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Mos, Welninger, can you hear me now? Fine, Could you aspesk up too, so the
machine conld pick you up? If you could just spsak up. You raisz your volce.

Tallking i3 haxd for me,

Sure. Yell, we'll just telk a little bit, What is your narme?

My nane ls Greta Welninger,

Grotel?

Not Gretol but Grete (Crete),

And your nalden name was -~ what?

My maiden name was Kulke,

Kolka, And you were borxn, xhers? :

T was bodn in Austria. But this part is now (zebakoslovakla after the first
war this part of the country caws ¢ be {(zschoslovakia,

Which part?

T™e part of the country where 1 was boin,

Which pert was that, was At Moravia...?

{41 il dern Tet0 pt ) Nen My parents moved.

When was thia? Hidue anspmo

¥hat time 1t was? I was seven years old,

Cowld you tell me what year you were born?

{Langhs) Oh! 1892,

1892, And you were bern, now was thils Bohemla, Mk Movavis...?

Moxavia, And my parents moved to & very nice but 11litle town, I think at
that $ine there were 25,000 inBabitantis.

Oh, That's where thoy moved to?

Ard this town wos really Tanous for its cultuve,

Whet was the name of the town?

Despite the smallness of the town, 1t had the beet schools, you know., Ue
had & very good theater. Wo had opera performances. We had classics, the
Gornman classics of course, and this town was mostly German net Czech, but
15 now completely Cgech. Trappaun,

(lould you show me on the map, Now heve's Cgechoslovakia,..about whers would
1t would be? ,.,50 that would he northeastern Cmschoslovakis.,

It's quite different now., Not far from the German boxrder. You know.

When I camo to study at the University of Vienna much later, people asked me
if I was Cexman, We called thls Germany Relchasdsutwche, It was a different
Avstria becmuse I spole Germen, not the German dlaelect, mmt a2 touch of
Reichsdeutsche
(hex son) If you're concerned about the location it's more or less near the
point where Czechoslovalklsa, Poland and Germany met. But the borders moved
fron time to time,

You bat they did., Now you were born in 1892, in Moravia and at seven you
rernzmber moving. Right. To Troppau, right? How many children were in your
family?

Four, I wag the third one, I had an older brothsr and older sister and
when I was almost nine years old my youngest brother was boin, We,four, two
boys and two girla, forg

Right, And could you tell me what your father did?

He wap & merchant, you know, But he was not hsalthy.

Not hesalthy?

I never knew him as a real healthy man, Now I kiow that in my opinion hs
was sufforinglenphyeemna. But at that time nobody knew about it, emphysems,
any more and go when IL...when we moved the dector said he had to give up
business and he coulda't work eny mora,

So how was your family supported? oo

KMy father had saved mobey, we had lived very modestly and father invested
his monsy in real estate, Sometimes 1%t waa better, sometimes he lost monay,

S0 he bacume an investment, uwh, map essentially.

But we had a wonderful 1ifo, & wonderful childhood. My grandfather, my
father's father was a real scholar, Ho was a rabbi in a very small town,
Moravian toun,
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What town? Do you remember the name of the town? L EROw
And he dled when I was oleven years old, oo
Where?

(daughter in law) Mother, would you tell me about leipritz (?) His name
wes Solomon, right?

Solomon Weininger?

No, no. Sc¢lomon Kulka,

Oh, Kulks, It sounds like a Czech name, not like - Gexrman nawe,

No, it s & Bzech nane,

Now, what did you speak in your perenta® home?

German, I didn't even know Czesch. later on when I waa grown upalrsady
ny parents moved to another Czech toun because at that time my father veslly
didn’t have'honéy left and he kst bought & kind of a liquor story, you know,
and really my mother dild most of the work, Beceuse my father had to sleap
long, we chlldren went on tiptos, in the morning tefore we went o school,
in oxder not towaken my father, But we had x & wonderful life, My father
loved books, We had a real, very nize library and his/ai¥ftrs in differont
editions, For inastance, Helne we had in three editions and you know Heine?

Oh yes. Um-hmm, S50 you were in the Austrla - Hungarien Empire...

That wag all Austrile. 1¢mw«¢u&uuunfv€

That was the Austrian- Hungarian Emplre at that iims,. Now let wme got & lLine.
You were seven and you moved to Troppauv, and at that time wes youxr youngest
brothar horn yeot?

He was the only one who was botn there,

A1l right, Now d4id you go to schooel there? A1l of you, all four,

¥y youngsst browher only the flrst grade.

He was too lititle, right, Now, what kind of s school dld you gu w7

It was the Austrien schools, An elementsry schocl, usually the elomsatary
school had five gredes, but if you were a good student.could get from fonrih
grade the high school, p"

To the gymnase, wss that next?

Thexre were no high schools for giris at that time, Thers was & , you would
call 1% a nmiddle school, a sxwwm middle school, three years afterwards, Yow
had to go to school untll yeu werw fourteen,

Boys and gixls? Boys and gitls. (louder - Mra, Weininger was very haid of
heaxing, }

Boys and glrls. Bui there was a high school for boys.

But no gymnase for girla,

Kot even when I was already sixieen years old I couldn't get o a high
school,

But you weni {0 & Unlversity? So how did you study?

I had a very complioated education, We went to this schoeol, Thiz school was
public school, woe didn't have to pay anything., But we had 1o have our cun
books, we nevexr got our hooks from the schoel, But we bought them seccund hend
from the kids who left achool, you kaow, who left that grade, becausa the
books weren't changed so much, the text books.

We still do that, hexre.
I understand they change the bocoks hore 41l the time,

But they still buy sscond hand books, So what happened then when you finighad
your {ifth grade? :

I had a very funny education/ First two years, in the 1little town whsre I
was born my slater and I went to a convent school bacause supposedly they
wers much better than the public schoola, ‘hen wemoved and I weanl to =
Jeudish folk schaol for two years. his Jewish folk school had only four
grades, And then J wont again to the public school for three years, and then
1t was really vexy difficuil to gst & good sducation slthough I think when
I see what fhuy the kids here do, how few essays they have towrite, you ¥ncw,
foxr Instence, we had,..when I was 10 years o0ld I wrote much loager and helier

ossays then the kids here, VWe had to, And sspacially &?ﬂéééﬁﬁﬁgv S
in schools, you know?
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Lot me go back to baforse Troppau, You went to a convent in the town you
were born, right? Now, what was the name of thls town, do you remember?

Ysh, Witkowltz, It hed big iron works, ccal mines but the name doesn’i
oxlat any more because this little town was unlted with a larger town
and its Czech, completely Cmech, Morostrestova, It has also 2 (Goxmen
nama, Marisch, Marlsch means Moravien Ostrau,

Eagt?

Noy it's just & namo,.@sts Ostrau in German and Ostrava& in Cgoch.

Now, what kind of & convent dld you go to? What order, do you remember?

With the nums,

You don't knew vhat order?

Ko,

What did you learn there and what language did they spsak? Germany

Y&ha

20 it wen & Gevman Catholic oxder?

¥ah,

And what subjecis did you study theore?

Reading, writing, erithuatlc and we lsarnod some geography already there,
when we were seven yoars old

You're the first person we've spoken to that has had any bdackground lilo
this at all, Everyons else that we've spoken to has had gome Hebrew or
Yiddish, in thelr bachground, Especially Hebrew for the men and then amongst
the women it wos Yiddish, Was there anything like this In your education,
in your background?

We had Hebrew lessons geporately.

¥hen, at hone?

No we went to the tencher., And I remember he was very strict,

At what age did you start Hebrew do you remember?

In the second year.

30 you weres very young.

You know that was & funny thing about Avstria, Austrla had no separation of
state and churche and consequently it was & part of the Instruction, religlow,
Like any other subject, twlce & week wa had sc-callsd religlous instruciton,

In the Catholic religlion? But il was & verybliberal state compared ob the
others?

It was not liberal at all,

What was it if 1t was not liberal,?

It's very mxit hard to say, The offilclal title wazs a constitutional monsxvely,
And there was the Emperor and there were the - it's vory hard how %o explain-
at that tiwe 1t was not Austria, but the Austrlan Hungarian monarchy. Aand th
Czechs in Bohsmia belonged also., Put they were reslly suprrasced, oppressed,
But youn wers Jews.

o wexe Jows,

¥ow, how werea you treated?

I was too young to know then,

Did you hear your psrants talk?

My parents talk?

About how Jeus weras treatad thore?

It wos terrific anti-gemiticos,

There was, in these smell towns

In the small touns, no. He dldn't go out so much., Wo stayed at home, Ouwr 1i0n
furned swound the house ond the family, My fathex had¥sisters, he was the
oldest, and they all worghipped him and they ceme and visited us for wesks,
My grandfather care for keny weeks, In the famlly we had so much conversalivm.

Did they alllive near Troppau?

No, Omly the family of my mother llved in Troppeu, part of 1t, my grendparants,
1lived there,

Vhere did your father's family live?

Mr grandfathor lived in that small towun where he waz a rabbl but he was moshly
tmv‘ﬁllm’ 1"-5-";(3' i ' Ak o (/;’f;{"{ .'%v".“{ AL A

£
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L.B, And your auntz? _ -

G.W. He gave lectures in Cermany and sverywhers. (coughs)

(Unintelligible interjection from daughter-in-law ~ He also wrote you
know,.. You know that mothsr.)

Bxy

L,B. Now your grandfather wrote & history of Jogeprhus Flavius?

G.W, Ky My grandfather, my fater's father wrote , who was a rabbi, wrote a
« s she wrote other things too, that was really a big, big work,...

J.H, What was the subject?

G.W. Joseprhus Flaviug, x the man who was treated in Fpuchiwanger's books,
¥ou know?

1.B. No, T haven't read Feuchtwanger.

G. 4. These are vory good bocks, You should read it., They are translated from
German Into BEnglish,

L. B. ¥ou tell me, you say 1t was not & Xhewpme 1ibsral govermment and vet
you don't remember having any problems as Jews? When you wers llitle
I'm talking atout now,

G.¥., VYhen I was in Troppau I knew about 1t of course,.

L,B, ¥%hat did you know?

G, ¥, I know that theres were, the psople, the Gentiles, they were of courze ln the
majority, far in the majority, there were not so many ( }  they ware 31l
German Naticnals, I mean roal, the precuxsors of the Nazls, you know, And
I had very good friends in school., We went t¢ school togather. We want Iron
achool home butiwas never invited to their house, would never have been inviled
In a Gentlle's house. They wouldn®t have come to my housa.,

L.B. Now were these children mostly Catholice? '

G.H, Mostly Catholic, A few Protestants. There was only cne Protestant churen
and there were many Catholic churcheg ln the town but only one Protestant,

o I had only one Protsstani school friend and I alway. suspected her of being
. Ayl of Jewigh deacent, here were many, many baptized Jews at that time,

L,B, Did you have any Jewish friends?

GQH. A lote

L.B, Now, where did you meet them? Were thers many Jews in this Troppeu, for
exanple?

G. ¥, YQS-

L.B. How many Jewlsh famlilies were there?

G.¥W, Oh, I don't know. X really can't sgy.

Ll B, Fiv@ ? Ten?

G.W. ©Oh, nors,

L,B, One hundred? ¥

G.W. About, yah, ;9-"’

L.B., About one hundred, Did you live in a separate,of the town?

G.¥. No, Bui where my grandfather lived,leipnig, there was a separate town,
and they had their separate mall even.

L.B. And this 1s still in the Austrian Empire?

G, W, Augtrian Empire, yah.

L.B, Fascinating. Now leime ses what else I wanted to ask you about this tlme,
Ch, tell me what kind of a2 house you lived in? Wasz 1t brick, was i1t woodsn?

G.W. No, there wers no woeden houses at 211, even in the smallest billages. Ba-
cause the bricks were cheaper than the woed., There ware no weeden houszss
there,.¥We all lived in #0lld houses, We lived in an apartment. My mothsr was
& very nervous woman because of, I think, at that time I didn't wderstind
it, now I got ¢lder, she had really a lot to care for and to do. And her
nervousness expressaed ltself in restlessness, She immiad liked moving. She
1lked, I remenbar, Troppau, I was 15 years when I left Troppau and in this
eight years we lived in apartment, a nics apartment., We had, you must know
that tine in Austris not sverybody had a bathroon.

