UNION COLLEGE
SCHENECTADY
NEW YORK

March 3, 1937
Dear Dr. Fox:

Mra. Marie Cormack, 8 Mynderse Street, Schenectady,
has presentdd Union Gollege w1th four volumes of manuscript
diaries of Thomas Pabmer 'OS (Phi Beta Kappa), together with
typescripts which can be used by researchers without harming
originals. ]

1 herewith turn over to you the memascripts, and will
keep the typed volumes until I can go through them to find a
possible feature article in contents.

She says that there are possibly three volumes missing
and these she may obtain for us,iff a clue she is following is correct.

The present volumes of Mr. Palmer's diary Mrs. Cormack
bought from a Mr. Shay of Hallenbeck's Book Store. He in turn got
it from an antiogue collector who found them in an antigue shop in
Cherry Valley.

The volumes cover the following periods:

I August 20, 1843 to September 30, 1844
II October 1, 1844 to May 4, 1846
III May 5, 1846 to December2ld, 1847
IV Jan 1, 1853 to December 31, 1853.

Since Mr. Thomas died in 1855, 1 presume the missing diaries
cover December 18, 1847 to December 31, 1852, and 1854 to 1855.

As you may remember, Mr, Thomas was president of the
Mohawk National Bank, County Superintendent of Schools(?), etc. He

mixed himself a lot in politics, but did not run for office.

Ch

ilton M. Enzer
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March 4, 1987

Mra, Harie Cormsck,

8 Bynderse btreet,

Echenectady, N.Y.
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Thanking you sgain, I am,

Cordially yours,

Dixon Byan Fox.

UCSuofiEBpaimar { g2



March 5, 1057

u.li... Eﬂ‘]—“‘r Il-. 'ﬂbh,
Librarisn of Union College.

By dear lir. Webb:

Mra. Barie Cormack, of # Mynderse Sireet,
Scheneetwiy, hau piven the College the disrias
of Judge Thomas Pelmer, Union College, 1805. I
am pending herewith a letter which Wr, bager
broupht with the disrdies and which hos= come
deveriptive material, wnd slse s copy of s letter
which T have writtenm to Nra, Cormecik.

Cordlally yours,

Fnc.

Dictated by President but
signed by secretary in his sbsence.




March 5, 1937

Mr, Miilton M. Haser,

gillinan HA1l,

nion UOollege.

My dear Mr. Ensere

Thenk you very mach for sll you hsve dome
with respeet to the Palmer disriee. I am having
them sent over to the Librery. You might wish
to ray scmething sbout it fu the locsl preus
end you aight suggest to some bright fellow
on the Concordiensis that thies would mske o
good humsn interest atory. Theve le some
material sbout Palmer in the alumi files which

soch A writer could nse.

Cordielly yeurs,

mmm-

Dctated by President but
slgned by secretary in his absence.

Ucsafihod palmer . €. paja




CLASS OF 1803
THOMAS PALME

Dieds-- In this city, on the 9th inst,, Thomas Palmer, E8qd.,
attorney at law, and Recorder of this city, aged 70 years,

The friesnds and acquaintances are respectfully invited to at-
tend his funeral, tomorrow (Wednesday) afternoon, at 3 o'clock,
from his late residence, No, 27 Washington S5t.

The Schenactedy Cabinal Tuesday, April 10, 1855,

Prof. Pearson's Scrap Book p. 401

PAIMER 1808 signs himself Se
Eﬁgﬁ%ﬁ Reilroad Gumpaﬁy. - cretary of the Mobawk and

From: A clipping in Prof. Pearson's Serap Beok p. 5

[ICSLaF 10T poemer_¢, - O0CS
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CLASS OF 1803 THOMAS PALMER

Was the first cashier of the Schenectady Bank
which was organized in 1832, He was succeeded
in 1843,

History of the County of Schenectady P. l44
Howell & Munsell

THOMAS PALMER, 1803, a resident of Brllston
Soclety. Le died in 1855.

Philomathean Catalogue 1830.

» N.Y., was a member of the Fhilomathean

. UcsnF12bd palmer 4 .0006
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UNION COLLEGE
SCHENECTADY
NEW YORK
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March 3, 1937
Dear Dr. Foxi
Mrs. Marie Cormack, 8 Mynderse Street, Schenectady, has
presented Union College with four volumes of manuscript dieries of
Thomas Palmer,\%gg}(f'hi Bete Kappa), together with typescripts which
can be used by researchers without harming originals.
I herewith turn over to you the manuscripts, and will keep
the typed volumes until I can go through them to find a possible
feature article in contents.
She says that there are possibly three volumes missing and
these she may obtain for us, if a clue she is following is correct.
The present volumes of Mr. Palmer's diary Mrs. Cormack bought
from a Mr. Shay of Hallenbeck's Book Store. He in turn got it from an
entique collector who found them in an antique shop in Cherry Valley.
The volumes cover the following periods:
I August 20, 1843 to September 30, 1844
II October 1, 1844 to May 4, 1846
III May 5, 1846 to December 21, 1847

IV Jan. 1, 1855 to December 51, 1853

Since Mr. Thomes died in 1855, I presume the missing diaries

cover December 18, 1847 to December 31, 1852, and 1854 to 1885.

i -
S
L Wil =

As you may remember, Mr. Thomas was president of th(/ Mohawk | i
L F
s — ;
National Bank, County Superintendent of Schools (?), ete. He mixed
himgelf a lot in politics, but did not run for office.

