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Lol W
Harrv Cohen _ 1
Interviewer: Imcille Rrown

Q. 50, hello?
A, Hello.
Q. Just relax. We®ll start,. .these tapes will go into a

aollaction at Union College and then they will be printed up.
A, For posterity? |

Q; Yes, and for the students. Especlally for the students.
To listen to, so that they will learn hisﬁory from the people

_ Iwho experienced it. Do ydu understand?

A, X do. I hope I do. However, commence,

O, Alright, s0 we commence with vour name.

A, Thats easy, Harry ceken( oKif) . Hirsche [

Q. And when were you.horn?

A, In the last centurvy, 1898.

Qe Bame as Mattie. Same vear,

A. Approximately so, veah,

O. And where were vou bhorn?

A, Yon mean the-lncation? It is something like White

Russia, and yod want the city too? A very small town by

"the name of Senno. I'm gining vou the Russian spelling,

0. What is the polish spelling?
A; No, I sav Russian Spelling.
Q. There was no Polish spelling? I have three maps, I

left all of them homne,
A: Let me see, this is,.

e Its not quite White Russia though. Its eastern. I
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Hata ¥ro
think there—ts iwe eastern,

Chermc}od} Mo e’
A, Bee Gomel, Sharego, Me%eiv, that was..

Q. Is that where vou were?
3Senno
B No, this is a part eenter, was a part of that state,
You see Senno a was a part of Mogeliev, |
Q. ()f the province of Mogeliev?
| Be Yes, but Senno I don't see. I see Gomel, I see
Cherniqov.
Q. It might not be..
9 Ekatersno S/atic
A. Poltava is alreadv the southern pa:::'t./l This is al-
readv.
Q. Here is another map. Ytz a little darker. You're
all prepared. I jmst %ove it.
K\ysk, Ove _ S
0. Now Kusia, Miwksmak, SwolensK.
Q. Ig that not good?
Vilna, Mk §brus K Hogp eV Vitebs!<
A, Yeena meansi k. Meegiewe again. And Vevsk.

vie Second sy ifable,

You don'+ have to stretchn.the first one.

difebs o1 e fw iw Videkote

Q.

A, but I don't see Senno hecause..
Qs Its probabhly too small, .
Bobruiek., Minek,, 200 hese. '
A, Thts right. Now Brusvsk maans oldest towny, city cnhcfb

are very well familiar to me.

Qe Which was the nearest to your town?
A, Wechipsk .\fr”e/'o% K

(}a Yeah and thats White Russia.

A, Yea,
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Q.

Kingdom of Poland?

And that means that at one time that was part of the

A. I'11 tellil you many centuries ago. But otherwise, other=-
Bmce WLW WQ/LUKP&
wise it was a part of Prussia, Russia, IWIE 1795.
0. 1795 or 179872
A, Approximately so.
Q.

So you were born in 1996 and in a town of Senno and
what was the population of the town?
A,

Ao

Are vou referring to the ¥Yiddish population?
A,

Well first, tell me the Yiddish population.

Maybe, well about a thossand or so,
Q.

Thousand pople?
A,

Yeah, and I'll tell vyou why T am sort of floubtful and
undecidad.

By some sort of a chance, unexpectedly, ¥ ran into

the, enavclopedia brittanicas Bver there I unexpeceedly, I
disecovered the name of Senno,

And they stated ﬁgi?the population
of Yenno consisted of four thousand;whicﬁ I would violentl% deny.
Ge What vear were thev talking about? i
A.

Yts, I'1l tell vou, it was the‘zgggg
published I think 1in 1890 or something like that.
Qe

v
1

edition which was
!
Cause the 1lth was alrady 1911, |
A. Right. So X don't helieve it makes much difference_éoég
ir?
A,

L

Well no, you see there was a book written recentl?} calle
The Jews of Poland, by a man named Bernard

« You kriow

Moy
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the book I'm talking about? I really enjoved it and he,.
hiszaétimates of the population of what he called Poland
at that time, that was before the partition, varied from

.what the official estimates had heen up until the time he

j o
fﬁ wrote his book, He saild there was really no wav of knowing

what the real population was.

J;’A.t, Right. You see, relevant to the location, in this

ot el Sonn o i
j'vasa,ﬂafter the first world war, and after the second, the

fhing had been twisted up, Russia was we all know had Poland éLZ&ﬂﬂﬂuﬁu"
Latiria, ¥ESHmia

an@ all of a sudden after the filrst world war, Poland hecanme

W1 cbpl s/
xnﬁependent Mw cwmhmgﬂw G?arﬂ He cali-i+ the second. Dwvwij ho

Wd/u MM;
Well I'm agoing to give them their independence, Okay. After

the second world war, things had kind-of sort of turnedup
/
'?haégﬁgide down and Poland, tofa sizable chunk from White

Russia. Latvia became independent. Aand they took a sizable

Vifebsk
chunk and particularly, they ripped it off from ¥Wrestisk, the
Vifebsk
state of Yxestisk.
Q. Is that right?
A, And today you know, i b“*“mj‘g QSM Vo Was a net
result, they took a part of )of the state of Mogoliev,
'z 4@@)@ Vitfebs k
and added that to Xwes#isk, that is to the state of Yrestiak.
Vitebsic

So otherwise, Yuwetdsk, probbly would be half of what it #8WTo .
and well today they still have it the same way thev have

divided it at one tinme,

Qo Bewtween who? Russia? ' )
L‘“LL&MJJJ

Al Russia owns it now. Russia owns Ntvia and Poland
A
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£ sdo ntcs
o GECARYARLA and Hizegffa; And Poland, although Poland
QNI 4
is independent, but here It is supposed to be the hoss,
Gehyig

gear®d by the way the secretary of the party in Poland, sayd

fn
something like Breshev is now...he thinks so vou know, but

et g
the bhosses say vou will rusdes-us
Ge 50 vou come from Senno. X want to make sure thats

turning and you think there were about a thasand people.

A thousand Jews. How many non Jews?

A. I probably would sav, another 1500. However, thev did
not live in the same confines the Jews lived. It was at one
end of the town and some at another end of the town}they had
gort of likef§£$£2§; vou knw what I'm talking about?

e Villages.,. ﬁgz&4¢aﬁﬂ;'5J
A. Yes, and thev had it four parts of the tc)w.n,.l And I |

could not tell exactly whaﬁ)approximately & quess, a rﬂaaonﬁhi

y

quess,. ,
0. 1500. )

Al Approximately, so ves. _ g

0. 80 what vou're saving is the Jews all lived in onelbér ;

of the town.. 1.{

A, In the center of town, B

G And the non Jews livedin four different parts. /umﬁﬁk;dnf
A, Thats right. Because non Jews had been farmers and bhey-

3 jde
W% the wealthiest séﬁe, 80 vout know, vou couldn't do farming

in town. 8o they.at the outskirts ef and this is it.
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Q. Now what nationality were the non Jews? Were thev.,
Ruthenian or Russian or Poles or what?

A, Primarily Russians, Or lets see, Vhite Russians,
F'Aqain and again vou know I was surprised about the White

Rigsians and they have a language practically their own. Which
_ o AY

there is verv little from Russia. I always thought that was

a very crude Russian. But, the commE)l from so called White.

Ru‘fssia; which was at that time in kke @lﬂ& s Latvia, where
1
we came from, well we lived in Réga}Latvia prior to our coming

here, And I needed a passport in order to have ¥ rred a
vﬁsa and I had no passport, My reason for coming for to

Liadvia. g Kig
Laneii was+~I claimed I come from Reda, We com @ From Regos

80 they let us in, but then we had to prove it. WE couldn't.
At least if I could apeak German, ¥ know some, but nolenoucgh.,
Bo as a net result, Y got in touch with my brothers and that

is a story in itself, I never knew their addresses, although
¥ had jﬁ/ﬂv‘fm W‘ﬁ in one town and three sisters in the

same town. In this countryv. In the state of Rhode Island.

) '
Pauntucket Rhode Islandz.did vou ever hear it?

Q. Sure.

A, My town? ?WWZ

148 Its a big town.,

A, Yeah, how did yéu-happen to know it?

0. Its on the map.; Mmericans from the northeast would know

Pautucket}khode IslandQ
|
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A). . Now ¥'11 #ell vou that you probably know it because

II aome from there.

'Qaﬁ- S0 you come from Senno and vou have a thousand Jewieh

families anqlapproximatelg,and most of the people around vou

Were ,,.e Russians, :iﬁnnon Jaws., ka

_h, 1W@11.I'1l tell vou. fThe ethnic grouping, we had  say,

;;Cathﬁlﬂcs,wiad gome Poles. Now agai# vou know, it would lead

me vek?;far fromj; ¥ have to deviate from,~we had very wealthy
- Prehizom Poretz Povetr

farm owners. ¥Pretwsin. You know what a Polits is? The Polit

is # ‘owner of a big estate.

Qe _f ‘“hats in Russian then? Notin folecho>
o ' o F’JB
A. = Yeah, Relits=is in Viddish., But in POlish they call
Pans Heo
them Q pRwT. Now it so happened and that goes back vou know9‘HV 7
(-,'firl i,
lat say léth, 17th centurv when they, the so called land OWHErS. .
_ Dvoryarcm A Ut

Q. Droxreni, wasntt ik?

Dvpryamiw prince, ]
A. Brereni is a Russian, not a #pdxy but nobleman. WWe had
K/pﬂﬁ'f'lmm ) \.

. ¥, that means peasant. Then, the oity dwsellers..
0.  Gorodndkis. I don't remembe that. j
A, But I'll tell vou many vears back, the CPZ“A*JC- 5

c?overnment, I think I would run back lets say to Alexandeia éxh¢a”“£@b

the lst. ‘hat was the beginning of the last century. He sort

Czarins
of and a lettle hit hefore fhat it ws the Yarena, Catherine .
) l/wxw-or PMM
the (reat. She gave, Ezi—the estates to th@ ?olish, to the posie
e PN@"U DMLl ﬁd«v&—ﬁéﬂ Lol
d I'1) tell vou, thay ; C thgzywn estate~ they

had Russian slaves and for one reason or another, the Russian
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government tolerated it and not onlv that, he even probably

supported it, That was until Alexander the 2nd. Almost the

. kuncaln ot was) ; e
game time, Ww-seme, nearlv the same, heewwse in the middle ?/
nibnke periJoimd

1860's,ﬂA1exander the 2nd, freed the so called Russian pea=-
sants from slavery. I'1ll tell youjthe nature of the slavery

nf the Russian was veryv much different from the slaves here,

been
vor know. But they have sgtill kedme sonething like gslaves.

| pndepil Yo T2y,

But 711 tell vou this is T ;f = g,
e No, not completlv, But iﬁéokay. How tell me abhout

vonr familv. You said vou had ¥#ive brothers and three sister?
A, Actually I had six, Iﬁ=%&%?.£ﬁu4€‘7ﬁwzﬂ/JZ%;'/¢¢¢3i7dt'
e S0 there were ten children?

.A. Hleven, 8Sewven brothrs, four sister. One I never knew,
Never and imagine she lived in the United States and she passed
away)prior to mny coming)and I never knew her. However, her
children, somkof them,or one of them)is residing here, and she
comes to visit me frequently. This besides the point again.

e Now and then a mother and father? Your mother and
father. You all lived in one place?

A, In Senno, Now at the heginning of the century, 1504,

my first brother, that is escaping from conscription,”mavbe we
should talk Yiddish?

0. No hecause these will be English, .-

A, Escaping consciption, which was very undesirable for

Jewsa,
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Qe Why?