L.B. You had & bathroom?

G.¥. We had always a bathroom, And we lived im reybe six or seven apariments,
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I remember after one year when we moved to Treppau we got to anather apari-
mont. She always changed the furniture around, at least it had to bs re.
upholstared, something diff'erent, you know? But she had a haxd 1lifs othex-
wise, And the children wsre very much attached to my father. My father
was a very very educated man, bui self educated man, When he was 14 years
0ld he was the oldest in the family, and his father, the rabbi, had » very
anall salary, it was a small congregation, you know, so he couldn’t go to
school. He would have liked to stndy. He would have like to becoms = lmvyyer,
all his ¥3fe he regreated it, bhut he had to go to work, And then when he got
cldexr had to take care of his younger slasters. Buit when we childian
didn't know somethlng, we had to study you know, and we had releronce hooks,
he bought us and when a new sditlon came out he had to have 1t for us childran,
But hefore we took a reference hook, and leoked it up, we esked him and he
alwayfﬁpould angwer our questions, And his slsters, they were also well edu-
cated ViWhen thoy came it wea the greatest pleasure for us, Because they ware
80 attached w0 each othsr and all of them to my father, When thagximebciim o
iakis sat atl table, caténg you know, the guotations were always flyinz fronm
one till the other person, 'That I remember from my youth.

It was a happy time? You remember that as & happy itine,

It was a happy time, Isaid that before. I had & very happy childhood,

But you remember your mother in a different way from your father, really?

Yea, And alege because the family of my mother was different from my fathsr®a.

Was your mother educated, perself?

Heor family? One waa & doctor, the youngest brother waz a doctor. They wers
not vneducated, but later on they were only interesied 1n making money.

But that's trus of a log of people, aven the sducaied, Now let's go back
to your house. How many rooms did you have In your house, do you ramember?

I shered & reom with ny sister. The two boys shared = room. My poarenis had
a bedroom, We had a dining room, we had a kitchen, we hed the bathroom.

% You had a big house!

No,

For these times? h

We weve in an apartment, you know, My father had the 0ld houses lwhxwmmt
they owned houses, but not in Troppau, I don't knew why. He owned that in
Ostrowa (?) and theu, I think, he had an agent, And I remember him very wall,
such a little shert man, ard I think there was someihing he..,

Han he o Jew?

He was & Jow,

Were most of the contacts yeur father had with Jews or noa-Jews?

In real estate? I don't know, He didn®t tell us.

How about hils friends?

He didn't have many friends, My father, as I told you, had, at thet tlinse
the dootor®s called it chrenic bronchitis and he had $o cough. And he naver
wanted te disturb poople,

Now did your mother play any pard Iin the business or in supporting the fanlliy?
This is common in Eautern Huropesn ..

Not with the real estate, neo, It was not real estate 1like here that you go
for an apartment alse, There were only, my fathor beught for ilnataance # let
of land benause thsre were rcumors that a canal would be built that would havs
bden very lmpertant for Burepe, Then that canal was never bullt and he lnst
of courss much monay,

Was that the canal thet was aupposed to go south to Turkey?

Umm, Yah, Donnau(?), Oder-Depnau canal, (Talk about the cansl abmonz family)
Well, you asked how come that I went to the University? So I, I wan net suite
14 years old hecanse my hirthday le in the beginning of the year, and 1 sndsred
school & little earlier, And there was enly kird of a finishing school, Host
girls went te a commercial scheol, & business scheol for twe years,

Now what year are we in now? J.905-1906,

The so called'good! families, you know, wanted their daughtedn, . . the Loye
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went to high school, very gead high scheol, very strict high school, ao called zog.
demic, latin, Greek, and &1l the other subjects. Vexy, very hard work. The girls
went to & school, It wes a swall building, And it wes by Association of Women sus-
tained, you know, And it wes called Teuchterschule, the School for Daughters,

And we learned, we gtudied here French, English, German, Gorman literature, And

not even Chemistry and Physics, We had & littls chemistry and physiecs in the public
school, bui very little,

L.B. Did your family at this time - 1906 - Frang Joseph is atill Emperor - Did they
love the Empsrorx? How dld they feel about the Emperor?

G.H, Yes, we leved him, We reapected him., We children, I don't know if my parenis,..
we never gspoke about it,

I.B, ¥as there a plotwrw of him in the house?

G.W, (laughs) No.

L.B. Vell, among the Russlans it was Batyushka Cpar, but not amengst the Jeuws,

G.¥W, Well, in Ruseia 1t was absolute @ monarchy. But I remember the Bmperor®s bivithdlay,
It was celebrated in the smallest village. The 16th of August.

fix i 8mckhe .

L.B: So there was no great love for the Emparor as far as you know?

G.¥W, It may be that many pesople...

L.,B. I mean in your family?

J.W., Yes, But gctually when 1t came to the war, mothey,then they were &ll whipped up
to patriotlsm and naticnalism, and my uncle ARthur, your brother, he went off to war
fighting the Russlans,

G.¥W, When the war started I was already in Vienna,

J.¥W. Yes, but he was very pairiotic for the Eapire, hﬁ’wﬂ

LB, I'11l tell you why I'm asking this now., The impression we have, both from hooks

and from talking te other people, is that those Jews whe lived 1n the Austrlan
Emprire before the first W,W, were gquite well off, They wore cemfortable, ‘They wers
not persocuted the way the Russian Jews weve,

G ¥, What de you call persscution? Thers was & numerus clausus, For the Jewish stwdents
1t was very very difficutl to stvdy modicine, a mx numexus claveus, T den’t knew how
many. I remembex when I was a student in Vienna in 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913 thers
were aluvays fights hatween the Jewish students sud the Deutsch Nazlonale (7)., Every
Saturday the both sides of the University,”one side there woxe the Jewish mtudents
on the other gide,..And there was slways fighting. Amnd the police came, But the
Czechs, who wore still in the monarchy heememzbofore the W.W. and durlng the ¥. ¥,
they hated the Austriaens. They hated the Vienness, They hated the Emperorx. They rsmally
vere traltors. We could understand that, They were traltors during the W.W. They
deserted 1o the other side, to the Ruszsian side., Bult the Jews were noi, you couldn’t
call it persecution, Por lnstance, later on, in Foland, no Jew could study medlcine,

Lo Be m'l”n‘?

G,W, In the 30's, s

L.B. No, letlsnot go that faxr, Let's stay before the first H,H‘, during and after

G.¥, Amd I kaow, I had a prof=ssor. He came from Germany, from Bonn, And he ha»wa tha
Jews really. He left Vienna after tree years, went back to Bemn,,..

L.B. He was & Relchsdeutcher?

G.¥, A Reichedeutscher, Because Vienna at that time was not enocugh national for hia,
And he wouldn't shake hands wilth any Jewlsh student. I think I was the only one
he shook handswith, Really, I never teld you.( To her family)

L.B. What year is this? You were at the Universlly what years?

G. W, I got my Ph,D, in January 1913,

LoBo During the "&I'?

G.¥, It was during the war,

L,B, There you were, A wonen, a Jew, from Uzechoalovakla - ELxmmxthwmxfsr

G.¥W, No, I was not from Czechoslovakis, it was all Austria...

L.B., I know, but you from the Czech portien of the Empire and here you were in Vienna
and you wexe getting your Fh.D, at the University. Now how did you do 1t? Mevad 91%}

G.W, At that time it was net llke here, Net so many people went to Unilversitissm.

L.B. I know, nk but 1t had to be difficult for you,

G.W, And if you had & high school diplons there were not meny universlties.

Grete Weininger p. 6 416
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There were four ox [ive universitles, ) %» .E’.R.GW N

LB, Was it difficultfor & woman to get into the university?

G.H, HNo, the professors didn’t ¢reat you like they trested the male studenis.
For instanco, the professor of french literature, It's ridiculous, He hated women,
He hated women students. And bui he pouldn't help 1t when we wewe accspted, Bub there
worontt 80 MABY, ... AL ;m..?] bt losatar -

L.B. But how did you get in?

J. U, that mother caells a high school diploma, is called maturae, And it is much nox»
difficult te get that. G, E it fevea € tf.cjffa. g B3

L.B., Did vou get your degree in externa., Ny father got hieg degree in externa and that's
how he was able to go.

G.%¥s I had te take privete lezmons 1o take the examinations, te enter, but neit at the
university, at the high school,

L.B, let ne sea 1f I understand, if you passed the examinatlons from the gymness, then
that was your matuya, then that was your passport te the university, Right? e

J.¥, But &t is also already two years of college here, I/ awcnrniwd Vo 14 quetrts/ AT

L.B, MNow, did it make any difference then, once you had this exam, this matura, uhetlhey
you were & woman, Jew...

Gouc Hol
L.B, Did you have 1o brike anyone ic¢ be abla to take the exams?
G.W. No,

L,B, Bacause we spoke to men that had to pay.

G.W, Only I hadto take, when you were such a student as I was, and there were more,
I had friends, we had {o take all the subjects, all the subjecis, even religion
we had to take’éxamination. A written and an oral, At the boys high school they

& @didn*t know me. I had applied for the examination, In everything, I learned Greak
in two years, And I read nore Greek authors {han the bays in high =c¢hool.So I had
to take Latin, I had to take Greek, I had to take French and Pnglishb, The Franch
and English I took I didn't need for the examination, It was really difficuli.

And then, we didn't have'llks the studenis hers heve the advisore when they cows
to college and they are told what to study, which chasses to taks, We had te chooss
our own courses, They were very cheap, I mean the university,

L.B., ¥here did you live In Vienna? ¢ 7

G.We T had wilth my friend together a furnished room, A furnished room with & mother,
with a very nlce old lady. The mother of sy former French teachsr.

L,B, Wexre theze people Jews?

G.W. Yah, but net praciising Jews.

L.B, I was going to ask you that, was your famlly, let's say your father and nother,
were they observant Jews? Did they go to shule, to synagogue?

G.¥, It was & very small sinagogue. Wo didn't go every,..Funny thing, Friday night
was not go Amportent. It was Saturday morning.And they didn’t go, Hy father didn’i
go much, !y father went to the High Holy Days and te Fesach and Yitzkor, my motheyr
went nmore often, but we had & kogher heouse,

L.B. And the prayers in the synagogue were In what languege?

G.W., In Hebrew, o S

L.,B. In Hebrew. And you studied Hebrew you sald, for hew many vears? ... ¥, { Sk (_.zr:..__g&, 1*)

G.H. T studied Juat the prayers.

L.B. So you learned enough Hebrew to read the prayers., You did not read any ef the
iterature in Hebyrew that came later?

G.W. No,

L.,B, Were you influenced by the Zionist movement &t all? Did 1¢ toush you at alli?

G, ¥, Not my family, really,.But my older simlter got mgiried and her husband was a

Zienist already as a siudent in Vienna at the University and she becams a very,
vory active Zionlst. Very active. She didn’t live in the same town with my parenis,
didn't know Hebrew but at that time the real chalutzim) we called ther, I remesbsr
and my slater was en Erglish teacher. She hed studled partly at the University af
london, gave private lessons in English,. And she had always ten or twelve of {hega
chalutzim who lsarned English. Becauss at that time, I don't think that anybody konew
x‘eaJJinebrew, in Austirila,

L.B, Now Herzl was a Viennese wasn’t he?
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J.¥e I don'"t think he knew Hebrew either. ' 3‘ EROW o
L:B. I'm sure he didn’t,
JoW. ‘Thecdore Herzl, did he knew Hebrew? (To his mother)
G.W. I suppose he didn‘t, Maybs he learned a 1little
L.B, Well, did you know about him? Did you heer aboui him?
G.H. Of course,
L.B. Were you inteveamted in what he was dolng and writing and saying, in the

vhele movemeni? Were you yourself interastad?

G.¥, When I was merxied in the family of my hugband was not Interested et «3lin ihis®
L.B. They were not interested, When did you nmarry Mrs. Weinliuger?

G.¥. 1in 1917,

LB, 'Two years after you {inished your Ph.D. And you lived whers?