(signed) Milton M. Enzer.

Wtsaf 1808 i mer .t 000 T



Palmer, Thomas : .
From: Ballston, H.Y.
Last Residence: Jchenectady, NeY.

Hecords show one

Thomas Palmer

Srt. in Oapt. Stephen D. Powell's Co.,
1at Regt. (Van Beuren's) N.Y.Militia.

OCommencement of asrvice: Sept 15, 1812
Fxpiration of service: Nov, 30, 1812

.. UChnf §03 patmer - b -D00E



Palmer, Thomas <5K3

ilecords show one
Thomas Palmer
Pvt. in Capt. Andrew A. Van Der Zee's Co.,

€lat Regt.(Carver's) MN.Y.Militia.

Commencement of service: Sept 7, 1814
Fxpiration of service: Nec. 8, 1814

R _ uesiak 1803 palmer & -



=% For they ahiall bo called the chilikren of God."
~dfarr. V. B

Tiad, at his residence in Schensctada, on the moruing of the Fth

of April, Touwas Pacsen, aged 70 years.

Mr. Palmer was bomn in Hallston, Saratogs County, on the 2nd

of Pebroary, 17585, He wes the son of the Hon. Beriah Pulmer,

one of the first sottlers of Ballaton, who was afterwards momber of
Conpgrean for many years, and one of the most distinguished men

In Bamtoga Coonty,  Mr, Thomas Palmer entered Union College

at the early nge of Surleon, aud graduated in 1803, Tn 1506 be

coimmencad {ha practice of the Law In bis native town, and sub-

eequently held many sfices of Erost nnd responsibility there. In

thaose days party dpirt ran blgh in onr State, and in no purt of it
mere thin in Bafutogs Connty,  Mr. Pulmer bocame an ardent

politicinn. His great powir and resdiness ns o polltloal writer
commnnded bim the kigh respect of all parties, and his muoe be-
came [ntlmutely wasoclated with those of Yeung, Cramer, wnd

Taylor, and the other distinguished mep of that day. Tn 1533 he

removed with bis famlly to Echenectads, whiere be hss sinoe son-
tinnad to reslde.

Mr. Pulmer was ooe of the most neefnl and beloved membens of
pur aintnunity, aod will bo leng and muivorsally regretted. When
he pime to cur clty twenty-thres yearn ago, it was the resldonce
af & nahle elrele of ubld-fashioned Christian gentlemen—men of
lebire nnd of mmﬁﬂauca,nl' superb persensl appesrancs and
mnrked Individuality ; and a3 mmch distinguished for their togel-
lgonee ond refinement as they were widely renowned: for thelr
nhusdant and everflawing hospitality. “Whocan spéak eéven now
without amotion, the revored names of Daane, of Martin, of Mom:
fiored, of Vaten, of Wikion, of Kann, of Da Grafl,and of Crafg, and
{higir cherished gssociotes 7 And who can remember those lovely
old men as they were, with el enthosiastic nntares, thelr ster-
ling virtues, their cheerfnl dispositions and bemevolent counte-
tunces, bub. with & reverence too great for words, sod o love nl-
| west nnutterabla!  Among this wovomplished circle, and wa if
Lot to be oo of tkem, M. Palmer immedigtely took his place,
and sontinoed tor be extoemed by them while life lusted. -~ One by
one the membeors of that glorions band bave pased awsy from
among ud.  Mr. Palmer was one of the very last ; and aronnid i,
an aboot a crombling, yet still remalalog pillar of o obee noble
eilifice, the alfietions of many o bereaved heart hud clung, alas !
bat oo cksely.

Bat lin posstesed qualitles which emineatly entitled him to oor
lova and regret for bis own eake. Hi was intellectnal and eult-
viited, ainiable and afictionate, cheerful and witty, and ptre and
opright in heart. His eminent socinl qualities, and the happy
factilty which he pomesed of making all pleased with them-
se'ves, mnde him alwnys & faveurite, wherever he might b, But
far above all else was be distingnished for hin benevolence and
h & disinterestodneas. Wo one ever knew Thomus Palmer to sedlk
snything whatever for Lis own personal geatification ; It wus thir
dalight of hia beart to sacrifice his own bappiness to that of others.
|| His benevolencs wia ot ostentatione. He did oot bulld church-
Il &2 or found hospitals, or send misdonaries to distant lands al
though be might hove done all theas things had God biessed him
with the means ; bot he loved his race, nod loved, too, Lo acupy
|| Bimselr with thone little benevolencea which sdd so much to the
o mfurt of every hoor, and moke o many bappy. His beart and
hiiw haind were always open to the necewmities of those around him.
He fid the hungry, comforted the distressid, rejolced with the
tnppy, sympathizel with the moorner, and soothed the sensitive,
w1 s it m refioed pnd debioate natare ke bis own conld hove
dome.  OF o profeaslon whoso intecest it would seam o be, mther
t+ promote the separation of friends than Lhe reconcillation of coe-
m'es, ha was yet well known in his sative coonty e * the Puve-
maker'—a same and clfide more hofoarble in the sight of God
fhan if be had conquéared Kingdoms or ascended thromes. Yet
with all this gentlaess and tenderpess of his nature, vo man
eomld mare sternly sohuke error, or more keenly mitivies aero-
ganee and pretension,  He wrote with equnl faciiity both poetry
and prose, bnd & lvely sease of the ridlealons, snd wae particn
larly happy in his homarons delinestions of chamater.

