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Ly wnom L MM mterviawer: .uclile rom

LW AT AV T

T P R for the recorder,
AV, Yean, nane, the rasan ig Gawt oxln san,
e te BATRXED. ..
J,5, Terko, Bérko, in Hossian "eell™ is "eriio', ., lzn leriko Lan, that was on

the Mussian passiont

Lo delly n,at do you aean, vour officiszl nane? Is that your given nane,
vour real pame? Vhy do they call wou Jov?

i, Well, wnen I ecane $0 Amevrica, ther, a difTerent story, a long stozy.' Jo,
vinen T had to resister, so,‘to zut my, a ¢ifferent nane, 35:1...,never write,
never write a nane, Sam,.

L,2, uny?

DK, dell, I'1l tell vou why, I, I came hexe on, on’,, I s &

stowaway,

u,3, You came as a stowaway?
DK, As a stowaway.

L.3. &hh,

D, K. That was in 1925. Then later....uh, all the, setowaways werse legalized,
L,3, Right, right. _

D,%. I'm a citizen, now., 3Sut hefore they legalﬁzed, a few years, =0 I nad 1o
change my nane because the police were looking for me, you know,

L.7., Under® ® \"f'jl

-D.K. The company, the company, the shin»'s company, uh,’dingle Sk Company,
iuh,t  “Hi Kol S L the company. 30 they recorded. in, uh, the pollce

department, they should look for me, a nan,.,on their ship, So I was afraid
to go by mysm, my real name, there, so I changed my name., And since then, the
name ls changed, the name's changed,

L.B3. 2ut you're not really, oh, you mean that on your...

D.K. Officially...the passvort, it's not.,.

L., Officially it's 3am,..

DK, .not my name, ..

LB, Sam,.. .

2,¥, Sam is not my name, because my Tatner is 3am, and nine son is Sam, and
I'm 3am,

L.3, And that's not very Jewish, is 1t7

.i.  Sam, ny father is, uh, un,..ny grandfather was Shmuel,

L.3. Yeah, '

DX, Una ny father is Shruel,

o, B, Right,

B. Rignt,

D.x., Und I am, uh, dhrwel, SBan,,.

L2, Yeah,

B,K, 3am, and my son is Shmuel, San, 3am, 4 generations, same nane,
L.3, But according to Jewlsh tradition, you're not supposed to nanme,.,
B,E, 1o, no such a thing, that is just, uh, a superstition,

L.3, A suverstition,

DX, Yeah...

.3, Oh, G,X.,,but you didn’t pay any attention to the suverstition,

DK, lo,

L.3, ©Ch, G, ¥ow tell,,,us, uh, what venr vou were born, Ilease,

DK, Uh, according to the passport, I was born in 1593,

L.B, Is that correct? ' '
D.¥. Really I was born in 1395, but in the passport it has 1893,!it @ Eerfiin
e reason, to legalize myself, that, to move it a couple years. So, in the

vassport I'sm in July...8, 1893.7
L.B. 2ut veally youffre 2 years vounger,
DK, Two years younger, and not in July, I was born in larch.
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AL wischt, so, 1795,

It is 00, 80 years old,

30 youre S0in; to be J0 ryeaps o1l

20 wears, yesh.

T see, And noiv, tell us, un, the same of the town frat you were horn in,
L OTOSEOVA., '
soroszova, and that's in lnite luvsaiz,

Wnhlite iussia,

And, uh, it was rart of Izarist Zussia.

It was part, res,

mizht? _

Uh, uh, yves,; now it's Russia, too.

low it's the Soviet Union,

Soviet Union,

Right,

Yes,

0K, dow,,.

Al)l »ight, I'm going to stop this for a minute, (Tape off). Kow, we'll

start,,.,,ow, in your town, of roroszova,..how many people lived there?

D.K,

Uh, this town was,...550 families, 300 gentiles, 300..,.gentile families,

mostly Catholics, and a, about 150, 155 Jewish families.
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That's very unusual,

Yeah, A third Jewish families,

S0, you had 300 Roman Catholigs.,.and 200 Jewigh fanilies?
Iio, 150, '

150,

Yeah, .

Yere these, ubh, gentiles, were they mostly Folish?

Uh, Catholics were mostly Polish, '

They were mostly Folizh,

Yes,

Did you have any other, uh,.,

%" had a few, uh, uh, Russian, you know, Orthodox, Russian Orthodox,”

let's see, the nostmaster, uh, thel (ridedw i volicemen,
Oh.,
The volicemen, and, uh...Jjust the, um, unb.,.,
Officials,

Ufficials, officials were Russians,

Yeah, yeah, yeah,

Otherwise were :olish,

Was roroszova later given into...

Te troland, '

It was given to Poland?

Giden to ioland,,.between the First World ¥ar,..

Yeah,

In the Second, uh, World ¥War, it was Loland.

But, before the Flrst ‘world Var, it was rart of Russia,

Yart of Russia, and now it's a part of Russia, :
It's no, well, is, is it part of ioland, which has been taken over by #

sla, or was it given back to Russia?

After the First World iar...

After the..,.

«.Russia took it away, from roland.

After the Second Vorld War,

After the H3econd, yeah,...,.in the 3econd orld ¥ar...
Yean, :

Right after the Yar started, with Foland,

Yezh, yeah.
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B2, Bo they took 1t oway, this cart, wod they wover gave
w0 lolan!,
o Fnat's the nearcst big city?

S0 The uearest city ds Yolkovisik ut, the
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Coounty, ... of c0oTosZOvVR, ..

Lo2e L dontt see 1t on v man, dow Tar are you Tron slalyston
J.x. From 'ialijOk is 12 mide, RDussien nilesz,

L.3, 8o that's not too, un, T see where you 2w, ,1, S0, you vwere uretty close
10 Falvstol, then?
D.X., Yes,

L.3, All right. th, actually, you come from pretity much the same district as
i, Bachrach, then, '

D.K, ot far waway.

L.2, Hot, not exactly, but within ihe asame...

DX, HNo, no, yeah, about 12, 15 miles auway,

L.B. Right.

pmerican mile.,.ls a wreet, is a mile and a half, And a Russian mile is
ty there's about 10 Anerican miles...

()1{1.

...in a Russian mile, You never kneuw that?

L3, o, 8o, your, the population in your town was very lopsided, as far as
the Jews were concerned, It was not a shietl, then?

D.K, HNo, 1t was not so gunus§il.,.uh,...it was about a third Jews there.

L.5. Yeah, but it was not a self-enclosged shtetl, was it? It was a, a, one
tovn, with all these veople, mixed, Is that right?

D.K, That's rignht, :

L,B, Did the Je¥s live in one part of the town?

D.K., The Jews lived ian the center of the town, and they were all the business
reople, storekeepers....and, uh, what do you call 1t, ufl, ., theremeszeniki,
you know what rereszeniki?

4,8, Ho,

K. Remeszeniki is, un, a taillor, a shoekeeper,.,
R, The artisans.

K. Huh?
B
K
B

iaqLd

»

D.K. Russianh niles.

L.B. Right. Astsost, wiie

D.XK. Un, no, not a..,

L,B, lot a wrest? el .

D.K. A mile is 7 v*ﬁst(uéth

L.B, Yeah? Al |
DK, A Russian mile is 7 v&osi a aest is a mile and a half American,
Lo * Oﬂa

D Artaals

7

L

D

L

B, Artisans,
, Artisans,
.  Right, A
D.K, Tne Russians call it remeszef§iki....artisans, There, the Jews lived in
the center of the town...
LB, Yeah,.
D.X. The business section, and the..,the gentiles lived, uh, aro®®nd them,
you know,
L.B, #nd what did the gentiles do for a llvlng?

D.X, The gAntiles, they were all farmers

.2, All farmers?

D.K, All farmers, all of them farmers, _

L.3, And how, were there churches there, too?

D.¥, There was one lussian church,,....and a Catholic church.
L.B., One Catholic church,

DK, And one Catholie church,

L,B, im,
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D.K,

Kan Slie 1, rane b oK interviewer: iucille Jrowm

in Tact, weve 7 usslan enurches,

2, hocpuse,,,in, In the little towns around, you imow, in the villzzes..,
tash, yeah,
oavere a lot of Russian

g there, 3o ihey used 0 come, on Sunday, they
to cone to the tserkva, tser

orliva i1s & Fussian caurcn, 1s nawed tserkva,

Yeah.

And a wolish church is nanedXoszol, dee?
Yean.

S0 that's where the 2,,.,varasiavny’ -
Yeah,

Because, on Sunday,...,from the, un, ferom the villages around, used to
Sunday, used to come for services,

Yeah, _

But the, the Catholices, there was a big, uh, uh, church, a koszol,

It was a big church? :

A iz church, '

Were, uwh, were the Russian Orthodox churches small?

They were smaller, yeah, because, uyh, uh,,,

Yeah,

It was only used for Sunday, the Russians.,.

Uh huh,

And the, the, un,,.the Folish were used every day.

Right, for the wasses,

Yeah, they just have.,..300 families in the town.

Yeah,

And, then there used to be Catholics around, too, in the villages.,,.
Right, right,

.. .who used to come to it, That was a biz one,

Yes,

And then, there were, the Russian, the’promeschiki, the'pritzin,,.You know

vhat a promeschiki...

L.B,
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DK,

A TIrONesCh...

Is landowners, big landomnevo, they @call a promeschik in ?uss;an.

Teah,

So they were rich, and they used to give a lot of money for the kosgel,
the, ..

{eah,

«oTor the ¢011sn...0ath011c church,

Zut they weren't Catholic, the promescnlki.

fromegenikl were all Catholics,

They were?

That's right, A1l the promeschiki were in that one,,.bromescnik, uh, are

Russian, all Catholiecs,,.all roles,,.
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S0 they were all Poles,

All Foles,

Ohh, all right,

A1l Folem.

O.}'\.. J.‘]OW- e

3o that, so that's why they have a, a large church, a..,a Catholic &durch,
e one, a Folish koszol, rolish,

[ilja} hun. How what about the s;naaoruos? How many synagogues tere there for

families?

The synagogues, ve have 2,
2 synagogues?
2 synagogues,
What kind?
One kad a cold one,
hitA)
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. ditnout heat, without heatbt, I resn,
Sat's a shul?

ivat was a shul,

L. Heab,

D.i, L the shul we used to doven ohlr on Tun ‘Yovr ¥, Yun OV Was,. .8 Lol

of meovis came, so We, We didn't, vh, conldn't, s ; tie Llanedrish,

50 we used to use hoth of thenr, -ut the hole year, they only uSed the bismedxish,

becalse the bi#smedrish was warn, they hal stoves

L.B, Low, ir, Dachrach said that the Jes, bed¥inesset,,.was the one wnhich they

heated, but the beg...un, besnedrish, uh, wag tue sane as the shul, and theyv

didn't heat that, e ®maid there were 2 Yinds... '

D.n. o, the bismedrish...no, they used to doven every day, and they used to

heat it, And the shul, the befknesset,...no, it was only used on the holidavs.

L, 30 he got, he, he's saying, it's just the reverse of what you re saying
That's right, 2ut I'm right,

{Taughs ),

Yhat do you call 2 bismedrish, what do you call a bismedrish?

It's a house of study, '

Yeah, yeah,

-

z:u:w:u:s:Ujrqid:: B o W=

-
-

Yeah, Chavye
St
v . TDismedrish, you have a warm, you have to have a warnm place,” It's a eha+a feshat,
.B., Right. there,..