G.W. In Vienna,

L B. You stayed in Vienna. And they , the Welnlngexs wera not intorested in ?ion:um*
G, H.J0But they wers quite an interssting family. L. _7u W poesd el pug of i
MW, Do you want to Imew how she met father? ¢

L,B. Yes, I'd like to know, Where dld you meet your husband?

G.W, At the opera house, in the feurth gallexy.

M.¥. HNaturally?

L.B. Do you went to tell us sbouti 17

PR v e
P TR ; .

End of flrst side

L,B. Now when you were llving in Vienna during the wax, Jews msre coming from Galigis.
Pecullzr Jewa were coming from Galicla, right? Pecullar Jews wars coming from Eastiorn
Burope with the war, The Russians wexre advancing and they were running.

G.¥o And T must {ell you, I'm sorry t¢ say this they behaved vexry bLadly,

L.B, Is thet right? In vhat wey?

J. ¥, Who hehaved badly?

G.W, I can understand if they were poor, you know, but they vrganlgmed o black wsrket
T mean we really hed not much food during the first W.¥W., and they organlzed o blagk
market and people mold thelr jeweliy to have soms money to buy food for the ohllidren,
~on the black market, They had the black markst in jewels

L,B, How what did that do te you? Did it hurt you somehow? DAd it interfere with your
1ikfe.

G.W, Of courge,.Gentiles knew about it and made rewarks.

L.B. 4h, I see,,..But actunlly it didn®t touch you. Did you know any of theas pevple?
Did you meet any of thesa Jews?

G.¥W, Ho,

1.3, Your life wes separete from thelrs? What happened to these psople, wora they

Ix pughed forwerd or sent back?

G.¥, ‘They were not sent back. lost of them stayed in Vienna or went to other cities.

L,B, HNow, these psople whom we know who were very well sducated and they came from une

portion, they were in the Austrian EFmpire and wers evacuated tc your section, to Morvawvia,

And then as young boys they went io Visnna to study, Now theme were originally Hasidio
boya, Tou knew about the Hasidim? Yes, Did you know any Hesildinm?

G.¥W. No. I never saw one.

L.,B, You never szaw one,

B,¥., I think they must have chavnged, RN

1,B. Yhen they came to Vienna they cut the paim, firast thing, then the hat cans off,
agd the clothing changed, Then they were liberated, But they lived in the sacond
digtrict,

G.H. Oh, they lived in the second district, 1t was the Jewish district. But also Chrie-
tlans lived there, :

L,B. Now, they reported that during the war and especially after, they had teryible
rroblens getting Jjobe, gettlng enoughto eal and then of course there was the nroblen
with them of citizenship, oncs the wer was over, because they had orlgilnally heen
Augvriane but when the war was over they were Foles,RBixht? And they didn't want ‘o
go back to Polend. And they were agbusily without atatus in the ciiy of Viemna., Did
you know any eof theme psople? Pt ALKy &

G.W. No.
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LB, What kind of people did you know? L EROWN

G.H, I muet tell you we had friends, but alwasy the same friends for' years &nd yerrs.
He didn'*t look for new people,

L.B. What kind of pecple were your friends? What did they do?

G.¥W. Business and,.,ordinary psople,

L.B, There w= must be something that made them your fiiends snd not these other pzople,
These other pecple wexe not your friends,

GeW, We lived rather far from the second district of Vienna I mean, Far,

L.B. Your hushand was in business?

G' "‘ Yah.

L.,B. Vhat kind of business was he in?

G.¥, Exporting, imperting.

LB, And you had how many children?

G. ¥, Twaj!ﬂ.’

L.B, You lived in what, an apartment or a house?

G.¥W. An srariment.

L.B, An &partment, What distrlet in Viemna 7

G.W. The sixth district,

L,B. The sixth district, in an apartment in Vienna, And you had two boys and your husband
was in lmport snd export. What did you do during fhe day?

G.¥, The Tirst years I was teaching,

L.B. Before your children were bhern? _ .

G.W, No, alveady when my older boy sas bobkn, Bult you know, he was botn in the last year
of WW T and it was & veyy bad time you know, And I remember he was born in March, I
gtayed heme, I dldu't go to school, It was the end of the school year, and thea in
September I siarted teachlng agsain,

L,B., You had help then. Somebody had to take care of the baby?

G.¥., Yah,

LB, Whom did you have for help?

G.H. At that time moatly everybedy had a mald, a live-in mid'g

I.B., VWas she & Jew?

G.¥W, BNo, No Jewish girl weuld do demastlc werk in Viemna, . L gt > /

L.B, VWhat was she? Vhat natlonality was she? /ﬂ‘,%mm/téw oig a e 4%“" , G e

G.¥, Flrst of all we never askeld her, "¥What ars you?”

L.B. But couldn’t yuu tall by talkmg 1o her,

G.,W, I always had my malds for a long time so I didn't have...they all got marvied frva
ny housze, So¢ the first one was Czech, Bub the other ons was Austrian frem the Tyrol,
Upper Austris. Deecfirsixawm My last one was very cleae, ler father was & farmer
clese to the place whers Hitlar was born. But she is,..she ls still aldve and shs'a
a wondexrful woman,

L.B., Do you still correspond with her?

G.¥W, Yes. ©Sha'll never gorgat the birthday of my children,

L.,B. And they were marrled from your home. How most of thess women were Cstholic then,
s that coxrect?

G. W, Only Catholic.

L.B, HNow Merion's trying to bring szomething out, that you went ito opsara, you went to
coffee houses, When was this that you did these things? Afier you were married or
hefore?

G. ¥, No, Az & atudent,

L.B. How could you afford it?

G.¥, Tt didn*t cost much., Standing room on the fourth gallery and the students conld
get half price but you had t¢ ba at the University at 8 o'clock, there you got the
ticket, then we had to run to the box office of the opers and to exchauge 1%, And
then we had to be at the opera which we wanted to see, At three o'clock in the
aftgrnoon standing cutside hecansge we had 10 run up to our standing seats,

L.B. Now what do you remember about your time thers at the University? Do you remembap
anything? You say the professers did not like Jews, right?

G.¥W. One, One I knew,

I»B. In generel, In general was there any fealing?
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G.W., We do net say, we wore not persecutsd, we Jews, but no Jew could Dechbrme a full
professor, at that time.

L.,B, What I meant, there were no pogroms, or were there? There wes ne vielence wus therd

Gowa P&?-Id.on?

L.B. Was there violence? This was what I meant by persecutiom,

G,H, Ne, No, .

L,B. There was none, That was what I meant,

G.W. There vas violence, when Hitler.,,

I.B, HNo, ...

G.W. Before Hlitler, what was 1it? It was & ritual murder, Mazarvk, they made him iresl-
dent of (zecheslovakia was the defsnding lewyer for the...

L.,B, Thore was a fameus CUzech case, in Morevia was 1t?

G.We Yes, in Moravia. It made Mzzaryk famous as a lawyer.

L,B. DNow you heard ef that., The Jews that you knew had hesrd ef 1it?

G.W. Yes. ' )

L.,B. Were you part ef a Jewish community at any part ef your l1life In Vienna?

G W, Nha,t?

L.B. Were you part of & Jowish community?

G.W. We had te ba If we want it or net. Becamuse, there was, it was called Kultus
Germelnd, Gemelnd 1s unity, Kultus is religious.,.. And they werse net, it was net like
hers, that the synagogue was ...

Jo.W. It was centralized, the religious organizatien,

L.B., Ne, I don*t understand,

G.W. We had to, my parsnis had te pay besldes the regular linceme tax. they had teo opuy
a..i.

L.B, You didn't have a "kehilla" thers.

G. W, What?

L.B, A Kehilla, (te J.W.) you know what I mesan,That was in Esstern Furope. I didn't think
there was one in Austria,

J.W. I know what 1t is, It was sert of an emancipated thing. Namely, that if yeu, that
what are censldered civil functlens noew, like reglstering birthz, mervisges and o farth,
they had te¢ be done threugh this Kultus Gemelnd. .

L,B. It was llke the kehllla then?

J.¥. Except that 1t wasn't really it didn’t perfeorm &ll of the Jewish fumctiens,

G.,W, ‘They had te pay a tax, & rather high tax. And the peeple whe didn't pay the tax
to the Kultus Gemsinde, the state ceuld make &hem pay the mecney, aa any other state
tax. My parents had te pay fer their seats. They always had the sare seats in the Teaple,
And they had {e pay for thelr seats.

L.B. 8o what else did thoy de? Pepe (te J,W.) yeu sald they registered bilrths,deaths,
narrieges, what else? Collect money fer iis ewn suppert?

G.H. to suppert a hespital,

L,B. They had s hespital?

G.W, Rethschilds , the family of Rethzchild as you say alse supperted,,,

J.W. But it was a time of emancipation really, cultural ferment, as a result these whs
would net attach themnelves clesely to the religisn, could start dieappearing inte ths
general mainstram,

G.,W, Whether yo 2 went to the Temple e¢r net, as leng as yeu censidered ysurself te be
& Jew you had te pay the tax, If you didn*t want 1t any more you had te resign, oz =
Jew and aay you had ns "confesiesa®, yeu didn’t beleng 1o any religien.

I.B, We knew such a ene, He was a Reichedeutscher, He would put dewn “Ne affiliatien,”

G.W. And there was ne civil merriage, It didn'$ exist at all., For anybedy. Neither Ffer
Cathellics, Protestants eor Jews, Se thers were ne mixed mzxrrieges. Bither beth prris

you could gat married in a charch alse,

J,W. You had te cenvert firet.

L.B. 1 wosn gelng te ask, what happensd te these peeple whe wore emancipated, Hew 413 they
get married? Or didn®t they bether.

J. W, They were agsinilaeted.

L.B. They were assimilated, R A TS

G.W. ANy husband was in the Army, Yo b e j:'t’ /vua,ma( O A T /Efuw;?-.

@‘g ch 3 PWHTHQ*IUEtri&,n army?
L
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G.¥, But he wag not at the frent,/The Depsrtment of war,..he knew the impert sxpect
business and 1t was very lupertart far the government te get gome imports, At tihat

tine wo impoerted a lot frem Chinaz, dried aggs and all thls stuff, We didan’t have any
ezge, we didn't have any fleur, auny sugar any butter, nethlng. And se he get the job
there., But then tewards 1916 the whele situntien got really merieus, the whele mitustlen
for Ausiria, se ke had te de some service in the Aymy, alrzady., Se he was in 1917, he
was in the Army when we get married. And we got marrled in the barracke. In the harrvacks.

1.B. Whe married you?

G.¥W. A rabbl, whe was 2 chaplain., And I remenber it se well when I get thers and bs
heard my name he asked if I was related te Dr, Kulka, Rabbi Kulka, And I uaid yes, ny
grandfather, And I was very prevd that everybedy knew ef him, And then a2t the sams time

the game day, rigzht after we et merriad, they lesked fer mere and more aeldiasrs, you
knew, he had te ge te a phyalcal, a medical, and I saw him again in the afterncen.

L.B, New aid he ge off io fight or did he atill stay in Vienna with yeu?

He still stayed in Vienna with yeu,..., Now in, during, by 1917 in Bmg Februsry, inere
was a Revelutien in Russia, And the Kerensky gevernment came in? X Were yeu awers of

. this?

G.¥W, Of course, I had a student. A girl, & very nice intelligent zirl and bheyr hsne life
wasn't tee nice, Hew father and mother ware guarveling all the time, And she wuwz wont te
Russie at that time,

L.B, &he was cavght up in the rovelutienary spirit, it that it?

G.W, But she ceuldn't ge during the war. Right after the war, remesber the war got finlshed,
and in Dscember she went and nethéng was heard frem her, And another ceuple whem I knoew
¥xx alao,

J.H. My uncle was a prisencr ef war in Russia,

G.W, Hy elder brother for a long time. He was in the Aestylen army and ha was wounded,..

J.W. He wallksd acress Siberiw...

(daughter in law brings eut pictures of family members)

L,B, Did he? New are yeu on this picture? ¥Which ene? Oh, hew darling. New whe is ithis
lady,

G. W, (laughs) I &lways was a heavy, tell girl, My older sister,

L.B, And this sne?

GoWo My younger brother, the enly one whe is allve new. He dfi died,

L.B. And thisene.

G.¥. HMNy father, .

