INTAREATIONAL LAY AND 20 WaR.

International law is now being rewritten by the
war, in a manner very different from what the advocates of
universal pesce, of arbitration treaties and Hague con-
ferences dreamt, though in a very eimple manner, In-
stead of the complex mase of rules about aiv:liiud and un-
civilized warfare, about contraband and private rights, all
that remains is:

"Paragraph 1: There is no law between belligerents.

Paragraph 2: Neutrale have no rights which the

belligerents need to consider,

Paragraph 2: HNeutrals are gracicusly permitted to
relieve their feelings by writink diplomatic notes of protest,
and possibly, if it should be fousd convenient, some minor
eumé may after the end of the war be paid to some of the
neutrals in compensation for slleged damaged claims."”

However much we all may hope that law may once
boooﬁc a part of human nature, a moral issue veoluntarily
obeyed, it is not so today, nor ever has been, but since the
days when Rome wrote the nationsl and international lawe to
suit her interests, law existed only as far as theres was a
power ready and strong enough to enforce it. 8o today in
Mexioco law has ceased, ®ince there 18 no police power to



enferce it. S0 "interpational law" im non existent
today, with all the great military nations st mar, while it
was sorupulously obeerved in the Turkish-Italian war, in
the Balkan war, by the emall nations - not at all as
elvilized &s England or Germany - but at that time big
nations were watching, to take advantage of any breach

of law, to fall upon the offender, and now there is nobody
left to enforce what had been called internationsl law,
#ince all the world knows that the United States, the only
great neutral nation, would not do anything which would hurt
business still more than it has been h1§7§;e:§z war.

After all, no nation has ever psid atteantion to
lew and treaties, when against its interests, aqg}goulﬁ
safely violate them: ZEngland, the offander of Belgian
neutrality, has @ record, from the destruction of the Danigh
Fleet in 1807, the protecterate over the sultanate of
Saravak in Duteh Borneo, and the taking of Labuan as naval
staetion, the bombardment and firing of defenseless Alexand¢ria,
not to speak of the Indisn mutiny and the Boer war. Gemmany
and Anntria-ﬁnnsary have nothing to boast in rightecusness
in the appropriation of Bosnia, in Bismark's foreing Switzerland
to expel the Uerman soocialists in 1888, and the incidents
leading up to this, America’s record aleo is very far
from elear, from the violation of the Chinese treaty dy the

Chinese exelusion act, to the offer of 10 million dollars

to the Panamonisns, for starting s revolution and giving us
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the I’m& Canal.

A code of intarnntionni law, as we believed it to
exiet, can never again be restored, for whatever agreements
and promises may be made, today's history oan not be undone,
and nobody can ever again place confidence in internationel
law, knowing that every nation, whatever protestations of
morality and eivilization it nay nake, disragardé it in
furthering its interests, whenever it can safsly do so.

Thue the only hope for universal peace and comity
between ths nations lies in either of two developments,
ae I pointed out over s year ago: 4f one group of nations,
closely allied racially amd by mutual interest, would under-
take to enforce peace and arbitration, The only power
eapable to do so, would be an alliance of the pations of the
German race: America, England'ana Germany, and with the war
betweon England and Germany, this possidility ie gone, and
the German race prodbably threatened with the loas of the
leadership in eivilization. The other poseibility of
perpetual pence is the government of the world by inter-
‘nutional eapitslism, or by international sccialiem, and
between tho latter two poseibilities thus lies the issue of
restoring and maintaining permanent pesce and good will between
the nations of the world, beeed on identity of intercst:
either as slaves of international capitaliem, or us owners of
the world under socialism.

Cherles P, 8teinmets.
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