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IB Bow, for the machine, Ch, incidentally, there's one thing I forgot to do,
I forgot to bring the release that I ask everybody to sign, s0 the cassettes
can go into the library. And what we do afterwards, we type a transcript so
that,.,.I should have brought some copies,..all the people I interviewed two
years ago, I got their tapes transcribed and I brought it back with me and gave
it to them so they'd have a rough copy of the conversation that tock place,

BW Yes, yes, In print,

LB Well, typed.

" BW Well for that matter you got to have machine it ehould be able to show, I

haven't got it anyway so I1'1l
But I want to ask you, is this strictly educaticnal?

LB ©Oh » YES.

BW It's not going into,..the point is, I'm not, to some explain you explained it,
Because there's some professor that history in Yiddish?

IB No, in English,

BW In English, Jewlsh history?

LB Right. And Russian,

BW And Russian history, And this to gain of a certaln subject, material?

IB That's right., You see, the students are really very far removed from this
history, They don't understand what a shtetel really is, even though they read
it in a book, But, if they hear somebody tell what happened to them, let's say
during the civil war or when they came over on the boat on steerage, or what
kind of life was like under the Czar or during the revolution,..

BW Or after the revolution,

1B Or after the revolution, then it becomes a personal matter, Emt what happens

Or
during the first World War,

BW I hope you don't mind if I'm asking you questions,

IB I hope you understand me, You see & lot of Jews did not participate,

BW I think my mind is still working, I hope,

1B Now, let's start, You tell the tape your name,

B¥ My name is Benjamin Wexler, I was born July the 12, 189 in Cdessa, Russia,

1B Now at time, let's see, Ulessa's in the Ukraine. At that time, can you estimate
what you feel was the total population? Of Odessa?

BW Yes, approximately, at that time I was told, they dildn'it take what you call

the census., I was told the population in Cdessa was approximately close to 600,000
to 700,000 people.

1B 600,000 to 700,00 people,

BW So, I was told,

IB And of that number, how many were Jews?

~ BW There were, especlally the population just in the city, in a certain part that

we called the Moldavanka in Odessa,

LB VWhat's that?

BW It's called, a borough like, ...

IB I'm writing it down so I can spell it., Ilater it on when it comes to hearing it,...
MOldavanka, Was that the Jewish section?

BW That was the very big,populated poverty stricken Jewlsh sectlon,

IB That was the poor section?

BW Poor section, _

LB Now is that the section that you came from?

BW¥ No, I was ralsed and I was born in the city of (dessa, which was, there were
plenty poor Jewish people too, nevertheless by the same token there were very,
very rich people also, Jewish people,

LB Now could you tell me something about your family? For example, how many people
were in your parental family?

BW MY family, my parents had ten chlldren., Mt father was a pharmacist, my mother
was a pharmaclest, My father got paralyzed when he was forty years of age and he
committed sulcide when he was fifty six years of age, My mother ralsed the family,
took care on the paralyzed husband, in which he was sixteen years was paralyzed,
and attend to the drug setore,
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18 She had some Jjob,

BW Yes, she had a full time Job, She didn't have no There
was no wnenployment as far as she was concerned,

LB Right. Right.

B¥W And she never asked for a raise and she never got mmexy paid for it,

% This, everything gets on the tape?

LB YGS. 0 X,

BW So I should.put off my sense of my humor,

LB No, bhat's all right. No, because if the student listens to it, it would be g
dull without the persons personality coming through, Right? Sometimes we meke i
Jjokes too, Both your parents were pharmacists, Did they own thelr own pharmacy? '

~ BW They owned a drug store, You know, there is two kinds of drug stores, like

here ig also, There is drug store with precisely, those days, that were making ¥
prescriptlons,

LB So that was the apteka,

BW Apteka, And this is aptekaiii magazin But you also, we had pharmacjes, which
is a graduate pharmacy, he is allowed to make prescription, to fill prescription,

LB Now, that's nok an aptekaskii magazin?

BW Apteka is a pharmacy, Aptekaskli magazin, they're selling, they're not sdlling
anything ¥ out of, like for instance like today, you have a drug store that you
have everything in there, But our drug store was so small that there was nothing
in it, You know when we wers poor there were times that we didn't have enough
money to buy zandixs and to light the lamps. But it was times that we had,

kerosene
enough because my mother also used to make capsules, like glycerine, or castor
oil capsules and she used to have a few glirls that helped her out in a certain
geason of the year, she could employ, and that helped us ikemugky to live on it,

IB So she made and sold these .,.therefore your mother made these glycerine and
castor oll capsules,... .

BW To be z0ld to the drug store,

LB 8o that was an additional,,,

BW That was an additional Income,

IB Where did she make these, in the home, or where?

BW In the back of the stora,

1B Becasue I remember my father making,..

BW Oh, your father was the way I understand Mr. Kaufman told me that he was
& phar,,.proviso,

LB Yes, and in the early days, I remember he had a little wooden press and he
put things on it and he would put the presser over it and little pills would
come through, Then he would make hand rolled suppositories and wrap ther in
in sllfer paper,Il remembex that, _

BW Yes, yes. 1 forgot already the name of it, I used to kmow, But I had t¢ go
to work when I was about thirteen years cf age, -

LB So, your father was a pharmacist. They owned their own aptheka,

BW Yes, aptekesak magzain,

IB And it was In the clity of Odessa?

B¥ In Odessa,

LB Was it in the Jewlsh dlstrict?

BW Well, it was,..you know,..Odessawas so that almost, of the city, is almost
eighty percent of the resdentials was occupied by the Jewish people, The Gentile
population was on the outskirtis of Qdesss. Although Moldavanka waes on the out-
skirts of Odessa, but nevertheless thers was like a ghetto, A real ghetto,

Like for inatance in Haxrlem, here, or in New York a ghetto,

R¥ 1B It was separate from the regulaxr residential part of (Odessa.

BW That's right, It was Odessa, poople living there, No it was not separate,

It was a continuation, You go down from Park A&e. you go down in your car to
seeYOU reach a certain street...

LB It becomes a ghetto,
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BW It becomes a ghetto, Fifth Ave, you have the...all the luxury of the world and
after all you go into a Jjungle.
N IB Now, tell me was the store part of the bullding in which you lived or was it
C separate?
BW It was a rented,..lt was part of the bullding that we lived,
IB ¥ In other words, your living quxrters, you rented your living quarters and in
the same building you rented.,, i
BW In front was a store with a door to go outside on the street and In the back of ;
it we had a few roonms,
IB In which you lived,
BYW In which we 1lived.
I How many children were you? Ten you said? : o
BW Ten, but I don't remember ten, I do remember, two, three, four, five, six, i
IB Six children, ) :
BW One sister, she died when she was six years of age, She died from
You understabd Russian?
LB Sone,
BW
7 1B
BW Meningitis/:
IB Oh!
BW Yes. Very, very bright child, ¥¥ My older brother was supposed to go and be ex-
mined when he reached twenty one years of age, so he was examined to go into the
army, he was exempted and she was very very worried about him, Really, And we thought
that's the reason she had the meniugitis.
IB ©Oh, you thought that her anxlety about his going into the army,..
BW His going away,..
- 1B Caused her meningitis,
“ ) BW We thought that, We don't know., It's a question of interpretation, espescially
B with people, they attribute a lot of misfortune situations to tragic events.
. --— IB - Now was your brother conscripted?
) LB No, he wasn't, He didn't serve in the army, But she was very much worried way
before. You know, 1t may be even foolish but it is a question of emotion, Her name
was Belochka, Bela, and so she would tell %% it to my, to her mother, Mama ya
unirayu, Mama, I'm dying, So she said, Belochka, don't say that, You know, you never
wanted anybedy should curse you because &med you used to say all the time, don't
curse me, I want {0 live, So she said, but what can you do if you had to die? You
can't help it. And she died, a couple of days later,
IB Now what year was this that your brother was conscripted, do you remember?
BW He was not conscripted,
LB I know, but that he went in for the examination,
BW I think it was about 1911, I think so, I'm not positive,
1B 19117
B¥ I think three years before, or 1910, something like that,
IB And how come he was exempted?
BW He was exempted becasue he, on the claim because the father was paralyzed and we
were all small children and he was the older one,,.
LB So he was the support of the family,
B¥ The support of the family.
LB 0,K, Now let's go back, There were six children that you remember, There were two
sisters? :
BW Two sisters, two brothers, that little girl Bela that dled, and myself,
IB One, two, three, ch, all right. There remained two boys and three girls, Now in
:) what year was it that your father became paralyzed, do you remember?
‘ BW I don't know and I don't remember the year but I remember an episocde that I remember
my father going on his own power. That was approximately, I was about four years
of age, '
IB And your were born in 1894
BW So it was most likely in 1898, He was peralyzed then and I remember, maybe they
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were talking so often, s0 I visualized like children usually do, I, plush pants
with patent leather boots and the pants were over the boots, with the shirt