L.B, He deesn’t leek unhealthy. He lecks very healthy, And this,

G.W, W bmtheoeow nether,

L.B. And this is yesur eldest brether, Ch, beautiful familyt,

G« W, The phetis wes rmade befere he went te study ln Vienne.

L,B., T he studied in Vienna tes?

LB, Did they all study in Vienna?

G.W,. R No . My sister didn't ge te Univeraity. She sheuld have gene, She was the nest
intelliznet of us, But she didn't ge. She,,.When she gtudied fer sems time in Isendesn,
because she mEw concentrated feyr seme time in English and my brether studied, 11 was
already after the war, se he gtudled in Czecheslevakia, in Prague,..

L.B. Why didn't you ge te Prague? Why did you go to Vienna?

G.¥, Prague,,.We aluways went to Vienue,

L,B, I hknew, Why?

J,¥. Il was clegexr

G. W, Yah, it wvas cleser., But I knew at that tinme net a werd ef (nech.

J.¥. But there was a Germen unlversity in Prague tes, The Geraman languaze univeraiby in
Prague,

G.¥W, The eldest university that was fewded in 1348,

L.B, Uhat was thia one new?

G.W, Charles University.

L.B. I den®{ knew that ene,

Grandgent Graudma, what Aid yeu cencentrats on in your dscteral studles? Wnat did yew
study in univergity, what did you de yeur docteral werk en?
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Grandsen: Did you have te write a thesia? Yeu never told me? A dissertatien?

G.W. Oh yes, ef courae, '

L,B, On what did yeu write 1t?

. GJW. I was desperate, I didn‘’t knew what I sheuld write, I remember it, And I met cue

of ry professers and he was a yeung ene, a yeungor ene, net e¢ns ef the ¢ld prefssaere,
And T teld him I den't imew what te de, and hs said "I really can't help yeu, I knaw
hew difficult it is te find a geed theme in German literature. But the ether day, he
gald, I vead semething in Geethe's "Dichtung und Warheit" partly autebliegraphy by
Geether and he speaks amgt abeut an uncle, a great unclef, ef whom I've never heaxd
and I den't think there is much published abeut it, Try te find semething abeut thig
man on which you can go on, But I really can't help you, I den'’t knew anything about

him.” He was & profeseser of German literature, Se I dld end I reelly managed to do it,
te de 1t gulte well,

L,B, You knew, I'm golng te step this fer a while and let peepls,,.

GeWouooeIn the high scheels,...ln Treppau, the Jewish students fer a leng time weren't

spoken to by the Gentile students, They didn't speak to themat all. And when they
speke, you knew, in German is “"du™,,,?

L.B. 'Du" is the familiar, right?

G.¥W. "Du” i the famillar apd ¢f courss in the scheels, everybedy, the students alweys
sald "du" te each ether but,thsy said "Mister se and se" when they sald semething and
"Zle", yeu knew, Because they didn't censlder them their equels,

L.,B., The pesple whe lived in yeur little tewn, in Treppau, the enes whe were net Jeus
what did they de fer & llving?

G.¥W, 0Oh, everythinz. Seme were teachera, seme were englneerz. It was & tewn where the
efficers whe were, lived en pensien, retired, Ch, there was se much military in the
steets., My brether, my eldest brether, after hles matura, did ene year military sexmvics,
He 41dn't have te take mere becasue he had the matura, And there was a little busivess,
craftamen, artlats alse, >

L.B, But there were net just farmers er peor people living areund yeu,” Hew was thsir
standard of living cemparsd te yeurs?

G.W. Seme ef them maybe higher, ether lewer, like everywhere. Everywherve else,

L.B. Now let me seo, there were seme quectiona?,..imxm Was thers a decter in your tewn?
(leuder) & decter? '

G.W, Ch, of ceurse. With heapital,

L,B. New was thisg ene Jewish, run by the Kultusgemeinde?

G.¥. Ne, that was not in Treppau, that was in Vienna,

L.B. 'There was ne Kultusgemeind in Treppau?

G.¥W., Na., No Jowish hesgpital,

J. ¥, It wae teo small,

L,B. 5o, whe ran the hospltal?

G.¥. I think the tewn, the city. And we had a decter yeu knew, that was the cusiem in
many families, whe was paid feyr the whele yesar and he came regularly, when he cume i
otir neighberheed, He cams like a vislfer and lecked at us or asked hew we were., ind yau
could call him ef course when semething special was, He was a vory nics mar, But there
were goed cye descters. Thers were Fmidm geed speciallats in Treppau,

L.B, New wore there any Jewlsh decters?

G.W, That was & Jowigh decter, The decter was a Jew., The Jews were mestly the docters

eye
yeu kmew, Some were lawyers, Exactly like hexe,

L,B. What absut the pelice? Yeu had a pslice ferce,

G.¥, Yah, but there were ne Jews.

L.B. Ke Jows en the pelice ferce,

G.W. A Jow weuldn't beceme & peliceman at that time, I den't lmew 1f they weuld have
taken hin, I was net interssted, But there were ne Jews in the peilce.

L,B. VWhat was the pepulatien of Treppau altegether, de yeu have sny idea?

G.W. Hew meny? 25,000 at that time,

L.B. 25,000, That'e a geed size, Now there's ene thing that we want te knew. You kuaew,
seedid you knew all the Jewish families im Treppau?
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G.W. No.

1,B. Yeu didn't, How cema? )

G.W, Oh! Hew ceme! I it6ld yeu, we ware net gelng eub s® much. We had eur friends sy
ve children mede friends in schesl and then the parents became friends 2f the parents
of sur friends,

L.B, Hew did yeu chee¢se yeur friends? _

G.W, 'The wemen siayed at heme and semeatimes te thse thealer te & geed cencert, Ye had
geed, really geed px danists and vielinlsts, the best 7 and singers, thay,

211 these mer came and gave cencerts. And my parentes always teek tickets and went with
us, My mether went, My father didn't gafﬁat night. My mether and father went with us
children te the cencert, They didn’t apare the mensy fer ua.

iy

L.,B, Hew did yeu pick yeur friends? Fer example, hew many clese friends, ¢an you rewembar,
did you hava?

G.W. I bhad quite a few, My aister, she and another Jewisgh glrl were in her alssses snly.
There were ne more, And ghe didn't like that girl tee much, I remsmber her name tod,
Trudi s very wsll, But she didn't like the girl. She stayed moesily by herssll,

L.B, But yeu hed several frienda?

G.W. ©Several friends,

L,B, VWhat did thelr fathersz de?

GeW, I have te think n@wf, One was a manufaoturer ef textiles, thaey were vary well aff,
The other ene had a “Malifabrik", hew de ysu say?..,Making malt fer beer frem owis,
frem barley he made the nalt.

J. W, wmomtly fer beer,

L,B., Wexe any of them psoor?

G.W. DNs, they were net peer, :

L.B, Were thers any peer Jews in Treppau?

G.¥, Trers wars peer Jews I Imew. There was & sheemaker, veu knew megtly shee repaire.
One daughter went te ¢lass with me, srd they were weer,

L,B. VWere you aware ef this difference between rich and peer?

G.¥W, Yah,

L.B, Yeu were. Were ysu friends with any peer?

G. ¥, ¥swmoonm Yah,

L,B. 7Yeu were, Did they ceme te jour home?

G. ¥, Yah,

I.B, Apnd yeu want te theira?

G.¥., Yah, But I had also Chyigtian ,..twe friends were erphans, in an erphangge,

1.B, Christlan er Jew?

GoW, Christian, And they were flse my friends, They came te my Dirthday pavty.

L.B, Se they were an excsptlen then ameng the Gentiles, because yeu said before.,.

G.¥. They weuldn't have cene if I hadn't dnvited them. They wers very glad te ceme
bacanss that erphanage suppesedly vexy bad, They teld that, I den't think that, espicialiy
ene, wag net lying to me, She was very goed frlsnd,

L,B, Se these twe Christian girls came te yeur hems, Yeu see, what I'm trying fe gat st,..
Here the Jews stratified? By class? Did they mix by class?

G.¥W. Yah, I% depelled en,,,

L.B. Right, but where? Fer sxample your father and yeur mether woni te aynagegue acoanienn.
Did all the Jews go te the sams ayhsgogue or was there nere than ene synsgegue?

GeW. There was mere than one. There were several.

L,B, ¥What kind d4id yeu ge te? :

G,W, At that time I didn’t knew any eother ene, I think it was the (onservative

L.B, Censervative?

G.W. Yah, Bscause the wemen were sittlng up in the gallery ye¢u knew, But I den't ..,
my sencald it can't have been a Conservative bscause we had an oxgsn already.

L,B. ¥Well, it might have been in transitien, yeu kaew, turning.

G.We 1T den't knew, I know there was a refermed Temple in Germany, net in Austrisz.

I have ne idea, I didn't Imew then,

1.B, gow. whe came to your synagegus? Did peer Jews ceme alse er only middle clasaand
uppay

G.W. There didn't exict an upper Jewish clasa, Y didn'{ knew, They d¢idn't live nlage
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by these ;.cL  maybe then wont te anether.,,.l romember; I was enly ende,” I Wan invited

more ¢ften, but I remember enly ene girl's heuse, Christian girl, Christian famlly,
they had meny children, but there I was enly invited becauss her father was & puritner,
a business partner of my maternal grandfather,

L.B. Se yeu were en the acceptable liat? Yeu wore accepted becssuse he knew yeur
maternal grandfather?

G.W. Yah,

L.B. But te ge back to the Jews in Treppau, what synagegus did the pser Jows ge to?

G.¥W, I den't knew,

LB, Yeu den't know,

G.Y¥, They went in the secend district...

L.B, Tals is Vienna now, I'm talking absut Treppan,

G.¥, Oh, in Treppau., In Treppasu,.,I den't knev if they cawe te the synagsgue. Thers
were not many poer peeple, net many, maybe twé er threo fumllies.

L,B, Yeu soa, what's interesting, when we first asked my father Shis questien he anl
theye was ne difference, Thie is in Russia. It turned out thers were four aynagegies
In a 1ittle town of 500 families, And there wag & very dlstimet difference whe weut
to which synagegus, And then finally he said, Yesh, there wes a difference, 5% thia
iz whet I want yeu te undersiand,

G.¥W, I auppese they came 1f they went te synagegue at all., I den't knew.

L.B, I undeorstand what yeure saying., Yeu den®t k eoven kuew if they were religisus,
Yeu had ne contact with them, essentlally, Risht? Is that what you're seying?

G.H, Parden?
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L.,B, Yeu had ne centact with them, really.
- G,¥., In schoel with the girla,
L.B, What did yeu talk azbeut with these girie?
G.W, ¥hich girls?
L,B, The peer girls, the Jewigh glrls, _
G. W, Idaten, I'm 82 years eld. Hew should I remesbsr what I was talliing abeut? {lavghe)
L.B, TRight. De you remomber?

G.W, (8%t411 lavghing) Ne, I den't remember, Regular things, scheel beeks, hays wnd
ethey things,

L.B. ...Al1 vight new lwt's ge 1o the time after yeu'rve meyxried. Are you teés tirsd te
eshtinue?

G.W, ¥Ne. Im net tired, But I den't knew what yeu want ts know mexe,

L.B, Yeu knew if I didn't want te inew mere, I weuld stop, But I'm net really quits
finished yet, 0. K.?

G [ ] Wl 0‘ KO

L.,B. New, when you weres married and ysu lived with yeuxr husgband and yeu had yeur tw»s
children you were teaching, rizht? Vhat kind ef & scheel did yeu teach in?

G, W, High scheel,

L.B., Yeu taught In & high schesl. And thexe was ne preblom sbeut geatting & Jlob bring »
Jew and & weman?

G.,W, At that time 1% was very hard to get a Jeb at &ll. There wvery few,..thare wan snly
one co-woducetional high scheel, And that was a peivate scheel, At thatl time thero were
glready in Vienna, sne real hlgh scheal for girls, sne cemplete reatl high...

L,B, Vhere did yeu teach, at the ceeducatleral?

G.W, Yah,

L,B, What did you teach?

G.H, German,

LB, ©Oh, frem yeur decterate, Right, New csuld you tell me juat a 1ittle bit abeut vsux

gocial 1ife, Yeur husband was in the expert liwpexrt businegs, Whe were yeur frisnda?
Really. I asked the questien befers,.,

M.W. Didn't you have an American?,,, The Nichslaberge (sp?)