A, Because thev have been oppresgsed. A soldiar vou know
B PRT :

ﬁﬁﬁfb congeripted, so they kioiedv tolerateﬁ“ﬁzgv callad

zhid, 2hid vesf
him sheed, And zhaesd of course is a ADPOPE expresgsion for a

2h;
Jew. By the way,-shé%é—in itself 1ls not so insu1tinq, he—
cause the word sheed-iq atditing from the Russian word, %he%;,
A Jew ig waiting for Hesqiah. Bfit the Russians-in polish,r

ne ethiee bt~ 2 hid
in poland ther@ i% ann*har word fer sheed, in Rusaia they have

evre| 2 hd

adxa and then sheeé Well sheed was already the offesnsive
name, IX'll tell you ,a Jew had no rights in Russia. We had
lived in certain sewtions of the land, in sewveral states, about

four or five states and a Jew could not go)lets sav, to Iemve 1we

vou know,,

Qa He could not go out of the'gile.

A, e aééiégﬁg, but again a peculiaritv. A WorkerIW®DL£"
Q. What kind of worker?

A, any kind

Qs But he had to have permission?

A, no, no., I could come, lets savy to any town, of-~in
Russia)besides Leningrd. MOscow ves, because Moscow wasn't so
holy as it became later. It was Leningrad. By the way it was
ﬁgzigzﬁt then it became Leningrad. No Petrograd. Petrograd

haecame during the first world war because the othar..ggﬁigbura
hecause Peter the Great built, that is wvhy is called'ﬁégigzzgad
80 during the war, thev changed 1t, so it will not have a Ger-
man Mrﬂﬁ- in it, During the revolution, it became Len-

ingrad., Now its up to Lenin, Till this dav.
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Q. Tell me about a Jewish worker that vou feel that he

could move of the gkle.

A, Ha could move out of the pale.
Qs How? ‘%
A, He didn't have toﬂ’he's a worker, shoemaker, carpenter

or a tailor, ﬁowever he could noi set up his own shop. He
had to be emploved as a worker.

Qe By somebodv else. How would he know if he had a job?
Suppose he picka& himself up and went to Kiev. Would he kmwo

that he had a job when he qgot there?
' rao}a
A, ~No, but I'll tell vou. He could wsite anvwhere he want.

]

He coulnd't sleep or stay overnight, lets say in Leningrad,
_fBu; if he's a worxker, and he landed a jok, then he could ve-
side in lLeningrad, hh, Leningrad nos Moscow yes. And all the
fﬁther cities.
fFQ, : But reallsticallv, how much chance was there actualy
/ pf picking up, moving and finding an other job?

S A, ~I'11 tell you., This is a problem in iteself. And
J ’ ' Lao ks
it a has to do an awful lot with the Jewish historv.imek, I

: S2nnD
do not go too far and I'll take my city, Semmev. And this

3Lnno
is highly unfortunate, but this is how it was, GSemsev as X

e told you was a bout a thousand Jews., 2Approximately. No in-
‘; . fo- 1/‘0& Ka_.
dustrv. Nothing except a whiskev brewery, and—whebt—a brewvery.

Course you could not expect to be employved there and how many

o 7 5o ,
have'been employed there. Realtstic; 50. No other industry.
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Rl | .

Y tell vou I said Sennow, thedirrnot apply the same idea to

an
anoéia;—town. Same thing, Noq)so we have a few shoeMakes

a few tailorsfucouyle of cabinet makers, carpenters and a

’ i
!
|

covnle of sniths, Blavksmith and thats all, MNow look what
happenaed. When the population,cit grew, inevitably, x\young
rman, what was he to do? TLets take my family now. I tell you-
I am Fudaing because ¥ wasn't in that vet. I donft know,
forunately, or'unfortunately, T was an adopted chiid by &
wealthy parents., R—asonably wealthvy., Why? fThats a diff-
erant storvy,

0. We'll do that later. First lets take this hypothet- /
j/. i

ical case. !

A, Now thev had nothing to do, no employment;’ziey coﬁ%d
not become shoemakers, cqrpenters-or-we had enough; How many
do yvou need to accomodate the needs of..and then the time of%
conscription came, You know as weli as I do that at one timé 
thay wouldn't take Jews in the army.

Q. Now vou're talking about the Russian army?

A Uh huh, But the Jewish activists worked g0 hard to
convince the C§a¢uﬂr governmanf:htake them gaoauas it would

-

be still worsigé?hev wouldn t. Otherwise we had our legal
right: o¥ V..no7tews did not want to sexve in
the army., It was verv far from pleasant. A Russian peasant,
on the other hand, looked forward to because no matt?r wa

bad it was, it was wery rmuch better than sig in his hoﬁ¢-

on the 1, And bhesildes they £ sort of elated., They
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el

are serving for their countrv for the Czar and wihfim they ﬁ

T

get bread and boots, otherwise thev were ies, I don y

t know, its something that a peasant..:

Qe

ike this? draw the straw and wrapped around the

leq, thats a lopcha?

A,

(2o
A,

This i;et was a lopcha.

Yo 40 ?

p Thebottomn part?

Mo the shoe, because it was woven from the back of a

certain, . but they have wrapped around, up to here. That \-

was called onuchi. And after thev put on that particular

galopchi, so thev had strents that thev wound arounﬁ—a@d thaé@h

5+hﬂ53

1

the wav..it was boote. Only wealthy peasants had bonts; Now

look, in other words, Jews had nothing to do in the town:: T

say my town. 211 of them are in the same condition.

Qe
A,
Q.
A,

It

Why didn't thev move out then?
b2
Vi hﬁ&k@f

Thats wht ¥ asked vou., You said thev could.

L

they could, Prbvided'they would be some sort of w@rker;ﬁ

aould be a tailor, it could be;?ou.know. it was no point

in lemrning anything, because they could not get employment.

as

a net result, my family,~T had six brothers as I told you,

begides me, The oldest one lived in a different town. 1111

talk about five besides me. I was a small kid then, But we

have not been brought up toqetkar."Thats a different question .

What could they do? So thev started to peddle. Now the nat-
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ure of peddiing is not like we are accustomed to peddling
here, It was a different thing vou know.  Thev had to have |

horse and wagon and thev would load 1t with 7%@%“3? &
e

could he, Athhing and ahvthing that the peasant girls

would wear, a ch;nk&ydé%ffég_._.CZ)
[

e You mean a kerchief? )
A, A kprchief And, that was 5”554“”&“ab But the others -
oo ¥ ;

now my brothars had been peddlers but X'1l1l tell vou the natur@

il

of their peddling was in a sense, nzgrly the game as a rags
. Mewiw & HT"
peddisr here. . Bueks. Esisabusk in it. A rags peddler °

!

i

here, gets whatever old clothes, @%@r there, the idea, they J

bcught new cloth, the peasant girls wove and they bought '

Tt 4ta> | g
it as rags, pure 1inen by the way. And then thevy sold it )

to some dealers, that was the difference. And other thing |
Ill..'

thav bought.,.

Qs Weit a minute. 8o actualv thevy were not peddling raas
is that what vou're saving? ‘;tAzhﬂé
A. I'11 tell you. I compare thas-—wsth rags because they

bought: cloth from the peasant girls. Well you dont' want to

call it rags, well okay,

(Yo I'm asking vou? éféﬁr ' .

A, I would compare it vou know. Here we got—a old cloth-h
ith ; e

ing, G1a jare .‘m=sedec€l)'1 iy e the peasant girl would weavrj >

by the way over there, they never bought anvthing ready.’ They 'f\
_ wov \ | s
did their own weaving. They had looms and thev were ggggjkagbﬁgJ}
towals and some cloth that they made shirts ocut of, undershiﬁt5-
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overcoats,
aloth for overcoats. It was cold, armock serim,oqar This
is what they made overcoats;the peasants., Andg is it
running?

(1. Its f£ine. Just have to keep an eve on it, Lts

alright. I'11 keep an ave on it.

A. Now they peddle that and the peasant girl who want
else
a hankerchief, who wants something etherthan the peddler

ort
had no BOAD 4, nother thing thev bought was hair from pigs.

had, it c¢ould he, a fangﬂ plece of soap. Now remember they

And that went, not for the Russian inhabitants, but it went

t£o Germany and they made, vou probably used one of those

Bruqhes. ‘fhat was and then thev would buy skins from cow,

J _
)
&mMgives and prnbablv a couple of other + 'Thats one
- fe M:-ai'a
vPe of peddler. The ofher tvDe ia—iﬁ—and out aﬂ0¢ and

I'l‘ tell you a Ruqsian peasant wasg very very fond of herr1nq)

5fwhy? Because salt, do vou that the Russian peasants did=n0t

have salt? And if thav did, it wws going after it to town
2 Y -2% J%T?%ét
which was about 10-1$ milesiﬁyay and the monev. Aadfoutrthere
.S o ' i

the money was/ﬂﬁmétJﬂﬁe but even negliqable,”sa1t beéame _
something excepfioﬁal.a herrlnq. Now they would deal wltﬁ
herring. The Rusﬁian péaaanf girl would prohablv hve a.gggifﬁF
or two or three ok aven; a. pieoe of cloth and she would trade

i ' '\.
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=t
i

txade it, not mell it, trade it with +h§”§gdd%e£l§? WO lﬁw
be for herrlng, could be for a kerchlefﬂqand ves, combs,.
Q.: frinkets?
Ay“ . Yeah, %o that was the 11re then in Russias And my
bﬁother%)as well as others, have indgﬁged in this tvpe of
§Q§ineﬂs. Must T tell vou that no riches have been in-
ﬁﬁived in it? Now the time of conscription came. They
A _
dtdn t want to go., I'1l}l tellvou not all waz;%gﬂzg qo- :Eg &Qu@cbjkjﬁhwz

to gmerica. For two reasnns.ﬁ One; money, the—uother—ts
Ukertielrio . o 2n L, iy ﬁﬂ/a43?¥gl*”
wr.  Its'very c¢lofely connected wit%}z’lot of the Jew='

isﬁ:populatian of Russia. And_nntjtnnﬂmaaycﬂi;e injured

themselves, in most cases, permanéntly,ﬁ%cause if they nade. . .

T

F the eve, so it staved injured., The only thinq\$s
iffthaf_have a rupture, it could he'corected but in those
davs, couldn't even think of an peratlon. Yog know what it

| Y weil, 2 Ay
Mmeans an operatio nuphaﬁaﬁnperatxgnn But. /kaa7ﬁxzb¢p

had an operation, rupture operation,ﬂe staved in the hospital

for days and he cemeback and he did his work in the building.

But many vears aqo, it“ﬁé a husiness Ffor months, and aven

thén, it wasn't advisable. Now as a net result, this is the

,ﬁypa of injuries. Ju£;£:¥?- Rupture, sometimes they would

ffiﬁjute one of thei#%ees. A1l to avoid conseripition. That

E i%; they would he disqualified., But I'11l tell vou, all did

| n&t intend to and did not care todmuch and bhesides, ¥ vou
CoMmil L2

_Jﬁad to hire a fella and it would cost moneyv to ke iqpries.
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Q. {) vou?
A, Yeah. Now about the end of last centﬁay, close to

itJ Jewa could not see th&ﬁﬁfzg? in injuring themselves
ana Won whdl, so theloeher disqualified and then what?
'They couldn't g::zziiféecause thevy had nothing to provide

themselvas with., "o go peddling, after all, there is a

) 15.17115.1: -
Q. How many peddlers can?
be To become a shoemaker or a tailor, well how many can

the city support? But primarily, it was a question of evading
conecription. Now the ;;i%—iﬁ commanced, ¥You have no idea

how many Jews left Rusaéé. Do I have to tell vou?

