote

It seems so strange to think of days

When I shall not be here;

When the winds shall blow, and the waters flow
And I am not even near.

When my roses bloom for other eyes;

And my birds sing not for me;

When the shadows fall from the cedars tall
And I am not here to see.

Oh, Wreniken, dear little friend!

Make hay while it shines, my sweet!

Come down from the back of the old settee
On your dainty little feet.

Come turn your pretty head about,

And sing. and sing and sing;

There'll be many changes, dear Wrenikin,
When I have taken wing.

They'll tear away the corner gourd
And the old box over the door;

And the little old green watering pot
Will be your nest no more.

Printed in the Martelaer's Rock Association
Year Book, 1920~1923 P. 41

ucsLaF Ig0awarner, h. o4
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