G.W.. Nog they 1lived in lsnden, Thoy vwere the pariners ef ay husband. One wagz the swaix
sen of a very rich man and he was...eh, we wera friendly, but I ceuldn‘t censlder hix
wife & friend altheugh even hls parents invited us all the timc and se en, And the eiler
partner was an old bachelex, &lmest 70 years oid, whe had & (hristizn girlfriepd, and
1 was very fxiir friendly with his Chrixtian girl friend.

L,B, He wesz a Jow and he had a Christian girl friend?

G.W. Yeh.But he waz net practising Jew, And, that wes aveyy intersating femily,..ails
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+v.he had, his paztner lived with eme brether, three eld sisters and musg of then
(o liane

wes married, They were really my friends.ﬁgiéer then I and they hed their se called
"Jjeur" as we called it, 7 Jewr", the day, ...

L.B, Uh, le jaur, yes, ves... .iug;giﬂ

G.W. Wednesday they stayed h@me\nnd they racelived vialters and Ged Terbid I wenldn’t
cene on » VWednesday, yeu knew. They liked me very much and they were very sngry
at we when I didn’t ceme, And they had all (ef sic) them eld friends, it was nst
very entertaining fer ue,

M,W., VWhat time did yon visit en & "Jjeur™?

L,B, - Tea, 1'l1l bet,

M. W, Omly tea tims?

G.W, What we called (yazusmet)? and vory geed cakes,
L.B, Rew, did ysu think ef yeurself as & Jew?
G.W, PFarden?

L.B. Did you think of yeurself sg & Jewlsh weman?

G.¥W, Always, always, All my childheed, I wag always very preud o being & Jew,It
started vhen ny sk scheel friends, Gentile scheel friends, had Le ge te thelix Iirst
cenfessien and cemmunien when they were eight yeavs ¢ld, And geme ef thew, I saw
then standing, thai waz dene always during scheel tine, we steyed in scheel ernd they
went te church and I saw them standing tegether and talking, talking and zome of then
came t6 me, " Flesso t2ll me senme, glve me seme sins” they seld, "We have te confess
and we den't lnew anynmers.” Se I said, "Oh Ged, is thot a stupld religien.”

L,B, Did yeu give them some sins?

GoW. (Laughba)

L.B, You didn't have any eithex, huh?

G. 4, And sf courae the Jews childven vere always better in class,

L.B. The Jewish children were hetter im clams?

G.W, Alwaye better, whether they wanted it er net, I den't knew, whather they studizd
nore er net,

L.B. 1Is this semethinz yeu saw er you just heaxd?

G.¥W. Re, I know 1t. And alse later, when I was, married then and friends, ysunger
friesds had little children, the little beyd went o scheol and en Resh Hashens

~ and Yea Kippur, the Tirst grade he dldrn't arrive in scheel, he didn't {sit) in achw}.,

*. &nd then the teacher agked thelr questiens, and they ceunldn’t answer it and he -
yelled at the kids "Why arxs yeu se stupid {eday?™' We always mix made llke this
(gestures) when we wanted to talk, and ene of them get up "Tescher, Jewish beys

are not here," That was a real stery,

.4, Iacidentally I met ene ef hex calleze Ffriswmis, Jennle, in New Yerk,..

G, W, Yeu want me te tell abeut the dusl?

M.¥W, Ne, your cellege frlend Jennie, I wmet her. Your cellige friend, Jennie, Yesn,
end she had a very interesiing brether, right?

L.B. New let me take yeu back. Yeuro msrried, you have thia clrsle of frienmde, All wy
ther Imew they are Jews, right? But itz a kind of o cleged cixcls,

GeW. By bDest friosd get mpxuied o a gontlle,

L.B, Ah,W%What happened then?

G.¥. He was a colleagnue, he was & teacher also and hls wife dled very young and he

had a little baby, a cne year cld baby and they got married, Iln church, in one of
the bliggest churches and I wasn®t invited at all, I only heard much later. And you
know, I think he didn't want me to see her or her to see me, hecause for years 1
hadn't seen her.

L,W, After she marrisd you did not see hexr?

G.W., After she married, But then we met a2gain and agalin,,.slex she roomed with me
We roomed together, we were roonates and we took our examinations, the first, the
sane day, the Fh.D., the same day, you know., And then she met this guy you know..,

L.B, And =0 she became Catholic?

B.W. He was a very nice man otherwise. He died vexry young.

L.B. Now, here comes the,..we'll go back to the Russian Revolution, O,K.?

G.W. O.K. At that time my brother... ‘

L,B, 1917,
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G.W, My brother was a prisoner of war in Siberia, L BFOH Y

L.B. Right, Now did you want to tell us about him? He walked across Siberia?

G.¥. Yah, He walked across Siberila. I mean the war was over in Novembar '18
and he came home in August '20, 1920, He walked and he was working on his way
and in Vladiveostok he got on a British ship, he did some work on this ship
50 he didn't have to pay.

L.B. So he went east? From Siberla he went Bast, he dldn't go west back to Austria?

G.¥W, Of course,

L.B., Of ¢ourse, He would have crossed the armies, right,

G,¥, Russia and Poland, There was no possibllity.

L,B, There was Civil War raging. That's why I was wondering how he managed, So he
went east to Vladivostok and then took a ship back, is that right?

G.,W. Of course, the ship teok much longer than usually. He was afraid that my fathe
was not alive any more. So he didn't come home straight, to our homw, My parents
were very worried. My sister was married before me, And he went to a friend of ny
parents and she cane to tell my mother that he's home. And then we all went from
Véenna, 1o my parents and I remember he came with a full long beaxrd. And for sore .
time he didn't want to shave it. But then my mother asked him to Bed Frlw fi - pivin

L.B. Did you know during this time that he was alive?

G.W. Yah, Yah, But you know, it was also very terrible, My younger brother wasn't
quite fourteen years old when the war statted and he knew Czech and German very
well, Se, he was in high school and one day, from here one day, like here, from the
county,from the county government...they had the house next to our house, came %o
my parents and asked if my brother couldn't help....

End of gide 2 Part I

G.¥W, Because the offlcial language was stlll German, all the written things had to
be in German and my father said, He has to go to school, And he said, "We talked
already to the teachers! He could go in the morning to school and in the early
afternooon he will miss a few classes and come to work, without payment of course,
Now a boy who isn't fourteen years old, to get paid? And that he did, Besides that
because ny father was sick and mas he was afraid that if some bad news from my
brothex would come it would be bad for my father. So with the mailman he had an
agreement., He wouldn't deliver the mail, He would wait until, would walt until he
came from school and would give him the mail., And there was really one, a card,
forom the Red Cross that he was missing, my brother, missing in combat. So my
brother, my youngsr brother Hans, didn't tell my parents, But unfortunately, one
or two days later my father got a package and when he unpacked it it was a gun,

and a short letter Lyem of & friend from my brother that it belonged to my brother.
So my younger brother couldn't tell him any goed news. He got the news he was
missing and here came , they saw,.,.my parents really thought he was killed,.

But then after six weeks, came from the Red Cross also the news that he was
made prisoner,..

L,B, By the Russians?

G.W. By the Russians, yah, At the Russian-Galieclan border was a big fight.

L.B, Now, what year was thig that your brother was made prisoner?

xRy G.W, 1916,

LB, 1916,

G.W. Summer, 1916,

L,B. The first revolution was in February and then the second...you paid attention
to the Kerensky, to the Provisional government didn't you? Did you? You Jews in
Germany, you knew nak what was happening in Russia?

G,¥W., Yah, eavexrybody,..

L.B., And what did you feel about it? Anything?

G.¥, You know, we had so much with our own (stuff? ) to do, really..,

L,B, Well, did you think 1t was a good thing for the Central Powers or did you think
it was a bad thing or were you in favor of the revolution?...

G.W. The first time when the revolution came in Russia we knew that Austria and
Germany were lost,

L.B, You thought that?
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G.W, Yah, } ‘gﬁiinvm

L.B. Why is that? You should have thought maybe that...Why did you think that?

G.H. Well, we saw what was going on, For instance, when my children were born,..
one was born after the war, but my older one, during the war, I didn‘t go to the
hospital, I had the chlld at home, because I was told that it was terrible, the
situation in all the hospitals, The soldliers and not encugh nurses, more nurss2:s
had to go to the front, more and more wounded and injured people came back and
the nurees dida'*t even have time to wash thelr hands properly. So much work 42
do,

L,B, But why should & Provisional Revolutionary-partly revolutlonary governmsnt
in Russia make you feel that the end was near for Auvstria-Hungary?

G.W., It's not that way., The revoiution didn't make us feel but the progress of ihe
HAT .

L.B, Ah! I thought you sald it was...

G.W. The German--French,..the other front.

LB, Oh, 0.K, 1Then I misuwnderstood you, I thought it was this Kerensky govermient
that made you feel that. By that time you were already feeling that the war woul:s
come to an unsatisfactory end, This is what yourd saying., Now, did you follow
events in Russia at that time?

G.W. We read it in the paper of course,

L.B. You read it in the paper, that there was a Bolshevik coup, right? Were you
interested? Did it matter to you, persondlly? Or to your friends? What did you
think about it? '

G.W, (lLong pause) It's very difficult to say.

L.B. Vhy? It was a world shaking event,

G.W. I really didn't like revolutions at that time. But I knew that in Russia that
was different,

L.B, 8o you did think about it? It wasn't just something that you - " Oh, look, they
had a revolution in Russia today." You didn't just say that?

M.¥W. It was probably in the paper. I'm sure she read it evexry day,

L.B. I'm saying, Mrs. Weinlnger, did you have any feelings, or did your frimdfids express
any feelings, or did your husband express any feelings, either for or against...

G.¥W, MWe had so much with curselves to do, UWhen you are hungry and when you are
«os2nd when you hafe relatives, close relatives and you don't ,,. of course we
v« Decause of my brother...

L.B, You were concerned?

G.W. We didn't know what will happen to him how,

L.B, Would you say you were polltical people? You anhd ke your husband's family? [n
his circle were they politically oriented oxr not?

G.¥W., Ho,

L.B, Yah, Yah,

G.W. My father was politlcally orienited, you know that's very hard o explain,

the Uzech farmers, you know, they all had planned already thai
they would go over 10 the Russians, And bhut they had to go to the Aemy to fight, in
the Austrian army, Andbefore they went they came to my fathexr and asked him if he
would do that for them, And they said, they don't want,..if anything happens to ihem
or if they had to write something to thelir wives, or they had to write somethins to
sémeone and they wouldn't want their wives to know about 1t, if my father would
accedt the letters, They would address the letters to him, and in the letter there
be the letters., And my father was very naive at that time and sald "yes" and he did
1t. And one nice day he got a letter, a summons, from the Department of War, inntead
of a Defense Department, we had a department of War, to come for a hearing to Hienna,
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G.W. And he went, and he was told that all these people -had been traitars, traitors
for the Austrians; he didn't conslder them traitors because he knew the Czechs were
oppressed. And they had gone over to the Russians and how come that he accepted the
letters? And he had to go two or three times. Nothing happened to him, But it was
very unpleasant because he really was already at that time a rather sick...

L,B. Mrs. Weininger, are you too tired?

G.W. No,

L,B., You're sure?

L,B, Did you people expect the war to happen or was 1t a surprise?

G.W. Yes, yes.

L.B. You did expect 117

G.W, Yes. But we expected it for the wrong reasons, I remember when the Archduke
Franz Ferdinand and his wife were murdered in Belgrade (sic) in Yugoslavia, it
was & holiday, a Cathollc holiday so it was...we went swimming. I remember very well,
when we ,.,,out in the street there were there "Extra' , what do you call them the..,

came

L.,B, The newspapers.

G.W, The newspapers, And that they were murdered and I said "That's the beginning
of the war." 1 remember 1t very well, And the 3lst of July war was declared,

L,B., Well why did you feel that would be the beglnning of war? There was stili Lims
for thers not to be war after that, Why did you think there would be war?