' Chevytmishnayas, chevdshuranco, you know what this neans?
You'd hetter explain what this,...is,

\;'i
g

K. Yeah, Cj¢LWL
) 155 L,B, lio, . explain, What's a'ieve wishnayas? : .
é? L . A cheva mishnayas, you know, the, the® y ¥YOou Knoy what-&bt—¢4/
the talmed, . :
. Yes,

The Talmud is divided in 2 paris; first the itdshna...
bdshna, ..
Fishna,
And then the Gomorrah.
iiishna, and then we come, Gomorrah, 1t was a...,.comments on, on the iishna,
Rizht. '
D,K, So, the ones, they, they know hetter, they learn more, they used to
12 learn the Gomorrah,' cheva-Reghat. And the one, they, uh, in the, unh, youth,
it—bsed—to-not take us-soJdonz,,.vou stop early, so we couldn't understand
- Gomorran. ..you only understand lishna, 50 they have a chevernishanayas, and
a cheva,,.shas, thev used to study the Talmud, the Comorrah,
LB, 3o, they're 2 groups, then, 2 st...2 study grouzns?

gl v B e e B e e B
oo o= o

DK, 2 study grouss. There are more than 2 study groups, but thils is the main ones,
L.3, Y_eah. Q“ua.@_m\ Artcty « Fhade fute et b

D,K., There are study groups, you study ach, shurdaok means "the laus"

L,P, Thelshuchan afoch, we call it, veah,

D.K. Shikhan aYoch,

L,B, Yeah,

D.K. Yeah., That was the, the, the elower part...

L,B, Yeah,

D.K, You couldn't understand nishna,..

L.8., Right,

(' D.K. 5ut, according to, to high laas, you know, the, this, you had.,,you gotta
do this way, you gotta do this way, you've ®got to &% put on the tefillen this
way, uh, you goita, ummam.,.to serve kashritlfy.a certain way, becausa they didn't
" know, uyh, you know, the,.,the?l «s.0h, the' you know

"what I mean? You know, they have 3 classes,..theyk have the‘balaba431m, the
,noshra ualabaaﬁlm, the lomdim: And they had the middle ones, they used toieas
i57%a 1ittle bit., Uh, they used to not' it you know what
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L.ﬂ‘ 20y you'rew sonna have to exslain ail this. lLow tnls 1z all hrand new,
haven't hearl this at all,

u.h. 20y WDe s

L., Low the.,.

i1, ally all this will he on the reconl.

Ly diznt,

Do, Hes, :

L3, 3o the firvst group is the nighést?

2.4, The highest group...

L.5. The oalabaéﬁlm

DL, They used to Inow what they dovened, they used to uvnderstand what they

nrayed, they know, un, uh...}+eL,Lw

L.3. Yesh,

DK, And they know Talnud,

L.B. Yeah. .

DK, Taey had, uh, vou know, with tham you could, uh, study Talmud.

L.3B. Yeah.

D,K. Then we had a middle class, a middle class, I mean mlddle class, I don't

mean in, in money...

L.3. You mean, uh.,.you nean in terms of learning,

'K.1'

B. Yeah,

Koo .. know Mishna, and, and, uh...

.3, Torah.

K, The, the, the uh,..the mldde, they dovened...
B. Yes, yes,

K. They,..understocd a very 1itile...

B, Yes,

. .what they say, all 1ittle bit.
Yeah, veah.

. -
. .

-
-

Yeah,
So, for them, uh, you had to it@ach them the words,
And that's whaé the shuhan aruch was for?
That's the shuchan aruch, Y ; i
dJow, I've heard the terns, the’ “r0qtei&£gﬁ and the“grubet(éd‘“
That's right, The prostejeden,they used to, uh, with them they had to
the shukbhan aruch,
Trostejeden didn't know anything?
Ilo,
And, but what ahout the grubejeden? .
‘ine Jjungen, yeah, the grubejungen, we call it,?dﬂ4W?$UF}LWMJ
Vhat's da,,.damaratzin? '
TA'm h'aretz, am h'aoretz means a,..poyrim,..you Rdon't know anything, a
rim, you know, a grubejunge,
On, a grubejung.
Yeah, :
Ch, but that means he, uh, knows absolutely nothing, Hight? '
tlot nothing, they ubsed to, tney knew Hebrew...
He knows ieb,..
Ye used to Bdoven, but he dldn t know what he was saying.
S0, which group is higher? The grub...
Higher is the,..
iroste? o, grube?
lio, no, the, the lonﬂlm, the lomdin,
Lomdim? Ch, the student, that's from Tal.,.from, the student, to study.
The one, the, the studying, the youth.,.
Yeah,

-

o
Q
5

-
-

- =
bmrd
u

+ =

- -
. w

-

t“UL“tD't“H tjif‘tjb'bl—'&dt"bt‘:‘bbt"tjt“ljt*b‘t“Ut"tJ
W mdmRE =

-

o e s quchp:bj;:uf::m<ﬁ =

-

- L] -
- + 2 = =

ol B s B o B A o

-

And then, there,; another group, they know very, very little, almost nothing,
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watdy oy how dLd towe peolle feel towand toe
your toum? Hdé they feel they were..,

.4, Thewe were no lasidin in our towa,

Lo Yeal, § know,..but they Xnew aboul ther,
i, ah, of coursze they knew atout thei
L.30 0 3o, how did they feel avoul then? Did they 00

D, ot dgnorant, but,,.they %"e losrer than rlana: )

.3, lower, all right., (fape off,. 3o, your father chansch;fronm being a Lhusid, .,

BLK,  From heing a chusid, to a misnaglw.

L B, Did he mind ii7

3.K. Ho, he didn't mind it, because he, he was not, was not a fanatic, anvhow,
LA, “f'oa.h

B.X., He was a modern man, because he was in Anerics, He, he didn't like it,

he came back, ' '

L,2, 0Oh, he had been in America?

D.K, He'd been in America, Unh, he left for America when I was 2 years old, I
remember, '

L,B, How, what year is that? That would be 1897,

D.K. Uh, sonm...something like that,

L.8. Right, yeah.

D,X. Then he was 4 years here, and he came back.

L,B

DK

Kobney uere, . twh, Lnorant?

. HWny didn't he like it here?

. He didn't like it, there, I don't know, because,....uh, I'11l tell vou.
Ye went to America because,,,we had a fire in our town, and our house went down, ;
and we had to rebuild it, he had no noney. So he went to America to earn money,.. :
L,B, Rignht,

- DX, ...to pay for the house,
g L.B. Yeah,
D.X, 80 when he paid, he paid off the house, he came back,
L.B. Right...right. A lot of peonle, apvarently, did that; they went to make

money, and then they went ®back, _

D.K. That's right., I say, my father was here abhout 4 years, that's all, ihen

he came back, uh, I was already a litile boy in cheder.

L,B8® Bo, let's go back, now, There were 2 shuls,,.no, there was a besanedrish,,..
D.K. A besalédrish,

L.R. Rieht. Wb abiul Kaile ol b
i’ DK, Und,,.we call it a,‘.}g—ai-e%éi y 2 besakenesset, the kaderssiml,

L.B., Tae ka,.,'the cold shul",
Yeah, the, the ¢old,..
The one that's not warm,

That's risht,

The kgizﬁéy it's cold,

The kﬁiﬁﬂébhul, yes,

Right, And, everyone went to the same,,.things, there was no difference,.
, the rich people didn't go to one place, and the poor peorle to another?

Ho, no, everybody the samne rplace, same shul,

Pecause, you know, in some towns, there were different, uh, shuls..,

Yeah, a shul for shneider, a shul for shilester...

«v.a shul for,.,for shrmeiden, a shul for’halagolis...

Yeah, yeah, what's a balagolis?

A balagolis, it's a taxi®drivers,

Ahhh,

A taxi driver, or a truck driver.

Yeah,

Truck driver, we call a balagelis,

Yeah, But you didn't have this, everybody went to the same town,..

Everybody,,. _

-
-

.
-

-
-

23

-
-

AU RE R RRORExx FE T mNiOR

-
-

-
-

-
-

Uroruoorordpdbegrord



g

.

Dov am  Side 1, mase 9 256 Intervisyer: Lucille Byown

‘o,

LeTe weeluhy same ghul, ow, wrat did the peorle, the Jews, in your town, dof
o make & living,

Dl Uhy they were tusinesspeorle, a lot of then, nost of then were storcres.oés,
and then there were artisans, shneider, shoester, ryou &now, and so forthe,

L, 3, Im o ha,

K. Uiy, hlacksmitns,..,and peddlars,

i, Yean,

D,¥., 1lieddlars, they used to go, uh....they had a, «, a horse and wagon, and
they used to take a little merchandise, and go to vlllages and sell it,

L.B, 4nd what kind of a, what kind of a living did your fathner make? vhat did
he do? :

D.¥, Pirst he had &a store.

L.3, UWhat kind of a store?

DK, - Well, uh, here T would call it a general store,

L.B. Yeah,

D,K. But the general store is that big, I don't think, there, for {3200 merchandise
there, the whole store, And then we used to, um, to buy, uh, skins, by the
butchers, we used to buy the skin from the, um, uh, um, from the calfs, and .
from the, uvh, oxen, you know, by the butcher, And...

L.B. 8o, what did, what did you do with them?

DK, Then we used to sell it, um,..a tamexry, in a different toun,

B, So you were Just a middle-man, in the buying of the skins?

+A. A niddleman, yean, Uh, buying the skin, we bougzht it, and sell it,
B, Yeah, '

K.  We bought it vy the butchers.,.

2. Yeah,

¥

+and sell it, uvh, uh, to, in, to a tannery in a differnt town, in Wokowvisk,
gsone other town, A lot of towns, you know, hadl tanneries,

Yes, yeah, .

He used t0 sell it there,

30 he had 2 businesses?

Yeah,

In a way, huh?

That's right, yeah,

And you,,,lived in a house?

In & house, yeah, _ :

Could @&vou tell me what kind of a house? Yas it wooden, or, was it,...

tmm, it was a €28 brick house.

A brick house,

Yeah,

And how many rooms?

A livingroom,,.and 2 bedrooms, and a kitchen...and a succoh, You know what

-
-
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L.B. Yeah, yeah.

DX, Yeah,

L,B, The succoh was there all year round? )

DK, All year round. We used to open up thetﬁ3n¢§€11 s You know?

L R Yeah .

D.K., That was the succoh, And a little garden, a little one,

L.B, A little garden,

D.K. Yeah,

L.5, And how many children were there in the family?

D.K. & children, 3 boys and 1 girl,

L.,B. And your mother,

D.K., 1y mother and fathdr,

LB, And your mother and father, And then your father.,.who was the youngest?
Here you the yoﬂﬁgest? .

D.K, Mo, I was the second. I bad a sister, older one, and I was..,the older,

ol the boys, I was the older one,..
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in my age, according to my knowledge, when I reached,,,12 years,
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Yam,

fnd. T ohed 2 more Yaothers, vounger Lirothers,
Did you have any schooling?

On weeh,

'-;fellf yhat kind pf schooling, nou? }HL&LkwuLLL

Uh, in town, we nad teachers, wnat do vou call then, the londanm,,,

Yeah,

Ye had a cheder.

Yedir, ‘

So, uh,,.in the toﬁn, I had, I, I went to cheder, til T was 12 vears old,
i bhn,

And. then,,.I dlﬁaﬂ't have a, a teacher who should teach me, because...

Yeah,

S0 I, I went away to a bigger town,

Oh, you did go?

Yeah, I, T went away to a yeuhlva.

Where did you go, which town?

*Radin.

Radifd?

Radin,

Yes,

Hear ¥ilna,

Yes. g e

IwouldOver JLl;.hu yeshiva, they called it Chufetz Chaylm Yeshiva,
ftr,, uh, Bachrach was telling about it, yeah.

Yeah, 3o I was there...for & years...in the yeshiva, Chufets éhav1n.
So you were 1§6.