Q. No, vou w‘gg&§3§ying that theﬁe Jews, about the end

of the centruy at th%fépd éf the 19th and beginning of the 20fh

laft for economic reasons? Now vou correct me if and to avoid

i

conscription. Nowfthis woutld be, just prior to the Russo~
{ : . C

JapanasiLwar? Do?s that enter into it?

fA' Yeah,_nowaﬁboutfthe Russian~Japanese ;Iéﬁgjkfﬂ%mnf“

/ 1904 approximately. Where am I getting all these facts?rtwhat

)

the matter with me? Jﬁ - ;4; _
_,.;! ﬂo .
e Tts in there, B&h you need to,start talkinq’and it a}l

comas out. So arq;you including that number in there/ Theﬂ
N 7. A
number that left, to escap& conscription £ato the Russo-Japanese

war., Are Yqugﬁmcluding them in there?

I i‘:
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_A.' Tt commenced a bit early. Before this, probably in

the' middle 80's, It was another esordid thing.

" 0@MM5J
Qs Thats polumbs., ,

_ . C 2@t
h.i ' Thats w&ﬂlnder the ggiﬁzggf;_of Alexander the 3rd.
Poor fellow.

Qs . This was before, that was 1881, 18827

A. ' Right.
Q.fﬁ Yeh cause ny friehd*is'going to write a book on that.
pr? Ana thig is when the heavv exoaus commenc9d. How I?llﬁ

gnme back to my brothrs, to ny family, PFive Brothers, the:_:
501dﬁst one lived in a d@fferentttown.' Very poor fellowﬁahda :
" he tived probahly 35-40 miles awv from our town, that Zs*fro&
aQESSQ? .He Lived in ﬁggggg;icpéé was extremely poor. And by |
fhaéWAﬁ, X Snld we. had eleven; Fcur, my father had with his
first wife,'ggat tnrluded three sxqfarg and one brofher.'
Wtfh his second W1fe, we had six brothers ane one siater.
fﬂnﬂ thPY lnd01ged themselvds, Mﬁat uiqe could they do? Aside
from-fafher dnd mother dxed as I remember +el1f§Lu, vorty know

Whﬁn I Wa%fabout six, seven’ months, she passed away.

e j ':ﬁbfvbu didn't tell me, |

Al I ci:.dn'f:‘j Ves)thiq would béudirect1v to do with me.
’ O

,MV mother pasaed awvay at the aqe, she was resonably young'

; vy
Wﬁm&h, go ‘they tell me. .I_pust befabout six, seven. months old.

. Bﬁﬁtant relatlves from the 5ame town, negot*ated wx*h
/mY moyhﬁxrgnd father, prior tquy=b¢xth. They had a.som and

| helPaéséﬂ %ﬂay. $o thev want to provide themszelves with.

o
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a égggggfhhou know what that means?

e Yes ves, )

0, The onlv wav ig to adoph: some and it was not téaeasy

and I'1} show vou how. The, at least, they couldn't @lﬁﬁz/wd“_aaié’
affter all how could they? Mother was alive vet, so I'11

tall vou what thev neqotiated'fogjwhat T would say a gener-

~ouse sum of monev, I should be named after flor

Q. head son,.

A. Well}this was not too hard to accept. The only thing

as I yemenmber telling vou,was Herschel. Their

! Sholony /
son's name was Sehelum Hershcel And I happen to have a

_ T fetl Jar Aol naaritio s
hother Scholem, So ten%at&mzzL T could noty,. so0 X staved

with gm<. name, Herschel., When my mother passed away,

is, my name

fhfsﬁsamp peop‘e reagonablv wealtﬁy,avcordlnq ey thef54%¢“x¢¢4£4'“ﬂ“£‘

l i
(‘ Ly knjL veah. f ' i
. . . .-"I
A, They gtted to negotiate with my father. 2% remember, '~

rv father wagfaaie from being old, sick and he could not
-provide for his family, consisting of ..

: 0O, Eleven children.

A, No, becanse some of them have been away already. =
But at least seven. So the oldest hrother started to go ;i,

Aias H
paddling., He ke in the nex+ ‘one, you know what the life !

was, Terrible, BSo they tell me. Now my sister, t%?i-nave B
. r ¢ ; I
of ma. At one time)ahe would cook milk on a g%ﬁﬁﬁEEEE. Do |

vouw know what that is?
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A. Well thats a hearth. 'hats the open hearth.,

A, ¥eah, and she cooked milk, on a tripod. How do T
.fememher all thig?

. I'm ¢glad vou do. _

A.q Well I*n telling on}what I have bheen told. 2and in
those dayvs, having chickens in:the house, was a common thing,
Where els€? So while the milkw'war boiling and she held

me in her arms, a chicken fllew by, turned over the milk and e
I was scalded, almoqf-lﬁn%. qﬁzigLTu%s a baby of five,six |
:monthr, somtjhlng 11ke that. Needless to savsif wag a tra -
" efy for all, except mp, because I didn® tj?nfév

0, I'm sure vou cried

. . childless
A, Cried ves, I presume so. NMow the Hhales familv, that

isg our,ﬂieﬁﬁwjdihouqht th?f now is the time to necotiate a
deal, ‘Thev did before tpo.wjth father and they offered to
them a liberal sum of mpnev . And remembe;lthis is someth;nﬁ i
That 3 keep thinki Lng /ﬁouf, vhenever I have the @isposiﬁiﬁn bf)
how com e a man}hav;ng HO many-ch;idren, axealgMEble-to-pro_ :
vide? And he had,é chance to get r$d of ona,-ég they came
and offered hhnwfhe savas hﬁ. h%. Héw do vou like that? you
know its a 1iﬁﬂie bit unbelievahle. Why? X fail to under-
srand, Hefﬁé wag in a qreat need o f money; He was unable
o prmria’h&"; He was IYH’I : _?,2 the O Vven and he was
Offeﬁﬁﬁ.a vary reasonable sum of money., I coulnd't tell
H“’ﬁ ogaafl " hé he wouldn't _part me. But twen T was scald-

,?é@, ;And I was nearly dead, Very few possibilities of re-
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Wt
covering. Well, he sald alriaght. And she, T called kﬁﬂ
father, mother of course, thev fnziﬁg awav to their‘home
and it took months and months 1-0 bring me back to health,
In those days they did not have thinge like hottles with

nipples . Naturally all bahies have beean braast fed

Q. And thev had a wet nurse for you?

A, Uh?

(e Pid they have a wet nurse for vou? \
A, Y don't know, One thing is sure, this i what they ‘

told me. I would refuse to take anvthing. 8o they_had)¢t%ﬁiﬂ%3

a goat tied at the feet and I would suck the agoat, 8o thegjzh
. . ' 4

told me. Vo
Q. Nurse from a goat. :
A, Yeah, consequently, they brought me back to health ., - j

h@w that is mv storv, Now just the verv earlv beginning,  ::{
‘““hey gave me sone gort of wgg&th 'ﬁiey don't want jugt a R

Raddiilo a Tadts ki %%%{A%#i?ttr ;!
common aabade vou know. THCf want adeesld. So ot a:

\

raasonably good Jewish education, as relative as it was |
1) ' LAEM‘P
provided w;hh those days and vears«f?ﬁﬁa’*nﬁi%bﬁnﬁdzw‘4‘) &

Q. Were thevy in the same city as vour father? '
A, Yaah, \‘
Q. 8o ynu. saw them and vour father? %When vou were grow;
ing up? |
A, Hardly. This is again something,when it comes to my

mind, I keep on thinking from a psychological point of }

wview, My brothers, except one, when he was hungry, he would}
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come and get a meal, a bite, somthing like that. 'They

wouldn't core to wisit ne,

| Q. Thev would?
A  _$0, no. I didn't know anything about them,
_;Q+ 1. hiﬁ you know that you were adopted?
E; 5 Uh, remotelv. For instance..
| Qi ;' Did you call them mother and father?
& Al 7 Veah..
?\_5 ﬁl,; Did fou love them?
Voo fove_
‘g; .A,é. 0f course as muchas a child would hewe Iswed his

parents,  Now when my father passed away, mgst-hve heen
A ' in larwpal (AL gyt

F
!

f ﬂﬁout five, so one of my_brothersyrx'm his child, I'm his
H ! .

S aon, I have ko gome and sav k«{M von know, S0 he called
- L X - 3

7oA

;;attour house and he saysé alright take him. ‘that is to see
 ;fi tﬁe}d@ad_father. I had a verv remote idea of things vou
| kﬁqé;;_Sn he took me by my arm and he led me to the house.
Iﬁ]ﬁaén't tno faxr awayv, buf zeasonably far., I wallked in
tﬁ?.hOUSe, in those davs wvou know, the dead bogty would be

-

lving on the Floox..so wvervhody cried, I started to ory.

I . .
Not knowing whv. And then they let me out,

. 0. How old wére vou then?
ii A,  Pive vears.
" 0.,  Five? A pitsinka.
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A, And they let back home, Without knowing anvthineg
and I don't remember too much about it anvmore. Apparent-
1v he was bwried, but now my story ig different from my
brothers. My brothers unfortunatelv, hv the wav, no longer,
nc one is alive. They are all gone, In the gtate of Hﬁode-
I¥sland, in the very same city. We lived all in the same
oity, Pautucket Rhode Island, I¥I'm the only surviveow, I
couldn't tell vou for how long. So they gave me education
as I told vou,
0.  _Tel1 me something., Before vou go on, Was vour
natural father, lets say vour reil father, we'll call him
that, wés he a pious man? Was he a religious man?
A 1'11 tell you. Pilous is one thing. Religious is f.(_
o

another. - He, as 1t was, adopted and accepted in those

towns, of course he was rel1qioug, Did ﬁb méa

é%ﬂffifszEiL__. ats all ﬂbll its. 1ike +h1a. ? brothers,

as I remember, ¥ tried to tell von, wunfortunately, all meme 4;

bers of my family & have been almost illiterate, And why

did I say almost? fThev had been illiterate and vet and

wet: when theyv:came to this country, being illiterate,

remember two of them or threa wouldn't even siqgn their

name, They started peddling. Now remember, totally illiterate.

By the way, mv oldest brother, was, had a verv sharp head on
LAl .

his shouldars and uswalds T keep”z%Ladmirinq him. His logic

apparently there's nothing to dq‘whether vou're ahle o write
\
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fim chachar -

somathing and it ig glven, as X would call.then a3 dwofer,
Qe A wise one.

A Peonle would come and seek his advice. But he wastmd&j/

- I
one, the others havre not been fools either, And in spite

of the fact, thev have been all illiterate, they all

started in peddling junk and some of them built up fortunes.

Not in the junk business, in thefurniture business. How, igé:t&ﬁﬂZfﬁé;
me oo,  Bubt X d*dn't build uvp a fortune as you know. But

E;#Eéfi
. raqgs. .mhas% was)x arrived in &ke countrvy in 1922,

And thev have been already prominent people vou know. {;u£’
ur-

and, whan I arrvived, we started, I came with mv wife,,a son,

-

unfortunately he's gone.?}ﬂaid look, what am I going to do?
And back in ny nind, I was a }ittlebit £illy and naive.
and somehow I felt ﬁwéit.lj wa-—akl, come to this country... By

the way thev sent me monevy and they brought me over. While
n&ﬂdﬂﬂ
we riabied in latvia, because from Russia weﬁfouldn't. We
g a-
resided in Tatwia already. Did vou hear of Rego?

Senno
Q. Oh veah. Vhen did vou leave %eﬂﬂov for REga?