G.W, Because, if you grew up in a monarchy, and theemperor and all the court, you
would know that if anything like that happenred to XhE a member of the governing
family and he was his successor, he was the successor to the emperor, but now I
really know that Germany had planned it for a long time, Kaiser Wilhelm and...you
k.now... )

L,B. You know there's a question about that,

G,W. At that time I dldn't know it. Thmem

L,B. There's a question as to whether he did plan it,

G.W., I remember when the tralns went fhrough with the scldlers 4o the sast to the
Russian border, we were, we young girls were at the railroad mamfwixhEx; we bring
Thuem atation
them sandwiches to gilve the Russians,..

L,B, The Germans..,

G.¥W. I was also...not the Russians, the Austrian soldiers, and it was hot that sugmer
that Auvgust, and I stood in the sun for a whole afternoon, and,,.,.

JL.B., And did your patriotic duties, right?

G,W, It was...

L,B. You were a young girl...

G.¥W, And even you know, some hope that we hadn't lost yet sompletely was when nmy,
when Carl was boitn , I tem femember and my hushand came one day, oh, everythin: l1s
turned around, The Big Berthe, that was a bilg...cannons, mshooting Faris, outside of
Paris, so not everything is lost...even at that time, we thought maybve, really,
something will turn up.

L,B. Well, if you didn't like the emperor and you didn't like the Austrian governmeni
why did you want Augtria to win?

G.¥W,. Pride.

L.,B. OQ.K,

G.W, Pride, really,Pure pride, You grow up in a country you know, Especially when
you are a child and when you grow up. '

L.8, That's very true, and very natural too, S¢ we got you through the Russian
revolution, Let's see, did you hear about the Bellis trdal in Russia? Beforxe the
Russian Rebolution there wag another ritual murder irial in Russia and this man

was accused of murdering a young boy, again, you know, io make the matsos with...
™. G.W, We always heard these things.

- L,B, You did hear them?

G.¥, Yah,
L.B
G,V
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«B. So to that extent you were rather Jew orlented but not politically orlented”
o¥.ee...there was also a pogrom in Kishinev I remember, I was very young when thils
happened. The pogrom in Kishinew,That was really terrible....But the eastermn,..
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W, in the east of Austria was an unknown, I didn*t know., _ L o Y

G. W

L.B. I understand that, That's why I say you're very different fromanyone else I've
spoken to, I'm very grateful to you for talking to us,Because you'll be something
"woy out". You're very differnet . Is there anything that you'd like to add?
Is there anything you would like to say for yourself?

G.W. What should I say? It was terrible, the Nagzi time in Vienna,

L.B, When did you leave?

G.W, We left early. We left in July 1938, They came on the 12th of March, bui these few
months were enovgh, I don't want to talk about it.

L.,B, No, mo. I don't want you to.

G.W. Although we didn't suffer too much. But latexr on my brother was in Dachau, disd in
Dachau and my mother and my...

I1.B. No, don't please,

G.W. +»o 1 Was happy that my parents didn't live any more. They died young. And my sister
and her son,,. i

L,B, Mrs, Weininger, nci0O,K? No! We're golng to just deal with the fixst World kwar,
You came over in the 30°s and your husband got established here, your hushand war
living then, you came ovey in X3¢ '38...

G.W., What do you mean?

L.B., You came to the United States in 19387

G.W, No, not in *38,

L.B., ¥When did you come here? .

G.W, HNot in '38, We couldn't come here. Ther Americans didn't }?@ﬁéi-Vf é L£L7 {{’ 4

L.B. I know, I know, It's tough for Jews to move, VWhere did you go?

G.W, We went to Czechoslovakia at that time, Because thers was my parents house. We alwsys
went in summer to he together to this house and stay togehher, part of the swamer,,.

L.B, But then you had to 1eave Czechoslovakia? jickhaixiimexmehndyckrmwsxseitooenis

~ G, At %hat time nobody knows what would happen to Czechoslovakia,

‘LB, No, But you had to leave, When did you leave Czechoslovakia?

G.W, Ve came to Czechoslovakia, as I said, into July 1938 and in March '39 we cane
to Prague, Under our windows we heard the motorcycles comlng all night long. And
then we tried to leave but couldn't get the visa, No, and we had a very goud affadavii,
from Pexcy Straus then owner of Macy‘’s, you know, Because my husband had businiess
connections with him, he gave us his affadavit., And we were lucky. All the consuiates
were already closed, Only in Vienna that was open. We had to ask the Gestape for ner-
mission to go for one day to Viemna to get the visa at the consulate and then we had
to get the transfer visa, transfer...; 0 g0 across Spaln. And everything was ready
to leave and suddenly the Gestape came to where we lived in Prague, asked for our
passports with the visa. Without explanation! Without telling ug If we wonld zet thew
back. For three weeks we didn't know, My husband didn't sleep one night. He was pacing
the figor, up and down, up and down. And T had everything ready, packed, But [ ccuiin®i
take everything what I wanted, We had to give them & list of evprything...l took & few
towels, I didn't know what would happen and we were allowed to take twe sHd¥s of outliary,
you know, silver for the table, two marim of forks, soup forks (sic) tablespoons, knives

sets
and tea spoons, that was all allowed.

L,B, Now let's drop that pari. Forget that.

G. W, But it was not so pleansant,

L,B. No, I know, That'®s whay we won't...it's getting too late to talk about that now,

- (LK.? You hear me? How, did anybody have any other questlons? Peg did you have?”

G,¥. Uy sons left earlier,They left earlier, They left a couple of days after the Cermans
came, And that was really only to the credit of my husband., He went to the greatest
risks to get them exit permlt, yon know from the Gestape,..

(Machine is shut off and the conversation is picked up again as Mrs, W. cannot get
off the theme of what happened to them, )

There was nothing to be had of baby things anymore, No diapers. I got only a certain
amount of paper diapers, real paper.

L.B, You maan, like newspapexr?

G.W. DNe, no, no, no. From the city.
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L.B, Because we use papey diapersyow.

M, ¥, They used good linen, table cloths, . Rt

L,B, No, she said she used paper diapers.

- G.H, So my mother tore up her good sheets, washed sheets,for diapers and my sister sent
ne, she had twins, and kept all the stuff, all the things she had, otherwise we wouwidn':
have gotten anything forx...

L.B. You know, Bibi asked a question which I had asked you and I'm not sure vou understond
it, and its late and I don't want to tive you, but,..Il'll esk you anyuay.We can®l
understend how, as a Jew, and a woman, you the endered the university seemingly with-
out any trouble, Do you understand my question?

G.¥W. ‘fah,

L.B.  You make nothing of 1t, Why? Wasn't it extremaly difficult?

G.W. No, no, 1 tell you the matura was very difficutl, The matura was very difficuit and
not so many people went to the university,

M.W. May I add that she must have been extraoriinarily bright.

L.B. That's right.

M.¥W, ©She doesn't say that,

L,B. 8o 1t wag the mature, But from the adminigtrative point of view, how things functioned,
even as a Jew, they had to let hexr take the matura, these men I'm talking about paid
to take it, They had to let her take it and then she had to pass it. Then once she did
that then apparently there was no problem, Now these men, if I recall, zaid thers wasg
somnething about paying to get into the university once they passed the exams, bthey had
to take othey exams in a major and a minor, or somethingl, to enter the university. Iz
that correct? And they said the German students all passed. Those who were Anstyian
nationality or those who were German nationality. But those who were, let's say of
Jewish descent, let's say Jew versus non-Jdew, The non-Jews had no trouble passing,

The Jews had trouble,

G, W, In Austria?

L.B, In Vienna, 'They had difficulty getting in, And these wers not mzmmix stupld men,
or uneducated,

G.W. As T t0ld you, medical school maybe you're speaking about the medical school. There
was alwaystrouble, Also the best students, I mean high school students had trouble.

And you lmow, you say the women, the women were restricted as women, they couldn’t
study law, for Instance, thet was quite ocut of the question,

L,B, Could you study medicine?
G.W., Medicine you had the same trouble as the male students,
1.B., O.K, Now I think we're really (Finished)

XEERHE SECOWD DAY -~ RETURN VISIT

P.B, Vhen you were borfle..

G.W, You have to speak louder, my heaxlng aid you lnow,

P.B. 0O,K. Is it O0.K, this tone of voice?

G.W, Ko, louder,

P,B., You were born in Troppau?

G,W, No, I was born in Witkowitz, (?) it was a really little village but it was very
important to Austral because it had big iron works, You knwe knew about the fanmily
of Rothschild, don't you? They and another family, Jewish family, the name Goodwan,
all were incorperated. 'The two owned this big work and the workers, I saw the workeys
going every morning to work, 'They were vexy, very poor., There no Jews among thesnz
workers, They were Gentiles without any education, They had gone to school bhecause
everybody was obliged to go to school but only the minimal and they really were so
poor, they took, they came home at night from the whole day, they had like a jar,
not a glass jar, a metal jar of very bad coffee, they coulda-t afford good coffee,
and dry bread, That wag all they got to eat. And there was of course the dirvectior,
and the president of the company who lived in wondexful houses,...I was very yourg,
when I left Witkowitz, I was seven yoars old, but nevertheless it made a terriilc
inpression on me.

P,B. What kind of a house did you live in?

G,W., In our own house. .IL was a very plain house in the beginning, I don't know if
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my mother came from a ,..my maternalgrandmother was much better off thanimy- * *
paternal grandfather but both worked very hard and saved their money, but the
children we got everything that was necessary and espedally, especially good
schooling, The four children of us,

¥.B. You all got good schooling,

G.W. But in 1899 I left this place because as I told your mother, my father got vevy
sicl and the doctor said he was not allowed to de any work and we went to Troppay
only hEepzmEm because my mother had grown up in Troppau atd her parents, thal mean:z

- her father and her step wother, but she considered her llke her own mother, lived
there and other relatives, and she had always been very happy there, so we unzk
vwent there and that was 3 very nice town, &nall town but very nice,

P,B. .How 0ld were you then?

G.W. I was nine years., TFrom nine to fifteen years [ 1lived in 'Troppau, That was a vury
important time for a girl to develop you know, Good schools and what we didn't zet
in schools we got in private lessons, Learned to play the plano, went to concerts,
I had everything., And, but now a young girl would say "too much relatives™.,.

(A1l laugh) (From background - Why is that? Who was too many?)

G.,¥, Becauge our Sunday pleasure begen in the morning when we had to dress nilcely
very nicely, and go to see one o0ld aunt of my mothers and the next Sunday we hadl to
g0 see.,.really and I still remember, this old aunt was very nice and I liked her
very much but she,,.a young kid you know, don't gorget we had also Saturday school,
Saturday morning, but she always made chocolate, I told you already, ok choenlate
for us and so thick...and the other one had again very good cookies,

M. W, You went to visit two aunts? b

L, W, On different weeks, one day one aunt... anothemylay a different aunt, right?

G.¥W., And then, the afternoon, not always, we went to oubt grandp.rents. My erandmother,
she was not, I think, you know she was a very nice lady this step grandmother but
rather cool,

M, W, Would you like to tell thém the maternal mamedk name, Scmnenes.chein'P

G, W, Yes, Anna Sonnenschein,

M.¥, Anna Sonnensbhein, that means sunshine,

P.B, Pretty name. Did they live within walking dlstance of your house?

Ge¥W, Of course, There was no other possibility than walk. lLater on, after we had leli,

- they got trolley cars there and I was laughing whenr I heard that. When you got into

the trolley car after a minute you must have gotten out. There were two reilway
stations in this small town in this small town because there were two different
trains and they were really, one was, both were almost at the opposite ends of the
town, Mayhe they got the irolley car because of that. We always ment on walks, we
went walking as children, But it was very nice. And I liked the school, After T

IJ§¢’ left and they certain elementary scheool, I was in a Jewish parochdsl

schoel, But we éidn't learn any Hebrew,And my parents only put me there because

it was a very geod school , we learned much more then in public school,
.B. What kind of {eachers did you have?
Yo Oh, Jewish teachers,
B. Did they have men and women teachers?
W. Yes, but only in this school there was co-education, we had hoys and girls. All ke
other public schools were stricly separated., Not in the same building,
B
W

‘

*

. What about ihe teachers, were there both men and women?