So that's how I remember my father being healthy. But then after when he was,
when I grew up and lived there and he used to have his paralysis, his fists,

80 1 used to grab his hand and wmaX
holding him and you could imagine what I was living through, I still remember that,

LB Yes. Yes. Did he have an illness? Was it a particular illness that he had?

BW From paralysis, Maybe it was a Parkinson too. I don't know what, He used to get
intc a convulsion, the foam used to come out from his mouth, His eyes used to roll
back, and I was holding his lmdizpidng and~fearing that he will dile

and looking and

IB Oh? It must have been terrifying, So that meant then, as you said, that your.
nother had to support the family, You had how many rooms for all of you? About
three or four did you say?

BW Two xooms, Im And the store was X & little away from the wall so there was a space
there to put & bed also, I was the watch dog.

LB You were the watch dog?

B¥ I was sleeping in the haliway which was going to a yard. I was sieeplng on the
floor, Wintertime I used to get up sometimes in the morning, see that I have
neighbors, snow,

1B So, in other words, you didn't have what was called an affluent childhood?

BW I don't think so, I don't think so., (Iaughs) And I was stronger than a rock,

IB That's a good thing, That's a good thing, Now, in 1894, Nicholas II was already
on the throne, xright? Oh, gosh. Remember who was (zar when you were born? :

BW When I was born? You know, I'll tell you scmething, (Laughs and decides not to tell
me) No, I don't remember, I don't temember anything, I don't remember even Nicholas
II was the last one,

LB That's right. It had to be, It had ko be that he was still there because if he
was deposed in 1914 that's already twenty years, I think he was already on the throne
but we'll have to check that, You don't temember who was the Czar? You don't remember
who was the Czar all the time that you were growing up?

BW Well, I really don't. I don't remember.

IB ik You were nineteen then, when you left. What was it that you do remember about
those years?

BW What do you mean, if you ask ne, & lot of misery I remember and I also remember a
lot of pleasant things. I was a very happy g0 lucky boy. WE nev 13hink that my
background is such a miserable background as I'm portraying %3 y@ﬁ. I'm not giving
you all the tittle of misery that we went through, You know what I mean, But I think
is that what 1little that I told you, lIs enough to visualize, reallze that I didn't
I wasn't born with a silver sppon in my mouth, But I was all the time happy go lucky,
singing and dancing,

IR Is thait the kind of actlvity that you engaged in, outside of work? Wgre you interested
in singing and dancing?

BW Professionally?

1P Tymfezxizmaiiyx Not professionally, But after hours,

BW Yes, Even now, when 1'm in a dump, I'm going in a subway or a bus or the street and
I sing, so people look at me, So if they enjoy my voice the pleasure is theirs, Not
I have pleasure out of 1t and I throw off a lot of misery. It's a outlet, 4 hobby,

LB Now, tell me something about your schooling, When dld you start and how did you
start?

BW Well, I was going to a cheder. I was going to a cheder a very short time,

1B X¥mxy How shori?

BW I think I 've been golng to a cheder about & year's {ime, And my language is Russian,

. — I spoke very -very poor ¥ihix, very vexy little Yiddish, I learned the Yiddish in this
country,

13 VWhat did your parents speak at home?

BW Rl.lsaiano
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LB You did not come from a Yiddish speaking home? ;

BW Well, yes. I, I, I understood everything in Yiddish but we were not a religious '
home,

1B You were not?

BW Not & religlous honme,

1B Oh, very interesting,

BW But we were not, my father , I was told when he was a young man, he was from that
Golden YYuth, but when he got paralyzed so he grew a beard, you want to see the pic-
ture?

IB Not right now, but later I would like to,

BW He grew a beard and he wore a yarmalka, But my mother was not akxmasty religious,

He has to remind her, Sarele, go ahead, It's time to light the candles and even my

grandparents wers not religious/ veople, I mean religious people as far as being

veeit’'s a broad understanding, religion, It bould be Orthodox, And it could be
religious, you could be a lot of religious with ham and eggs,

IB RIght, Right,

BW I'm a religious man, but I'm not golng to a synagogue,

IB What youre saying is that your parents were not religious in a traditional, obser-
vant manner,

BW That's right, yes,

13 But that they were basically religious/ people,

BW Oh, they believed in God, I have my belief.

iB Did they consider that they were Jewa.

BW Of course!

IB Noy, 1f they spoke Russlan in the home, were they maskilim?

B¥W¥ Paxrdon?

IB Were they called maskilim? You know, were they members of any political party for
one thing? :

BW No, No, You mean did they belleve sociallst or something?

IB Well, there was the Social Democzatic party, the Fopulist party...

BV Yes. Yes, Well, I'1l tell you something, I don't know, I really don't know, I think
they were clear minded people and now as I reminiscing about my parents and my home
I think that yes, when my mother came here, she was here in this country., She died here,
So, she told me that Lenin was killed...

when

LB No, when he died,

B¥ When he died, so she drank ii out a pail, valerlian drops, I mean exaggerating,
you know what I mean, Valerian drops. Valeriami kopi
You know what I mean, To gqulet down her nerves. Now this is certainly, as I start
to dig into my roots, this you could y® interpret from two points of view, First of
all, she was afrald what the change will bring about it and she wasworried and she
wanted 10 quiet down her nerves, or, she was sorry that a great man like Lenin died,
from a political point of view., This, I don't know, what is her reaction were, But
here I took her to a meeting, progressive neeting, and she enjoyed vexy much,

IB What is a progressive neeting?

BW Don't you know what a progressive meeting is? THere is among Jewish people, there
are progressive people, reactlonary,..

1B I know, but what progressive meeting?

BW I mean politically.

1B I know, but what wag the name of the party?

BW On the party? Was not, you know there is a Xfxitm "Freiheit" Jewish newspaper,
what it 1s the Frelheit stands for?

1B ?Ppeedon,

BW Freedom! No, _ He was the organizer of the "Freiheit", originally,

1B What was his name? :

BW Moisha Olgin, O-l-g-i-n,

1B He was the editor, you say, of the "Friiheit", _

BW And s0 I took her to Madison Square Garden and she had a lot of joy being present,
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IB Now she was then actually visiting you from the Soviet Union?

BW¥W No, she was not, She came over to stay here, She did stay here,

LB In what year?