Wi Videbsk

Be No, no, Sennov left for Miedifsk, “that was in 1910,
Loft Tommer £ lﬁifﬁ
Y left Senmeyw for Bk, _
Vitelsk  @2ig
Qe And when did vou leave Vidisk for REga?
A. _  No, wait, wait. We had some othaer towns, Wé lived
. .. [ ™
in Serativ, that was on the Volga. 1Mot far from Stlingrad.

No vou remember during the war the famous city., And by the

vay I served in the army in Stalingrad,
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Q. In which war?
A, Of course the end of the zecond. After the revo-

lution, We came in 1822,

($ The dnd of the first.

A, The edd of the second. Excuse me, whats the matter
with me, And..

Q. Waiﬁ)lets qgo bhack. You're adopted by this family,
right? And thev send vou to school. What school did thev

sand vou to?

A Hetder Lheder™

cheder;
e Firast vou go to +Heidder, then where?
A, ¥'11 tell vou. HNot that we had a school., “he
gentileal@/gourse bullt it.. G&ro&S‘kag‘b_ wehiltsa,
Q. What is this? Séy it acain?

B, Gaxodes—qovarn G'omdskaxﬂ,m wellilog. ]
Q0. Citv school. Ochilita—seln [lfiijL£¢‘3;’¢¢?aZﬂ
A. I was not big enongh to enter that school and besides

they didn't bellevein it,

e Because vou had to go to school on 8S8aturday.
- e ey
A, Besides that, ¥ went to Hedder but in order to know

gsomething of the Russian language, they hired a tutor, do
vou understand, he taught me Russian. Asg much as it was
possible. ¥ sav why? Because at this age of about 13,

they passed away, this is when the trouble started. Now I

was left a child about 13. S0 they tell me that due to the
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neqgligence of my uncle, who was ny go called exeoutor,
afiter father and mothers passing, thev did not adopt

me lagally., If they would, my name would bhe éggggéi’in-
stead of Cok;n. As a net result, again vou know I keep
on thinking,that is from a psychological point of view,

not that I regret and all that, why do people think in

)
terms as th?ﬂhave, which is to my way of thinking today,
;.totally illogical., Now thev brought me up as X told vou
f and at the age of 13, she passged on first., 'Course I
| called her mom, mother. MNo will, but she had some of the
estate, big house. wke_a_had several. She heqgueathed
it, mind you érally, or verbal&fto her brother. Very
shortly bhefore her passing. Nets say hours and it was
,recoqgized in court. He got it. Okav.. 3about six,.seven
for eight months went by, I cannot be very exact; and he,
meuqﬂaje
s Or the one I called, remarried he must have been
about in his mid 60's, sick or sicklv. B2And he marrvied a
g%;l, E;en whan I say girl I mean a maidle, instead of a
wibte, You know the differance hetween the two?
Q. Well she must have heen qﬁite TOUNG.
A, I didn't say; you;q. She was probably in her early
30's, He, according to our standards, in this country
A Videbsk
we call a spinster, And she came from. Vetifsh, the girl
{in question, And é deal was made that, she upon his pass~

rubles
finq, is to receive 500 rubein. From the estate., Well okay
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she agreed to it, fine, but mvy question was, and whats

about the rest of it? Did he leave a will? No. 2and

look how things ended up. He lived with hisg new, by the

wag]she ‘was a reasonably fine qgirl, $he helped, vou know,.»

she recoqgnized me as a member of the familvy, Well, he +toe
a2 ' .

: about seven months afterﬂso called wedding,

he died, X was left a total orphan, But remember that

isn'+ all., This dsn't whv it is s0 intricate. Prior to

h%é_ﬁaSBing, neighbors knew that he has no will. And no ‘\

héirs, mind vou. No one. 8o thev wouh atop ne, begﬁsé j \

ﬁhey knew his condition that he's ahbout to..I think he .'\

; contracted pneumonia mavhe, I don't remember now., They })

krew vou know how in a small town, not all they_did;-hﬂﬁ, |

/
heing cooked,.s0 thev would stop me as a small bOV, iz,

7wl der- Joden ¢ Z“ﬁ m ?M

W

e

12 1/2 and thev wanted to deo me a favor.
Do vou know what ¥ menan 4n fh1sgv1ittle bxt intricate vou

Lﬁ
know? XIn Yiddish vou know, vou say&z;sézfdit means bequeath,.

4L :
h. Because vou know ég% is pa=-ssing, And vou'll be left

T N AvpelL
total. Now the idea is, suppose whe—4t—was, he'll hatve to

s

ez S

make it legal. But that isn't eall, Again (fu,know I'm ‘touch-
ing on a psychological point. While he was about to finish
his life, his wife, noticed that he's hmm, so she savs to

2115 Jepen dem Hiten_, neas
Me, look Iek-—mohdin=faar-toten, éiﬁ% wieh vour father, I ' L

felsh @i |
will run over and see if I can get a doctor or the Feshmsﬁ.a -
Felgher _ %
Qe Whats a £eshiw? Iike a barber? A bleeder. _
Fe,fsher—

A, A £r=ipsy is something like a highly trained nurse.
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But as he was gloser to a doctor, than a nurse would.
3y Zi™
r had no right to prescribe to make prescriptions.

B@t he could diagnose, doesn't cost anvthing, %o write
" m: seriptions, that was already the doh of a doctor, And
if kﬁ?would write a prescription, and even our real doctor
wrote a prescription, he have to fi 11 it by t;: lagal
) S3enno i
T ﬂﬁ pharmacist and onlv one we had in Searev, one. égere was
something like nearlvﬁaove roment job, but appointed hv.a Jew
having those pharmaci@q 1;gv cou1d not f£ill anvthing,
'z@nyway this is bhesides the point,
é, _ So vou told to sit near vour Ffather and she will be
rﬁg nda.. |
A, Exocuse me for deviating vou know, because I like to
.cafch on, .80 afber sitting for a while near him, and I see

iy a il
the fellow'ffébﬁﬂ% but I cnufd notice that he's closing

oot
_ ‘ .
. his eves, nearly stopped breathinq somethlnq, so ¥ thought

look there'’s no use to kid around you know. I'11 have to

aﬁk him, 7his is +he 801nt that I'm trying to make you knw?
mwa

Consequanfly, X gdﬁ pnéuqh guts and courage and I said to

244 i eppes
him, ’z;fe, T :gﬁﬁﬁﬁgzhngg' That was the way of asking him

to bequeath somethlnq. when he hears, so look what he savs.
o1 (Dub) Prois. (o)
Argst2 He rose a lﬁtfe bit. BRzuwst. That is b8 get out,

Mavbe two minutes Aater he Was dead. "o this day T cannot
figure out whv he;did what he did, %@canse assuming he

ich v dor wp Zugen;nem.
vould say alriqlit mv son, de-sabse—mar. So vhat would it
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meaﬁf nothing., Could I come iﬁkiourt and say, he bequeath
it to me?

8. No X don't think vou understand. You see by asking
him, vou were telling him that he was dving. 2and that is
what he didn't want to hear,

A. Well,.

Q. And yvou know something, people in..people, voung
people}in the best of health)do not wish to he réminded that

they should make a will.

A, vou are right., However he..
0. But this must have hurt vou terribly, t&k/&%ﬂfﬂr f
¥ vy AL
A, Apparently he did, but didn't he think about whetless :
5ﬁkh1s estafe..
Q. Paople still don't think about it, Don't they die

[l
now without wills? All the time, So look what happened.
ave s

A=
Nggdlassfgg aaj of course, qet out,'ﬁiﬁﬁ%. And he nassed

away., Now as wvou well know, of course its cushomary to have

a m/} ;Y nw _t"!urinq ahe mourning period, 8o,
neighhors would be called in vou know. ©Now he had a habit,

he would buv relgious.books and the first page would he a
clean one. And he had a habit to sign on every page, on every

Bepijonmin Brevienki a2, K
clean page, in Yiddish, bhe—mnermsmm, hmm»%uﬁaﬁﬁrdaquﬁnrdc ~That

Benjomn Urevianki
is Me%en was hi first name, Brebrauwch was his fathers name,
Resnik was his family name. In Yiddish ke of course. On _:{

all, in all +hose books, arparently he must have had in mlnd,
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to have recognized ownership, thats nine. JHe é;n't tonch
it. And when the people camé to 9L&4¥WL > thevy had heen
aware of it., You know what they did? They ripped out
those pages and they filled in promisgory notes. And it

0w
was recognized 88 the court,

(3e You mean as if ha owed them mon er? W Wﬁ,{,{ "/M"ZE" e
Al ¥es and another thing, no one challenged hecause
there was no one to challenge.

Q. Thats MM

A, Course it is, but the idea, the condition was such
@, "m‘%}’iﬁ%‘lﬁj ﬁ%@ wp wie o%zt, WLM ‘

PrRY II

Q. Now in other words, what happened now, Y'11l just
summarize to make sure we didn't miss anvthing, He had,
yourg adopted father)had his naméwwritten on the fiirst clean
nage of evexrv hook in the house. And signed. 2And those who
came to pray for him at his death, wrote in promissory.nbtéb
abov& it at and those were honored by the court. |
A, Yeah thevy have written it in Viddish by the wav. And
the ¢ourt regonnized it and although it was totally dishon&at[g

there was no one to challenge it.

e 80 did that leave vou without a pennv?
A, The only one who got it was his second wife. the got
rubles, '

500 subels, And I'1ll *ell vou in those davs, I'm qoing bhack
to 1907,/£;at is the vear he passed awav. Prior to that I°
wag not a very good student, You know how a child is., 8o

in order to he ﬁWﬁ“ﬂﬁ T'11 be holding on to something rae-
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liq ouQ, I wag taught to make philactories.

-Q-!'.' jé'" ’%-ﬂ‘t ﬂ*?rea h.

.#; Now look..

&:: Was your adopted father a religious man?
| H;E ~ Oh yeah, - | .

Qei Did he go to schul?

BAp. OhIGod veah., Of course,

QAI-L- Did thev keep a kosher home? “

Lou ;. Was he a miwowwter Aito “'3 (i
AL . - Noj; - Lo |
O ° He %was a hawmet? /%dﬁ’cf'f Lot \
A@ﬁ Yeah. Lk .
RS Tn white Russia? L
i \
Al So what? ' ‘_-._
q /—/52 f?f(\/u'y‘f -
Ok T didn't know thare znv cosiqms 'there? W thought 'they
P Hee ?@w#n/c&w¢ t{ﬂHJ& lawﬂia-
A We' had minegay d bausen, but then very few, very
:%ndﬂdﬂn Hasidwiy,
few knew the difference. We had oe Pt OVERGHT AGHR, fone .

Mitnagdisher Shetd
ARd the Qizf & ==& style of prayer
,hd a erence was tha vﬁf?ﬁfxﬁ?ﬁyﬁhﬁﬁz

e liHile
wAs hlieemt bit different. Just a little byt HerseT, we
(7))
satd ‘in toﬁ#ﬂﬁa, $ 122 oT o e =, That is +h © beqlnnlnglo
KE;evCD) Wk Lo The frfot

a ‘cartin praver when vou say tessa. But ; !

: (? pray h 1 8ay ij NS

3t Shall
eeshe, By us it wals Geasb & ¥

. . k T Ke 5‘14'/ |

transalte? ;

> Yes, please,

A, Ho, no, mo. :—f/mm@w Do (Hust mean fe2

‘)
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A :
- Kes* @ Kdushe
@, When vou say the Jews % say quesThey, B voun know
dusha
wﬁ:t.fausghav-ls? Anyhow,this is a prayer that you say in.
[2 L] ) )

arehy, when they state, when thav stand at summarers,

YOou don't know that either?

