EpiTorRIAL RoOMS, HARPER'S MAGAZINE
HARPER & BROTHERS
PUBLISHERS
FrankLin SQUARE,NEw YOrK,N.Y.

Septeuber 8; 1921,

Dear Mr. Steinmetz,

I muist apologize for
the delay in acknowledging the receipt
of the three manuscripts and in repofting
upon them, but the absence of my colleague
in Europe has thrown all the editorial work
upon ny shoulders.

The article on Electricity
and Civiligation we like very much, and it is
gquite all right as it-stands. We prefer, how-
ever, to publish it without illustrationss

The article on Relativity,
however, unfortunately covers pretty much the
same ground szs that of the article which has
already appeared in Harper's. In fact, it is
more elementary in ivs presentation than the
publi shed article; and in this connection you
will perhaps permit me to say that you have a
little underestimated the mental capscity of our
readsrs, as we conceive it, in your effort to
write down to the lay mind. Incidentally this is
a rare fault with scientific writers in our ex-
perience,- and a fault that merges into a vir-



tuve, but I mention it in order that you may feel
less hampered in doing the Lightning article than
you otherwise might. -

This article —= on lightning —
as you outline it, appesals to us more strongly than
any of your other sugges‘cicns. We hope very mch
you will attempt it, and that you will not find it
toc technical for popular treatment.

The article on Industrial Pre-
paredness we should prefer notv tc have, although we
recognize the importance of this subject.

: uScience and Religicn", which
We hope you will prepare, we should prefer to pub-
lish in cne instalment rather than mvo, even if we
are compelled to excesd our customary space limits ——
that is, by allowing you upwards of 8,000 words.

The nanuscr 4 of Competition and
Co- oneratlon we are returning, since we have already
published articles that more or less touch upon this
aspect of econemonic developement.

Yours very truly,

C Tl el oo

Associate Editor.

Mr. Charles P. Steinmetsz,
Wendell Avenue,
Schenectady,

New Yorks