With all this, he was o devoat and hiomble Chrisllan. He was
bronght up & Treshyberian, bot beoame sitached to the Episcopal
Choreh in enrly 1, end had beso a communiennt for more than
forty years. He holl the oftica of Vestryman in Bt George's
{hurch, Behenectada, for more than twenty yeurs ; and was look-
o tp 1o as u fathor theve. Ho loved his Charch—he loved ita
sublime survices und s boly Sacrmmente  Bub religlon was nod
with Bim an excitement of the imagination, or & form withont the
power. It waa lhis ever ready friond, bis comfort through & life,

alia! 100 moch ovarshadowed by sorrow, and his solace in long
years of lingoring disease,

_E!.EL-JF 19,03 paimer .. 0U(A
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The sullerings of his dylng bed were exirems ; but * the over-
Inating wrtns™ were aronnid bim, und be wonld frequently, thoogh
with difficulty, break forth with subiime passages of Berlptare, or
tonehing lines from soms of his Gavourite hymos. His end st the
very Inst was peacefnl, nnid be passed away with o smile. Who
cna tell, ot that momant, what glorics may have been revoaled fo
Ik . W,

Clifton Nprings, April 15, 1855,

Alumni

U @ W ”‘:;lu»u. /93
Mre, Marie Cormackof H[’hfllfl.‘l{{:l‘ Z“

presented 1o the college four wolumes of the
diary of THoMAS Parser, Mr, Palmer was
County Clerk of Saratogn County for many
yvears; but removed to Schencetady to accept
the office of cashier of the Schenectady
Bank, organized in 1832,

Pelmer, Thomas U.C. 177

-remerbers Pres. Edwards well.."

2/28/1855

&

gives much intsrest

&

nﬁ meterial on Bdward's work as a teacher,

i

Fearson Dieries Veol,

remembers Dr. Maxey well
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1803 THOMAS PAIMER,

DIED: In Schenectady, on Saturday evening last,

Mr, Williem H, Palmer, Cashier of the Schenectady
Bank, and eldest son of Thomas Palmer, aged 27 years,
Daily Albany Argus, Jan.l8, 1845,

UcsLaf 503 palmer - 00012
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CLASS OF 1803
THOMAS FPAINER

Gounty Clerk Thomes Palmer was, elso a son of Judge
Beriah Felmer and & nephew of the Thomas Falmer who was
one of the commissioners to survey the patent of
Kayaderosseras in 1796. He was gradusted froimm Union
College in the celass of 1803, studied law, end begsn its
practice in Ballston Spa. On the death of his father, who was
incumbent of the office, he was appointed surrogete, karch
31, 1812, held the office one year, &nd was sgein appointed,
February 17, 1815, and performed its duties until July 8,
1816. He was sapprointed elerk, June 16, 1B18, and held the
office until he resigned, January 1, 1833; having been
elect ed under the constitution of 1821, end re-elected
until that time. He was elected supervisor of Uiltop in
1822, and successivley re-elected until and ineluding 1B32,
When he was county clexk he kept the records, at first, in his
offiece in the building now occupied as a residence by Alfred
Nixzon at the west end of Front street, Ballstom Spa. In 1824,
the legislature authorized the erection of a "suitable
building for the preservation of the county records,” at an
exrense of £1,000, and sppointed Edwerd Vetrous, Fli Barmum
and lioges Williams & committee of comnstruction. The result
was the ereetion of the familiar stone edifiee which for
forty-two years wes desipgnated as the "ecounty clerk's office.”
It was firet oceunpied by clerk Pelmer in the emtumn of 1824.
The oceaslon of his resignation was his appointment by the
direetors of the Schemectady bank (then & new institution)
to be ite cashier. He accepted the offer and removed to that
e¢ity, vhere he died in 18556. lioc attorney in this county ever
gained the confidence of the farmers to the extent enjoyed by
genial "Tommy Palmer." Whatever he told them they accepted as
legal truth, and he never belied their trust.

FROM The Bench end Bar of Seratoga County
Enos E. llamn
Weterbury & Inman
Ballston, s Y. 1876 .
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