0. o. -
-t i ' - Ressexr means < < W

A, Ansrhow, so this is what thev sayy,ﬁheﬂrrewn—thew
\Jﬁ Pfl*ﬂﬂﬁd{pn ff/&' :
Qgggggmsed~xhd so they sav, vou gave us a grown. , They

didn't want it, Thay.denied.itzand.they said, we admire
vou, we aﬁﬁﬁ&;,. vou and we_think.yqu a@e vervy holv, Now .
don't ask me the difference:betweeg thaée two., Its a
question off approach, I'mlnot goiﬁqlto elahorate on it, ffix
Because.. _ -  ; |

Qe In other words, bv the time fhaqvou were qrow1

M tnagdien .
up, the dlfferences betweon-?he r” S T ‘hﬁﬂﬂ&ﬁ*ﬂﬂ* \

pratty well resolved, is fhat whaf vou® re: an*ng? ; r"; :L'y
A, ‘Ept at all, Pxoept in ouw town, thare was no diff-

ﬂ;ﬁudﬁy o
arence., You know..no, as well aq in a qood:manv others. :

'\
e Cause I have heard stories #rom neople, Ph lets say

Mifredq: d r
one, the woman came from.meqnoﬁzE fanmlv and lets sav
SMasid

'fhe bov who came to court her was a aﬁ*ﬁmﬁ and he Wo“ld -.i 

Htnagid \ i
have to become a mes e in order torm&rry her.“ihqﬁ;%n . i

P
r

-~

White Russia, N

“~$. - Listen the wav vou are saviqg it, jf%yﬂs though'onel

Ve
L.
b

of them would have to convert to Judiaqm.

Qe - This is the wav thev felt,

' ’ .' }./n a@;{".m # r?"ﬂ.ﬁ' ALt
A. I'm nok going to elucidate,f On Haugef| and- ﬂ

_ _ : ﬂ/&r/zf/ f
because it was, this is a thing in\iﬂgelf; Thak—is would
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take a long while to familiarize vou with it. And I can-

povd 0.0
e, JYOu can stop mﬁ{..Jews, on the street her;{igﬁ ask
; ;
them what is fhe difference bhetwen H&uﬁwf and ! ;
and they wouldn't know, I don't bhlame them. X don t

cadle . ,Z{&Wéﬂgm‘f/”(’;

hlame them, Onlv those who are fmiliar w1fh it..but

listen th&y are not going to elucidate on that. AS a \

net resﬁlt, after his passing, and after the estate was

1iferallv robbed awav, I was left @1oat1ng in the air, I
-p%qhuﬂbu#v;gaptwuwv ey ae o

touched on;fafter theﬁ-put in,inside, prayvers. Otherwisge

L ' ha#wﬂ .

. they are called ‘BotEa, Zﬁfﬁf-means a little house, a
. _ p

?iFfla square, qomefh{ng like that. But when they put in

=)
fhose so called prverq, inside and..thev put on the...
+Holhia  ph [!L(T‘éi“f@.g: phyfacteries
fhen we ' call it hem or seh Eres, Where the word: seh%&k~

-_ﬁé&s oomes)T don't know., Anvway this is hesides the polntv

an what am I to do? Thereafter? I couldn't do anythinq,

. . M/
&.j j' Stranqe as it ig)you know, o 5, many brothers

ag ¢ had, at that time, in the very same town, they didn't

e Gt e

: {eﬁpn qhow up to find out, Whats wronq, whaf I'm o do,;

f;&%}n I keep on thinking of ltf

lIQ;: Well in all that time, had you ever bheen brought to
sge them?
AL iI?;ggf not bid enojgh vou know, thev have already

mdults._ Whereas T wvas a child_yet. They should know.



Harry Colan 36

i _ w4,
Qe It was their place to come to you. Mﬂ”fé‘ﬁ fﬂ" it W
A, Um..Well anyhow thev tried to see that X should
be provided and I tell vou, I still did not complete my
studies, I did something, so thevy ﬁ'mad%’something like

essenN

es%—-and-ei;g't?. Every hear of it?

Q. Yes,

A, And I had seven different houses,

Q. Who made this?

A.__ A very good neighbor, a tenant of the house I lived

ingy wvery nice lady and I was progided with board..

Q0. And where did vyou live? Bach night vou s&ept in a
Jo0
different house?
w.df,dd&i
A, No, ﬂﬂ%?ktr ed o make some sort of a..at first X

slept in the same hause,’¥;ey had already different people

wvho came in., Y stilil hang on there until X was kicked out.

_ Senn

And from that, at the age of about 15, I left Senmev and I

¥4+£M5 .
canm to .
Q. On vour own?
A, Naturally. Course yvou know hy horse and wagog’be-
oasue we had no connections by train,

. VitebsK
Q. So what did vou do in iitashek?

Vitebsic

f In Vitasirek T worked in a shoe factorv, And strange
as it is..
Q. I'm tyyving to figqure out what vear we'ra in, We're

in about 1910,
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910
! ¢
A.  AYou're right. And that was about the time a Jrece ob ming,
- she's no longer among the ]!\rinq, who lived and worked in
Vi +w5k- hev” her SisStev— ran
s in owr house, insisted-se-went a tailoring shop.
80 the wholae family worked in it:- vou know, and my niece,
at that time, a good deal older than I was. S0 while I
Vitebs kK
oame to \Li‘.ta-ehe-k—, we | [ visit Zimr. did On the second

third day T don' amembar exactly, she was there ;C]‘.S HOT fe0 ‘%43 VLD
ﬂtpeauw, ,’!/wt:é tw Leve wd, et
without saving e word to her.

And you » what ly 157 :
Q ou were what, only (4/;[6 /ﬂfei’!fﬂ,p?{-‘”)
X 1\_. Yeah in my sixteenth vear., And I tell you, this
if,! actually beside the point. She never liked me.
| ook wM"Z‘Q—f G
gfz.rlh.you know? Y wms under the impression s-has—got
'married Are vou? _
Q. Am Y maried? I was, I am divorced.
a, What I'm trying to find out, is this. Prior to you
falling in love with wvour husband, He fell in love with you.

Can vou explain why?
0. No. X mean Y probably could, bhut..
A, I'11 tell vou what vou would say, First you fell in

love 2,8 as you well know, Do X have to tell yvou that? And

then vou find the qualitides. In most cases qualit es.
¥ L L anie o
Although }a more simple thing, p.:::e._a.'l.an-ce f a color:

s
Do you like a certain color? Blue, Maﬁ» M }”M

0. Eomet imes.
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A.

You do? Can you expléin why? Mind vou, such a

minoy thing and vet we don't know.‘%é can't explain. Now

why do I say what I do? I fell in love with hero,She was

not even aware of it. But when X tried-to aonvey my..no

she didn't want me. Why? There is no wav to explain. And

From Vitebsk 3

I followed her. WM& went to-Sarratov which is a city on the

Vo;ga.
Q.

A,

0.

A,

~ Why?

why did vou qo there?

0Oh we lived there for about six, seven vears.

:f@bﬁktﬂ

Becauae..that was during the firat worlﬂ war, Con-

dxtiona had been terrible, Cound't get bread, couldn't get

AR

anvthing, gggg;ﬁ:gdwhiah is central Russiaf gyey:still had

aenough bread, they gtill had enough sugar, they sti}L.@ao

we: W&n‘;tf. ..-‘bh‘_!!?e.

Qe
By
Qe
A,

HOW’did vou go? Were you not constricted?

"NoI had a false passport, davisad.

Where, in vﬁiigﬁﬁﬁi

Yes and I was a good deal younger, that is according to

the atatQMant of Wy passport,

_0«
A,
o
A.ﬁ,
fé.

Q. !

How did you get your passport? o

Well we had people who did it. For mopay of;c§uﬁsﬁ;
80 what was on vour paéapbrt? - | o
my‘passport 9aid ¥ wag about three years vonnger.: A
I see. | o

Okay. . - - . \ \
| A
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A

Q;'@. 80 vou and this, Mrs, Cokén, except vou weren't

2
married yet. And who else? Whp lae kil " jﬂlﬁ’d‘/z‘_”? d]zj"“—‘
' Aa'a“; ‘NO I went firstk, Har brotharliv&lthere, S{’er sister

i Sa
l;{'e thera. Lager onn.whieh- is) adjacent, almost adjacent to
wm wadl
S/étw H.ngrad Which is called Volk)grad now., That is AStalin
xanvﬂmdre. Volgo maans. f-he river and grad means c-ity. Now
/ xr uell ym;, she did not want me. Nnt that I didn* t underatand -
bﬁ& I didn'e 1ike .1.1:._; ‘And. she had har own thoughta. Why e

| dop‘t\ ask me. Myba f,hhe mgrzalf., w?ulﬂ be unable to explain.

A}!d ' foliqwad in pvrauit vigorcmsl foo. She resented

ijf;]:abm /ézm&/b

/4.1: alil. \':!:he wav throuqh, unti te a wh:.le.
‘1 -
“in hhﬁir‘ house. s u | - 1__ '\‘
Tzf 7 Q;f a What: dia yo{l df;). 1;; m? | ' . \
-, % By A./,- - I ‘worked in a »f shoe factory. _ ' '\ 1\

_f'ji"‘ . (3.1 o And you were// able to find employment there? What kind \ _
/ oﬁ town was it? Was it a faming town or industi:ial town? "\ o
! Al ¢ Indugtr.ta A“%ﬁt o | | \

0.  And thi, is - dn fhe middle. of ‘the war now r:.ght? | "\‘.1
A. In tbms.aam of; ithe war, yeah. | \\
Q. W!w({#‘ year? o ‘-
Ao Mq quii.ddla of 15{15 " Pirst world war. Which sta.;:_tedi. in

I{ussia, Amgfi‘st 14, 191‘3- o

Q. - maqust\ 4, no irﬁ Russia the 14th, They imraded.. .

i
Ao j’gﬂﬂld 1;9 /...fhen of course the others joined.

Li" e ¥ngland, F‘rancseﬂ and all fhat. Sq..

r,j. It was befc;/remugust 14.
{ '

i
i

i
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A, Russia the 1lst of August,
7 ik b waes. . |
Q. nBecause the Germans,"tha Austrinns invadad.
A, | The Austrians invaded..nonnot invade, because Russia

was reeaonahlv successful at the very beginning anﬁ then
thv gtarted to lose, of course. (il atd, HaT

0. Now tell me, lets get away for a minute from your
personal life. Although its verv interesting, bgt I want
also to get some other information, You're in:g::§§§;3?
‘rbu're working in a éhoe féétofy,..x'm‘sorry, sa::at Where\

is your wdfe working? The 1ater Mrs. Coken. Doas aha wOrk?

A, She could not get emplovment whila she resided in |
gziiggﬁhgo. ' '

Q. Cause she wasn 1iving with her brother and sister? : fgif-
A Mother and father, brpthar and sister. : ;f/%f

Qe Were any of tham,wprk;pg?, _ ﬁ_ff

A, Yeah, ' - ;; f | _ | - ;j

Q. whaere? ' o ;}' 1 _ i | | =;j

A, In Sannatgiqjtni%1r' - !

Q. What were thev doing? }

A, Oh, the sister was a. seamstrass, but she chose to, *she'r;

Sk
obtained a machine, -1 couldn t fell vou, and,\made aex.bv( Kﬁf

Q. AT home? _ e . _ _ ﬁ
A. Yeah its a small machine.. ) :ﬁf
Q. Now what did the fathex do? i
. : T ' uﬁhﬂaf \
A. Her father? Never did anything. He sick man,and }

ﬁothar too&{oar& of hiﬂ. She cooked, baked and kept%he house ﬂ

‘0lean. i
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Qe What about her brother? W M ﬁi’aéfé ’?

