CLASS OF 1834
ALEXANDER F. BELL.

Hon, Alexander F, Bell, who has for three years been
confined to his home from an attack of paralysis, which
affected his brain as well as his body, died at the home
of his son-in- law, S, B, Gorham, in Ionia, at 2:30 o'elock,
March 12, 18968, For froty-eight hours he had been in
extremis, and he passed away as quietly and painlessly as
if going to slepp. Alexander F. Bell was born August 5,
1812, in Charlton, Saratoga county, New York, of Scotch
parentage., He graduated from Union College in 1836, and
came to Michigan the same year, arriving at Jackson in
August, From Jackson he, in company with the late Adam
L. Roof, took a boat and floated down Grand River till he
reached Lyons, then a village of three log houses, They
camped over night, the third night out, in an unbroken
wilderness where km is now the capitol of the State. They
also camped over night in Portland, a village of four log
houses. Pleased with the picturesque appearance of the
country around Lyons the two adventurers concluded to settle
there, Mr, Roof was already a lawyer, He started a law
office and Mr, Bell became his student., 1In 1839 he married
Miss Elizabeth Boyer, of Portland., In 1840 he was admitted
to the bar and the same year removed to the county seat,
Ionia, where he has resided for 56 years, except for a short
residence in Grand Rapids in 1847, and in Detpoit in 1859-60,
In 1846 he was elected as a democrat to the State Legislature,
and in 1853 was appointed by President Pierce register of
the United States Land Office, He was the first president of
the village of Ionia, being elected on a non-partisan ticket.
As a lawyer lMr, Bell always stood at the head of his profess-
ion in this part of the State, particularly as a counsellor
in civil cases, Indded his ablllty was in the early days
recognized throughout the State and there were few important
cases hereabouts in which he was not employed on one side or
the other, He narrowly escaped being a member of the supreme
court, and he would have brought to that distinguished tribunal
a well-trained mind, and a keen power of analysis, rarely
equalled, It was, however, as a citizen, a neighbor and a
friend that he will be best remembered., No man has rendered
greater services to the town in which he lived and has less
left in ghe way of worldly possessions to show for it., In
all enterprises for the building up of Ionia and promoting
its growth and prosperity he was a leading and influential
spirit., He was a particularly potent zpkrikxfactor in the
wotk of bringing railroads into the town and so managing
it as to derive the greatest good to the community to whose
interests he was devotedly attached, He was one of the
original founders of the Presbyterian church here and always
a faithful,earnest and loyal supporter of that society. As a
neighbor he was generous and sympathetic, in his family he
was indulgent and kind., Few husbands and fathers could recall
the incidents of so long a domestic life and find so little
to regret, TFaultless he was not, as it is human to err, but
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his faults were of the kind that are easily forgotten

and forgiven, and his virtues and rare good traits were
immeasurably greater. lMr. Bell was a man of commanding
personality, Of iron frame and unusual powers of endur-
ance he was easily a leader among the hardy pioneers who
willingly faced hardships and privations. He was a genial
companion, a warm friend, a sturdy enemm, a loving father
and a devoted husband, Witty, well-read with a mind
disciplined by study and experience, he was a man whom it
was always a pleasure to meet. There was a charm about his
conversation and an unaffected simplicity in his manners
that it was hard to resist., Mrs, Bell died some years
since, Of the seven children born to their union, only
two survive, viz,, Mrs. Seymour B. Gorham and Mrs. J. C.
Jennings, both of Ionia, Appropriate resolutions were
adopted by the Ionia county bar,
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Representative from Ionia County, 1847. Vas born in

Charlton, Saratoga County, If. Lo AR o, 1812, and was of
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the same year came to Lyons, Mich., with Adam L. Roof, with

whom he studied law. He was admitted in 1840, an
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removed to

Ionia, where he was engaged in practice. He was first Pres-
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ident of Ionia village. From 1853 to 1857 he was register o
the United States Land Office at Ionia. He was a prominent
lawyer, and for many years was & recognized leader in the

Democratic party. le was interested in railroads and other
o
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rovements. He died at Ionia, lar. 12, 1896. -
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Bell, Alex. . 4/1'2/153:55

e+l will venture fo rank,..smoung the scum of the communi *W. A pretty
hard csse...a cours vulgar, wicked fellow, and & breeder of xiéC X
eeeI fear vice 111] h“th him speedily to the grave. I recollec
in 1833 when *ﬂﬁ nious of college were a little r efreshed by a spe
manifestation of the spirit, ell was deeply C“UVlﬂ ed for his sins and in
publiec meeting asked Christ 1%18 to pray for him..however he fell sway A
Pearson Disries V.2,p.95 :
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Bell, A.P, 18234
Pearson Diaries V.4,p.725
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1836

ALEXANDER F, BELL: £ (Mich.Pioneer)

Hon., Alexander F. Bell, who has been for three years
confined to his home from an attack of paralysis, which
affected his brain as well as his body, died at the home
of his son-in-law, S.B. Gorham, in Ionia, at 2:30 o'clock,
March 12, 1896. ¥or 48 hours he had been in extremis,
and he passed away as quietly and painlessly as if going
to sleep,.