BW I think it was in 1924,

IB So, that was the year lenin died. Lenin died in 1924,

BW It was elither then, or a year later,

IB So, she stayed on &ter you, in Olessa, She stayed in the Soviet Union after
you, Now, during the years that you were growing up, you say to went to cheder for
a year and you only spoke Russian,

BW Though my mother language was Russian, I knew Yiddish, But I didn't speak much
Yiddish because all my friends were Russlian speaking people, You know what I mean,

IB Were your friends Jews Or...

BW Mostly was Jews, Although we lived a short time, we lived in a neighborhood where
there was gll Gentile people lived, That section is where armor is, you know, soldier's
ArMmoYe. .

1B The armory,

BW 8o there, I spent my very young days, llke up till about twelve, thirteen years of
age, And then after, we moved into the c¢ity. But we spoke with mybfriends, most of
them, they were Jewish people, 1 mean, there was a lot of Gentiles, In the city I
had already a lot of Jewish friends and I went to school all, to a Jewish school,
but not Jewish speaking, It was & Jewish school, financed by the philanthropy...

1B Which philanthropy?

BW Jewish philanthropy. I imagine so, They had to have means. They used to even
give ¢lothes to the children, But they were, and they ikmmght taught Jewish history
in the Russian language, I couldn’t read, when I came to this country, I couldn‘t
read "jargon"”, You know what means "Jjargon "?

LB V¥ell, that's uh,..

BW Jewish, Yiddish,..

IB Oh, you ¢all Jewish "Jargon"?

BW Well, this is Yiddish, Yes, I call it "jargon",

IB 0Oh, you do?

BW But, Hebrew, Hebrew, I knew, 1 knew how to read Hebrew. I didn't know what

- I'n reading, but I Imew how to read Hebrew, But I was about a year's time in cheder,
And then it was also in the school where I went, weX learned how to read Hebrew.
Sowhen I came to this country, and I got into a Jewish environment among the friends,
and they laughted at me the way I was talking They were
Litvakers, you know what that means? And then I started to read a Yiddish, a Jewish
Newspaper, So at the beginning I was reading the Forwarts, because Ixdidmiixknex no
difference and after they didn't have
"Frelheit" cam& in existence, 1t's fifty four years old now, to read the Frelheit,

Now, let's go back to Russia for a minute,

BW I think I go. (laughs)

1B Well, you can always buy a ticket.

BW We ware Just there, two and a half, three years ago., And I was just, last July
and August I was there,

1B Now; you studied in a Jewish school in the Russian language, up through what
grade

BW Till I graduated the school, four classes,

1B TFour classes, And that took you to what age?

BW Thirteen,

IB To the age of thirteen, By any chanhce, were you Bar Mitzvoh?

BW Yes,

IB You were? Even though your parents weve progressive?

B¥W You know what we had for Bar Mitzvoh? Like my grandchildren were Bar Mitzoh here,

LB What dees that mean?

BW Ii's not that you make a Bar Mitzvoh like you make it...

End Side 1

ide 2 000
LB As far as I understood 1%. most of the Bar Mitzvoh ceremonies in Russia wers very




Boris Wexler Slde 2 002 P, 7

simple, There was nothing,..especially if you didn’t have any money, they were of
nacessity...

BW #m give you a pair of tfillin, and you take the and good-

They
bye Charlie,
LB But you were Bar Mitzvoh?
BN Yes) I redlize that my father told me, Now you are on your ownh, You're a
Now you're a Jew,

IB That's right, All right, now you said you started working when you were thirteen.

BW That's right,

LB Can you tell me something about that? What kind of work did you do?

BW I,.,.I wanted to be a mechanic¢, But I didn't have any background and somehow I was
working in an office, I was...l wasn't,,,I always could help myself, you know what
I mean, I used to be partly a salesman, partly a collector for money fmx for a colf--
xexx cern, for the people that I worked for and most of that time I didn't work be-
cause I couldn't find no work,

LB Even in Odessa?

BW Even in QOdessa, You were thirteen, that would make it 1907, That was 1907, There
was no work to be had there?

BW 19077 Why 19077

IB Well, because if you were born in 1894, 1894, right, at the age of thirteen that
was the year 1907,

BW 190?..0”0. Something is wrong,

IB Something is wrong? O.K,

BW Most likely I,..I.,. thirteen years,..ne, I think I was...in fact when I was
‘Bar Mitavoh, and the principal asked me, Are you going further to school? He wanted
to put me in trade school, so I said, No, I can't, I must go to work, and help my
parents, I used to make about three rubles a month, Yes, and I helped them out,
And all kinds of work I could get,

IR You didn't really have a skill?

BW I didn't,

IB %o, It was difficult then to find work,

BW Of course 1t's difficult. That's what I'm trying to tell you, And before going
away I completely didn't work for a long time, “ouldn't get anything and that was
in 1913, 1912, In 1914, in April, I left to America,

IB And the reason for your leaving was Just...

BW The reason for my leaving is,..it was a few things in my mind working, like most
young people working, A little political,

LB Like what?

BW Like, ,++1...depression in Russia as far as, in general speaking, as far as Jews
are concerned, And also, Just to see life of a different country, And to better myself,

1B So, it waz economic and adveniure,

B¥ That's right, ( Two cats axe heard fighting,)

LB We'll have that on the tape too,

Bv (laughs) A little soprano, You're going to have this too?

IB Yes, it will probably come through, Were you active in prmiixt politics at all during
those years? :

BW Where, in Russia? Mo, !

IB You were Not,

BW No, I was,..psychologically, But ¥ot actlvely,

Ib Where would you say your sympathies lay?

BW What?

LB Vhere did your sympathies lie?

BW Where my wym my sympathy lie, at that tlme, with poor people, with labor,

1B Well, would you say, leit's see Now, in 1914, I can't remember when the second
international was, 1905 was a revolution,

BW Yes, The so-called revolution, Was pogrom,

IB VWere you aware of those?

BW Of course I was aware of 1t,
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IB' I'm trying to remember,..you were about ten years old then, Not quite, you were
bine years old,

Bw Sure I was aware of those,

LB You were aware of then,

BW 1 remember even the Russian Japanese war,

LB You do? What do you remember about those two things?

BY I was a young kikd and I went into the military quarters and I wanted to volunteeer,
To go into the army, they should semd me to the Far East,

1B Were you a patriotic Russian?

BW I was Yol a patriotic Rugslan, but I was...

Ibv Oh, I see., You were full of, what we call here, beans, You mmu¥drix warted to
do something exciting, And there was nothing...What kind of a city was Odessa? For
Jews?

 BW It was a beautiful clty, One of the most beautiful cltles,..you kﬂow. they have
a sayling, Who didn't see Odessa didn*t see the world,

1B Is that right?

BW Yes, And this is the southerm,,.the beauty of south,..Odessa has all the,.,every-
thirg what ome could desire and hope for to see i a city, It had the Black Sea,

It had the courtry. It had the beautiful piamtxyxE plavs, Europea» square city and
the people, and above everything else, ls the people Xikm lively people, good
peopla,

LB Mow, are you talking about Jews? Did you associate mostly with Jews?

BW The Jews, the Jews, the Jews,

LB You khow, there was something I nMever urderstood and I don*t krow,..I'm sure I
could finrd it i» & history book.,.

BW¥W Ad them, if you'll excuse me, there was a Metropolitaﬂ From all over Russia,
pecple used t0.,.here's Mr, Wax,..he was in Odessa also, He was six miles, ten

miles, fiftee” miles away from there, so he says he's from Odessa, You kmow what it
neans?

IB He did»'t tell me he was from Odessa.