A, He was ahout'my age and he tob, worked in a shoe

factory,~X took him in. And I tried to learn him bacause
B F wias /

X Was alreadvy more or less,nthe hoss., That is the job of

tha bons.

_EQ. . But who was supporting their family?

A.:: It2 the brother and sister and another brother who

Vite bsk
Was married a long while ago and lived in Yiiashek but

'he tria? to evade to he conatricteﬂ in the army,é% he
- iye 19

i cama to ‘e And he first got himself a passport and

c A Sav Vo A o

f ﬁhe . passport read that he was disqualified because of-a
5jhe$1th condition. So thay of course, and I was a.bpgéer-lgkﬂtdkﬂf
' arﬁi X paid for ny board.

V., febskt Saraedov—

{o. - 8o all these people moved from Vikashek to Sersrat?

Q. . On chan ?R/W
a cinance | S‘MW

I

in 1920, ) - : : U
" duf y %Jur’ 1l

0. 4 Tell me What happened to you there. When the Czar 5

A. Yés, but I made out very good In Sexra®, I had a
vary good.. ; '
v 9 | DUJWMM
Q. How wou stayed thers how 1ongzﬂmhrouqh the revolutidn?
Ny fqr*
A. In Serxat, veah and after. Because we left Sewrat— |

government fell, and Krenskiicame into power, ydu were pay%%g
attehtion, right? W
A, Attention to ﬁhat?
Q. To politics,

A, ﬁw» ofe[j»
0
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0. .(')h' vou 4didn*t pay much attention?
A, : I was a young fellow vou know. £ was 17,18 and
: hnw aould ¥, well T knww and I wasd aware, xncic‘enf-allv jﬁ‘”- Knaw

a
even then I_ was the secretary of @&= union, illegal union,

Q. }Eou mean worker's union?

'A.-"_lYéah -

S REN -Was this a Bundist? or what?

'AI'".,_- - Na, no a Bundist is &8 party. The fund. The gund

rvms a séoialist..

/QC.'_ " But its a vmrkera party.
_){u‘ . Yaﬁo . '
4 Qe | You‘re talking about a trade union?

A VO @%g, the Bund was a @ifferent thing entirely. Tt |

AL was Just Like _'_y'ou sa'y:’ democrat, a republican. Thev..

’rfakj 0, ' They didn't have anything..didn't they try to
/\ | m‘qanize the workexs?
/ A, ‘ Yeah, veah. _
y f | QJ.';J;’ _ i%u# -'t'hi.s was an independent ukion?
P/. : Yeah bnt illagal. 8o X was an illegal secrstary and
A o Ll whdlyv
”I had A fala\q passport. I served Ain the army. ' o
{ (‘2. , ﬁ’l wh:.eh ‘army, the Russian army? |
7 J};.‘_ ‘ Well) the revoluntionary army. AFter the revol ti\on
4 j \ ) . B
?F I}'ﬁ éayoo W
¢'. . '.!'here was a battle at Serrat or something, wasn't i
g s?u. That: 'was a good deal adws That was a good deal - o

’ -';.later you know, but not during the revolution. v "all
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Saraov

Q. What happened at Sespataen?

A. As far as I know, nothing. We just took over.
A’

Q. Why does thatstick in my hedd?

A. You are probably, mavbe vou are probably mixing it

up ggﬁgtalingrad during the second world war. You know
the fight they had in Stalingrad.,

Q. No, ?;. I'm thinking of something during the Russian
tﬁ:ivil War, m.

A, No Seres®Tov was not affected.

Q. No?

A, Very mfdly.

Q. What republic is it in? Is it in the Russian Re-
public?

A, Yeah, veah., Well its deep in Russia on the Volga,
. 80 the revolution takes place, the Bolshalriks take

over and how do you get into the revolutionarv armv?

2
A, I'11 tell you. It was under Krenski} And I'1l tell
you there was a feeling vou know, the Czar is gEuggLnd E ] iv
Mv’[” be.- a. m IT;-VG‘LH

£ “a B

A dood .-£ to enter the army, because

the war was still in progress. However, we thought that

it will not last tod &ong. It lasted long. So, I submitted
mnyself, and her brother too, which was about nv ﬁg;#;ge.

But he was disqualified hecaue he had a defect, I think he

had a rupture ,Af I'm not mistaken, I didn't choose to

make myself) &% in Ru;siana%it a b%{c“h SeaTE b&iﬁ

means something that would disqualify vou,
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sk
| %WWM&/
A deficiency, discrepancy._ And X dd not want to submit
nvself to ggégégg;fgzpénytging else, but a false passport
was the way out. But afiter the revolution broke out, eh,

lats go. 8o we both went,

Q. Who's army were vou in then?
A, Kerfhsk

ovwl
Q. ASO whare did vou to fight To MOBOOW?
A, I didn t go to fight anyplace. ?

)

Q. Where did you stav, in Seeratuv?
| deJLIPBZﬂ ﬂbfuf/
A, In « then. which is Volgogradf\Stalingrad

baefore. This is where I_have been sent to. And I stayed.
there and I'll tell vou it was very easy. We didn't have
to do anything. Just stav there, thats all. I must have
staved there a couple of months and I got sick of it, So
I would sav that I defected. If vou want tb call it so0.

_ N

I couldn't £ind another name for it. And I set paﬂpert.

I wag familiar with a group of anarchists, then.

Q. What kind of amarchists, Rhssiansor Jew? . ;
A, Jew. They probably had Russians f:ooﬂ But primarily

Jews and they teied to help out and I had been with them on

aminphit

very good terms. Not hat X wasL%? &rua!&at, itywas a rid-
AL
iculous idea, ,13Jtﬁ£elp out, X said..They had sat up printing

s wg SdAa!
shop;withﬂqoh ou are from Ssxxratrov, okav 80 we give you a

Satodey”

stamp from another city, 5 ar away and if ;ou are from far

Saratov” '
away he says, get a stamp from Sexrabe and thav accp ed it.
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Then we got married. ,She was h.hetween veah and no, You
know it was a very peculiar condition_for her. 8he didn't
workq. She couldn't find employmeni-.
Q. | How old was she? |
A.': | sha must have baen, well she will violentlv deny
it, .She is a eouple of . years oldar than I am., Well in
this aase. she doean £ hear 80..
Q. r . Its okay, its not fair,
A,. ' Noy ‘did not woxk, she néulﬁn 't find employment,
| éhegvhﬁt%%stgéjééﬁwa and another sister, algo want
aywhy.l 8he staved. fogeth?‘ with us, and the br:other.(.and she
’ ”was between all) ﬁhat is dx:)ot hur:::}ng anyfhing..all she did
is’ stav 111 line, asqewen todav, ‘?zm have to wait in line.
To bu; bxand, to buy whatever was available. A2nd at one
point her father, he: Was a very intelligent man, And he
eouldn't see this co E:l.t:d:ora'1 Tor. hg%:‘.";&was not hha-t desir-
able person for..ﬁﬁhe said..things )% Jthis is my judgemant,

{%[5* /mdﬂ'jhaﬁpen to Suppose--]: attached to other girld ZT

-’5-8 possibla. And /;dhat is she geing to do? SHe wouldn't:

r’eal:l.?e ik, And/.'[ don't blame har, I..ook she knows ‘one thing -T ch U‘”
/Q. -{ -.I don' t/tjvant t:o.. | r

_ AH‘ Whmh /is. I don t understand it you know As I, told

Voiﬂ hef'ore ’ you dcm'f}s knw whv vou lz.ke a eertaln color; le

/dcan't knnw why vou .e J. iin flmze. And in har caae, itq the '
11

!ll.’ M ,

o‘r-her way armmd But \hsr father underqtood that rwall. ,.

" B . N !
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prt

oh ®hats the use. Lets set

At one time he said to me,

up a date +o get married.

PN Y

ézbfo now. 8o, she apparantly aubmirtad herself toZitrC
ind yau, Bhe was not asked. 1 was asked. And father C?¢dum?)

Huh? Lourae I couldn't reject .

46

heeuuse X suppose)told her?ﬁﬁ“/d this is how we got i&f%\
married._: | | ” | !"ﬁ
Q. fﬁ_ Now tell me, did the revolution have any repre- -;iglgﬂ
cusa;ons where yoi&/were? pid vou fqel it? At all? - : Q

For example you were in Krana

EB&army &nd you were stationed \

\

Tsarifsy v .\
1n sanﬂigﬁaﬂ? Then ycucbcideﬁ “you di%i't want to he in \
tha armv or you didn't want to be in ,)ao_VOu \ ;
D \ s
got a hew pasaport. - A \ .
U o ‘5aubaﬂ%1f“ \\ -
A, | and 't went back to Ser¥EEevV. N | |
A S _ o
ﬁp hnd You went hack to Sa*ratev. No ;Spqer in the

gﬁlahﬂyxka came 1n.

A - Look I Qﬁ .l'lttlei bit. \

A, :ﬁ:s true. 1 leﬂ: '

mv status was as a soldier. '

the amy.. o i

Q. Wﬁich army, LYs army? oy _
 TFWg ‘& nevtidibnind . Kotepatd

a4, ﬁfBix' seved months vop knoﬁ' sozinnﬁéfm£&$$¥

0% [nA$§d army?

i

H 1}
/. 0all it defect,

; i o
! B ! . b

Ry, But :Ln the meantime, Krensk\!f v{as overt\trown and the 0

and yet

Bo, wé had aém@ral units'bf
st R .‘-_1‘ -

s T
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A, Yaah, when they tooh over, alright, several units
Sais
stationed in Saxsrakev, %o it was very dangerous for me to

hang around. 8o I reported myself and X said, ﬂgok. _

; : 3 - 5
A Kereasbylo.  Kerensly's/ - Bl
have sexved in the ::n:rarl.\s'.i K.:ane-k%'—ﬁg K-a;emu!ﬁ‘j And I e S

e s
s8aid T would like to enter) because due to my being very i

devotad revoluti'on of+tira—BPe, said /sure, sure., I was _ /
\

natnrally aceep*ad and I was sent away in a place where A
G . WW{ /

the-y had a so call@d« army that they kept, Ahout'30, 000 A

stationed thore, : e o

| 0. Whaxe wag this? #
P KuznetskK, -
Ay A city by the name of Kuﬁni-e—nk- ol
; E / :,-r’
L Kuznetsk. /o
Qe Where was that? _ .'f'
'. A, Its near mamhw.rzqﬂm : ' |
Q. What part of the Soviet Union is that? South, Sdun_ds
. like Central Asia. :
L B Yeah not far frr}m Se-remv
\ S avakov—
Y Qa Not far from Semm?-
.\.\'Ad Yﬁﬂh.

! Tasidan e o _ -
A, éﬂbﬁﬂh it was in Mit was neam:m nOw \&&7/”‘4/”“?46

: Vi A IVEAD
Q. No, X'11 have to look at the map.
_ alr'i; 80 thev aent.me ovep-"thex'é._, Okav?

Q. ; For what? 'rraininq or fm:? |

,__.-11&. Apparently for traininq, but ilook -tzhen the tzme came,

" and I had to receive my pay, thart was maVbe \a waek o ao,
I had to sign for it, Wel\l I put ny aiqnature dovm, 80 the

officer said, say listen, I want to see you in my Of_ficq;
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Qe What name did vou sign?

