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Jogeph D. Husbands, A. M., the oldest living alumnus of Union, died at
Rochester on April 2. He was born in Barbadoes, West Indies on August 13,
1809 . his father being at that time the represewuat"ve of the British crown
theré. His father came to the United States in 1810 and settled in Hartwick
0tsego County, near Cooperstown. The son, Joseph DFttin Husbands, first attended
school at Hartwick Seminary in 1816, and 1n 1824 entered Union, graduating in
the class of 1828, and up to the t‘re of his death was the oldest college
graduate in the Unlted States, according to college records. In 1840, Mr. Hubbands
went to Rochester, where he became a prominent member of the bar, and in 1867
he was appointed registrar in bankruptcy. Shortly before this He had been
appointed United States Commissioner for the Northern New York district. In 18356
he left the practice of law and became Secretary for the National Temperance
Union, traveling and speaking through many states in behalf of temperance. The
oldest living alumnus of Union at present is Horace O, Moss of New Berlin, N.Y.

C. April 1900 JOSEPH D. HUSBANDS, 28,

was born in Barbadoes, West Indies, August 13, 1809, where his father
was Secretary of the British Government. The family soon afterwards
settling in Hartwick, N. Y., young Husbands at length entered college.
He was a Philomathean. He began law practice in Cooperstown, N. Y.,
in ’81, and in Vernon, N. Y. In 1840 he moved to Rochester, N. Y., and
became member of a very prominent firm ;: was appointed Examiner in
Chancery 1844-48 ; then removed (for reason of health) to Buffalo, N. Y.,
where the large practice he secured was again interrupted by ill health.
He then took the Assistant Secretaryship of the Nathional Temperance
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Union, addressing effectively on Temperance and Slavery almost every
village in Western New York. In °56 he resumed law practice at
Palmyra, N. Y., and in ’58 returned to Rochester. He was made
Registrar in Bankruptey, U. S. Commissioner of Northern New York and
Master and Examiner in Chancery and was appointed referee in many
important cases. He was a Republican and a member of the Preshyterian
Church. The Bar of Monroe County recognized by resolution his high
professional ability and integrity. He died at Rochester, April 2, 1900, of
pneumonia ; leaving five daughters and two sons.
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HUSBANDS, JOSEPH DOTTIN

Graduated from Union College 1828 with an A.B. degree

The following information regarding Joseph Dottin Husbands was taken from
Union College Student Records, First Term 1827-1828 to Second Term 1828-1829,

in which he is listed as No. 44:

Acedemic Year 1827-1828- Senior Year

First Term Second Term Third Term
Ending December Ending April Ending July

Examination Examination Examination

Attendance 100% L%

Conduct 100 100

Blair 70

Trigonometry 80

Natural History 70

Naturel Philosophy 70

Chemistry 80

Elements of Criticism 70
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593 Park Avenue
Rochester, New York
July 11, 1963

Union College

Alumni Records

Wells House
Schenectady, New York

Gentlemen:

In 1948, through the kind offices of Dr, Harold Larrabee, I
donated to the alumni records of Union College an address
entitled "The Moral Sense" which was written by my great
grandfather, Joseph Dottin Husbands, who was a member of
the class of 1828, At that time Dr., Larrabee advised me
that this address had been placed in Mr. Husbands' folder
in the alumni records,

I understand that you are interested in having data concern-
ing your alumni and therefore I am now enclosing a memoran-
dum in Mr. Husbands' handwriting, written in 1889 when he
was 80 years of age, giving data concerning his marriage in
1833 to Frances Buckingham of Exeter, New York and also a
lList of the names and dates of birth of his nine children.
The second daughter, Catharine Henrietta, was my grandmother.

It might be of interest to you to know that this document
was used at one time as legal proof of age of Mary Elizabeth
Husbands when she was over 90 years old in the 1930s as of
course there were no public documents available,

It seems to me the fitting place for this memorandum to stay
from now on is in the alumni records of Union College,

Yours very truly,

o
e My

(Miss) Patricia Dodge

i~ 0ned

o

UCSLat1828husband s
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UNION 1828
The College has received from Mrs. Patricia Dodge
L}Ai of Rochester, great-granddaughter of JosEPH DOTTIN
iqé HusBANDS, a manuscript of an address, “The Moral
Sense,” which was read before the Senmior Class at
Union College in 1828.
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JOSEPH D. HUSBANDS, Jun., of 1828, of Hartwick, N.Y.,was a memberof the Philomathea
Society. o v e
Philomathean Catalogue 1830
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345 Lake Avenue
Rochester 6, New York
March 23, 1948

pr. Harold A. Larrabee

Cheirman, Division of Social Studies
Union College ;
Schenectady 8, New York

My dear Dr. Larrebee:

I have Jjust received from Mrs. Ruth Moulton, mother of
Philip Stanley, your letter of February 16th regarding
the address before the Senior Class of 1828. I give
you & few further details which may be of interest.

Joseph Dottin Husbands was my great-grandfather. He
married Frances Buckinghem of Exeter, New York, in 1833,
They had eight children, the second eldest of whom was
Katharine Husbands, She married Loudon Underhill Dodge
of Buffalo and was my father's mother. My father,

Joseph Hampton Dodge, was named for his two grandfathers-
Joseph Dottin Husbands and Hampton Dodge. He died in
1946 at the age of 82 and I am his only child., I give
you these femily details so you will understand who I am
and where I come into the picture.

I never saw Joseph Dottin Husbands &s he died nine years
before I was born, but I have always heard about "Grandps
Husbands" end he has always been very real to me.

All of his five davghters lived to be over 70. The eldest
daughter and my grandmother died when I was & baby, but I
knew my three other great-aunts well. From the youngest
daughter, Mrs. Jennie Husbands Lee, I acquired many old
papers and letters and among them was the address. The
sisters are all gone now. The family seems to run to
longevity - Mary Elizabeth Husbeznds died in 1942 the dey
before her 98th birthday.

If you will be good enough to merk the original address
as a gift from Mr. Husbands' great-granddaughter I would
appreciate it very much. I am very happy to have it re-
turned to the college where it surely belongs.

Very sincerely yours,
Ll /szfb
!___d%ﬂ'
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Schenectady 8, New York
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This address by JOSEPH DOTTIN
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