BW Yo, he was in Odessa, He was in Odessa,

1B He visited, He said it was quite a project to get there,

BW _Well, it was because, of course today is Nhot a problem, today, first of all they
have all the paved roads all over, wherever you want to go, any part you want to go
in Ukraire you could go from (essa with the highways and beautiful highways,

1B Yoy let's see, The questiol that I wahted to ask you was, .,.31d the Jews at
time were Mot permitted to live in lMoscow or Lemingrad without a permit, They could
only live in the Fale, They also could live in certain villages i the Ukralne or
provided they had a job, or they could live i» their shtetlach, but still, i» (dessa,
they were allowed to live, There was a huge Jewish population,., Are you able o
explair that? This is somethi”g I vever have umderstood,

BW  Why? . _

LB Yes, How that came about?

BW How it came about...I don't khow what it was, if he wanted to come over hou dom't
have to have a permit, to come imto the city,

LB I u"derstand that,

BW You come ito the city ard if you have somebody to stay with and if he starts to
loook for a Job, he finds a job, he has if, a"d if he has what to eat, he eats amd
if he has™'t got it, he suffered, It's ope” for everybody,

IB Yes, but most of Russia was closed to Jews.

BW Well I krow there were omly certai” places, what you called

I forgot already You were allowed, a tradesma™, if
you had a trade or you're a merchant, a big mercha™t a rich ma”, A"d the pervi

- gild kopetski, they called them, the first class mercha”t, The rest of it, there's
certaln places, certai” areas, and besides that Kiev, Moscow Lemirgrad, Volgograd
or Stalirgrad, it used to be, or Kharkov, all those cities were prohibited and
Jewish people could”'t Justwme i a"d stay there, The o"ly thi"g they could get
i provided they fill out their specificatioms amd requirsme"ts, Specificatio”s

as faras trade is co"cer"ed, as I said before, or or you're a rich ma”, A rich
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A xich ma” is all over better off,

1B It seems to be true.But Odessa seems t0 be a” exceptio”,

BW That's right, i" Odessa you could...

IB  But you do"'t k™ow why, historically why?

BW Yo, Odessa belo"ged to Turkey, You kMow that?

18 Yo, I aidM't Klow that.

BW Sure it was,,.it was Dot far from Dardalelle, Mot far from Middle East...
you k"ow iN Crimea i" certal™ places people could"'t live, mariailxx

Jewish
A"d there was a big populatio™ i" Georgia, 1" Crimea, You fi"d & lot of Jewish
people, those the "atives, But "evertheless, you could™'t go i™ i" Baku, Tiflis.
Or Yalta, there wasﬁ the Czar'’s palaces were there, So the Jewish people could®'t
go i there,..mot u'less they £111 out the requirmePts,

13 Now you say your father a"d your mother, therefors you a1d”t go to synagogue.
You aid "ot go 1o shul ]

BW I did 80. I thiPk I did go a couple of times to the shul,

IB But I mea” as a rulé?

B* Y%, as a rule, “o, o, Mo. I'm "ot goi“g here

1B You see, usually, if a Jew, it seens to me, I could be wro' ‘gy if a Jew did Yot
go to shul i Rusaia, especially 1" Czarist Russia there were usually either
political reaso’ ‘s, or thers were ideological, more ideological reaso s, why he
did “ot go.

BY Wella that's political,

IB o, .0, I% does ‘ot have to be political, It could be that they were take” up
with the secular side of life a'd they felt that the way to freedom for the Jeyw
or the way to liberatio’ for the Jew was ot throuvgh Yiddishkeit, you u “derstaad
me?ooo

BW I u ‘dersta’ ‘d you, very well,

1B A a it was ot through Hebrew,..

BY¥ .o, but this was ot the case, I° do 't wa-t to prete d, because I like to be
trathful to all situatio,seven if 11's embarrassing as far as I'm concerned,

LB Well, then nothingxxmniﬂ be ERAIXTARRINRYYE embarrassed...

BW There was nothing, no inclination. no any special inclinatlon, in fact, when I was
very young I went into the synagogue and I thought I'11 be singing in a choras, And
I went in there and my volce was accepted and I was accepted, but, but { laughs)
there was the working with me and instead of singing I was fighting
with the boys, So they kicked me out of there, S0 here you are.

IB Oh, I see, So it was purely personal,

BW Personal, There was nothing ideological, political or material or other way, Just
the same as here, I'm not going to synagogue it's not because I deny that I'm a Jew
or I don%t like, in fact I love the Jewish language, I cannot express my inner feedings
when I speak Yiddish. I love it, But I don®t like to go into,..I'm not going into
sesbecause.,,I hope that I will not touch something in you, because I see a lot of

hypocrisy,

1B 0,K. Fine, That's absclutely true, _

BW I don't like those pals and I don®t like those that come only Yom
Kippur and Rosh Hashonah and the conniving how to figure how to maneuvre somebody,
How to go about it, & competltor You know what I mean?

I don*t like double faces, I don't like double bookkeeping, I don®t like it.

1B Yes. I

BW 4And I see it on every step, Unfortunately,

And unfortunately among the Jewish people, Because with the Jewish

people here in Miaml, I've been in business here and I've been in good business and
I did my business clean,

LB And yet when you referred to Yiddish, you called 1t "jarzon",

BW VWell, that's what they,,.because it is a Jjargon, What is a Jargon?

LB Well, Jargon is a French word,
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Yes, but what does it mean?

It means, a mish-mash,

A mishmash, Because you'll find the Russian Jews speak Yiddish, half
Yiddish and half Russian, And a Frenchman, you have 1t, there is a chop susy in the
entire Jewish language. You have a chop suey, that’s why they call it a Jargon,

Yes, But usually when people refer to it as a Jjargon, it implies a negative feeling,

Well, I*il tell you something, I know that a lot of,,.You know who applies specially
now, the Ylddishistin., You know what it means the Yiddishistin? Those that, to theam,
the pintele Yid, _ e

Bintele?

Pintele,

The Jews are the chosen people, you know, And they are now, specially with the
Soviet Unlon, everything will be recorded?...

Yes, say it,

You see with the Soviet Union, they clalm that the Soviet Union they deprive the
Jewlsh people from going to cheder, from having their prayers, from having their
theaters, and so0 on and so forth, This is a farce, A farce, Here you got all the
freedom in the Uhlited States for the Jewish people to, to,.,in New York there are
more Jewish people than in the entire Soviet Union, And In New York you haven't got
a Jewish theater, But they want to have a Jewish thaater In Moscow, Here, is your
daughter going to Hebrew?

No,

Here, thelr children, they're spending ten thousand dollars, fifteen thousand
dollars, twenty thousand dollars for a Bar Mitzvoh, yes? The boy doesndt know the
next day the difference between the bléck, he plays on the floor with the block, or
the block he puts on hls forehead, He doesn't know the very first thing about the
Jewish but there they want to have the Jewish culture, How many of them
having Jewish culture that it°s everything free? And the
cradle of x» richness among the Jewlish people, milllons and millions and millions
of dollars, millions and millions and millions of dollars, they're spending on the
propaganda against the Soviet Union, 1o continue the cold war but here they don’é

spend that money to give the children the education, Why?

1B
BW

1B

By
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I don't know the answexr to that question,

No, I'm just bringing oul...You know what I mean,..We were talking about, like
Jewish language,..we're talking as far as the Jewish language is concerned, So I
Just wanted to bring this out as an example, Here they demand the
Jewlsh culture, You know they have the “Jewish culture translated Iin Russian language,
There's Sholem Aleichem, Sholem Asch, tﬁey have Peretz, They have all the classics,
tra.nSla-tEd.. 'Y ’

Did you read those books? Have you read and Peretz and Sholem Alelichenm and Sholem
Asch, e,

Well, to some extent, yes. ‘

To some extent, Do you remember which ones you read?