A, My name)cok;n. But he wanted to make me an officer.
ThatLéudging by my signature, apparengly..and l?got a fﬁ{
good job. . ' , ._. | _ '?/
Q. In thei@%d army? g f - | ﬂ(

A, ® Yaah I held a job up to a while as an off caer bhea424¥’e‘

I
4\ |

all because I signed my name. .That was legibleﬂ¢ourse,

and. - - rJ
Q. X understand. Until when? \
A, Until, and I was married ayreadV. Until 1 disliked ﬁ

the whole thing, 1919, o f ' 1
Q. Now what was. vour job in thearmy? Aside from being

an officer, what was vour: funrtlon? : . .
A. - X worked in fhadepartmeng, ﬁhat thegqéome under. -/
It means evervthing there, food, thév provi&e everything, fV7
0lothing, repalring, ita like a punaﬂﬁatID/M?V24b¢‘¢ab’ ;
,I "j' 5/t ke . /
AL, . Supply and I was almost in chanﬁe of it. ¥ didn't

.f'

ﬁ/do a thing., &1} day 1onq)all X wéid dd is lie down and

”;100 muikn)ézjig%;favnCELLA%¥y:
¥ __,:_5--

Q. I was talking about the general peace . The general

peace was concluded in 1917, right?

A, About so, end of 1917, beginning of 191q I would
savy/ﬁ&%ééég/ | | '
0. And then in 1918 the revolutionary foroces h\agan

taking over, by the end of 1918, started the ocivil wﬁﬁr
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am I right? Which lasted untl 1921,

€

a, tivil war atarted after,xrensﬁyfwas dislodqged.
f}e That is already_l?l?; bﬁtﬁit didﬁ't really..
A, '17 of course. IR . B
). S0 when. . |
0. Sowhen.. i, ol Thero, Lalelek. ..
A, THate the fine when the civil war startedn I don't ‘

’ .
aven remenber the?names.- _

pecrwerd ,&cﬁzﬁtdeiM46

Q.- I've heard them from &ifferent people., Now here

vou are, so why, what wqg is that you decidad you didn't

L

1Lke?

_3- 1’11 tell you whv, T was about a coupientuﬂagiib ; 5{

= m;les away, she was resiﬁinq of courseﬂand we had already

a son. So x was transferrad at mv request ﬁg a unir a&-i

ey, Seradsy _
Jacent, very close hv saxaahavm I WaS'able to come almost\

]

every night héme, and even at that, I t wasn tn,I had

{MM.
several units X servad_in. One in artilliry, all Commﬁn-

S

ists vou know. ¥n %sz:ﬁquz/%%%ww’ "fil- R
\ Q. What did vou do iﬁ rhesa units? ' _'\

\

EA. Again vou know.;quparviszng, vag. Then again they
had heen transferred fo! the frnnt. Those(ﬂraunulov and)
..if neans tanks. Yé; know arfxllary. I didn't want to
dn to the front you knqw.ﬁ‘nnd; the commander says to me,
@onk Harry, you doni//hgbe.tp ;nry, vou won't go to the “E=
I’Front You 11 carrv,Opf%n the éﬁ%i?bf it, you'll do the. E\.-

gsane thing you doipc( m‘&té’,
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Q. May I ask vou something? Maﬂw Jews felt that when | ;;
Krensk%’oame in, that it was the sanvafion of the Jaws, |
let me finish, That was the first feal;ng. A lot of

Jews also fett, that regardless of ﬁéeésﬁy, when the iU
Belsheviks came in, it promised a new day'fqr the Jeﬁs, -M
that they would achieve first clasa_citiaenship}-they. !
would achieve their rights and so on, gédynu'share.any !
of these feelings? ' : | - o
A, Oﬁ.caursg, and 1'11 tell you why. Bacause the féar i \

of not having a passport and X didn't have it From ny ' )

J . \
vonth on. Because bstween the time of trying to take me \
. and adopting me, so my father diad not register na. Bo I 5) 1
mwer had a passport. BAnd my. statua was, as aw& ( \}
YOu know what Brnjago ia? Tramp. In BEnglish tramp éoes_ _/f&”

not entall too much. : . v
Q. Tt means a landless person, essentiallv | /
A, No, a Brojaga,...mans a bum. Bum, tramp, something
.-;v .

- like that. Thats what Brojaga maans. And when I came to

Vi, tebsk

Vibifsk, I was a Brojaga. But I was a small kid, the paas
port wasn't so easential but ;ater on it was. Now, in |

Q. In qarra+wv, you alreaay had a falsa passport. - A
A, Yeah, but then I. served}in tha army, I didn’t havb !
|

to have a passport. So when heard they are leaving‘ﬁfo

the front. I picked myselfﬁup and £ went home, |
\‘ ‘_. i i

i . ]
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Q. Whaere was home, Serrokew?

A, “Naturally, x:useé to.go home evary_night. I was

not obliged to stay. When I, when they noticed that I'm

not présent, the cammander,_he.éént'out a couple of sold-
:ars tocgiczz_ ne uC{;.e tind they did. 8o Y wwckad up W

¥ the chamea. -Ghaska meant at that time.;.extraordinarv
cormittea. Todav 8 oalled KGH.- |

Q,. %GB. j i Brsasi ,Auwww)
R....this was, well hasides the paint. 90, I was arrested.
nnd what happened, scmekow the place where the people, the |
Chaxka; their office happéned to be just on the floor

where my colonel was upsﬁairs.- That is, well x was sitting
thare and waiting, hehind bars naturallv The secfétéry

Al v Ala ileg |

went hy. dhft are you’ doing mere? I said I was arrestad,
Arrested? é;;itnak ﬁayﬁa ‘no mere than five minutas or ten.
he lacated the colnngi and he said, you know Mr. Foken is
avrasted? Yeah? He went dnﬂn and he saw me and he said
%this is my man. I wﬂ;t him xight awav 8o he sa;s, alright

ﬁlright, take him. ﬁn the armv af that time, k= was the.
!.. -

#oss. S0 again X w#s fr@a. ? . Q&Méa,.

1

Q; Actuallv it waa tha armv fhat had put the Cheska on”_
tL vou? /

Eﬁ”. © Huh? | |

é}\_: It was tha armvjfhat ha& ﬁanf soprhody after vnu.

J WasnYt 1t? N
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A. Naturally but its one unit and that was anohher
unit,., But look what happened. 2Again and again and again.
One is connected to the other. T contgacted fever, how

lete ?Ddndued, Ieh yeis mT,
do thevy eall it? Malaria.... and its a very peculiar J/Aﬂéﬁﬂf

thing, Took, today 11:00 X got fever and I'm dead sick

X had to lie down‘hggggggﬁi’was home, The following day

in about two hours or so, okav, recoverv. The following
day, okav, the morning after, 1l1:00 again and that

carriad on that way, day day after day. needless

to say X came to my colonel and I salid, look I'm down and
out. He sayvs vou know, stav home. that is, don't come in
the office, Yeah but look here, I want to get killed?
Yhere is one thing that could cure this illness. The
doctor, I was very close with the doctor too, quinine.

Rut they couldn't get it. Nohody are getting quinine,

I, at one time, hought some on the black market, a few
pills so you know what the doctor told me? My doz:zizz z ;&i d%ﬂid)
from the colonels..he sald there is either quining4or
changégﬁ-climate. I said what do vou mean, change of
clinate? He savs, look Mr, Coken I'm only telling vou what
the condition is, I'm not tell you what 4o do. This is
the only thing that could cure vou. Either quinine and
quinie vou couldn't get, or changeaﬁ%'climate. Oh, then
something came up, at the very moment, one thing sort of

interlaced with the other. .At that time the Soviet Union
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concluded a peace with Latvia, 2And aside from Being
independent, they have one of the conditions that thay

are exchaﬁqing residentsé}ﬂf rasided, lets say, in éﬁé;;%’
S0 I the have the right,,the Russian would not stop me,

or people who resided there who would want to come to
Russia, 8o that was one of the'conditions.. 50 I wnet

and Y claimed that we have resided in Latvia before }Z/w Wrt -
five vears before the war, They accepted my statement

and we left Ruassia for lativa. Mvsdlf, she and our son.

Q. What vear is this, now?

A, 1919 end of.

0. Were vou in any way affected by the civil war?

A, Not at all, -Pe, directlvy no, As I told you,.you

know they kept on fighting but my unitsjall the units I

served in, have been stationed and I did the 4ob I did,

Q. But I mean personally vou were reallv not involved?
A. Ro,
s You didn't go through what Mattie went through,

Or my parents or anvbodv?
A, No, no shooting, nothing,
Q. Very good, Now in vour unit, or in the units that

vou trained, were there any fewish soldiers?

A. Uth not too manv.
Q. Not even after the revolution?
: Sc‘i»ul/'/ﬁ'ﬂ’_
A, Not here and I'll tell vou why. Seseatov wugjbefore
Scerests

the war, Sexretev was out of boundarles of Jews. They could

not live there. 8o very few Jews resided, only those who



Haxry Cc¢hen 55

WoKo JaeKs :
said, as Nikelisws soldiey, that meansthey serve 25 vears..

whe ; )
s0 they extended,...to’them, to reside anywhere you want,
‘ ’ 2 zg exre y
80 they had a few of those Jews in Serr®tov, All the
_ - Heaphov
other Jews are not like me. Lets go to SBexxebow, we
could get bread tharé, we could get..very few, as a matter
of fact, you know after a while I was arrested at one point,
that was even before the revoluﬁégiéﬁagﬁgyse we had some
L%

gort of a ressataurant and the Jews lpbuld congragateﬁ?ﬁ?éz
parties, bhefore the revolution, 8o I was F*ested. Myself
her brother, so then thev started to;?they arrested every-
body must of had about a 100 people. While I was already
there vou know, a Jewish fella came in and he savs, Listen,
I could release vou alright, but vou would have to hribe
the . have monev? I did, but mv money was where I worked.
Eé&;;brother did not have anv, I told him tle- I had the
money,. they took it out and they gave it to him and Y think
its was ahout 1200 rubels. It was a lot of monevy then. I

saved it for a.f.raason,'but who wants to? He was free,

'her=brdfher and myself. But verv few Jewsjcoming back to

V/fefTVﬁ'
ufha\idea, it isn't like Jews where we come from. like ¥itmsfk
| Qv et}

; it was practically Jewish town. Ol—but there are a few

! hane'and there.

f

/

/ Q}‘- Nid vou find any when vou were in the armv, first
FARES }
/ ,Krbnsfja and then the red army in which yvou voluhteered,

_ / Dp.d vou find any fiﬂﬁ any feelings ac_:aimat:.'i ﬂ Did they

i

=Qﬁ Wnow you were a Jew?
. -Ilh -» Y& ah -

fQ. Was there any feeling® against vou as a Jew?
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T
A, You see at times & was concealed., It was bevond
o T imﬂ

question. The Jew Lide=me,.no natter under Krens@i‘ under
Stalin or under whoever., But it was they had been tol—
erated a little more. Under the Czar, you knew only one
ol we Ak
thin g vou know, bribing, Bribing coverad_allaﬁvwi“ﬂ 'ﬁ?
Q. But in this situation where vou were in the army

vou £find life at least tolerable?

B Yeah.
Q. Until vou contracted maleria?
A, Thats riqht.'
£ g a.
Q0. And thats when you and you x wife ent to REF07?
A. Yer and strange as it is vou know, on the day, riding

in the train, something like I was curad., That is no occur-

E( [0

ence. And when we dame to Reél, we had a hard time.