16, And then I went to another yeshiva, too,

Where?
In Yolkovisk,
Yeah,

And in'aSlonJim, 3 yeshivas, In, I, I was in veshivaz til I was 21 years old.

And then the Second YWorld War broke,..

L.3, @First,

D.K. The Fir,..the Irst World War, the First.

L.B, @PFirst, yeah,

D.¥, The First Yorld iar,,.and,,.we had to run away,

1,2, How wait a minute, 1et me do a little adding, If you were born in 18Q
D.K. Yeah.

L,B., And you were in school,,..til you were 21, oh, that takes you to 19,,,
DLK.Y

L.8. Yeah, but that takes you to 1916, ilow, the dar broke out in 1914,

D,K, The H vy but, uh, the War broke out in 1914, but the, the Germans didn't
occupy our town til 1916, :

L,B, Ah, O0.K, .

DLK, You see, in 1916 the Germans took it away, 1915, f16,

L.B, Yeah, '

D,K, So, I had to ston,

L.B, iow, where were you at this time? first you were in Ra..,uh, ﬁadln. Aight?
Then you were in Wolkovisk?

D.K, Holkovisk,

L.,B. And the thir&%time in Slonin?

D.K, In Slenin,

L.B, All =% right.

D.X, That's all,

L.B. And that's, and that was until 19167

D.¥., Yeah, until it was 1915, by the end of 1915,
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.5, then toe Dernans occu: ied ovn Lo, ..,
e Teal,

U,k Und, uh, I wenbt home...to ioroszova...

e iy Tean,

0., And I staved there 1l the, wm, war enled, Al 1801719,

L2, oy now Gid vou.,,

D, 1914,

LB, 1919,.,

D, 1919,

3, Or 1918, How did you avoid beins conscripded?

D.¥. Un, well, uh, because I was nearsizhted,...,.and they couldn't...uh, they
find me, I was not, not, unfit for the Army,

L.,8., You were lucky. .

D.X, Yeah, I'm still nearsighted. In fact...

L,3, Yeah. '

DK, ...I couldn't get 1i$bensed to drive a car, on account of that,..in this
country,

L.B, Is that right?

D.K. Yeah. : .
L.B, Hn, So they didn't take you into the Army, neither the Russians or the
Germans’? ’
D.X. Well, the Germpans didn't tool anyone into the Army.

L., They didn't put anybody,..

D.,K. In occupied...

L.B, 'They didn't...

D. K. In occupied regions...

L.B, iio?

D,K. llo, they didn't allow to take...of course not, that's against the conventions
offwar. In an occupied country, you can't mobilize the peovle there. And then,
they wouldn't trust then, too.

L.BE., Yeah, that's right. That makes more sense. (Laughs).

DK, Of course, .

L., GHow, how did you feel,,.after all, you were already a grown man by thils
ti]ﬂec LI :

D.X. Yes,

L. 21,

D.E. TYes, :

L2, And, um,,.Oh, let me, uh, flrst, ask you aboul your siudies, 1 you wore in
yeshiva all this time, what sort of, uh, ul, Jewish education would you say
you were getting? Urthodox, tiaditional Jewish educatlon?

even today...a yeshiva is Orthodox., 3See?

L,2, Did you...

D.X, You Imow the books?

L,3, Yes...I do,.,

D.K, All this I stuldied in yeshiva,

LyE. Yeah, ;

D.K, And I stiil use them now. I have a group here,..® kbi*“fOH“?v will tell you,
I have a group, I study with then every Saturday.

LB, Ch, are you the leader of ithe group here?

D, K. That's right,

L.B. Chhh,

DK, Yeah, and I study with Bachrach....tiwice a week, sometines 3 times, when

they are here; we study every day,

L.2. Un huh, I see, liow, 4id you inteud to be a2 rabbl, or what?

D,K, %Well, un, I didn't intend to he a ralbi, but I loved the Talmud,
L.B. Uh huh, .
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phining,

Vo you find, uh, that.,,the law, the reasoning,...the way of thinking, of

;Toaching a umroblem, as it is in the Talrwd, is helpful in, uh,...azplies in,

ordinary 1life?
D.K.'
in Talmud, uh...it was written, the Tolmud,.,it was good enough, uh, when the.
Jews were in, in, in Israel, with a, had their own country...s0 they had to
apply, all the laws, it belongs to a Jsuslsh country,

L3,

Yell, T wouldn't say all what it says in Talmud, because mo€t of the things

! hl‘ﬂ [

They have a’ y the temple..,

M hm,

And they have this, um,.

Yes,

Yeg?® *ﬁbﬁupau%cu&J

Yeah, _

A1l this, you can't use it today, It's never bLeen, uh, WDSu of the, nost of

the laws,...a half of the Talmud you can't avply today,

L.B3, But wesn't the Talmnud written after the Zahb,,.dur,,.after the Babylonian
exile?

D.K, Tt was written after.

L.B, Yeah. :

0.X, 3But was....before, they had &i% hefore, too, but it was not compiled,

you know, they compiled it after,..,uh, after the Bab.,,mm, the Second, the
destruction of the Second Temple,
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Right,

Eut, everything,...they had notes,

It all applied to hefore?

To before.,.not all of them...

do?

io, it applied, they had the 5001a1 laws,

Yeah,

That is, uh, you arply them today, too, the same thing,

Right, right,

ut it wasgfuritten, it wasn't collected,’

Teah,

They collected it, and made it in a form, on a...,.on a book, in books,
Yeah,

®They had the’ books,

That's right, L

This was, uh, written, and compiled, and organized,..,.uh, 1500 years ago,

So that's, uh, 400,,,.

And it took 300 years to organize thiz, und to write it mown, to.. by, un, rake it
order, you know, this thing took 300 wears to do it, :

S0 some of 1t is still applicable,..

Oh yeah, sure,

.. and sone of it, uh, you feel is, uh, zertains only to ancient tines?
Ancient times, Ch, they will, moyhe they will apply it,...when we'll be

comvletely independent, und they'll have most of the Jews live in Israel; most of
the Jews of the world will gather to Israel, then we'll have to build the Temple,

-und have to apply all the old laws, but, um.,,>
you know,

reonle to the Temple,
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¢ vou thinit teonle would still sacridice?

& a nami wguestion to ansesy, rou jwow, 1t is, uh,..the
s of it, wd,..and they will not declde it now, they nsy, “'e i
ne tilme will cone, wnen wie'll have to declide it "

b, 30, they, uh, they refuse tc nmake a declislon ahout ii
' Teah, Are you still an urthodox Jew?
Un,,.
L5, Or would you n,..you € don,,,un, don't,,,
D.X, Ho, I'm not an Urthodox, I'm alnationalist Jew, and, I would say, a traditional
Jew, low, whatever it means, traditional Jew, that's, uh....hard to define, you
know. To different definktaons, one N1ll say, "A traditional Jew has got to observe
all the 6132, uh, un,,."

titzvahs,

", omitzvahs."” And some will say, ".o, you can be a traditional Jew and just’

1y the social, uh, uvh, mitzvahs." You know, that's uh...that's why they have
ind of groups,..

I know, (laughs),

The Leform,.,.and Uonservative, and Orthodox,

Right. -

Hasidim und mitnagdin,

Right,

See? Il's, uh, I wouldn't define how much, how far I'11l go,,.but I'm not a
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ri tly Orthodox, I wouldn't say so. I never was,
.B. Waen you were growing up, did your famlly observe the, uh, the uh, holidays
nd the wri,,.the Tu,,. the rules, and the lags, regularly?
4. Yes, ny parenits...observed everythinz, strictly.
w3, How often did your father go to shul?
K. AL least once a day,
.2, Once & day.
e At least once, evaery morning. And sometimes, when they had timeg, uh, to
go for a'JBERchely ol rnoy, ., :
L2, Yean, hun PR
D,X.,% You know what “the second....second Trayer.
Li,

That's the evenlnb, or the af,..that's the afiternoon prayer?
J.K, Afternoon prayer,
L3, ﬁWgnm

i
o
-

| 3 s .
s U DK, L ANRAE andnirveh.,. But Shabbos,; we used to go twice a day, in the norning,.

and then ﬁﬁﬁﬂil.t pizeh, comes ona after the other, together,
u,3. Uh huh.
DK, Yeah.
L.,B, &nd you went Friday night.
L.y, Ftldmv night, and Yun Tov, sure.
LB, izght., And your father wore a beard? (Ldre off) Hold on,.,
DL K, quvno gub.,.Korvno gubernya, and'3ubalko gubernya, that's where "idtha., Lite

L.3. is Korvno,..and what?

D.X. Subalk, used to be, uh, today it's diffevent, it changed

L2, Toét's Lithvania, | .,

D.K, thhuania. that's Itha, Lithuania’ s Litha,

.2, But there's a, on this map...

D.,K. Yeah, _

L.3.. ... thereds a sectlon which 1s called, and, and this is what ther called the

Lithuanian district, and this part was always part of Foland, in here,
D.K, Yeah, after the First.,.,it was...

L.B, o,

D,K. Yhite liussia. How here's White Russia...




Sov Lan Side 1, vame ik ez mterviewey:  iucille drown

ey owut to the srivet,
—e . Fisnt,

it 7, and this is hirsh,,,
S0 Aisht,

Ju, Himslk,

., Right,

0., gobru1)x dhere's modio, vou haven't ot STOdNG.,
.00, Teah, Iua.
0.¥, uhere?
PR It's here, here's t:rodne, dut it's in the osithuanian Tart, you see?
Q.L. Yell, I'il tell you,..then...it was a time when Lithuania was large, even
rart of Ukraine belonged to Lithuania, :
L3, That's right, that's right.
U,X, Through that, um, uh,..
1.2, 2ut that goes back to the middle ages, then, rlght°
DK, im, not in the middle ages, about 200,,,.
L,2, io?
D.X. 200 years azo,..250, something like that, Uh, you see,..theis Lith,.,uh,
Lith.,.lithuanian District...
L.2. Yeah,
D.X, TUh, Grodno,,.at, uhL:.thi map was made, in this perio,,.for this pericd,
when irodno belonbed to LM, . But, nowadays, Crodno never belonged to kithal.l e
not the First World Yar, not between, and ncot now,
.8, This is called the kiénzdom of roland, and T wonder when, I don't know when
this map was made, that's what bothers me, there's no date, it's so stupid to
ke a man without a date,

U X, Yeah, very...very, you could make Aifferent,..

L.3, Bure, : _

D,i, You could mase a dat...a mas today, it would be different, I'm telling vyou,
L., 2. Ach.

D.K, This wou]d he Ru@ssia already,

1.2, Yeah, (Fause). #Well, now let's sce...we're on the tape, and, um, now we

talked about how your father made a living, and what kind of a house you, you
lived in, Unm,...were you allowed to play...uith any children in the %tow,.,.any
Jewisn children? Or wexe you not allow.,,were there some Jewligsn children you
were not allowed to play with?

D.X. I never heard sucn a thing. Jeus, anong themselves, used to play., thy not?

=8 tven the, thet Christians, Of course, the Christians didn't like to play, because

we didn't like the Chrlstlans...but, no such a thing, anot allowed to play, e
weren't allowed to play with girls...the Crthodox boys.

1,8, You were not?

D.¥, Orthodox boys, of course not,

L.3. Right. . 5

DK, But with boys,..why not, sure, we used to Tlay.-

L.B, Cause T have, my father was only allowed to play with certain boys in the
town,,,.in his village,

D.¥. UWhat do you mean, "with certain boys"?

L., Only boys that came from the same,..um.,.class.