Well, Tevye der Milicher ( Tevye the Milkman),

No, I mean which authors? »

¢h, Sholem Aleichem, A lot of Sholem Aleichem, Very, very great classics,

What kind of reading did you do?

Well, The Russians,

Whom did you read?

Turgenev, Gogol, Tolstol Tolstol the man, very fascina-
ting.

80 you read all the Russian,,,

Not all, Not all, A little, Not too much, I should have read more,

Well, we all should have,

But, I go by. I live among people/ I like, I had a cholce, choose from bad to
worse, But I always like to have the better, _
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LB Now were you exposed to (interrupts to speak to daughter about another tape)
Pore you exposed to any anti-Ink Semitism at all, that you can remember?

BW Yes., I was exposed to anti-Semitism In Russia, I was exposed to anti~Semitism more
in Amerlea,

LB Well, I'm not interested really in what happened in America, right now, I’d like to
kmow what, if anything, happened in Russia.

BY Well, first of all, when I say I was exposed to the anti-Semitism, it was not a
question of me personally, as a member $f a race, of the Jewish race, For instance,
in 19,...after the revolutlon, I don't remember I think it was 1910, or what...

LB Which revolution? You mean the 1905 revolution?

BW Yes, after, after, There was the Black Hundered., 4and when they used to go out some-
where in a certain street there they're asking me, "Zhyd ili Russki?" It means, you
know what 1t means, Zhyd? (Jew or Russian?} I was never afraid to say that I'm not
a Zhyd but an Ivrel, And I was going into tough places and I was never afraid, -I
was one of the boys that were not afraid,

I was never a hoodlum, Never insulted anybody, I nevéra.bused anybody, I never took
advantage of anybody, But I was a revolutiona.ry in this respect.

IB You mean as an individual? ' :

BW That's right. Not as a group.

LB Now could you describe to me what you felt? Xazz was evidence of antl-Semitism
in Russia? In Odessa, where Yyole.e

BW Well, as far as I am concerned I understood that the Russian people, basically,
were not anti-Semitas, It was all a political,,.all the pogroms in Russia was a
political result of propaganda against the Jewish people for an escape and the fear,
not of the Jewlsh pecple, the fear of the Jewlsh intelligentsia which wanted to make
a change in the social life of Russia, '.mey knew, that the Jewish people,,.

IB o, they? '

B e power, the Czarists, the gendarmes, the capitalists of Russia, those that have
all the possessions and they want to have it and
they lost it eventually., So their fear was not an empty one. It was proved that the

fear was a reallstic one on their part, Because they knew sooner or later the people will
revolt agaoinst them, So that's why when they made pofroms, they made pogroms, they
didn®t make pogroms agdinst the rlieh Jewish people, The Jewish peple in Qiessa, they
used to put in Cossacks in the _ to propect them, But in the ghetto,e..

LB ¢Ch, is that right?

BW Yes, absolutely, I know it, Buit in the ghetto they used to cut peR people’s bellies,
Pregnant women, They used to throw them out from the thixd floor, with pdanos, those
that happened to have it,..they used to but in Qlessa they

J had zmre defense group, They didn't take it la.ying down,

a self

LB Now, vhen did this happen?

BW In, the pogrom, In 1905, 1906,

IB There was a big pogrom,..,

BW In (dessa, Of course,

1B So what you're saying is that during the 1905 (lessa pogrom...

BY Now don't quote the date, because I don't remember,

LB All right, But it was after the Decembrist uprising, So whatds youre saylng is 'I:h.a.t
the rich were protected by the Cossacks,., _

BY Some of them, yes,

LB But that in the poor quariers, 1n the ¥mit Moldavanka,,..

B¥ In the Moldavanka they slavghtered them, Or in Qiessa, For instance, all right there
was all kinds, All right, I'11 tell you an example, For instance, in the
that we llved, & Gentile meighbor, But in this particular bullding was a lot of
Jewlsh people, tenanis there, We among them, we were living thexe too, It was a Resexve
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General, a litile fellow in the R‘serve. with a white beard that was side beand,
And his wife and they came out to®the gate and they were staylng there for two
days and two nights with the ikons, And they swore there lsn't one dJewish family
in the bullding, '
LB Now this is when the Cossacks were coming throught?
BV Notesopogroms., It's not only Cossacks. The population was there, And they brought
them out, they brought them out from villages, From the suburbs. They sald, Kill the Jows

and save Russia,
LB Right, We Jjust heard that Baying the other day.

BW
i3
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1B

BW
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Yes, Begh zhidal, spassal Rossia, (Kill the Jews and save Russia, )

The Russian people, basically, they're hospltable people, they're good people.
All right, this is what happened in your bullding, but your'e saying in other
sections something elss happened,

Well, I don®t know of many different sections, But I know that they were...

But you sald that the women were having thelr bellles cut open and being thrown
out of,,.

th, this was a pogrom,

This was in Odessa also?

Yes, sure., £x Sure, You enrage the masses, And especially if they could rob soune-
thing and they haven't got anything, why wouldn't they do 1t? Especlally with slogans
like this ard they believe it!

Right,

Could be even a priest could come out and say it, Or a sergeant from the police
department, And the police ls there to protect them, You could imagine what would
happen here Af all of a sudden, this kind of a type takes it over, the governement,
And they want to get rid of a certaln element, Desplte all this, that we live in
America, after all, pecple have an education, They know how to read and write,

I don't know if they have high,..I'm not talking about very educated people, but
average person,..now you can imagine what it would be, What could be in this
country, Especially, there people, you dmi dealt that time with ignorant people,
Today you wouldn’t find a Russian person that doesn't know how to read and write.
Or he doesn®t know even

Well, I can't think of anything else that I have to cover here., I think we®ve
covered just about everything. Because most of your...,let's see, you left in 191k,
Did you leave Russla as a, as &,..ul,..runavay, in a sense or did you go as Bees
Runaway, Runaway. _

You ran away,

I stole the. (unintelligible)

You stole the what? :

The boundary, between Russla and aforeign country, I didn't have no passpoart. .
You didn*t have & passport,

You know, at thls age, you got 1o have a passport, And the government would not
¢ive me a passport because I wouwld have to gerve in the army,

Ah, go this was Just before,,.this was April and war broke out in August, Right?
You left in April and war broke out in August and you were Jjust...Jjust about ready
to go into the army,

That's right,

Iz that why you left?

Well, this is not right because I never thought there was going to be & war, Who
in the world would know..,{laughs) _

Chy that’s true, in April,,,

I°11 tell you something, if Hitler would have my intultion, he would never go

into Russia, (Iaughs) So we would have Hitlerism hexe,

— LB

(lavghs) Right, Now where did you go? To Bessarabia?
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No, X went kmmt into Austria, ®ak Galicia, From Galicla I went into Berlin,

And Berlin is another example, I%1l tell you, if you're Interested. I don't lnow
whether thls should go on a %k tape becawse when they'll hear my tape, they'll

say, ¥xt Well, he's brainwahsed, So, I went in and I worked for people in (dessa
the woman, the boss's wife, the brother, he was a manager in a big bank in Berlin,.
And I got in thexe and I was afraild to take it along with me, the papers, the
stean tickets, you know what I mean, Because 1f I would be caught they would take
it away from me, S0 I send it mwayint there I should pick it up over there,.. i

(Tape ends at 489) : Side 3 | |

Now if you would like bhriefly just to repeat, what you said, i
But we're talking about the Soviet Unlon why do you have %o,

No, because this is part of what we®re talking about. ¥hat you sald about the
Angtrian Hungarian emplre,..

