CLASS OF 18389

WILLIAM CASSIDY

The history of Jjournalism is best found in the lives of
those who have been jounalists.

Préominent amongz those who aided in meking the Jjournalistiec
history of Albany, is “illiam Cassiday, With Webster, Parber,
Southwick, Croswell, Weed, Dawson, Manning, and othera he
aided in making that history foremost in the annals of the
nation, Ue was born in Albany, August, 12, 1815,

The grandfather of William amigrnted rrom Ireland and
settled in Albany in 1790, His father was John Cassidy, who
with his uncle, Patrick Cassidy, were esteemed oitizena.

At an early age, Cassidy began his olassical education at
the Albany Academy, and at the age of sixteen was admitted to
Union College, in the Senior class, graduvating in 1833, after
remaining in college one year, He studied law in the offices
of Judge McKown and John Van Puren, Fis articles on politieal
subjects, written at his ledsure and published in Democratic
journals, found favor with the publie, The taste thus culti-
vated and encouraged, induced him to leave his legal
studies and adopt the profession of journalism, At the time of
1ife when other young menare scarcely through with their
colle ginte education, Mr, Cassidy's brilliant gifts as a
writer were winning wide recognition, and he was acknowledged
by the leaders of the Democrsatic party as one of their ablest
and most effective political writers, At the nge of twenty-
rive he first entered the field of journalism as & regular
wiiting for the Plaindealer and Rough Hewer, then puhliaha& in
3 bElny.

From 1841 to 1843 he was State Librarian, In the spring
of 1843 he became connected with the Albany Atlas, a dally
paper started in 1841 by Vance & Wendell, and, with Henry H,
Van Dyke, edited that journal, The Atlas was founded as the
organ of the "Barn~burner"” section of the lemoeratic party,
and recognized as such during its existence,

The contest between the "Barn-burner" and the *Hunker"
factions of the Temccratic party will long be remembered as
more bitter than that which the former party waged against
the Whigs, The Atlas entered the politicsl arena as the
opponent of the Demoecratiec party led by the Argus, a veteran
in the politics of the State, At this time FEdwin Croswell,
wielding a bold, gigantic pen, was the editor of the Albany
Argus, The sharp and bitter antagonism between that journal
and the Atlas was what might have been expected,

Cassidy, as the friend of Silas Wright,and the "Free-
soilers” and "Barn-burners," vigorously maintained his
position aganist his rurmiaable opponent, The contest con-
tinued with unabated ardor until 1856, when the advent of the
Republican party, and the great power it developed, with other
causes, led the factions in the Democratic party to unite and
the Atlas and Argus became consolidated, This event was a
triumph for Mr, Cassidy, FHe had exhibited such hrilliant
talents and such lofty character, such admirable management
in editing the Atlas, that he was selected, with Mr, Croswell's
approval, as editor of the new paper, wirich received the new
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name of the Atlas and Argus. Under hke editorship the
Atlas and Argus, rapidly attained a high and commandi ng
position in the State, In a short time Cassidy became
its prinecipal proprietor,

In 1865, the Argus Company, a joint stock association,
was formsd, and Cassidy became its president, He cone-
tinued to edit the paper for the remainder of his life,

In 1866 he made the tour of Furope, enriching the litera-

turs of his native coundry by many charming and elegantly
written letters, which first appeared in the Argus, and were
copied into various journals, Mr, Cassidy always persistently
refused political position, though in 1867 he was elocted =
member of the Constitutional Convention, and in 1872 was
appointed by Covernor Hoffman on the State Commission to
Revise the Constitution, He accepted both these positions
with reluctance, and they were the only ones he ever held,

As Governor Robinson sald, in addressing the Commission
af'ter Mr, Cassidy's death: "No temptation would lead him
from those fundamental principles which he had imbiled
from conscientious conviction, deep thought and study. The
welfare of the State was his sole concern, and his adviece
to his associates was swmed up in his remark: 'See that
your constitution enunciates principles, and those, princi-
plea of elevated statesmanship,' "

