
1824 ALONZO CHITTENDEN

We have omitted to fctate that Alonzo Crittenden, 
for more than twenty years Principal of the Albany 
Female Academy, has tendered his resignation, and 
that it has been reluctantly accepted by the Board 
of Trustees. Mr. Crittenden has acoepted an offer  
to take charge of a Female Academy about to be 
established in Brooklyn. He w ill leave our city  
with the warm wishes of a wide circle of friends, 
and especially of a ll connected with the institution  
to which he has so long devoted his energies and 
talents as an able teacher.

Daily Albany Argus 
June 12, 1845.
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1824

Alonzo C r i t te n d e n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o 
l y n , d ied in that  c i t y  February 10th 
e ig h ty  y e a r s .  The d eceased  was f o rThe deceased  was f o r  many yea rs  a member o f  the fa c u l t y

, P re s id e n t  o f  Packer  *Coll e I n s t i t u e ,  Prook-  
February 10th ,  1882, a t  the extreme are o f ̂ 1  ̂----- T -L.

o f ' t h e  A1bany Female Academy. 

C. Feb. 1883.
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1845. He had been preceded in this position 
by two other Union men, Horace Goodrich, 
and Lebbeus Booth, both of the class of 1818.

In 1845 he went to Brooklyn to become 
principal of the Brooklyn Female Academy. 
He superintended the construction of the 
Academy building and the school was offi
cially opened on May 14. 1846. On NeAv 
Year’s Day of 1853 the building was burned, 
and Mrs. William S. Packer, widow7 of a 
former trustee of the Academy, gave $65,000 
for a new building. The name of the school 
was then changed and became known as the 
Packer Collegiate Institute. Dr. Crittenden 
continued as principal until his death in 1882.

ALONZO CRITTENDEN, A.M. Prints. Fein. Acad., 1824, of Albany, N.Y., was a member of the

Philomathean Catalogue 1830

^Philomathean Society.
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Berkshire Men of Worth

By JOSEPH WARD LEWIS.

DR. ALONZO CRITTENDEN, 
pioneer in the cause of the 

higher education of women, was 
bom  in Richmond, April 7, 1801.
He was a life long teacher of high 
character, purity of life, earnestness 
and persistency of purpose, marked 
ability as an educator and success
ful as an administrator and busi
ness man.

Por almost 20 years he was prin
cipal of the Albany Female Acad
emy; for eight, years of the Brook
lyn Female Academy; and for al
most 30 years of Packer Collegiate 
Institute in Brooklyn. Prof. Charles 
E. West, principal of the Brooklyn 
Heights Seminary, a native of Pitts
field, in a tribute to Dr. Crittenden, 
refers to the fact that the Critten
den and West families were inti
mately acquainted and distantly 
related by marriage.

Dr. Crittenden was the youngest 
but one of ten children, tire son of 
Levi Crittenden, a prosperous farm- i 
er; he attended the village school; 
went to the Lenox Academy; en
tered Union College; was admitted 
to Phi Seta Kappa; and graduated 
in 1824, receiving the master’s de
gree in course. He was engaged as 
a teacher in the Albany Female 
Academy and soon became its prin
cipal. * * * *

In 1845 Dr. Crittenden removed 
t,o Brooklyn to become principal of 
the Brooklyn Female Academy: he 
superintended the construction of 
the building and on May 14. 1846 
the school was opened with 350 pu
pils. The school was a success from 
the start; and curiously after the 
first year or two when cases of dis
cipline were occassionally acted 
upon by the board o f trustees, the 
principal handled all such matters 
and all disagreements with teach
ers, saying “ I am captain of this 
ship. Providence has indicated the 
necessity of one head to every 
animal.”

On New Year’s Day, 1853, the 
school building was burned. Tem
porary arrangements were made for 
carrying on the school work. But 
Mrs. William S. Packer, widow of 
a member of the first board of 
trustees of the Female Academy, 
having offered $65,000 for the erec
tion of a new building, the trustees 
of the academy proceeded to dis
solve the corporation and formed a 
new one under the name the Packet 
Collegiate Institute, the date of its 
charter being March 19, 1853. The j 
Packer Institute was opened for 
pupils in September, 1854. Often 
over 800 names were enrolled in one 
year and the staff of teachers mul
tiplied rapidly. The school is today 
one of the outstanding institutions 
of learning in Brooklyn.