. later on, yes, Not In the Jewish school, There were only men., They had very gocd
female teachers later on at the other schools. and one school we had to go, my sister
and I , there were teachers, old teachers, who had been the teachers of my mother,

P,B, 0Oh, really,

G.W, I %told you she grew up in this town and she always had told us how strict they had
been and when we came there they were already very o0ld, nobody was afraild of them,
(General laughter) I liked school very much.

B, At home, ...

Wo seoWe didn't learn any French in school but I got private classes,

W

W

L4

AN QRO N

» Did you, I didn’t realize you got private tutoring, :
. Not in ,..that was a public school. It stopped when you got fourteen years old,
I remember we had very good teachers and I learned a lot bhut not in foreign iagzuages.

P
G
M
G




INTERV EW o
Grete Weininger Side I Part II p. 22 . Ewos L BBC‘W‘"«;

no, my sister and I hed private lessons., A French woman, an old womatl, I don't know
now she had come there., I don’t remember, And I must tell you I was terrible &5 o
child, At the slightest remark of someone, I started cerying,I was a crybaby, bhe
tried to get me out of that hablt, She scolded me.

P,B. How old were you then?

G.W, VWhen I came to this school, I was not quite eleven. apd when I left this scnood
I was not quite fourteen, But I continued school, and I told your mother that was o
private school and there were only three years in three classrooms. Bz We didni
learn, before that I had learned a little bit of chemistry and physies, in thed
public school but there we didn®t have these things really., There we had only #rench
and English, German, much German literature and we had a wondsrful Freach and “rgdich
teacher,. I still think of her., She was wonderful., A good tsacher, very good tescner,

L.B., Did you want to ask Mrs,., Weininger about home,,,

P.B, Yeah, home 1ife, But I want to ask her about school., How long a day did you :zpend
in school? How long did you spend in school during the day? What time did you go%

G.¥, During the day, we had school from to elght to twelve in the morning, Right, swaniion
sometimes 1ln winter you know it was very hard walking so early to schoel aand then we
went home. Because the maln meal was at noon, not at noon time, exactly noon itime,
between twelve and one o'clock, everywhere, every house. And then we had to go mack
to school,

P,B. Until when?

G.W, From two to four, And Saturdays we had only in the morning and Sunday, even I Infk
after I left the Jewish school we, religious instructlon. Sc¢ I had all 1o go,..bui it
was only one hour, &

P,B, For that mid-day meal, that was the biggest meal of the day? (Repeats) The mid- -day
meal was the large meal of the day?

L.B, The noon meal, was that the big meal of the day?

G.W, Yah, that was the big meal,

M.W. What sort of things did you have? Soup? ...

“G.W. Blg meal,My father 1liked soup, my mother liked soup, Evexyday soup...

L.B., ©She would like to know what you ate, probably.

G,W, Yah, Everything, turned around my father you lnow, S0 also what we ate., I remsnmber

until PFriday evening we had every day boiled heef, andf{ when youn ask me I tell
you the detalls, very soft boiled, My mother at eight o'cleck In the morning she put
the beef on the stove.

M,W. It was soup meat,

G.¥W. Soup meat, yah.

P.B. Did you help your mother arcund the house?

G. wl No.

B,B, She did it 211 herself?

G.¥W. I must say, no, I didn't because there was always a mast maid. And my father realiy
didn't, We studled for school , we were readiag. BveryBody in cur house was reading.
In the evening, I told that now to Morion now a few times, in the evenings we hail some.
times the light supper and after the table was cleared, we had a round table, o hig
round table in the dining room, we stayed there, sat around in the dining room, nround
the dining room able and were reading and I was reading a lot.Becauss all the books
that my older biother and my older sister brohght home I had to read. My badf eyos ape
partly due to that especaldlly because sister we didn't want to be disturhed sometinss
in reading, in the afternoon when =i we read During wacatlon or on Sunday, oh,
we went under the piano,

P.,B. 4nd it was dark,

G.W. And my mother called me we didn't heax, Butv we were reading a lot.

M,W. Do you remember ahy of the books?

G.W. A funny thing I have t0 iell you which T forgoi to tell youn, It's really very interesth

- eest0 me it was very moving. My father was the only son and between him and bhilz father
was a relationship which in my long life I have never encountered, They didn't live in
the same town but they coxrvesponded a lot,

M.¥W. That grandfather was a rabbl right? No?

G,¥, Honmmn?

M.¥W, That was the grandfather who was & rabbi? Yes that was the Kulka
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G,4. Yah, BSometime it was only a postacard and, but tghey had to tell ‘eath Other so
mach, They scribbled it over and over. And they numbered the lstters, the postcarnds,
you know, But I remember, I really found out only after my father's death. Becanuse _
A then my mother showed me a red vcbméﬁ bag ) bag, you know what
mean, that she kx as a bride had given {0 my father and this bag was, well noi 2ll
the letters they had written my father and wy grandfather, but a good part and he
had kept the letters, postdgcards and numbered that - I remenber fer over
three thoussnd. They were not reguler correspondence, how are you and so on, i was
really, it went much deeper. 1 loved my grandfather. He was a wonderful story ieller
all the lalry tales he told, he changed a litile bit and put it in words thet ia,,.
M.W. How wonderful, I didn'*t know thet, I didn't know that, '

G W, I forgot most of them ,, I can®t translate it because 1t was really so funny. But
it was wonderful, I remember, one year when my younger brother, oh nobt quite tuo
years old and my father had a terrible flu in fall and the doctor said we couldn't :

' stay, he always had heart murmgr (?) even if you didn't go out In winter, we covidn’t i
stay there in Troppau. He had 0 go to a southern climate, warm climate, Austria, you
know. S0 we went to an island, a little island in the Adriatic, part of the Medlisreeoe
sea, a little viilage, There were more people, peasangs and my father played cards
with the priest there, so he wasn't,,.snd the doctor said he couldn't come home
before May when it was warm, so firom November bis Moy my mother had four children
and then when Pesach came I think my grandfather was already retired, yah, I thirk
now two years later he died, he came from leipnig (?) to Troppau and my mother
prepared, had much to do in the kitchen. But we chlldren, four chlldren went fo
xl the statlion to meet him, And brother was still very little; the ymemygsmsi younger
one, he had a nursemald, we talked about her the other day, Eva...

M.U. Mte Eva:uon'n
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G.W. But when they had found the letters, my father and my grandfather, there was oune
letier of my grand father which he had writien to my father who was away and he
described his arrival in Troppau. And he said it was almost, because it was E_ster,
as if Jesus @ had come home only the donkey was missing, (Lavghser, words 1ost. ) ¥ oot

1,B. He was Jesus and you were greeting him as he came, is that it? Yah, Heuaeblony

G.W. He described my brother Hans, his faithful (Eire volz ???)&7ﬂjvyvu know, Goethaf
nuysemaid, Goethew's nursemaldd,.. g

L.B., & Goethe®s nursemald? What was her name?

X G.W., AMEEBIE mother was called "Aya" 777

L.B, So your nursemald was "Ayah"??7?

G,W. His faithful Ayah kept him in hls aym. He greeied me as if Jesus had come,

P.B. Did your family eelebrate Fesach? Pessover?

G.W. Celebrate what?

P,B, TPassover?

G.W. Surs,

P,B, Did they celebrate all the holidays?

G.¥, Sure, I remember Shavuos when we went ln the woods and we brought allthe green
things bhome and put it oa the walls and decorated the walls, But Hanukah was celebraied
only by lighting the candles, We never got any presents, Thet didn't exist. We wers
not spoiled with presents. We got some birthday presents, that was all, No cther
opportunity. When an wncle or an aunt came they brought 1ittle things, but never,.,

P,B., Did your mother teach you how to cook?

G.W, No.

P,B, You taught yourself?

G.W. Because my father had no opportunity to study, so he wanted all his four children
to study, to go to the university. And when I was sementeen years old I lefi my parents
house. I had to, I had, when I wanted to study I had to go t: Vienna to the university
and before that because I didn't have a regular education, there were no schools for
girls, [ had to take it in private lessons, but the matura I had to pass in oxler to
go to, to he entitled to go to the university., So.I really had a lot of work to do,

L.B, When did you learn to cook?

G, W, To cook? (laughs) I was not too good a cook all my life,
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L.B. 850 mostly you always had help? In cooking? }' ,E.,}",O WA

G.W. We had help also in Vienna and even when we left Vienna when xm the Nazis came,
And she was a wonderful woman,

L.,B, Did you ever learn any of the usual houseffifely..,

M.W, Oh, mother's a very good cook. In New York she made huge meals, beautiful, You were
a very good cook when we lived in 96th street.

G.W. 'They said that I was a good cook, When I came here, you know I thought I had
continue how we ate jn Vienna., We ate much too much, So I made every day a bib
dessert or I never bought anything in the bake shop,

L,B. Now she had to learn some place how to do that.

P,B., Yeah, how did you learn to do it?

G.W., Maybe I always was thinking of my mother in law. She had to work and she couldn’:
do it herself and she bad not much money so she had help, usually very unskilled help,
a peasant girl, a farm girl from the country, One day she seld to me, "™ou know I can
tell every...I wouldn’t be able to iron a shilrt myself, But I can tell her how to do
everything. So that she does 1t very well." I knew how to cook but I never cooked
myself until ¥ came here, until I had, no not only until, because from Vienna we went
to (zechoslovakia first before we came to America, It was difficult for me, very dif-
ficult,

M, W, And complicated reclpes: Complicated? Very, very, you made so many things,

G.W, No,

MW, Yes. Puree and '

G.W, You have all the...all the appliances that women have now here, When I think how we
washed the laundyy in Vienna, Laundry was boiled in order to get ik clean and they got
it very clean, Everything was starched. The tablecloth, napking, everything was staxcbed,
S0 the girl, the maid had really work to do. On, I helped of course, I helped in the
house, she couldn't have done everything herself.

By

_ P,B, VWhat kind of a stove did your mother have?

" G.W, Stove? In the kitchen? Coal stove, it had to be emptied mMaxyxdzEyy the ashes ixkss
every day taken out in the morning, the flre made and we dildn't have central heating
in the house. We had stoves also in the rooms,

B, VWhat about the water? Did you have running water in the kitchen?

W. We had running water, yah, Running water, but I remember when I was very little, we
had no running water so the bath tub was brought down, it was a wooden bath tub broughu
from the basement. I think we took a bath only every Friday night, before we had Friday
night dinner, And the water was bolled £aam the stove, I told you everything was auch
more difficult,

L,Bs Where did the water come from if you had no running water?

G.W, We hed running water,

~ L,B, No, hefore, Was there a pump? or dld someone dellver it?

" G.W. Somehow a vunp. Then when we moved the last tlime we, there was a kiich-n
upstairs, yah, and then the kltchen stove and there was some, what do you call it,
Yeservolb,,..

J. W, A tank, Water tank,

G.¥W. A water tank in the attic, But a big attlic, We had, we never needed an lce box, we
had cellar, a cellar with a ,..really it was ice cold and everything kept there,

M. W. Did you have vegetables there and jams and preserves?

G.¥W,. Oh jam we had in the pantry, every kitchen had a pantry, jam and everyihing, tomabo
ﬂbr tomato sauce,

¥.W, What did you keep in your cellar? Basement,

G.W, Bagement? What we said. The milk was boiled in the morning because thers was no
pasteurized mil& and then 1t was taken to the cellar because it was cold. Everything
was taken to the cellar, Butin the kitchen, in this house, when the kitchen stove
was working, I mean was heated up, the water came upstailrs and the attic got hot
water, And then we could take a bath,

P,B, But you didn't have an ice box did you?

G, W, We n=®€ never had an icebox in the kitchen, No, I had it in mine, but in my porents,
no, I even had a refrigerator already in my kitchen. We (brought5 the people to look
at 1t, But only for one year or two years, But when I found out electricity wes very

P,
G,
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expenxive in Vienna all the time, how much it cost, then I sold it $o some people,

P.B., Did you have electricity in your parents house? In your parents house was Lhers
electricity?

GeW, No, Not first. First we had gaslight. I also remember kerosene lamps and you kuow §
thls, my mother's only younger sister was marrled to a country doctor, & real comumtry
doctor who had his carriage and horses N8B AND a coachman and becanse in the morning -
he had his office hours starting at eight o'clock, eight to nine, then he driving :
his rounds. ...Bui what was the question? .