Belng you're asking about certain rights of the Jewish people in Aus,,,Hungary
uner Franz Josef, which was the Emperor of Austria, Hungary and Galicla and
Serbia, the Jewish people had all the rights, of oyming land, being in the army, :
as officers, generals and so forth and so on. That®s the only country that was f
really very much free of prejudtlces againsit the Jews, >
-And you're contrasting that with Russia,

Well, I°m not con...then you'll ask me a question,

¥Well, you did before, You sald, in Russis, if someone, if a Jew owned land,,,

Oh yes, In Russia, if a Jew owned land, he couldn't owm land under his name,

You had to put in a dummy paxrtner or whatever it is, 1t shouldn®t be in his naem, !
because Xt couldn't be a landowner, . , !

he |

All right, Now, Mr, Wexlex, if you would be kind enough, since I really do not

know what questions to ask you, I°1l glve a bried introduction, because this is

a follow up of the tape we éid yesterday, and I understood you, after the taps

was concluded, to say, that you stulied mechanics, to be a mechaniec of some sort, ﬁ
Or perhaps engincering, I'm not exactly sure, here in the United States when you |
ariived here, I believe you sald you arrived hexe about ... ‘ 3
191 5
1914, All right., And then,...I'n assuming that you must have been a socialist |
also in your sympathles, as your wife was. Now I could be absolutely incorrect b
in that, Is that a corrvect assumption? L
The last statement that you're making is uncorrect, 5
You were not a socialist, - .
No. i
Not, , - N
No, ] .
Were you sympathetic to or a member of any political party? |
Yes, 1 was sympathetic, not to a political party....philosophy. .
0.K, And what philosophy was that?
SOCialiSt. _ .

Socialist, All right, Now then, it transpired. it happened, in the c¢ourse of the
conversation, that you did go back to the Soviet Union to work im 1931, And I find

that very interesting because I had Interviewed another man who had gone back there

to work, And he described his living conditlons and so on and he eventually , he

came back to the United States for certain reasons, and I wondered if you would

tell me XL of your experiences there; how long you stayed there; what kind of

work you did there; what kind of llving conditions you had and what city you lived

in, Those are some of the things, Otherwlse I''m not sure of Just how to phrase the
questions, : .

I ymdsrxtoset understand your question very well, It is put very well, I'm very

glad to have an inguirer who interviews me with such intelligence, Now, first,

% , just a minute, I wanted to say something, it slipped my mind., Um, I came to

this country in 1914, as I mentioned/ before. I learned & trade here and fortunately

for me, I acoomplished, I learned the trade thoroughly with some sochooling, technical
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schooling, I was consldered one of the most outstanding tool and die makers

in this country, and the fact is when I, I'm jumping a little bit the gun,

I left the United States, I had a wonderful job, I wasn't unemployed, That was
time of wnemployment, in 1931 was the biggest unemployment in the Upited States
history of the United States. I was on a pmmlam contract from the Soviet governe
ment, . from the Axiwry AMTIORG, thls 1s a corpordtion which did business between
Soviet Unlon and America, And I was under contract for a year's time to go there
and I extended my contract for another half year and I was there a year and a
half working as an instructor and as a worker. Because I didn®t want to be a
office man.,I didn't want to be a drafisman or sitting by the desk, I was working
in the tool room, in the Sovlet Union I also had a few people that I instructed
them how to work, this is as far %5 work is conoerned.

What city were you in?

That was In Kharkhov, Kharkhoves.

That's in Russia proper isn’t it?

That*s Ukraine.

It*s in the Ukraing,

Kharkhov is the cradle of education of Ukralne, The biggest unlverslityes are in
Khaxrkhov, But the plant, was the name XKharkhov Tractor Plant, and this was in the

. suburbs, a new area completely, a noew area built, not only for thisplant, but also

for some more, because there was plenty of land in Ukraine, Now, you ask me what
the ronit condition was that time, what the 1living quarters, Now, First of all, when
we arrived thexe, my family, I had a daughter and a wife...

You brought your family with you? . '

That's right. They took sick and before we turned around a doctor, a woman, of
courae most of the doctors in the Soviet Union are female, came over and she see
what it is and she went away. In about half an hour, about three quarters of an
hour, she came with all the medications that was neceasary and for a moment I forgot
where I am, inwhat part of the world I am, I asked her, How much I owe you? She -
said, Don't forgek, you're in the Soviet Union, You don't pay anything foxr doctors,
you don't pay anythingxfmrxnedizatimaxx,..nedication, you pay, but being I brought
it to you, you don't have to pay for it, Then, the living quarters, I have three
roors, beautiful rooms, with the exposure to my desire, scutheastern exposure,
with a bathroom, with a kltchen and a c¢loset that I could go in with a tractor in-
slde, The economic condltion, in general speaking was miserable, was vexry, very
bad, This is the worst time that Soviet Union went through, in those days when
family went to sleep at night time they had a little hard plece of bread, They

cut it in half and give a half of them so it would remain for the child in the
morning so it would have tea with the piece of bread, I was there as an American
on the condition of American., We didn®{ miss anything, We had lamb chops and sweet
cream and all the meat that we wanted to and all the vegetables in the season,

We have 1t, Obherwlse, this was not a problem, The problem is to see how somebody
else 1ls starbing, How somebody else is going through a misery that he hasn't got
it and working haxd. Then, what do you want to know.., this is as far as the 1iving
quarters is concerned, As far as general conditions is concerned, 4And now, I don't
know, what else would you want to know? Would you want to know, for instance,

for an argument, you say, you don't know what to question me, Now would you like

to know the spirit of the people?

No, not yet.

How did they work?

No, not yet, I have a guestion to ask you. You see, you had for example, lamb
chops, sweet cream, vegetables in season and a beautiful place to live, fazes
madicine and so on, And did you have the freedom to come and go anywhere, at will?
I 1ived in the vicinity of, like for instance the Ford, in the United States, has
living quarters around the factory, we lived around it, We worked,.,six days and
the Saturday.q.they called it vikhodnoi, in other words, a day of rest.

Vihodnoi,

Vikhodnol, They called it a vikhodnol, in other worxds you go out, You're fece,
(from the Russian verd to go out) You underatand what it means? I happemed to know
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& little bit Russian, I wish I speak English like thate Soyeee

IB What &id you do on the seventh day?

EN On the seventh day, seven days, I°11l tell you, The life there, espocially those
days % when I was there were so interesting and .so volcanic that you couldn*t
have & minute of, of, o minute of boredom, You wouldn®t have a minute of boredom,
You know what I mean, Always dlgcussions, and always,..neetlings, and always
attending and always, there was a lenins corner, you know what that means,

They had all the literature, They show you Kino, moving plctures, they show you,
All kind of classes if you want to participate and believe nod, they're not
dunb,

1B Ch no, Never. Never would I say that. Now, was this just for the forelgners?
Were thexre only Apericans where you were or were there other foreign workers?

BY¥ There were three groups., There were German group, Czechoslovakian group and an
Arerican group,

LB Was there a Russian group?

BW This wag the Russlan peoplo,

LB Were the foreigners, were they the Atericans, the Czechs and the Germans allowed
to mingle freely wlth the Russian workers?