Q; This was now what vear, 1919?
A, 19, that was 1918 Bécause we lived in neglf,two
vears, when we came cos ‘

'!b. The whole place must bhave bheen devastated, On the.

fwav there. The whole countryside must have been really
davastafad. qgoing through, ,dZJ/ % ‘; MW ?, A/M/dﬂ
A, Not at all vou no . They fought in various locations
but not, okav..so0 we did not know what to do, we came over
IZ(C) g0, . .
there to hega that is.win we had to prove. We had to
. i 3 .
prove,lets say a couple of hundred miles hefore Re;g;at a

given atatiogjthat they kept all the people who caﬂe fr6m
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Russia. And thev had to provn‘?r-adentiﬂy themsalves,
Wla¥lvl—

J

it _
Was freei and thay went to Rségt-or.x>maybencities, like
c?

Kalebo., .Myself, Y have nothing to prove. 8¢ she, stopped

hefore a committee, commission, So whoever waz able to,

the chairman of the_dommitgee, who wae in charge, of :
. : 10w ARl YD
releaseing the immigrants, ‘amd-—4+lev call them that. And
she told him, look we don't know, we have no wav of proving.
i
If vou would let us o to ¢a, over there you aould prob-
ably establish..he says okay. But when we come, after a
while we had to present proof and we couldn't. So agih,
bribes. Look a new leaf in our life and'history cdmmances
there, .As I recall telling vou, my brothers and sisters,
they. all laft for the United States., I never had their
adﬂkesaés, never communicated, We naver knew about each
S (4 .
other., I knw they were in America, but America? %here,
. Lo b : . ’
whq? . In Rega, they had a woman and she did something like
ehaxitabla work. She ojﬁld try and help out those who had
rQlatiﬁaé_in the United States. |

Q}n=. ;@as-she Jewish?

:'Aqlfw Yeah and she tried to locate them.  So I met her,

An@\Ifﬁdid“her my story, she says alright, give me thair

names, - Good. And strange as it is, totally unexpected,
: L - whaf Lo -

.ﬁho couiqflfll'tell you in Russia, we had an idea, Americag

ﬁ;cansiéts of'£hreé cities.
4 L : .

S
A '
g '
; ; :
FX :
(., -
i

|

|
!
\
|

B
"



Harry Cohen 7o T
- |
| o, briv.

New York, Chicago and F'h:i.I‘wm‘._e].phi.49‘.).‘l This is America.. o rﬁ ;;5
And everyona who went, say listen see my brother there; J

in Amarloa. Where does he live? In New York Thiafwas*- ﬁﬁx
and s*r&nge as it is, vou know. to my surprise foﬁg up tilL ;.h"'
taday, in about four, five weeks, she ealls me. amd savs
x-locageﬁ your baothers;

Q. 5#;& £hay weré iﬁ Pagkauakat.

Ay _'WYeahfand they luckily been well known. Thev had

R

’husinaakas;v And how abou: monev? After a while..
Q. nid bhey? | o R
L 1; lere. A

A. 0? couxsa they send money. They had been wealthy /|
you knnw. Aﬁtﬂr all,’gﬁbover & naw unknown hnothez. you /
-knowa Itlcomes in tha elemant of ’ whatever vou may callJ 1
it you knom' We got money by the way in Réga, I made

| a’iready & faw dollars,/yﬂ% MW o | ' A

--.':‘—"'f-“.

Q. What wwre vou doing in Rega? \
A, . 3 houghv things and I sold, in this case it was a Al
question of.. h ' |
0 Smnqgling? )
A, Wall, remggelykyas&' But 1'11 tell vou, it was 3tuff

that cqme “From Sovhet Union and we bought it and he stqle
1
lt, the one who waF\in aharge Df it. 2nd we bought it ﬁrom

him, Qh/we made al few dollars anyhaw. '3
Q. .&his was hatween.l?lﬂ and'1920?
;

A, ferah.

e
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A, In the interim, I couldn't get soon enough vou
it gl merses -

know the visa bagéi"ﬁiﬁiﬁ%gz_

0. Let me tell pou asomething., Okay you have about

ten minutes, .

A, Well I had to bribe the chief of that particular
district, ohief of pélice; cause I had to prasent proof,
otherwise youill be shnt or éxtradited to Russia.

Q. Thats the last thin vou wanted, probably.

A, 8o we recleved all the a papers naeded. It tookﬁﬂwﬁﬁgéﬂméaégf

pate il ponids - 1EHFS

‘ A.three lattern, , A letter from the governor off Rhode
Island, Y had an idea what' it meaht vou know? A letter

from the city mayor of Pautucket. THat was all given to

\ my brother and he was vexy;well-acﬁuainted with them At

fhat time I was unable to read and I didn't understan& what
fir is in it., And a lettex from the mavor. The only thing
is when I came to gef ny visa. X brought all three 1etters.

#
Well the chief of polioe. oh governor? thats a diffarent

{ story., This letter-and weé got a visas Then the end of

; 1920, fwe’left for the:Untted*states. Leharber wasithe

first stop, its a port city. In ?nglxsh they call it

L&‘/bﬂw Cy) B
; quauf ‘And consequently it was very eold and things were \

{ ﬁtO?an an@ they couldn't nove, vou know? They had to move

e --=..__..

} a ship and $o our son got sick and he had to stav three

I.

/| months in the hospital. You know? But I'1l tell you, I
! . . .

/(e' I ‘\.“.I
through Germanv thorugh the Kd?b Canal okay, we cam to g

i;verpool. From LIvarpool, we w@re supposed to land aboar&

%

wag very proud at that time of our Jews. While staying in
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Liverpool, the Rabbi called me in. He never met me,
never, but hé sent a , he want to see ma, Okav, I

walk in his office, He says Look Mr, Coken, we are aware
that vou came and you are ;Qgtaanger here, because your
son is sick, if vou need money please tell me. 1I'1ll ad-
vance you, He diﬁn;t say he'll give me, but he'll lend
me some money. If vou need a hundred dollars, we'll give
it to you, xf you need more come and tell me. And in
thosa vears and days, I felt like qetting charity.. More
80 when I didn't need it so urgently. But X'1ll tell vou

I was moved hv it, Total atrangers—just because I'm a Jew.
However he recovered and we came to the United States. Ouf
apartment was ready for us, with furniture with with groc-
eries for about gim, seven weeks or so. All we hadzto do,.
Q. & wag move in, HNow let me ask you something. ?pu

left the Soviet Uniog?things weren't really too bad;'_xﬁ\

;o
.'.I e [
o II!.I

the Soviet Union. When vou went to Rega. Why didn't yoﬁ¢ 

y

stay in the Soviet Union? why did you go to Réga for a
a¢hange of climate then leave therﬁ;not go somewhere elge

in the 8Soviet Unlon and stay?

A, Hm, ,Well Z'11 tell you. As I told vou my heélth
was involved in it. :To go somewhere so I had no idea where
we would go. A Jew,_anybddy oouldn't leave Soveet Union,
We could leave for Latvia or Rega bhecause I claimed to hé

a Latvian citizen. B

Q.B Rut vou were already a Russian citizen, why not

qo to sone,..

\_\

\'\
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A.

No. no. That was one of the conditions. Between

Tatvia and Russia. Soviet Union. To release or exchange

or.ﬁeﬁmﬁﬁléiz.

Q.
A.
Q.
A,
Q.

m%nm right? , Why not? Wity wlat )%W"&f 7 4%/%

A,

Why did vou want to go to Lativa?

Where else could I go?

Well lets think. You could have hone to Odessa.
Odessa was Russian,

Thats what X'm saving. You don't want to be in aZ’

/m zwl

Life was very tough and besides my condition, &

A
a soldier, and pedsibility of baing released.

Q.
A,

7
Okay okay. So you really wanted to leave Russia?

Yeah, now mind vou we had no idea that I will ever

make contact with my brothers.

Q.
A.
R
A.
0.

I understand that,

Not the least idea of it,
YOu 4just wanted to get out,
Yas.

And what ¥ want from vou is the reason as far as

vou can understand, why at that point, when vou were living

fairly well,~am I correct?

A,

AL
But my passagaet was still soldier., Even though I

wag ailing, still a soldier,

Qe
A,

And it was still civil war in progress?

Yes, Mim WM/W /ﬂ'

And vou didn't know what the future held there?

. >
ZZwmiaaﬁ¢2&£?’

Yes, but I'll tell you I was terribly poor there,.
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Verv poor and X'11 tell vou, I was alreadv qualified

worker in the factory where I worked, I was already &

boss. Mind you the age of about 20 and so I was already

a boss,

0. So vou didn't see vourself with a future in the

Bolsh@vik Soviet Union?

A, - No.
e
Q. Were vou not a Bolshavek really?
A, Nn)I was arrested there too,
0. What were vou arrested for? First you were arrestad

cause vyou had a restaurant where the Jews hung out, right?-
Then vou were arrested, were vou arrested because vou were
an illegal trade union?

A, Mo, look I wa estalbished as a rightist.

Q. Oh as a ﬁianski supporter you mean?

A. not only that, but tiice a ¥ was in the Sovie

Ar a Soviet member,

Q. YOu mean to the duma?

A, Yeah, now the Duma was,..

Qe To the soviets, as/§ ﬁepresentative of what party?
A, No, of the factorfﬁ}but that wasn't all. I was still

established as a rightist,

Q. Why?

A, Because I was a member of the bund,
Q. Oh vou were a member?

A. Yeah,

G So vou were an undesirable person?

ﬁﬁ;gﬁhgf . ‘. E Jecied,
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A, Not directly, but it worked out that way, Now I'll |
tel 1 vou, if vou remember they have defected or exploded |
the water works in Leningrad, in the year of 1918, At the ﬂ
beginning of 1918, ?hroughout Russia they arrested about f
10,000 from each city vou know, Suspectaq,hecauaa o
tﬁzg; E&ghts, did it., And mind yoq)I was serving ih the
army then, except as I told vou X had.the right to gd

home every night..they came and arrested me.

Q. As a righfiist?

A, Yeah.

2. Because you were bundiast?

A. Because according to ﬁhem, T was implicated in the

explosion of the water work of Leningrad.

Q. Well no, I mean what connection, they don't alwavs
have to have a reason for a connection, but what connection
did they offer vou?

A. Because I was a rightise,

Q. In other words, by being a ﬁhndiat, vou were auto-
matically a rightist?

A, gkghd opposing them,

Q ™ ()kay »
S0 T wie prweked,
Q. They came of course from the Cheka.
Qe So the day vouw were missing oxr that vou went home from
Ttavtan »#Qcﬁﬂhﬁf%b/%ﬁﬂffaWdi ,Aﬁﬂéimégéﬁ

work. , %&ng‘the v “arraested vou?

4 They arrested me at home,

a. Bﬁ§;Why? .ﬁnaaﬁse—ofdéiif%2azz¢g;?éﬂ¢héﬁ@¢zfZgﬁhﬂé)
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A, RG. no,
Q. éhats what vou told me originally.
A, I wae arrested because I was considered as a right-
ist,
o

Qe ’lThis wasg getting dangerous. This was getting hot

for you.

A, right, but then @ wag voung, not to relalze or to
take advantage of being a leftist. You know?

Q. You maanfpkkight -a3 well change my colors?

A, o X was arrested. Y was in jall for about 3 Qays.
Q. Was that when yourg colonel had you released?

A, No. That was another time, after that. Or before

that, Now look, X had a very wide acquaintance with a 1ot
of paople including Bolshavike. And some friends when they
found out, Communists, that I was arrested, so they started
to work vou know, and I was released in three or four days,
Q. But its not wery comfottable?

A, The least thing vou know, vou are arrested. So that
was about four davs I was arrested. ﬁggggg,.she would bring
me_somathing to eat'in jail, I couldn't see her; she

couldn't see me,

d? D wnderolend. O
g
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