P.B. (laughs) Did you have electriclty? 3

G.¥W, There we hal only kerosene lamps. A beautiful house, a baavtiful yard, gapdens, it ;
was really something, but only kerosene, It was when I was a child, later on, we had
electricity. And then we had card., We had cars you know, They were much differeni.in
Instead of turning it, we had a little chain to turn it on the gaslight.

M,¥. T believe that Mother had new things when they came out, Like the refrigerator, :
Because I saw a plcture of you and Father near an aeroplane, so you must have Loen ?
one of the few,..you took an aeroplane trip, one of the few people I belleve who :
did take aeroplane trips. ¥ sy

GoWes Very eaxrly. "26. 1926.

L.B, When dld Lindbergh fly the Atlantic, ‘297

M.W. No, ‘24, '22,

G.W. HNo, walt in 1926 but we wouldn't have done it but we were in Venice at that time
for vacatlon and at that time the Italian alr lines with Austria was opened, wns just
the first day and my husband wanted it, you know, wanted this experience and rigzht
away he tried to get tickets but then I remember when we were driving to the airpoxt
he said, "Should we really do it?" “ I said, "You spent the money now,,. {General

1637, laughter- voices lost} "...You go up and prove to me about the airplane,”

L.,B, Don't forget she put her money down too. If you pay the moeny you go through with
it right?

-~ G.W, But it was not really...the day before 1t was open and that day Italian journalists
were taking all the rides to Vienna, Austrla from Italy, And we were the only
passengers. And we took along you, you were walting with your brother (to her zcon)

) with your grandmother. He was four years 0ld and his brother eight years old.at that

;gﬁ time the airport in Vienna was only & miliiary airport . in Oxbande (?)not where

L it is now and when my mother, I gave a ride my mother, but when she heard late. about
it she was so terrified...{(Laughter)™ b

L,B, Ky mother still hasn't been on an airpl&n , her grandmother, {points to P.B,)

G. W, Wnhat?

L,B. My mother, her grandmother, has not been in an airplane, Won't go, And shds & Lot
youngey than you,

GeW. But you don't think there was an airplane like ,..{Chorus of laughter and "no, no,"

M, W, We have a pilcture, Thomestxicomxirmoomxyxexpamsingy You must have been very aiven-
turous oxr maybe father was the adventurer, in that case,

G.W, But it was very nice., You know, the train rides you always gol there quickI ¢ D
Austria I don®t know why. But 1t would have been a long train ride and uou
never dressed, during summer, in a light dress because it got so dirty, Therelwas T
remember exactly,the dresses they are wearing now (Dec.. 1973) in '26 a shéct dress wes
chic, a light, lavender silk shirt dress and to come out ¢lean...

L.B, In the airplane you came out clean. Well the trains probably mam burned coal dida't
they?

J.W, Yah., You kept the windows open,

L.B. 8o you got all that coal dust on you in the train, That's why it was dirty.

M.W. Could I ask...Did you go to a pianc teacherfor your legson, did the pianc teacher
come to you? For pizno lesson?

G, W, If we went to a teacher or if the teacher came to us? The teacher came to our house,

?, B, Ehessoacherzesmaziazenzzbonsaz So you had a piano in your house,

G.W, Yah, We had a xa planc, But my beothers didn't learn £o play the piano,

L.B, What did your brothers learn to do? Other than studying what did they learn to do?

G.¥W, They went to the ‘elementary school and then they went to the high school,

L,B. I mean, did they play games with other boys, did they play outdoors, did they work,
what sort of,.,
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My older brother I really didn't know.,,He doesn't want to have much to do with his
1ittle sister, I was five yecars younger, than he, And you know the little one pad
already trouble with being Jewish, In Troppau there were not too many Jews, He was
horn in Troppau already. And when he was six years old k®, his birthday is ln fall,
he entered school, And I remembexr he was the only Jewish kid in class, And maybe,
they were kids and they were not to blame, to be blamed for it, but their parents
seemed t0 have been anti-Semites and there was one kid, I remember the name, and his
father was a dentist and he was % even our dentist and this, one day my brother Hans
came home crying from school, I remember so well, and bleeding from hils nose ard ne
said the boys were running after him and yelling, "Zan Yude"...you kuow...

That would be “Dirty Jew" wouldn't it?

HoYWPig of a Jew. Such a little kid and he was such a good looking little kid.

And he was terrilply upset, So he didn't have too many friends, The children dida’s
have so many fpiends.

They had iWExtended families. Could I..,?

I wamn't...,My brother, my older brother had good friends, two good friedns, and wmy
mother didn't like one of them and she tried everything, and we knew the parents and
they were very nice and the other one, the other friend of my brother he dldn‘t study
anymore, went working, went to Hamburg in Germany to work in an offlce and there he
vas killed, he was muxdered during a brawl in an argument in a pub, Hamburg i= a bhig
port, German port and all these seamen,.,nobody knew offlcially how he died,..thal was
a terrible thing, And as I told you my sister was a really loner, I think she diin't
want to have friends, But I had quite a few friends,

That's what you mentioned the other night., Since you had help in the house, mnd you
were studying and learning the piano, did you Imax ever learn embroidery or somsthing
like that?

No. In school we had some instruction, We had, in school we had some instruction.
But we had, not that we learned mum sewing like the kids do it here, only embroidery,
crochetlng and my father had very bad eyes, in his family, and he didn‘*t
really want us to do that. He said to my mother, and she never did it, She never did
it, You know, that was also a custom, Every famlily had her seamsiress. We callel them
"Hausschnelder”, Schneider is a seamstress, Haus you know, She came to our house
let's say, for & week, for a whole week she slepht, she stayed with us and she did at
certain times, first she did all the mending and things that were for Instance, ...I
was lucky, I was alwasy taller, I was once a tall woman, You wouldn't believe ma,

But I was really tall, B I was always taller than my sister, a little tallexr but I
conldn®t wear her things., Otherwise she would have caught up to me., Bui we always had
the same dresses, We wore the sane dregses., vhen she got older she resented it, &
didn't. To me 1t was what I wore, When I was very young , I think we didn't, we had
two school dresses,

Like a uniform Mother? Was it like a uniform?

No. no uniform, Two dresses which we wore to school, And we wore apronsover the
dress we shouldn’t make them dirty. They were blue, navy blue, dark colors and the
apron were often mit made from black, we called it a kind of satin, b uf not e Camnd

Yhat's the name?

I never... I think that disappesred completely, this material, Andthere were rick-.raci
you know, In colors to make it nicer. So that was school dresses., And then we had a
nice dress for Sunday and I remember¥step grandmother had at that time in that town
it was called "haute couture". She wasla very, if you want to hear about it,,,

Sure, :

She was a very interesting woman, Her parents died when she and her, she was the oldest

of I don't know how many children there had been of the family, and her parentiz died
when she was very young, And she had to prepare, shemmxjcidwx really, to support these
kids., So she took any work she could get. Maybe she was 16 or 17 years old at that timc,
She, there was a little hospital, a hospital just came ln existence at that time, =0
she mame became the supervisor of the kitchen, @ think she never could cook, (laughter)
How she became.,.l know she didn't know how 1o sew herself, But all the rich peuple

not only from Troppau but from everywhere came to her, She would, she always had the
person,; the so ealled directrice who would lean dowm and hem the skirt and get fittivgs.
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Always we never wore ready made clothes, And she had the best customers, "
Well, what did she do? Did she design them?
She designed them, yes, And she, after this cooking thing, she didn't cook in the
hospital, after that she she started with sewing, we called 1t =alon, Bverybody called
it so.
And did she have girls working for her, doing the sewing?
Ch, she had aquite a few girls, It was.,.she brought up hex all her sisters, thom
I knew of course amnd she had one, two brothers also who were younger, But of courge
I said before she was cool, She had to be a little harder after that kind...hut at
that time I didn't understand ii. So we got our Sunday dresses down there, We zliways
looked different, from the other kids and I remember for Pesach we got this 44;,“3 siite,
and my parents bought hats for us...
You hbought the hats. Yon didn't have them made with the same material did you?
You had the hats bought separately?
And then for the fall holidays, and may I tell you an epioode that goes back s¢
which my mother told me about her father., His parents I don't know, my great grand-
father you know what he really did. I think thakxke had a 1ittle farm, something like
they
that, And when he was fourteen years old, he never learned, he never went to scheol,
At that time there was no obligation to go to school, But when he was I think twelve
or thirteen years old he left his parents house, a 1little boy, and went to another
farmer, but big farmer, huge, where he, I don't know, like a handy man, did work like
a handyman, And there was, they llved, that was real country, no opportunity tc go to
& school but these people for whom he worked had a teacher for thelr childrenpoameﬁiiajeﬁ
in thelr bkmmxx house and he asked the teacher, this man, if he could {each him and '
he did, my grandfather, and he sald “yes" in his Rem free time if he would do some-
thing for him, he would teach him. 5o my grandfather groomed this man's clothes, ks
shoes and ran errands for him in his free time. And he taught him and he becamre a very
good business man,
That was your grandfather?
My grandfather, And the first Rosh Hashona he had saved his money, little money
which he got for his services and bought a dress fer his mother and sent it to he:
And as long as his mother lived, every Rosh Hasghona he sent her a dress,
This was your mothexr's Ffather?
Mother's father. I found it very moving, isn't it?
Yeg it is.
I mean, the family ties were much closer, Although they couldn't always stay to-
gether, the families,
I'd like to interrupt and say that although they didn'*t have, stress the domestic
skllls, because they had help, there were skills they had then that they &ti11 have
now, Because there fere no greeting cards for instance, and you wrote beautiful bixth.
day letters, or letter., There were no greeting cards. Wriing mas a very great skill
That iz one of the skills, perhaps not embroidery or other domestic skills, but Lhe .
writing, .. Bl ™ 4 o w1cly, o 0T 1250
Especially for Rosh Hashona, all the uncles, all the aunts hey resented 1t becalne
their children never wrote them, my parents {General laughter) You know much much
later, my brother Otto had an argument with an uncle, who reprosched him that,my brother
was at that time maybe 35 years old, and this uncle reproached him "You forgot your
aunt's birthday"” untll my brother said "Maybe I had some other things to do, ard by ihe
way when did your children write my mother?" s nawvd foiiar
And how they wrote, beautiful letters too, /v R O N
Mind I remember before Rosh Hashona, it was s0 many letters to write, letters.
Not just a greeting,
Oh no, lLetters. Bach one was a letter.
You see, you should write to your grandparents.

G.W, BSo many letters., I wish, now I am terrible with letters, I{ hate writing letters,

And there were certain expressions which we used always to wish them happiness., Thers
Was an expression in German, I wish that the cornucopeia of loving would bless you
«++ (General laughter)
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P,B, Bay it in German, e 0
G.¥, And one of us children’couldn‘t use it., (Really loud Taughter,)
M.W, How do say it in German mother? About the cornucopeia,
B8.W, Iater on my mother was in concentration camp. (She begins to cry.)
FM.W, Mother, nowadays children write, they Just go out and buy a greeting card and
resent writing even one little line, They®ll say, what shall we write, all the begt
Wizhes, Or...
P.B, Yeah, Adrlienne and 1 have
L.B. Oh you do?
M.¥. He have saved some of mother's letters because they're so well written and sne
thinks she doesn't write a gocd letter now, And that was some one of the skill: that
young people In that era...

1

L.B. Xt was calligraphy.

MW, I don*t only mean well written,..

LB, You're not talking only about the physical style, but about content also,

M.¥, The content,,,beautiful,

L,B, But they also had to learn.,,the art of handwriting itself was stressed, wasn't iLt7
G.W, Hmm?

L.B, Galligraphy.You know how 1o shape the lettiers.

G.W, But not so, We had the plain handwriting but we had in public school, it was a subject
like any other subject, twice 2 week only“ﬁ%&%ing. There wis no typewriter., Bul as I
sald (here she seeaks very faintly)} I had a very happy childhood in spite of my father's

RN slckness, He never let u gee it you know. We had very

because my fathexr alwangﬁe disturbs other people by his coughing, But the family, when
the family came, especlally his familx)it was a wonderful tinme,

L.B. Well thank you,
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