Dr. Crittenden was a- consistent 
Democrat. So long as the law and 
government stood, or seemed to 
stand, upon the side of the institu
tion of slavery, he discouraged dis
cussion of the subject in his classes 
and in his intercourse with others. 
But when the standard of rebellion 
was raised, he felt that obedience 
to law, called for support of the 
government with voice and with 
money. The school rules were re
laxed and patriotic undertakings 
in support of the armies in the field 
were encouraged.

Just before the close of the war, 
Jan. 12, 1865, the regents of the 
University o f the State of New York 
conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy on the principal of 
Packer institute; this he consider
ed a much more honorable degree 

I than one bestowed by a mere col
lege, “since the regents govern the 
colleges.” In 1867-68 Dr. Oritten- 

5 den with his family took a trip to 
Europe.

* * W
On May 5, 1882 Mrs. Critenden 

died and her husband died Jan. 23, 
1883, The flags on the public build
ings of the city were lowered to 
half-mast and the whole city || 
mourned. The Rev. Dr. Richard 
S. Storrs, pastor of the Church of 
the Pilgrims, of which Dr. Critten
den was a member, conducted the y 
services.



CLASS OF 1824 ALONZO CRITTENDEN

Alonzo Crittenden succeeded Frederick Matthews 
( as Principal of the Albany Female Academy) in  
1826, and remained as principal u n til 1845, during 
which period the success of the Academy was remark
able* He was a pioneer in advanced female education 
in America.

Union alumni who, preceded him were Horace Goodrich, 
Class o f 1813 and Lebbeus Booth, Class of 1813.

H istoryof the County of Albany 
Howell & Tenney 
W. W. Munsell & Co.
New York 1886

p. 687
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1824 ALONZO CRITTENDEN

The withdrawal o f Professor Crittenden as p rin cipal 
of the Academy, to accept the charge of a s im ila r  i n s t i 
tution  in Brooklyn, has e lic ite d  from a l l  within the 
sphere of h is  d u ties , many expressions of a kind and 
g ra tefu l appreciation o f past r e la t io n s , and of regret 
for the severance. The teachers recen tly  associated  
with him in the Academy, and the pupils o f the F irst  
Department have, as a token of their respect and remem
brance, presented to Professor Crittenden a b eau tifu l 
signet ring of chased gold , with the simple in scrip tion  
"Memor et f i d e l i s , " — "M indful and f a i t h f u l . "  Though 
circumstances permitted only the pupils and teachers 
of the la st academic year to particip ate  in th is  tribu te  
to their p rin cip a l, the expression of g ra tefu l remem
brance, with which i t  is  accompanied, w ill  be ch eerfu lly  
concurred in by a l l  h is former pupils and a sso c ia te s .
The farew ell token was enclosed in the follow ing note.

Albany Female Academy,
July 18 , 1845.

Mr. Crittenden:

Dear S ir :
To-day closes your connexion with the  

in s titu tio n  over which you have so long presided, 
and which has owed so much to your devoted e f fo r t s .

We are g ra te fu l for the many deeds of thoughtful 
kindness which have made our d a ily  intercourse so 
pleasant— fo r  the untiring and w ell directed zeal 
manifested in our improvement; as a token o f our 
affectio n a te  remembrance and high esteem, as a pledge 
that we w ill be "m indful and f a i t h f u l , "  we ask you 
to accept the enclosed.

A.D.Woodbridge) on behalf of
Mary Cassidy ) the teachers.
Sarah C. Tracy
Helen DeWitt
Julia M. Taber
Louisa Gibbons
M atilda H. Stewart
on behal£ of the pupils of the
F irst Department.

Daily Albany Argus 
August 4 ,  1845.

NOTE:A Poem from "Monthly Rose" to Mr. Crittenden i s  
published in the Aug.9th ed ition  of the Argus.
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