E¥ ©Oh, of course] My best friends wore Russlan there, I invited them for dinnex,
I've beon going there for dinner, We assoclate with them, in fact, I*il tsll you
an incident,

1B Wait, wait, I want to ask you sonmething,

BY No, no. It's very important. I'll forget about it,

I8 Ch, all right,

\R&

BW Thereé, it says what do you do with your time? There they®re worxking seven hours
a day, An hour you®re having for lunch, While you're having your lunch time, mean-
while you have a certain report, that brought to the people there, So there was a
group of poople thexe, say, well, Vanka, Vanka, You know what means Vanka, Vanka

that means Ivan, Ivan, So he says, Go ahead Vgnka, read that, He says, I don't
want 1t. He says, vead that, None of them, Well, maybe the Americans,
our A'rican comrade will read that, He says, Come on, Daval, (Give it to me,)
And I sdart to read the report, you know., He says, Look at him, He's a foreipgner,
He reads better than we do, You understand, I just want to say an incident. You
say, What you do? If you're interested, every minute if you're awake, you're ine
torested in those days specially, I don®t know how is it now, You understand
what I mean? But we?ll come to it, if you have the time,

LB We won®t, but I'm more than satisfied, It will click, We have thirty rinutes,

B¥ A1l right, Now what else?

LB Because at that time, there was a feeling of building something,

BW That's rightl Absolutely. Then you're building, That®s the reason I went there,
Building a soecilaism, a nation, In those years, they bullt up 516 glants, Glants
of these that I didn't see with equipments, I didn't see in the United States,
And I've been working 1n big plants, I 4idn't see such plants, such machinery
and such eh, eh, conditions, living conditlions in the factory anywheres here in
the United States, It was there, With all openskies, with all sumshine coming in
and everything, And flowers and grasg all around the factory,

LB Now may I ask you the question that I wanted to before you described your incident,
To go back to what you said about your living conditions, There were also Russlan
workers there. Did they have the same food to eat?

EW Foody nol I told you,

LB Bread you were telling me about,

BW That's right, They had different,.Because the Soviet Union knew if they would
teke a forelign worker and bring him over there and put him on the diet, of the
condition of the Soviet Union, he will not be able to last too long, They were
broken into it, already, THay bullt up a resistance, you know, and they were a
powerful people, They’re powerful, powerful, strong people,. Powerful people
despite all the haxdshlp, That an American would not be able to exist there for

six nonths, He would not bs able to, Because going away the
cordition was much, much, much improved. Now the next question.
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LB Well, you're golng to have to help me, because the only thing that I have in
mind is a book that I read by a man called John Scott, I believe his name was,
He wrote a bock called Behind the Urals, 4nd he participated in some such enter- {
prise as this, where thoy built a giant industry...lt was Kagnitogorske., f
BY That's right. Yes. Yes, Yes.
1B And he described the working conditions and the living conditions there, I don't
know 1f you read the book, and,,..s0, 1 want to know from FOUy e
Bi In short, he portrayed the condition,
LB What was it like?
B I'm telling you, The condition was miserable, But... ;
LB For the Russians, i
B¥ Por the Russians, Of course for the Russians., That was the people, What percentage Ty
was the forelgners? In comparison with the populatlion of the Soviet Union? Insigni- ﬂ
ficant, so what, you know, believs me, they could do without it because, of course :
there were great men, Cooper for instance, built Dneipersirol, you know what I :
mean, He was a greal man, There were very few, But in average, in average, Americans
that went to built socialism in the Soviet Union, they could do, they would be
able to survive without that help, Political, it means something,
LB I'm not sure I understand what you're saying, An average American. you say, could
SurVive. e
BW¥ Not an Am,,.Soviet Unilon would survive without the few A'ericans that went there
$0 help to build the Soviet Union, They would survive witRout them, But political,
it meant something, It shows the world that peopk, from all the eountries, are
concerned of progress and accomplishment of the Soviet Union as a state, You follow
ke now?
LB Now I understand, '
BW Now you understand mes, But, as far, I don't kmow what hls name, I forgoet the name -
that you mentloned, the one fromeee L
LB I think his name was Scott, _ ' .
BW ' Scott, whatever 1t 1s, and he portrayed & migerable condition... .
IB No, he did not, i i
BW Ch no. Then it's all right. I thought that he pxm portrayed a hardship, the ﬁ
ha:mship... !
1B Well, it was hard, He says, I think they worked maybe seven days a week, But o
9he xxyx sald the feeling, Af I remember the book correctly, was cne of enormous P
-enthuslasn, - b
BW Enthusiasm, othexrwlee they would not be able to survive, They would not be able
to build up in such a short period such glanis,
IB Thats right, That's what he describes,
BV Now, talking, see, that was in 1931, '32, In the beginning of 1933 I left, And
up till 33 they had a rationing on bread, In the beginning of 1933, they took off
the rationing and they give all the bread anybody wants to buy. You understand what
I mean? Now, by the same token, there was a lot of, I'm talking of, ina situation
of the Soviet citizen, For instance, there was a lot of drunkenness that tine,
1B Yes,
BW ‘There was a lot of lazinoss among the people. fepariditoomt You didn®t come .
in to certain things., Now, when I was in 19727 Whea was I,
Mé 1970,
B¥ No, No, This was before, In 1972, I was in Soviet Unlon then, 1972, It's a change
ltke, ., Of course, time, it also plays a great part, but all approach, the whols
eb, ch, phase, of the Soviet Unloa changed to such an extent that 1t becanms a
country, a nation of intelligent, educated, fine people, You wouldn't see a
drunkaxd,,.,I was there for three weeks time, that timo,,.. .
LB Where? '
BV I was in Moscow, leningrad, Kliev and Volgogtad, Iast year we were Moscow, lenine .
grad, Ir Kiov, Odesaa, my olty where I was boin and Volgograd and then back in

¥gx Moscow, Peculliar thing happened, We got into our botel, it’s called Chernaya
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Mor the Black % Sea, 1it°s on the street where my parents had the druz store.
I told you, the aptekaska magazin, A block away from there, you know, and I
grew up on that street, and I didn®t know where I am,

It was so different.
Some different,
Now I want to take you back to 1933, Because that®s the perlod that we're inves-

tigating, 411 right. Did you consider/in the Soviet Union and becoming a citizen?
remaining

Un., I must tell you a 1little story. .

Yos., let me see if you have time (on the tape)., I don®t want to cut you short,
Well, I don't want,.. _

Well, let's say you've got about ton minutes,

Ten minutes. You see, I'1l tell you, You know, first I'1l have to introduce myself

in order to really understand who you're talking to and the situation, I'd like to
introduce myself, Not in name only, but in character. 1'm a very responsible
person and I'm a very much concerned person, especially for my family, If I would
be single that time, if I would decide I would Jjust pack
in, I say, Mrs, throw down my collar and tie and I'm going, But I had a child,

So, I had plenty, plenty sleepless nights before, I had nightmares before goling

to the Soviet Union, I was going somewhere that I wanted to go and I was afradi
God knows what it will be, You understand what I mean?

Taking your child there?
That's right, And the wife, Of course, the wife is a grown up person, she wants

to go it's my headache and her headache, iIf you know what I mean, If we understand
each other and cooperate and live, we want to be togehter...WE got there and it
was about to decide elther to go back or became a Soviet Union, So, I asked my
wife, Well, Minny, what do you say? Are we going there or not? She says, I don't
know, Whatever you say, 1t*ll be, So I asked my Iilly, nmy darling, we called her
Lakele, oven Nowe,.

Iakele?
Yes, I says, Lakele, what do you say, we should go? Zugt er, Papa, you should advise

ne, (laughs)

(Lavghs) She's right, How 0ld was she?

She was eight or nine years old.

She was smart, .

Ch, she's a brilliant person,

So, what did you advise her?

Well, she says, No papa, You gotte advise me whatever you'll advise, that's what

I'11 have %0 do it, So we decided to go back,

Why? _
(Pause) To be honest, I was not made, and even my wife despite the fact she was a

very consclentious person and she was a party member, 1 was never in my life a
Party member, but I was very close to the movement and I sympathasized and xright
now I sympthasized because I hope that this is the salvation for the whole human
race,

All right, But why did you go back?