EFAN

BETAN
CL R

DK, UWell, this is natural, you see, Well, I was a yeshiva'bocha,,,.,uh, to me,

I had no interest to rlay...with boys, that were shoemakers, you know, I didn't

vlay with them because they, there they used to have, I wouldn’t want to talk with
them about shoes, So I used to play with the yeshiva bochum, we Used to talk about
the Gomorrah, about the studies,..That, that's the reason, but not, no such a

thing you're not allowed. Uh, I used to go with a nice girl, her father was a
blacksmith, Of course, gxgsﬁﬁh this girl was an intelligent axirl, so I used to...
‘ulm, nlay with her, why not? I wouldn't marry herxr, because® yichus. ..

-
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sut, for the,..

ey that,,.sar, say, Uh,..
Yeai.?

You vould have lost vl
It ras a lo,,.yeah, sure,.. .1

vas 2 yeshiva hocha, utudpLL....

T
hqunpﬂaman a - R

Was she Talitty?

Ch yean,

(Laughbs ), Too bad,

Yeah, she's in Israel today,
Huh?

The girl's in Israel today.
Zhe is?

And ner husband is a dentist,
So she did all rignt,

"She did all right.
Right, (Laugnsj That's funny. But, you know, ai the time it must have been
very important. Suppose you had,...suppose you had decided to marry this

It was no tragedy, you know, but it is?
You know,’

reovle would esay, "Look,..
Yeorle would say...

" Yeah,
Ua, uh,%lotel XKam, my father's name was fiotel,

That hls son married a blacksnitna's dauwghter,

oo blacksmith's daughter, .,
Rizht, right,

-8

Yean,

liow, I spoke to a woman the other night, who was telling r
marriage, and her marriage was arxranged,.,foxr her, by hexr fatner,
father and the, and the boy's father.

Yes,
liow, did you marry in Burole
Yes,

You married wnile you were 1n Buro:e?

Yeah, in Poroszova.

Was your marriage arrance&?
10 N

Ho®?

o, You see, I'll tell you, Un.,..the girl I married, she was a teacher, a
Bussian teacher, and I was a Hehrew teacher, so we had something in common to talk
about, So we went out together until we fell in love and got married, :
Wiss there such a thing as arranged marriages in your town?

tio, 9 by the ilasidim.....ey but misnagdim didn't have it,...married...you

uh, you know they had matehmekers, sure,..

Yeah?

Tt haopened, a matchmaker brought togSther the z

Yeah.

«e.a boy and a girl, But it wasn't arranged through the farents without
the knowledge of the children, io, not in our,.,town,

o, huh?

Used to be by the Hasidim, by tna fanatics,
llo, this woman was not a Chusid, but she was fron the Ukrains,.,a very small

in the Ukraine.

lenns, nou,}f‘ have ],n:st 3

, it wouldn't look nice.

lotel ¥am,,.uh,>

about her
between her
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‘DK, He's a> . you know, he's a'&@
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sov an side 1, vaze 16 507 Trotarvierer:s  wneille T rown
B roa-, and then, how nany Years was At7
S, SBhe's solng te e G0,
e Ghy D0, mayho, vk, uh, 70 rears azo, PH ovesrs z5c, nh, svervioliny turoml oud,

Tut now, ..

e, She ans younser,; she waa about 1L when she rereled,
U, . Uh, she was 15, that was over 70 vears.

ey TYeal, yeah, yeal:,

C WK, Uh, everything | , but not in our town, vou Lnow,,,uh, in

tithuania we, we call it, there were Litvaks, in iitvar they call it a tsellen
ftup, you knou?

L=, o, I lmow a, what a kup is, but not a tsellien., hat's a tsellen?

D.E. A, a tsellem, "a cross”....a uvsellen, "a c¢ross', vou know?

L.,2, Yeanh, like "a Christian head"?

D.X., That's right.

L.,8. TYeah,

D.X, It's a tsellem kupo.

L,B, Yeah. 2

you know, he's a.,,
ne's no good, he's not a good Jew, :
L.3, If he was a Litvak?

DK, Yeah, Oven today they say, "A Idtvak...)"

T -y S

L,3, He's not plous,..

DK, A goy.

L.,B. he's a Christian,

D.K, He's a goy.

L, A goy,

., K, Yeah,

L.2, Vhy do they say that?

D.&., Un, because, uh, the, uh, Litauvanian Jew, th, didn't recogn:ze the Hasidim.
They, they sald the Hasidim are too fanatie, they're old-fashioned, uh, their
clothing, and their whole, un, environment...

L.3., You nean, they rejected then?

B.K. Uh, they didn't rejected them, but we despised them, vou know?

1,3, Yes, 1 know, So, were vou of that group?

2,4, Oh, T was a Litvak, of course., I didn't care for Hasidim, I never knew then
before,

L,3, Yean, )

D, 3Zut T knoy the ilasidim are too fanatics, you know, too old-fashioned,

L,2, TYeah,

D.¥. The whole behaviour was, uh,.,ite was 200 years ago,,.toc 0ld, 3o that,
that's why they called the Litvaks a tsellem kup, you kaow, a goy. You know, un,

viv-ne had in the nind,.,.: taellem, you know, a christ, a eross,

LB, Yeah, He's, he's next door to being a Christian,

DK, ,..82 thristian,

L.7, (iLong pause). S0, you went to veshiva until 21,

D.E. Intild 21,

L,B, The Gerpans came,,,

D,X., The Germans cane, and when the Germans left in uh.,,,1819,,.

L,a, 1913, .
DL, In 1713, 1918, between *18, '18, uh, '18 and '19...80, uh, I wWas, Uh.....
with wy girl T used to, to,..we used to go towethe and study together, and read
together, and then we got married,

i3, And you were living, then, in independent roland.

D.¥. Inde,,,ves, in roland,

L.3. You were then, it was loland then, risht?

DK, It was Poland, yeah,

;
;
;
E
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Lo o Sty 0w owas Lt when the cernans ocontied?

9.5, It s not had,

i, At ¢ not had9

JL.iEL. o, it owas not Lo at all, of courme, ther Py
they were, uh,,.wn,,.uh, vou can't exsect,..ther

=7 feah,

D.x, feeaunc, uh, i taey needed sraln, on they ieeded netal, or somethin:

they Just take 1t away, hut, but theyp ;2id nousy for that, ther uooF HOudlr:
fromn u% without, without Bay, Suszose they needed, uh, skins, to make leatrer,,.
J-Jo.r:- eclu ' i

D.E., Bo they tock away frem my father a courle nunired skins,,,

L2, Yeah. '

DK, 3But they paid him the regular wrice, the market rrice,

.5, How, how did wyou feel ahout the Russians?

D,K,, Hell, ve were glad we got rid of the Russians,

L2, You wereQ

D.X, Because we were afraid of the Cossacks, you know,

L., Yeah,. Xnd how did vou feﬁl about the roles?

DK, The roles were no good, the Foles were anti-Senites, Hot in our town, uh,,,

but, I knew, in Foland, the pogroms, you know...In our town it was quiet, we didn't...
L,7, It was quiet in your town?
D,E. ¥as quiet,...yeah,

L.,7r, Did vou have incidents, yourself, of, ilndividual incidents?

D.¥., io,...I woulan't_sdJ, uh, ,,prerscnal incident, never had it, no,

L3, Just what you hear®?

DK, Jhat I heard, Sometimes I.,.uh,,.I heard, uhb, ﬂnen -3 Jew is ouarrelllnP with

a,; with a Caxistian, to be...to tell him, "Bixty Jew.'

LGB Hm oAm,

D.¥., IDut not nore,

L.8, 2dut stiil, the feeling, amongzst the Jews,..

B,K, e vere friendly with then,

L2, You were friendly?

DK, Friends with then, but soclally we ket senarate. Ve were seg@uvarate, we never,
um, scclalized together... )

L.B. Teah,

D.E, ...with the gentiles, never.

L,n, {lause). das this by cnolce, vou think?

D.X., Yes, by choice,

L2, Un, on both...

DL, de used to? with then, ‘they were our customers, we had a store,

L.Z. Yean...yeah.

D, X, Tlecauce, naturally, they were @all gentiles,

L.,4., Yow did you dress, how dld vou drezss? Did you dress, uh, so that you'd be
recognlzed as a Jew?

D, Same thing here,,...the same thing as here,

L., You didn't wear the, the hat?

2,K. Lo, no, no, that was in roland, the rolish Jews,

L.o, Yeah, yeah,

D.i e, the sare dressing as here, the same thing, nodern dress,

LB, You &id dress that way?

D,I Yeah, You know the, the LKasidim, they used to call the’ Jews
al QBUt%LlCﬂ y they are Germans,

L,3, Yes, '

0., Deutsche, the deutsche, a deutsche Juden,

L,B. ‘hat's what I heard,

D, Yeah,

L.3. 4About the folish Je..,.they.,..

D.K, That's right,
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ithuarnian andthe olish
utschen, andl a deutsche

L.t They ecalled tne, who? e
J.6,  The Lithuantans, they awe

[
=
Tl

o rapeyer
g &L 0N,

: -
.II;....
Ji,
a . Th've heored thot,

vou a deutsche?
sure, Uh, by the #asidin 1 was & deutseca,
L7, Tut, in yourself, now did you thini?
DK, ihet I think, I, well I'n of Jew, I
Urthodox, T was not a fanatie,
L,2, I understand, yeah,
0,XK, 3ut I was a good Jew, fsmeclially, a alonlsb, I was aluays a °ionist.
L., You were alw"vs a Zionist?
D,E. ¢©h, a Zionist,..'
L™, ‘liowy now did that happen, was that whole section of Burope, of, of Foland,
was that all Zionist? Ur was it just vour town? .
D,K. ¥nm, well, in, in the large towns, the different groups, uh, the Dundists
if you know,,.the Zund,..There vere assimilationists, and, uh, other grouwvs..,un,
anarchists, ﬁut in a snmall town, uh, we had only 150 families, you, you, you cou,.,
vou cougldn't too many groups.

was an trfthodox Jew, not stractly

L,3. o,
_ . D, You know, if you want to belong to something, you have o belong to they
%z the group, it was a Zionist grouy, that's all,

L.,%, Right, that's the, there was,,.

2., mven 1T you felt different...

L.%,  Unh huh,

D,E, You sympathlzed with a different grouw, but you have no choice, if vou want
to be tozetner in a groun, and ©o scclalize there,..¥ou had to go in the, wh, in
the organization,,.the one they have in that town, We only had a Zionist organization,
L,2., lbow, in that Zionist orcanizatlon, were there other kinds of peonle? Vere
there anarchists and assimilationists and socililists and communistg?

., Yeanh, yean, a few singles, you know, uh, one here, one there.,,,bui, uh,
they did,..they couldn't act like, like anarchists...or assinilationists,

L2, Yean

e, BSo, ﬁ ey didn't zo to shul, on Saturday,,,’

Lo, Ch, is that how theyv showed 1t7:

0,K, Yeah, Ur, sone of thenm uscd to smoke on 3aturdays, they didn't, nohody sece
it, vou know,,, :

L.2, Yeah. _

DK, ‘They, they wouldn't do it in, in front of, uh, un....of Jewish people, they
vere afraid,

L.»n., iHow, you know, like this woman I was telling you about, whose marriage was
arranged,.,she was saying that, uh, the oyinion ef other,,.

769 (Tare ends)
Side 2 000
( _ 1,3, +..er, she told ne, was very strong, liow, she had beautiful black hair, as

a young glirl, and she refused 16 shave her,..,I'1] get it...she refused to shave

ner hailr and wear a sheltel, S0 her mother-in-law never spoke 1o her, er would
%" let her in her house, Decause,she said, "D bist nicht a trimmeh,,.You're not a

vious Jewisih woman," :

DK, That's right,
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L., And, "Maat will eople say?" Is this true? )

0,K, That was true in the touwn where you have asidiim,...nut not in, ian, in
LAthuania, there were misnazdin,,,.vouns yirls xnever uear sheltels,.,

L.h do, what I'm, 1'm not talking ahout sheitels, I'm falkin; ahout the, tne
force of .ublic oiinion, das it very strong? -

D.¥, Tee ublic wa,,.was of ouinion, we didn't, uhi, un, work on Jaturday,
th,.,
1,2, If you snoked, you did it in secret.