Alexander F, Bell was born August 5, 1812, in Charlton,
Saratoga Co., N,Y,, of Scotch parentage. He graduated
from Union College in 1836, and came to Michigan, the
same year, arriving in Jackson in August. From Jackson
he, in company with the late Adam L. Roof, took a boat
ahd floated down Grand River till he reached Lyons, than a
village of .3 log houses. They camped over night, the 3rd
night out, in an unbroken wilderness where is now the
capitol of the State. They also camped over night in
Portland, a village of four log houses. Pleased with the
picturesque appearance of the country around Lyons the two
adventurers concluded to settle there., Mr. Roof was al-
ready a lawyer. He started a law office and Mr., Bell
became his student. In 1839 he married Miss Elizabeth
Boyer, of Portland. In 1840 he was admitted to the bar
and the same year removed to the county seat, where he has
resided for 56 years, except for a short residence in Grand
Rapids in 1847, and in Detroit in 1859-60. In 1846 he was
elected as a Democrat to the State Legislature, and in 1853
was appointed by President Pierce register of the United
States Land Office. He was the first president of the
village of Ionia, being elected on a non-partisan ticket.
As a lawyer Mr., Bell always stood at the head of his pro-
fession in this part of the State, particularly as a coun-
sellor in civil cases. Indeed his ability was in the early
days recognized throughout the State and there were few
important cases hereabouts in which he was not emploved on
one side or the other. He narrowly escaped being a member
of the Supreme Court, and he would have brought to that
distinguished tribunal a well-trained mind, and a keen
power of analysis, rarely equalled. It was, however, as
a citizen, a neighbor, and a friend that he will be best
remembered. No man has rendered greater services to the
town in which he lived and has less left in worldly possess~
ions to show for it., In all enterprises for the building
up of Ionia and promoting its growth and prosperity he was
a leading and influential spirit. He was a particularly
potent factor in the work of bringing railroads into the
town and so managing it as to derive the greatest good to
the community to whose interests he was devotedly attached.
He was one of the original founders of the Presbyterian
Church here and always a faithful, earnest and loyal sup-
porter of that society. As a neighbor he was generous and
sympathetic, in his family he was indulgent and kind..Few
husbands and fathers could recall the incidents of so long
a domestic life and find so little to regret. Faultless he
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1836 ALEXANDER F. BELL: (2) (Mich.Pioneer)

was not, as it is human to err, but his faults were of the
kind that are easily forgotten and forgiven, and his vir-
tues and rare good traits were immeasurably greater. Mr.
Bell was a man of compelling personality. Of iron frame
and unusual powers of endurance he was easily a leader
among the hardy pioneers who willingly faced hardships
and privations. He was a genial companion, a warm friend,
a sturdy enemy, a loving father and a devoted husband,
Witty, well-read, with a mind disciplined by study and
experience, he was a man whom it was always a pleasure

to meet, There was a charm about his conversation and

an unaffected simplicity in his manners that it was hard
to resist., Mrs. Bell died some years since. Of the

seven children born to this union, only two survive, viz.,
Mrs., Seymour B, Gorham and Mrs., J.C.Jennings, both of
Ionia. Appropriate resolutions were adopted by the Ionia
County Bar.
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BELL, ALEXANDER FERGUSON

Defeated for Mayor of Ionia in 1880 by Erastus H.
Stanton. Vol. 9, p. 46

Appointed member of committee from the House to
locate the capital. ¥ol, 8, ps 123

Ionia's first representative, after it had gained
a separate existence, as a county, was the Hon, A. F,
Bell. Yol % 9, &75

Among the most conspicuous of the houses in “onia
is that of A. F. Bell. Vol. 26 p. 96

An appropriation from an early legislature having
been secured the avails of which were used in cutting
out the Grand river road west of Lansing, the fon.
A.F.Bell, of Ionia, being chosen commissioner. This
proved a lasting benefit to the citizens of the Grand
tiver Valley. Vol. 18,p345

The first duel in the county(Ionia) was never fought.,
A Dr, Beckwith was offended by A.F.Bell, the lawyer, and
challenged him to mortal combat. Bell promptly accepted;
chose for weapons potatoes, and for the gbund opposite
sides of the Grand River; firing to be kept up, amd
until honor was satisfied. The doctor thought the terms
ungentlemanly and declined to fight under them; so the

duel wxx never came off and has had no succesor.
VOl- 3 Pe 1+71+

DIED:-Mrs Elizabeth Bell, wife of the Hon. A. F. Bell--
born in PHiladelphia, August 19, 1823; she died at Ionia
July 11, 1886. ¥olei-2" B A&

Daughter of Joshua and Rebecca (Coleman) Boyer.
Was graduated from the Bethlehem Seminary, Reading. Her
parents came to Michigan with Gov. Porter and settled
in Detroit. In 1838 Mr. Boyer moved to Portland, in
Ionia county, where Elizabeth was married a year later,
at the age of sixteen, to Alexander F., Bell, then a
rising young lawyer. Mr. & Mrs. Pell lived in Lyons
one year and came to 4pnia in 1840, where their home
has been most of the time since. She was a member of
the Episcopal church. Yolo Tk P, 51

Source:Michigan Pioneer & Historical Society
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