CORBERVATIONR

With the adjournment of congress, amongsat
unfinished business seversl comservation bills have

been buried, to the great satisfaction probably of
many of our leglslators, A congervation hill e
& disagreeable matter to the politicians: with the
waste and destruction of so much of our mationsl re-
sources, moat of the thinking people have csg:ﬂap‘to
the immediate necessity of conserving what little ie
left, and effective conservation legislation thus is
demanded by the voters - and it is not wise to disregard
thewishes of the voters, as they more and more acquire
the habit of remembering on slection day their congresemen'se
actions. On the other hand, where power interests
are opposed to conservation as 1t interferes with thair
business, nlg it paye the lcgislatorkfo listen to them.

Conmervation is a wide field, from the preservation
of our forests and timber lands, to our mines, navigation
and water-powers, our fish and geme eto.

: However, all the conservation probleme can be
divided into two very distinot classes, which in my
opinion are vastly different in their importance, though
thie 18 not generslly realized,.



First in importance is the conmervation of
those of our remaining national resources, which would
be permanently aoatroyoa. eould never be restored, or
only by slow work through generations. Sueh for
instence is the preservation of the forests on the
water sheds of our rivers. While in eome cases
the destruction of the forests at the heasd waters of
rivers does not materislly change the totsl smount of
water whioh the river carriee down during the year, it
enormously affects the uniformity of the river flow, and
with the destruction of the forests, pericds of destructive
freshete nlternate with periods of drought, and with
rivers as the Connecticut, the Hudson ete., the flow has
materially changed during the last twenty-five years, with
the resultant interference with navigation by freshet and
low water, the depreciation of water powers, and the damage
done by inundation. Reforestation mesns a generation ﬁf
work, even where it 1s possible. dany of our southern
rivers have by their iator powers become the source of
prosperty of the new industrial South, Peeding the large
electric transmission systems, which supply power to
faotory and mill. ¥here ateop slopes, loose soil and
heavy rains lead to erosion after the destruction of the

forest, where forest once protected the river flow, only



bare cliffe remain, ae we find them in many older
countries, and then reforestation is impossible. ©So
alse game snd fish, once exterminated, like the

Buffalo herds of bygone days, can never be restored, and
should be protected before it is too late.

This is the clase of oonaervatian.hwhioh ghould
#ind little objection, except from utterly selfish
business interests, and on this the foremoat efforts
ghould be concentrated, and much less opposition should
be met than in conservation legislation dealing with the
relation of private and public omnership, such ag the
question of the development of mines and water powers
on the national damain,

It is true, most of the mines and water rights
have gone into private hands, and it would be very de-
sirable to preserve to the nation the ownership qi??bw.
which are etill on the national domain. But even if
this should not be feasible, what permanent harm could
be done? The mines, the water powers would still be
developed and made useful, and there are very few people
left, who are such extreme individualiste, to believe that
private property is forever lost to the nation, but the
progresuive idea is more and ioro gaining ground, that
vthcro is no real private property in ?ublie ntilities,



but that in the nation is wasted the right and the duty of
gupervising and controlling publioc utilities in the
publie interest, and beyond this, the soelalistic
dootrine of direct ownership of public utilities is
rapidly gaining ground, so that we de not nesd to fear
permanent alienation of national resources, even 1f
they go into private hands,

It is perhaps unfortunate, that in line with
oui present day tendency against corporations, even
in the field of conservation rather more attention is
often given to the gquestion of preserving resources from
falling into private hands, than to the thr'uoro
important problem of conserving those resources, which
are threatened with permanent damage or destruction,
snd that hersby an unnecessary opposition against con-
sorvetion is croated from sides, which should rether

encoursge it.
Charles P, Steimmetz.
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