I,E, e didn't smoke in front of Jewish leo*le.

L,%,  Right,

D,K. Un, but, un.,.l wouldn't say they forced somebhedy,...it was not nice, 0u
know what I mean? He's a goy...they would say..,.'

L.B. ©®Bv force I don't mean,..uh, you know, rhysical force, but I mean there's
a strong pressure from, from secple,

D.X. Well, not, not in Lithuania,

=.B, Ho?

D,K. lo...not in Lithuania, Of course, a lot of people didn't go to shul, many

1 reople. And many peovle,™ . : .» 10t kosher.

LB, 'They ate things...
U.X, Dut they...ate...

.3. ,..that were not kosher?
D.X, ...,kosher, and people knew it,,,.but they were...bul nobody, uh, waé going
t0 say an®ything to themn,

LB, 8o it was already changing?

D.€. Yeah, sure. It didn't...

L,B., 8o, it was, sort of, beginninz to assimilate?

0.K, Yes.

L,B., And how did these people look at themselves? Did they see themselves as

artly Russian, or going towards roland, or more like the Germans?

!

D.K, Ulore like the Germans,
L.,Z., This is,..
D. K. The Germans were more nodern,
L.2. Yes, . _
K. BSo they said, "Inis is too old-fashioned. lle have to be modern, He should
o like the German..,dJews doing,"
B, 8o, what they wanted to cop... )
. They went to, they went to, uh, high schoil, the high school, uh, theye
all it gymnasia,,,
L, Yes,
K. Gymna,,.gymnasia,..
a--Bo Yeah
LK. low, if you went to high 500001 in Russia...in Russia the schools is ojen
days a week, on Saturday too,
B, Yeah. '
K, And you had to go in school on Saturday, and write on Satuxrday. So the, uh,
he™ people, they are the strict Orthodox, they couldn't @send the
hildren %o hign school, because in high school you had to,..work on Saturday.
.2, Yesh,
K. And you had. to traevel, Saturdays, to the high school,
.5, Right,
M. And you had to carry the books on Saturday.
0B| Highto )
+K., You see? In the large touwns...so, the, the...uh, there were all kinds,
different groups. You know.,.the public orinion’s different, because in a large
&8 town, they have a group, a generation is in a group by himself,.,
L.B., Yes, yes.
D,K. So we, we were not single people that could, uh, be afraid, or could, uh,
wouldn't want to tell them something.,..because they're a group by themselves.
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Loty Yean,

2.4, Tui, uh, in a small town, he is, he's one, uhh,..he Is not real kashrus,..
56 he was afraid, I mean...he, be, he..,

.7, Yean, he had no susrort. _
.4, . ..0e did it,..nobody should know it, nobedy should see it, Zut jeorle
knew 1t and they keit guiet,

L.72. Sut &wvhat, uh, what, the other guesiion that I asked you was that, if you
werre going to...copy, or try to te like enrvone, it would have heen the Gernans,
hecause you felt they were the nost nodern,

U.K, That's right, that's why we call it a Ger,..a, a.,.

L.2. A deutsche,

D.K, A, a deutscn.

L,3, Was, uh, what is Isaac Tashevis Singer? Is he a Galician?

Who?

Isaac Bashevis 3inger, tne writer...Rashevis,..

He is a, a Galician, yes,

He is?

Yes,

He's not a deutsche, is he?

Mo, he, uh...uh.,..he's a nodern Jew, he's not a Orthodox Jew, All the writers,
or, um, 1%et's say 99,5, they're not Urthodox Jews,

L3, bm, '

D,K. There were orthodox writers, too,,.but, vh, uh, in,..uh, 90, 99%, Lucille,
were not, were not Urthodox...they're modern Jews, already, they studied, they
went to colleges,..Universities, they went to.....uh, uh, different countries,
studied in Switserland, in Italy,...Sc they became modern, already,

CpypOroe
AR v S S

le L.B, How let me ask you about you. You went to 3 yeshivas.
R D.X, Yeah, '

L.3, 4, 37
DaKo 30
L.B., And before that you went to cheder,
D.K, Cheder,
.8, Did you ever go to, and did wvou go to the Russian public school, too?
DK, o,
L.2, Lo, low,..
DX, Pirst, we had sin ocur town....we had a school,
L.B. Yeah, elementayry
DX, A jublic schoel, Jjust a, a,,.public school, \&8 sy school, that's
all w2 had,
5.8, Yeah, who ran that?
D.K. Only gentiles went to school,
1.8, Only gen,.. . _
DK, Jews didn't go to the, to the public school,,..because, in public school,

they had to go on 3aturday, too. You see? So that's why everybodys went to cheder.
And that...if you wanted, uh, tc study Russian, with Russian tsachers, Jews,
Like my wife, my wlfe was a Russian teacher,
L.B. low that's what I was going to ask you. Did vou learn Russian, and Russian
history, and Russian literature?
Yes, '
Yhere?
In, in our town.
You had a special teacher?
A teacher, the one that became 1y wife later.
Ch, she was your teacher? -
bhe was my teacher,
Ohhhh, .,
%, you see,,.l was her teacher in lebrew, and she teach me,,,Russian,
see.
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YL Tmsstan and math, and Russian bistor. oF course, L 4ldn't have the

M1l eovese, ., . recause I ostarted late, 1 sxmhued wnen L owas 21,

... Yoal, veah, '

Yo, E new hussian a little, but, uh,, ..ty 0ot systenatliealliy, then I learn
ouething, .

L. Can, can you steal Bussian?
Gl Whoyes,

- Tou can read it
J.5, T counld read it, I could sreal, sure.

=y And rou can write it?

: drite it, I...

A1l ripht...,

d0K. I have even some Russlan hwooks here:

Len, ALl right, now you.,.

U.KX, I have here Pushkin...all the writings of Pushkin; here...,right here.

L3, 8o you,..I, I see. So what, what you, I want to figure out how many languasges,
You have Yiddish,..

D.,K. I have,..

LoZ, Yoat did you syeal al houwe? Was it Yiddish?

o.H, Yiddish,

L,2. Your parents spoke Yiddish?

2,4, Yiddish,

Z.3, Hot rolish?
J.E. Ho, : .
1,2, O.K. S0, and you swpoke Yiddish, toey then and to your brothers and sistex?
0.K., Yeah,. .
i,2, So you have Yiddish,
D,K., Yiddish,

0. You have Hebrew,

Hebrew and Russigan.

And Russian,

K. And then, when the Germans were,...in our town, in the First ¥World War,
hey oc¢cupied our country; so I stndied German, S50 I knew German, too,
20w I forzot already,

Frd
j

-
t

o
o
g ~
ok

L., Wnat? The German?

2,i{, Tne Gerian lansuage.

.2, Yeah, .

D.K, Yeah, I knew the ®&rman language, I studied for 3 years,
- -

—3. You 4did?

2.4, Yeah, _ _

L%, And now you know Znglish, So that's 5, .
s.f, bow I know English, not so geod, you know, you can hear it, my IEnglish,
i.3, Ho, but that's an accent, but your, your iInglish, the command of the
languagze is very good, so I wouldn't worry about that. That's, uvh, so that's 5
- languages, 0id you ever study French, or lLatin?

D.%., Latin T did study...yes.

B,2. Where? In the yeshiva? lWo.,.that.,..no...

2,4, Lot in jeshlva...no. That was between the First World, by uh,..when the
Termans come in,.,to ocur town,,,.

L.2. Yeah,

DX, And I had, and I couldn’t go to yeshiva no more...

L.Z, Yeah,

DK, 8o I was studying, as a pharmacist, T went to be a pharmacist,

L., Uh huh,

D.¥. And to have a vharmacy, you got to know a little latin. 50 I studied Latin,
L,3, All right, now, when the Germans came in, in 1916, what was the feeling,

un, not only you, but among the other reoc_le in the town? WHo, could yous say
whon they wanted to win the iar?
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Jeln, 1o oour toum, even the, the, tine sentiles., . ranted the -emans o
Tacnuse whey Were [ ol achs, FOU MNOH, (0iIES.,.
e fean, w1 bun,
Sya. dsthiolies,
b Yealn,
s, They éian't 1like the fssians, Jo, ther 5ot rid fron the.,;they were slad
177 1o et wid of the Jussiangs,.,.’ - . dnd, of course, the
dews, . un, certainly they were plad, unh...they didn't like the Pusslans, didn't
the ,ogroms, antl @—oeﬁltLu“, and the limitations, you imouw,
Tyvenn though they had not exieriencesd it in thelr towa?
though in your town, nothinz had Hq,...yea1...
Dox. SR neu it, we knew it fron, Tron the newspapers, and tne stories; and
“roix the history, that in Russia was alwars anti-Zemites.,,til todey.
#no, in your orinion, who's a worse anti-Semite, a iole or a Ru551an°

-

2., Well, I think a Fole,

1.2, Yhy?

DK, I don't know why, their.,.the history, why they were, uh...

L,%, Yo, why do you feel it?

DK, Uh,.,.why do I feel 1t?

L., Yeah,.

J.K. 3Because, in our town we didn't, we never felt it, you know, Zecause in our

town, thev, they wire, they were Catholics, not ; oles, you know there's a big

difference,..they were Catholics, But...

L.2. 2ut nost roles are Catholics,

DK, +..00t, it was not Lithanians, you know, history...

.3, ©Oh, oh, oh,

DK, o, they were, they were.,.,they were never.,..it was a tlne, uh, ewhen Foland,
&5 won a war and they occupled our, our,.,.neighborhood, our region. LZut it was

never, historically, it whs never roland.

L.2, It was Lithuania,

D,X. 3But, since they were Catholics, and Catholics, the Russians,..didn't like
Catholics,

L,8, Right.

bD.K, In fact, they took over a 1ot of Ausslian,..Ca,,.rolish churches, they
converted them into.,,in, un, Russian churches. Sc they nate the,..the Russians,
t00....the Catholics., Bo that's why they want to get rid of them, we were glad
vhen the Germans occupied our little...uh, our neighborhood,

L,R., But you sa...what yvou said was that these people were not really roles
D,K, So that's WhY ...

L.3. ‘Uhat, what were they, if they...

D.¥, That's why it was no® anti-Semitisn in our town.

.2, dhat were they?

D.{, They didn't like the Jews, I didn't say they love it...

.L|0J3| Yea-ﬂr

0.k, Zecause they were not real leles, they were natlng the Russians, too,

L.2, What they were, if they were not real roles?

D,K, They were, just Catholics, let's see, like the Itallans are Catholics,
1,2, o, but they had to have some national origin.

D,K, The national or,..orlgin, they was lithuanian, years ago.

L.m, All right, That's what I want, That's, there was a separate section.

D.K, Or Wnite Russian, Wnhite Russian., It was never role,..l Mean, nlstorically,
it was never ®roland there.

L.3. 0.K., that's right, all right, I understand, How, um,...sSO0 you were, you

( and, you think, the, the people in your town and in your area, wetre nostly pro-
German, right?
D,X. The, the Catholics were pro-Cermans
L.2. And the Jews, too?
D.K. But, the villages, uh, uh, all around the town, they were Russians, so they
were against £ne Germans,
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L ca
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J.h, Theyv were nusslan, ther were syeaxdin; Hussiaua, oz ite _usslan, not
c0lish, they didn't talk lolish,
L.5. L-h-_"..