Now, all right, I had to inject that thought.,

I'm afraid it will end, that’s whyees

The reason why is because I was not made from that materlal to sacrifice and take

upon myself the responsibility of child, If shell grow up and for one reason or the
other, if she®ll later on, Loxxmne to go the Soviet Union, 1t%s her problem. Right
now, I should deprive her of going back to the States, where she was boin and the
condition was much easler, Don't forget it was miserable condition in 1932, Miserable
conidition in 1932, So it®s a selfish, it's a very
selfish act, And I'm not sorry I left, You know, because of the again selfish,
Because God knows we went through such a war where iwenty million Russian people

were killed, slaughtered out, you wnderstand what I mean, in typhus, in all kinds
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of disease and sickness and everything else., So I'm not sorry that,,.Now do you
tnderstand, I'm talking as an honest person,

IB That's very clear. That's really very cleat, Very clear,

BY
LB

EW
1B
By
1B
BW
LB
BW
13
BW
LB
BY
1B

EW

The next question,

No, I think unless...No, 1t just sums it up and it°s very clear, I wish I knew
more s0 that I could ask,.,

Well, why don't you ask about the Jews?

At that time? Did you know any Jews?

In general,

No, I will not ask about the Jews in general,

No, I'1l tell you, I'1l tell you.

You told me already yesterday,

No, no., I didn®t spoke of the Hoviet Union of the Jews,

Yes, you did,

0h, no,

You did,

You bet? You bet? _

Yes, It's going to click off with this bet, If you want to tell me about the Jews
in 1931 I'm happy to heaX ...

I'm telling you, In 1931 the Jews occupied the biggest positions in the plant, I'm
not talking about in general, The rest of the story that I'm sure that you were
interested and that you read about it,

I was a little young at that tinme,

Well, I know you were, Ch yeah, that?s right,

(Laughs) But I read about it latex. ' :

Yes, Yes, In the Soviet Union for instance, from the very top, from the director of
the factory till the chairman of the party, you understand what I mean, and evexry-
thing, was all Jewlsh people,

In Kharkov?

In Kharkov, And this is one of the blggest ymm plants in the name of Imini Sergel
of dexmitz Jernikizow, You heard about that?

No, Iminif

The factory had the name, Sergel or Ymawidcotzrw Dzernikidze,

Ch-h-h, I know his name] He was a friend of Stalin's, wasn®t he? He was his teacher,

Well, I don't know who' s teachex, one ox the other,

All right,

He was a Georglan and Staling was a Gerogilan too, Now,.s

And the factory was named after him?

Yes, In his name, Yes, In Moscow they have ballbearing factory in the name of Stalin
Maybe now they changed the name of Stalin, But they have different names of different

L

Like Kennedy airport,

" Yes. Lenin's name naybe somewheres appears, I don't know, On every Farx

andlenin and Engels, So, anyway, the Jews,..there was a great number of Jewish
workers, I'm talking about workers, now, They used to bring there a Jewish paper,
the name Temp (slaps the taple as he talks) Temp, that means, speed, The way that
bpundle was brought there, that's the way they used to take it back,

I don't understand that,

ey used to bring, every day, a bundle of newspaper by the name of Temp, And that
newspaper was, first of all they portrayed the condition and the life of the immediate
vicinity of the factory., Because after all they were working thirteen thousand
people around the clock, And beside that, in general, give news, the Soviets from
the country as a whole and iife of very important events was going on, The way
they brought that bundle tied up, you know what I mean, that’s the way he was taking
it back,.
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LB VWhy? Tat means that nobody would read it,

BY Because the Jewish people dldn't want to read,

IB The Jews,..¥Was this written In Yiddish, this paper?

BY Of course! The Temp. It was in Yiddish, in Yiddish, Jjargon what I call it,

LB It was specifically for the Jewish pecple?

B¥ For the Jewish people, You understand me, they had a different nationalities there,
S0pses1'11 tell you another thing, You know the, here they're claiming they‘re
prohibiting the Jewish newspapers, Jewlsh magazines, Jewish schools, theatres,

50 on so forth, And it°s a lot,,.because your daughter, what I will say that, but
I will say it's a lot of humbvg, I was in, we were together in National Hotel

in is just along the I= Kremlin Square, There's a kiosk, You know what a kiosk is,
wherethey're selling newspapers, They have a magazine there, ufi, uh, Heimland,
That means Homeland, And there, by the way, around the hotel there's a big Jewlsh
population living around there, in M scow, The way they bring that paper that‘’s
the way they're taking off, It®s a magazine, you know what I mean, A monthly,

They don®t read it, :

LB So, what you're saying is that nobody reads the Ylddish press,

BW¥ That®s right, I'11 tell you andther thing, Not only they don't read, They don't know
even how to talk Yiddish, most of them, As I told you, remember, I came to this
country, 1 learned how to speak Yiddish here? There, and I°11 tell you another
incident, I think, I told you about the fellow, the fellow in Volgograd he weared
medals, he's from Odessa...

LB No, you didn't,

BW T didn't, Aw! You know, our group, Americans, they hardly could speak Yiddish.

A lot of them, But they used to speak it.

1B Were there many Jews among those Americans?

BY We had twenty three people? (to his wife) Thirty two? How many among thirty two,
How many Gentlles were there?

M# No Gentlles,

BW What are you talking about? In our group we had four, five Gentiles, the rest
of them were Jewish,

LB This is in 19317

B¥ No, No, I'm talking about now,

LB No, I'm talking about in 1931,

BW Oh, in 1931, no, In 1931. at that time, the Jewlsh people maybe knew how to speak
Jewish,

I3 Oh, sure, .

BW taybe! I was in before 1932, I was born in 1894 and I didn't know how to speak..,

LB In the group that went ovexr with you was there ...

BW I went alone, ,

1B You went alone, ' el

iB8 BW¥ I didn®*t go with a group.

LB Were there other Amerlcans there?

BW¥ Oh surel

L2 O,K,

BW Most of them were Gentile,

IB f5dx 0O.,K, That's what I wanted to know,

BN Most of them were Gentile. A lot of them from Detroit, you know what I mean?
From automobile,..

LB Yes, because those were the speclalists they needed, -

BW The speclalists, they were speciallsts like yhm you're a speciallst on a lathe or
gomething, A lot of them, belleve me, didn't deserve the plece of btread that
they were gettinz, A lot of them were unemployed,

IB And that®s why they went to the Soviet Union?

BW And I wouldn't be surprised, And a lot of them remained because, they remained.
You know, well, you don't know, You're a tsutsik (diminutive, small one) you
don't remember Gasonia strike, You heard about it?
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Oh ywes, That was Jn North Carolina,

Yes,

South Caronlina,

You know there was one fellow, Fred Bill, that ran away to the Soviet Uhion,
He was supposed to go in Jjail, He wan away to the Soviet Union and there they
put him on & pedestal, you know what I mean, And he know so much socialism,
Marxism like I kmow what's going on right now on the moon, Some other times
I have connections there, but not now, Right this moment, I haven't got it.
Now, he, he felt that he was a fifth roll to a carriage, You know, to a wagon,
And he finally went back to the Unlted States, And what do you think he did
in the United States? He started to write for Hearst newspaper, New York
American, and all the dirt and the £ilth and everything about the Soviet Unilon
and he got very good price for 1lt. He sold himself to the god of gold, Yousee,
and there was a lot there, Americans, that, there was some...

(Tape ends sudéenly)
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