J.4. Tney didn't like the -soles.
50 ihe roles and iLithuvanians were in favor of %tre ernans, and the dJews
wmiere i Tavor of the Germans,
D,K. Yes.,,the Germans, but the Russianz,.,
L,3. #nd, the Russians, and the dhite xussians,,.
DK, 'They hate the tGermans, sure, : _
L.3.  ...w@re, were Tor the Zussians., U.i. wow, when, un, afiter the, the veace
treaty, and roland became indejendent.., :
2.8, Yeah,
L,%., That was in...1018,..19...
D.K, 19...19, 'i9...
T.B. 000'19.
K. Yeah,
B, All right, what happened to you then?
K. Ch,.,to me? Cur town became roland,
B. Right.
K. Til,,,about iinsk, you know, they took away the whole region., So, it
becams Yoland, and I got maxrried.....and, I had a store, a hardware store. Bui,
business ewas not so good, so I left roland, and I went to Pelgaum,,.Antwerp.
And over there I was 2 years.,
L.2. What 4id gyou do there?
D.K. Over there I was a diamond cutter,
L,B, You learned a new trade? ,
K. I learned a new trade, to cut diamonds. They call it a cleaver, they call
t a, a,..cleaving diamonds. -
L.,3. #m hm,

hat

' DK, 4nd then it haprened, z crisis in the diamwond ” y S0 I came to

e’

this country, .
L.B, then you were in Antwerp, did you work for a Jewish....jeweler?
DK, Of course, of course,

-

L.8, Uhy of course?

D.K, Hot for a #jeweler, for a manufacturere of dianeonds.

L.2, Al right. And vhy of course? .. :
DK, Eecause the manufacturers of diamemds*ere all Jews, . %
L.2. Uh huh, '
DK, In Belgium, and in Holland,

L.n, Did you know someone?

DK, 1004, ]

1.B. Did you know womeone, or did yéu just go and look?

D,¥, Well, I had a brother-in-law there....in Antwerp, He was the rabbli there,

L.B, That's your,..

D.K. The rabbli of Antwerp.

L.B, ...your wife's brother?

D.X., Hy wife's brother was the rabbil of Antwerp. 30, and he, he sent me a

certificate, I should be able to come, You know, you got to have mpapers to, you
couldn®t,,..get a visa...

L2, Yeah, :

D.K. ...to go to, uh, to Telgium, without a, without certificate, without a visa...
somebody wants you there, You know what I mean? So my brother sent me rayers,

ny brother-in-law...and I came to Antweryp, ;
L,B. Gdow, uh,..if I could take you back to Foland, In 1917, the War between §
Gerfany and Russia ended, and the Czar was overthrown... :
D.X, TYeah.

L.,B, ©Uh no the, well the war actually ended after that, but the Czar was overthroun,
and Kerensky was...the head of the goverument. Did you know about this?



' ' Jov jan  Side 2, jage 24 143 Tnterviewsy:: “ucille Zrounn

D.{,  Of course we knew, we real News.aiers,

e dere...yeah, bub sore neo le told e they didn't know and they didn't care.
U.X. Teecause ther dldn't read, i used to read, I 561 the erpan newsiazer.

Ley dere you interested? — :

DX, Yean, I used to know German, and I g8 & Lerman news;aler,

L,3, Vere you interested in wpet was hallenins over there?
J.n. Of course,

L.2, Why? :

D.X, ihat do you mean, why? Tecause I was, uh, uh, I was,’in Iskael, interested,

to hear, to know the news, what they're in, in Zussia, or in TFrance, anhd all over

the world, I was intelligent boy....and, uh, I was interested to know, of course I was,
L.B, Did you feel that the, uh, overthrow of the (zar had anything, any import,

for the Jews? :

D.K. Oh yes, In fact,,,I wag, tne first time,..when the, the Communists took over,,.

L.3, How wait,..
s D.K, f :
L.B. Yeah,
L., K. After Kerensky,
L.B, After Kerensky,
D.K, I was a comnunist,
L.B, O.X. .
DK, For 2 months, Thep, the Hussian.,..it was a war between Russiam and Frolaund,
if you remember. '
L.3, Well this is what I'm, I'm just beginning to get clear in my mind,
D.K, TYeah,
L.B, Unhat started thai war between Russia and roland?
- D.X, The wam started between Russia and Foland because,...um, roland became
{ independent.

L.3. Rizht,

D.K. 4nd she took away parts of, uh, of Russia, you know,...
L,B., 1®m hn,

DX, ..,.that belongs te Russia, like cur town,

L.B, Yeah,
D.X. I%'s now Russia, too,
L,3, Yeah.

U,K., And ubh, uhh...uoh.,,2ialystok,..Grodno...and so forth,...Slonim,,.¥ilna,,.
Russia didn't like it, so Russia declared war on roland, That was the war, the
waxy be.,.the, that was the...the Communist Russia, already....with Foland.

.8, Taat was the Communist, .,

DK, It was Communist Dussia, was at var with roland, sure....Communist Russia,
L.,3, iow what year was this? Do you renember? Vhat year?

D, ¥, It was in 1918 and 1919,

L.B, ind who were the generals? :

DX, After the Germans left,..after tne Germans left, s¢ roland took over.

L,3, Right. . _

D,&, Uh, our town, Und then the Russians declared war on roland, and they took

it hack,
L2, ino did they send in for their generals? Do you remember who the generals,
the Russian generals, were?
D.¥, Ch, there was a lot of them, Well, I'll tell you,,...then Russia took over
our toun,
i L.B. Yes.
(, D.X, And they start to mobilige allthe young peovle, took in the Army, because
- they figured it was thelrs...it was theirs before,.,.
L.B, Yeah, yeah.
D, K. So I left, I run away. I smuggled over to Lithuania, to Yilna, Wilna, if
you remember, Lithuania was a, uh, inderendent country.
L.z, TYes '
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U.E, Uh, 2, a few vears, not a few voars... ‘

L. Yeah, veah,

DK, L etveen the FPirst Vorxld der and the Second orid dar,

LD, R®igat, rigot,

D.E 30 ¥ went to cithuania, And,,.the “olshevilis veculed our toun,

u,*, Yes,

.8, Im, uo, uwh, then,..I.,,..7 saw teat the CSommanisis,..is not wnat I like it,

und I was against communism, so I was only a comnunist for 7, § weeks, that's all,
LB, Tut actually, you were in favor of Herveusiy? lere you?

Bk, WYell, yeah, Kerensky was not a communist,,.,

1,3, Io, I understand, but I'm trying to follow you, .

D. K. I was in favor of Kerensky, but then, it was when Lenin took it over,..

L.5. Vhen Lenin and Trotsky took over, you thought that was all right, too?

D,K, I, I figured it was all right,

L.B, Yeah,

D.K. Cf course I didn't know, I didn't see what they do, :

L.Z2. Yeah, : :

D,K., 3Rut here they, they occur@ed our town. :
1,5, Yeah, §

D.K. Und, uh, I, I see what they do, so I say, "iio, that's not communism, That's :
arbarism, * ' §

oy

L.2. Fow tell me sonething, You didn't like the Poles,,.and you didn't like the
Russians, but when the Russians came in, to take back ta,.,land that had been
theirs vreviously,,.

D.K. Teah,
L2, .,.you felt that was barbarism, why?
- DK, ot hecause tBey, they coveted land, I mean the way they treated the peorle,
€ L.3. Chhh, Cn

D.K, That's why. And it, you know, when they came,it was, uh, uh, ever®vihing,
you couldn't buy eSven a pound of bread,....you know, they, it,it, you're not
allowed to have a store, wee had a store, we had to close the store. My father
had merchandise, they requisitioned it....they took it away, everything, You
know what havpened in, in the first years, in FRussia, So we,; wem were suffering

s from thgt. S50 we were Tiguring, uh, that,”bojouri, a bhojouri, everything on the
bojourl, my father was a merchant. You know what I mean?
L,2, Yeah,
2. K. And we had a store, 30, when, then when the, then when the RBolsheviks camng
in,..we had no more store, my father wasn't a merchant,...so we were starvin:,
ol me,..evervbody, N
L.2. Yesh, (+ause). iow, roland, the -olish Army...got rid of the Russians,
didn't they? : '
DK, TYes,
L3, They did? Yhat year was that?

K. It was 2, un, 2, in our...town, the Russians were about 2 weeks, only, 2,

2 months,..2 months, And then the ioles chased them out,

L,#, And then the borders went back to what, uh....uh, the treaty...the...

D.K. The border was...went back far waway from our town, about 100 miles, Russian

miles, maybe.

L.3. Yeah,

D.K., {(FPause). Til near iilnsk...

=l
Q

L.B, Yeah,
B D.K. Almost near fiinsk,
( %.B. Yeah, 30, then there was still an indeyendent Ioland. Did you go bhack to

. foland then? _
D.X. I have to go back, of course, ®yeah, then I came back,
L.2, Yeah,
D.K, lhen the, the roles came back,
L,8., Yeah,
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D.K. 3ee, T ran away decause I didn't want to o to the, ... hussisn sriy,
L. hasisn Armyr, uh, vean,

2.5, ihen ®.oland took it over,..

L.2. Yealr,

D.H%e  ve.tr cane back to soland,

L, i, low, then, you said, then there were hard tires, so thal was vhen you lelt

for Antwezn:,
g,8, Yeah, that waos in 19,,..25,
L.%, Uh, so that was quite, that was alnost 5 years later.
J.K, Yeah, 5, 6 vears later.
.. Right.
Then I went to Eelgiuvm, and from Zelziuw I came here,
So vou got here about what year?
Heally I came here in £ 1927,
That was quite late,
Tes,
tost Jews had come much earlierx.
linch earlier?
The Eastern uuropean Jeus, the ma...the, nost of them cawe much earlier,
Tes,
(Long pause). Did you come straivht to, uh, the United States, or...
New York,
You did? You didn't go to Canada? How did you get here?
I was a stowaway,
Oh, that's right., S50, you didn't have papers, you didn‘*t have anything.
Wothing, I had no papers, I didn't have no passport, nothing, the passport
rew it away, because I"m afraid if I have a, uh, the passport,..maybe, uh,

= ® a2 =2 & & & =
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he police will get me...

.B. Yesh, .

£, And 1 had no visa, nothing, in the passport, so I threw away the pﬁssport.
(Hhisbering -- I want to see! ). S0, here you are,

h‘&j

egally, dhere's your wife?
Fiy wife, back in Belgium,
She stayed?
D.K. She stayed there for 3 years. Uh, after I was 3 years here...so the Congress
made a new la#, all the one that came in illegally, they §h0uld report to the
police.,,and they'll legallize them, Then I brouzht my wiBe...and our child, I
had one child then.,.,,the older boy, '
L.Z., How did you BRearn a living during those 3 years, if you were here illegally?
D.K. U¥Well, I had here a cou31a, who nad a factory....of underwear, ladies'
undervwear,
L,3. vm hm.
D.K., He's still here, 30, he tcok me in, in the shov, and he learned me a trade,
te he a cutter.
3, m hn,

JKe And then I went to school, and learned pattern making, and designing.
L,3

K
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L,3. Where did you go to schoel?

DK, In llew York,

L.2, I know, what, what school? Who ran the school?

D.¥X. It was a private school,.,College of Designing, they used to call it, I
don't know what, uh, if the, th# school still exists or not. Eut they had a
private school, they called College of Desinging, by the name of Rosenfeld,
And E went there a short time, and I learned Bthe trade...pattern making,
desipning, And I remained with this line,,,.til I retired.

L.B, ihon did you work for?

Hell, the first, uh, Jjob, I worked for my cousin, you know,

Yo, I mean as a design naker, and a pattern maker?

jo, first, as a cutter I worked for my cousin,
3. Yes,
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O, Then I, then I, 1 learned...the irade, patiern-meldnc,..s0 I zot a Job
tovousih 2, . .8 nevsjarer, it was a, &, a nsuspaper, Inglish nevsvaper, "The worla"
if you remember.

dag iy fes,

UK. "ithe dorld”,

L,2, Yes.

p,&, TIn, in the VYorld, 1t was an advertisement, they were looking for a iattern

naker, And, so I answered it, the, the, uh, the ad, with a letier; and then 1

was called for an interview; and they put me on, and I was working there 31 years
1n one place,

Vhat firm was that? Do you remenber?

Yhat Tirm?

Yean.

You mean what was the name of the firm?

Yeah, '

Uh, uh, uh..,Livingston Brothers, Livingston Zrothers,

Was it men's clothing, or women's?

Ho, no, vh,..

It was wonen's?

Yomends, women's clothing, we used to make, uh,,,blouses, skirts, beachwear...
Fm hm,

Slacks..,um..,bras...dnd I was, uh, beauly designlng all that,

Uh huh, :

I vas a designer. snd I worked thers, the same place, until I retired...3l years.
tow, did you go to school while you vre in the United States, at all? Did

u learn inglish through school?

K, I went to scheool, I started to go, uh, in a school, to a private school, it was
o school,® Freraratory 3chool, on Fast Iroadway,

-
-
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R Yeah
K. It was a private school., Uh,..it used to cost 310/month, So I went for a
couple months, and then I had to stop because, in the place where I was working,
I had to work overtine...
L.,2, Fm nm,

Koo .., 11 7:00, 8:00 in the evening. So....and work Saturdays, and sometines
Sunday, half a day. So,..rhysically it was impossible,
L,2., Yeah, yeah,
DK, I used to work about 60 hours a week, 50 hours, 60 hours; so I had to stop igt.
L.%, im. (Fause). Do you do much, are you still reading? Did vou do much reading
durang this time, or were you so, uh, working so many hours that you weren't avle
to read? :
p,K. Umm, yes, I'M1l tell vou, ¥hen I learned tne trade....und, I felt I could,
uh, earn some more, so I got a job, so I was working 5 days a week only, and I
belonged to the union, I had to belong,,.the unien,,.,.
L5, Amalgamated Glothing orkers,
K, ...the shops were,..uh, not Amalgamated, International,
5. L.L.G,i{.U,
K. International,
B, Yeanh, U.K. _
D.K, See, I was not, I didn't get anything from the Union, because I was the
nmanager of the place, foreman,
L.B, Ohh,
D.K. 3Dut, see, the shop was a union shop, so I had to belong to the union, too,
And T belonged to the union, and we used to work 35 hours a week,...,uh, we weren't
allowed to work more,.,.uh, I was not allowed to work overtime, So I only worked
35 hours a week, 5 Bdays a week, so I had plenty time to read and to study, and
go to museums, and,,.und, un, I bad a class,..pll my time, I had a class Friday
night, with a group, and studied with them the Eible, and Talmud, 211 the time.
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was your 2lace of worlk?
lost @joh, which was 31 ysars, WaS Of....
ross acy's, iacyts on..  hetveon B%th

#work was in, un, tie los
taird Street, and Sroadivar, ac

(111\(_.‘ L)

that rizsht? Yeah,
D.5. acy's was 3rd and bth...
JI..'. . Yeah.
D,¥. And our shoe was just acrcss facy's on 33vd Street, on 331rd Street, and,
ui, between Zroadway and 7th Avenue, I was there, I was 31 years in the same tlace,
gtill I retired,,.until I retired,
iL.Z, Bo you had to come down from the “ronx, to Lanhattan, every day?
D,K, Yeah, that's right, veah, I went by the subway, of course,
L,D. Yeah, ind where were all the, where was tno study group, and so on?
D. K. Study grouv was in the 3ronx, '
L,2, 1n the Feronx?
0,4, Yeah, :
L.B, vhat kind of people, were, did you live amonzst Jews up there?
0,8, All the time, all among Jews,,,.sure, Iron,,.Sronx was a Jewlsh neighborhood
81l the tine,
L5, Yas it, uh, Bastern RTuropean Jews, or were there German Jews, too?
D.E,.  Hmm, U, no, mm, German Jews were, nayoe sone of ther, one or two...It was,
uh, used to have, uh, Galicians, Rumanians,,,uh, Russian Jews, mostly Russian
uews. rolish Jews,...Hungariang, you know, all kinds,
3. Hm ohm,
D.K, Tmmigrants,
LB, Iim ha,
I,K. Some of them American born already,
L._‘-?’. ‘!ea.h.
DK, And T used to, we had a...l used to belong to a Zionist organization. In
the Dronx we had....a club, the,...the nane was...The ¥West Zronx racli Zionists,
You know what the peoli Zionists? 30 we used to, we had a club, we used to meet
every Friday night, Und,....hefore we started the meeting, we..,.you koow it, uh,
it wags a pholitical Ofﬁ*anlzatlon, a Zionist organigation, sc we used to study
the Bible, And I was, Friday, I was the teacher there.
L2, mmbhm,
D, I didn't get maid for that,
aeny o,
DX, It was Just a hobby,
2.2, Yeah...xwight,
DK, I, I did it for 40 years,
L,2. Tell me something. Uh, we, W2 ask everybody the same question. If wou had,
you cane to.,.sntwerp, and you lived there 3 years?
D.¥. 2 years,
L.3. 2 years, And you learned a trade,
B.K. Yes, .
L,3. And you were there from, uhhh, '26 to '28, Is that correct? 1026 to 19287
D,H. '25, yez, when the.,.in '25 to ‘27,
L,Z, From 1525 to 1927, At that time, did it ever occur to you, as a Zionist,
to go to *alestine?
D.K. Yes, But,..I'll tell you, It was very hard to ®go to Falestine, youR kaow,..
when the 3En3llsh mandate was there,
L.8, Yeah.
30, it was linited,.,
. tes, I Lnowu,

o
Rl
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Dmeisration, ther Lindtedl, You conld only mo if ron nac SU00..,,rubie,,,
an rullasg, Aud bhen, uh, the, uh,, 17 vou had 1000 zouniz, snclish rouads

lio, in "22 it was no,..uh, ..

It was still easy?

It was easy, ryeah,

Yeah?

Teah,

2ut nokody was much interested, then.

flell, who had noney to go there?

Yeal, _

You know, in, in lalestine, there was no factories therc..,

Ripht, right,

Unless you, you'd be a chalutz,

Rirht,

A Tioneer,

Right,

Uh, not, un, every...want to be, wanted to be a ploneer,

ilo,

And then, uh, I was already married, so I couldn't, I have to support a

¥, 50 I couldn't go pioneering there,...und work for a, just for, to make
o eat, to, to get room and bLoard, that's all that they made there.

Fm hm, So you were a communist for 2 nmonths?

For 2 months, until I, until I, I recoznized them, I, I gaw then,

Teah,

So I dropped lt. _

dere you ever a socialist?

I, I'm still a socialist,

In the sense of a foall Z1,.,

roall Zionists were soclalists, sure,

O

ter,

=

1932,

't have the nmoney, IT you had tuatv kind of money, »ou _wi, you get a visa,
i ;ou Adidn't have the noney vou couldﬂft o tE erc...uajo 35 on et a certificate
Tvoi an organization, und thils, it was haxd to get, rou nad to have, vou had %
" have a null, rou know, do I covldn't zo o ~alestine, ind then, |
I was married alyeady,
L., i i, gt
S,¥,  Apd the family was in Iioland,hﬁa, for 3 years, They cars to Bintwer:n af
uiyy later.,
1.2, You nmean your wife and vour child?
3w, Yeab, my wife,.,
L.E Yeah,
DK<, J.,and child, there, So I had to make a living,
L5, Yean,
DX, Und I had a chance to go America, so I went to America,
L.7. (lause). I see, Unen did the, uh, I don't remenber now, what year did th
Zritish clamg down on the amount of immigration? Uas it about 19237 Do you
remember?
D%, Un, no, later,
1.2, I was later than that?
D.iv, It was in 1929, '28, And then, uh; then when the White :aier, that's in
The White raver, if you remember,
L,Z2, Yeah, It... _
B,K, Unh, it wvas afier the pogroms, they had the pogroms from the,,.from the
Arabs, 50 the,..Zritish was afralid for the irabs...
32, Yean,
0.,¥, Und they had to satisfy then,
L,%, Right,
DX, So they limited immigration,
L2, Right. T thouzht it was earlier than that, It was '20, not '32, was 1t?
s '22.
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Joined an or_rinls
sionists were
. eyes, offtthon

only thin® wou ever Joined?

K the Forhond, you now, thal loenigshurz helongs,
a socilalist orpanization,
L.h oW wnat is the Brorbond? Uow was it C‘fferbnt from the rosll Zion?T
DK, Yell the difference, Forbond, hesides we're a socialistht,,.we are, ui...
a fTraternal organization, foo,
L.2, Un huh,
DK, Buprosed,..there are cemeteries,
i, Soclal,..oh,
DX, ¥ith doctor service.
L.2, O0Oh,
D.¥%, You Inow, And...
L,B, VUhat does '"Forboni" @nean?
D,K, Torbhond means, w.i...un.,.an organigation, thatv, to glve...forbond neans
"tozethexr"
L.2, "To hind™,
DK, "o hind gtogether,
L. @i,
2 B,K, To vind togetner these kind of weoile with ethem®se ideas,
éz L.z, km hmn,

D.K., That neans "forbond," See, the forwonu is rea11y more, nNo¥...nore than a
freternal crganization. Since the esta®lishment of Israel, so we have very little
to do with volietics, :olitics Isrvasl is doing now,
L.: f Yeah . .
D.X. zefore we had tc make the jpolities foxr then.
L.3. Yeah,
DK, low they do it themscl#ves,
L.Ze Yeah,
DK, 2Put it's still remains a freaternal organization,
—,3. Un huh,
D.i, They have cemeteries,y they have doctor service. And, uhr, they have cultural,
., .. oro, . . irojects,

I Uh huhb,

¥V D,K., Unh, a journal, they call it’

#, Ch, is that the Forbond journal?
That's the Forbond Journal,

L
k]

‘k‘

3. I,

K. It...it's the Forbond journal,
3 M hm,

Forhond, uh, the Zionists...together,
Let me see now, how we're doing. Lo, we still have sore tlme on here, low,,..
There's "The Frontier", our IZnglish rajer,
s That's a Farbond paperg

Teah, "The Frontier", Forbond and :oali Ziocnist are the same thing. You ever
"The Frontier"?

llo, I'm Jjust trving to...

It's in the Enzlish language,

Teah, no, I never saw it, Iow, I want to see if there's anything that I
should have asked you that I didn't., Tell me something.,...ihen you sere growing
Ul s ¢« « Who were vour heroces?
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;‘;. _ . iy lheroes &y WoTE.. e t0e Jecish nlstoric berces,
ot‘° SEY ,'the raccaces, fovn hnow wRo the Laccatees uere’

FO ' t"c‘

e, *1“....Lne tanozim and the ansurls:, Lou xnow whaet the JTanoyin is%

e e . a minate, .,

Nk, ‘ranorin neahs, ..,

e o Ther weve the ones that put together the Tanach,

H,E. L. tihe ones that collected the Talmud,

e Risnd,

0,K,. ol Tanach, the Telmud,

e te o Uhy not the Tanach? The Talmud?

K. The Talmud, The Tanach was a different grou ...And these are the heroes,
£t Gabbl ARiva, ., uby, !t , which you kKnow, if wou know,,,.

.7, Yes,

B, ,.,if you ever heaxdl the nane,

" L,2, Yeah, yeah,

s D,K, This kind of peovle....those were my heroes, by hero was Abram? -

1

gy
L,3, Un huh, :
D.X., King David, King Solomon, and so forth, tnev were my neroes, and they
are my heroes up to foday. _
L%, Well, did you read...in modern rolitical Zionism?
Q.A._ Cf course,
o5,  How, who did vou read?

DK, Herzl came,

.. .3, Teah,
egd sy DLk, Dr, flerzl., And, all the followers of herzl, like Dr.? ; Dr.'

r, Shnver levin, and so forth, B the whole zroup,
2,2, Did you ever hear Sanyer Levin?
D,¥, Yes, I did.
L7, I just read his autoblography.
3,K. Yeah, Dr., Shmyer LevinBRsure,
L.2., Yeah, )
D.X., I heaxd hinm in Antwgerp, in Eelgiun,
L.7, You dign
.E. He was the best sneaker I ever heard in my life,
ivvie Chy his bock is so beautiful,
Y. K. The best speaker I ever neard in my life, HYe suoke in, un, in, uh, in Jewish,
but not Jewlsh, nostiy Cerman,
L2, Yeah, He was a Russian,
2.4, Me was a Hussian, sure,
i, Yeah, Zut he had trouble learning kKussian, as I,..I'm remembering now; he,
he was, un, Yiddish, I mean he spoke ¥Yiddish, He had trouble learning Russian,
and he had trouble learnins German., "e,,. '
¢5.'D,, Yeah, but still he was a, a very’ . man,
L.%. 7Yeah, oh he was a brilliant man, yes.
DK, Z2riliiant man, he was a Russian doctor,
L.B., Yeanh, His book was just beautifyl,
D.K. Yeah, I read his, uh, books, in Helwrew,
4.8, In ;ebrew? '
0D,K, Yeah, He wrote it in Hebrew, in the beginning.
(' '~ L,B., Fe di,..what, his autobiography?
K. Uh, yes, he wrete it in Hebrew. And then they translated it in...(ajhshﬂ
Z, Ye was friends with Jabotimsky?
K. Yeah, they're from the same town, they lived in the same tomn,
®, And Behod Achan,
K, Who?
L,B, @Nchod Acham,
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e ﬂc“oﬁ Acham, ¥es, risht,

4 ol et Jo el
@é 0.5, Aud {Msnkin,
Led. Wight, ile nmentjons, .,
v E Siefshkin,
L., Hight, he mentions all those hames,
LK, Yeah, and Sishkin, and' , and so fovth,
L, Did you read these, right, right, &id you read all tnese jeoile?
.., Uf course, I still have the hooks.
i llow, were you,; were these heroves of vours, ioo, or not?

0., Un yean, sure, 3ince I becane a u_oqist thacse wore my heroes, You know,
they, they cxreated the Zionist organization, You know, it's thanks to them we
q@ve Israei., If not, there, if not Jabotinsxy, and, and Dr, Shmyer Levin, and
blshkln, never, it would never haruen anything, They organized

it. They travelled to, uh, the whole world, and they orzanized organsziations, and

5" branches all over the world, and clubs. And that's what became the Zionists'® (st
the Zionist organlzab1on.
LB, Bo, fron gwes Ducope, when you came here, you still contiaued your actzaitles ;
in that sanme organization? :
0,K, Yes, of course,.
&,2,  And uh,..now, vhen you left roland, vou lefi,...vour mother and father there?
D,K. ieft my mother and father, lost ry ¢REM® sister,and 2 brothers, younger
brothers.,
L,%, Did they ever cone over here?
D o, ...they never canme over here. And what havpened with them, like with
all Jews, in the lazi concentration camws,..in T*eollnka, in Auscnwitz., I know

_ 5% my, my mother, know, #he was in Treblinka. You kaow, *
€ nothing left, uvh, I was the only one left in my family,
- 1.B., You?

D.K. The only one, There were, my sister was navrled,,&ﬁn children, my 2

“brothers was married, my mother was allve,,.
L3, They never wanted 1o come hexe?
D,¥, Well, or they never considered it, I don't know. They made a living there,
L.>, Yeah, life was, the, uh, many roles say this, many rolish Jews, Life was
not bad’thexre, .
DK, Life was bad, if they want to make, uh, the wveovle, they emade a living,.,
Lot Yes
D.E., ...they dida't have to go to America.
L,:. Right.
D.K.. Ther had their own houses.
L.B. Yea‘{l.
DK, The family's there...they, s@all children, they 5o to school...
L,%., Taat's right,
0,4, ...the yeshivas, and in cheder. So it's hard, you know, to...to brea@k off
everythinz, and come here and, to a new language, you know it's a...
L.i., They didn't...know,.. :

1,3, And who could, who could see what was going to hapren?
D.X, Yeah, that's a natural thing, here, nobhody would,...know what hacpened,
L.%, (long vause), So,..but your wife has family in Israel?
D.K. Uh, ves...ny wife had a brother in Israel,
L%, Yeah,
(ﬂ D.K. The, uh@® rabbi,..ny wife's brother was a rabbi in Antwerry,
‘ L

b

L

D

L

L.,B, Th™.that's right.
K. And then, uhib.,.and then he went to Israel, he was the rabbi in Tel Aviv,

he chief rabbi in Tel Aviv, my wife'’s brother.
B, Onh, he was?

{, Yeah,

L, 2, i,



J.5. Lero, walt, wilce one 1s 117 {Jalvluy awvay from vecorter), Thils is ny
hrother-in-law, oy wife's wrothox,

0. et ne see, You 'mow something, ' osolins to sav th
the tare,

T, Ly _’Lll ik,
Rt 07T /

]

Lo, T wanted to Just Rnow whether vou uosuld say, as ol i nat your
Tamliy 1i¢e, when rou were noie, as & 004 I
Do, Yes., 1 liked wre reshiva, rou Lnou, L vas in love,,.with tre

?almua, witn the bools,

L, Yealh,

- D.H. I was studying for 18 hours a day, e call it a’ ¢ you know,
To study steady, call it”?

L5, Like the boy the,..Zlalik wrote about?

DK, Tohat's Bight.

L.,B, Yeah, '

D,X, 530 I loved it. I was not, uhhh,’ y ¥ou know, I was not...fanatic,
but I, I loved the, the books. That's where I was glad, and I was very sorry.,.
after, I was in yeshivas Ffor 7 years, I was in yeshivas, out of town, out of my
homfe, T used to come home once & year, that's all., But then...

1.3, So this was the napriest time of your 1ife?

D,&, That's right, the happiest time of my life was in the yeshivas., T was there
a wnole vear in the yeshiva, I used to come only for resach, that's all...,once

a yeay, ind the rest was, was in yeshiva,

L,2, Would wvou say that your family life was happy?

u, ¥, Uhhh,,,. .

L.B, Your, with your mother and your fatner and your b¥others, and so on,

D.K. Well, uonmm,..it was friction sometimes. I had a sister, she was, uh, vou

know, not so good-natured, So I had little frictions,

I.,3, How did gyou get along with your f@ther?

D.X, 0O,n.

L._'J. \}h.u.

D.X. With ny father and mother, I got along all rizht, Pul withm my slister
I didn't get along,

L., Yeah, ¥ell that's not so important as a mother and a father.

D.X., Yeah,

L,3, A mother and a fathex, for example, did they approve of what you were doing?
D,K, ¥Yeah, sure...

3. They did?

D, ...they sent me to yeshiva, they sent me money...

L3, Tes,

DX, ...1t cost me noney there.

Yeah, Sc they wanted you to go?

DX, Yes. Sure, they, they used to send me 7 rubles a month....for room and board,
that's all it cost there.,..7 rubles.

L2, And that was...that..,

|4
5
.

B.K, That was every nonth,

L.,Z., That was your life, too.

DK, It was my 1ife, weah,

L.B, &o, then when you,.,

D.K, T used to be a boarder in a room, there,

L.B., 8o then when you had to earn a living, and supmort a family, how did you
feel then? o

D.X, Uell, Athere comes a time when you get narried, uh, to...uh, raise a family,
s0 I had to do something, So I went to, in business, esame thing in my father's
huginess, with skins, you know, raw skins,

L.2. Yeah, yeah, ‘ui you isam would not,,..

D,K. I had a store, I orened a store, with a partner, a hardware store,

i
|
§
i
H
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L 0L Dnterviewer: Luclille “roim

L Asi ou ig, ...

. . A .- .. -
it o dnute. .. (. BB . L Luda s G,
! connﬁnaad stwlrin: Telnud?

iT vou had a ehiolee, oun would x A=A :
That's gight, IF uOL, v, the Lerrans, 1 ot the Uax, I wouldn't have
e, 1t, at thal tlne. :
hat would vou have done thenT 3u._ose there vns no gar,
o, o, hecause there is no Jar, I was Firuring to zo to “erlin,
feah,
In Serlin it was a ’;eminary.
\ Yoal

D.5, A, a Zainbinical Senminaxy,
L,%, Yeah,
2.%. To study there, not to be a rahhl, not to be a ra,..a rah,
L,5, ho, .
D,¥., Just,..for the sake of studring,
L.z, Yeah, :
DX, That's what I rlanned, Zut then the iar broke oui, and uh,,,uh, all this,
uhhh, worked out otherwise... '
L.3. All »right, now, supnose you had gone to Zerlin, and becoms a, ewell, you
would have been a Doctor of ‘Theclozy, something like that,
D.K., That's right, Doctor,;f *hilosorhy...
L2, Tght? Night, Then wha*? Tou would hagve...
D,K. Thet was my tlan, to study in Berlin,.,.in..,
L.5. Anhh, :
DK, In, ub.,.,Chainm Heller Zeminar, that was the Seminax,
L, Chain Heller? :
LK, Chaim Heller, Rabbi Chaim leller,
T, Yeah, '
0., He was in America, later,
L,7, Thet was an Orthodox Seminaxry?
DK, That was an Srthodox Seminery in Terlin,
L,%, Yealr, and,.,.
DK, That was my yplans, If the, if the Yar wouldn't vreak out, I would another
vear be in yeshiva... '
L,z, Yeah,
D.X. And then I woBuld, uh,..try to go to Zerlin, or to Frankfurt. That was, uh,
tihe hest laces to study, there.
L.2, Yean,
e In Cermany,
L, 2, And then vou would be a teacher after that?
U.E. Then, uhh, I don't know, you can't make lans.
L.l Ho, :
D.K, TFy vlansg was @to study, to know, te learn. And if you learn, you can find
a way, you know, :
L=, Yeali, liow, uh,..

‘DK, But, in that,’ y the Var,....un, you know, broke up all my plans,

destroyed all my nlans,

1.2. How,..because the W...vh, how did, so once the Har was over, vyou couldn't
continue this?

DK, Pirst place, I got narrled... during the HYar...

L,2, You got married, that was your mistake. (lauchs).

DK, And I had a baly. 5o I, I had to, to work...I went intc business,

L,2. Yeah, veah, I sce.,....l see,
D.K. Sure, I used to,.,.with the girl I narried, uhnh, 3 years he....unh, aﬂd 3

yvears before I got married.

L. 3. Teah,
"51DLVKL le got used to it, so0 L...

L.y. Yeah,




55 Interviewer: Lucille Sroim

NI 1't, coulint't e
e et igl, Ioseo, ST vl o Sretty sueh, uh, wha, . rou would
GAL, G “hatl vour Tawily 1ife wag,.. rettiy : let you 4o

vanted, actualis, Is that

assed me, 1f 1§ was 0w now, vhat wonld 1 ostart, ynat

aouldd go to reshiva, and stuay,” Lot to be a doctor,..

T . . . . . . L
el .00 8 layyer,..just studr, aAnd then...what you develos from it, vou hely
make soie difference $irith it,

=, s fean, _

771 _ (Tase ends)
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