As hag been said, his career was that of the political
editor, He helped to make and unmake men, His own life was
that of the sanctum, the library and the socisl circle, His
influence was such as is wielded by a matchless pen; his
achlevements those of a master of thought, the exponent of
party, and the leader of politieal councils, Ile combined in
a superlative degree the qualities whioh distinguish the wit,
the scholar and the politieian, These, with his fine taste
and culture, made him one of the most brilliant and accomplished
men of his time, He had an eminently social nature snd loved
the social cirele, John G, Saxe, the poet, paid a pPleasing
and delicate compliment to Mr, Cassidy, when he dedicated
a volume of his poems to him, as a tribute to his scholarship,

Mr, Cassidy's personal appearance and bearing were striking
and noble, Ilis manner was fniformly courtly and dignified in
its courtliness; unstudied, yet perfect, IHis love for his
native city was not the leats of his characteristics, lie
believed in Albany, and never failed to enlarge upon its
advantages of position and the manifest evidences of its
of its marked progress, !le lent overy energy towards its
improvement, and as a member of the Board of Commissioners
of Washington Park, he entered into every projeéot looking to
the expansion of that beautiful spot, and urged every wise
acheme for kindred purposes,

Pfut his active and useful life terminated suddenly, with
brief warning to his friends that he was soon to leave them
forever, He died at his home in ilbany, January 23, 1873 ,
after a very short illness,
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on the formal announcement of his death, both branches
of the Legislature ad journed, after appropriste eulogistic
remarks in both branches by dis tingulshed Legislators,
The Delta Phi Fraternity, the Park Commissioners, the
Board of Trade, the Young Men's Catholic lLyceum, the
Tpustees of S. Agnes' Cemstery, the Typographical Union,
the Bmployees of the Argus Company, and the Directors of
the National Commercial Bank, all passed resolutions of
condolence and appreciation., ILetters of regard were
received by the family from prominent men of the country.

Mr, Cassidy was a life~long member of the Catholie
Church, and died in that faith, -

In 1856 he was married to Miss Lucie Rochefort, who
survives him, He left three sons,

A
o
~3

Mistory of the County of Albany Das
Howell & Tenney

i« We Munsell & Co,

New York

18860,

ucStaf1§33cossid y. w-0003




W, C&SS-
a lst B g
Swald ouad o (qrm‘f .
SOWJICM\B

ngowew&»ﬂz}b

Lo

TN
Swalf) é17
by el m%

La{' & gy

U\JVM Ca,é.s

m
it

ucsLaft§33cassidy _wo
w00y




ucscaf1833cassidy - 0 oS




—— e e T

CLASS OF 1833

WILLIAM CASSIDY

Son of John and Margaret Cassidy, was born in Albany, &t
the 0ld homestead, corner of Chapel street and liaiden Lene,
on the twelfth day of August, 1816. His grandfather had
gettled there when he came from Ireland, in 1790. William
Cassidy was reared in the Catholic feith 4f his fathers, end
was educated at the Albamy Academy, under Dr. T. Romeyn Beck,
(Union 1807) until the sge of sixteen. At that age he went
to Union College, Schenectady (Dr. Eliphalet Nott being
president ), and, immedistely entering the senior class,
graduated the following year, 1835. Soon after he entered the
office of Judge Jemes McEnwn and John Van Buren, where he
studied lew faithfully, end it was while thus engaged that he
began political writing, contributing anonymously to several
Democretic pepers; asnd the fact was speedily developed that his
tastes were literary rather than legal.

In the Spring of 1843 he becsme part owner and sole ediftor of
the Albeny Atles, a Democratic dalily newspaper, which had heen
sterted a short time previously. In this position his work wes,
for many years, almost unceasing, but scarcely ever laborious,
because he brought to its discharge an ever-ready pen, & minf
stored with choice and veried reading, and a pure and ebiding
love for his profession.

In 1856 the Atlas emd The Argus newspepers were consolidated,
under the title of "Atlas & Argus," and in April, 1865, Mr.
Cassidy formed The Argus Compasny, a joint stock association, of
which he remained president until his death. During those
thirty years he was the editor-in-chief of his paper, and in all
these years his paper and its teachings held high end honorable
renk in the State and nation.

In 1866 he took & brief respite, amd made the tour of Great
Britain snd several of the Continental States.

In 1841 he wes sppointed Stete Librarian, and in 1846 he was
nominated, in the Democratic Legisletdiwe Caucus, for the office
of State Printer. In 1867 he was elected to the Constitutional
Tonvention, and in 1872 waes one of the sixteen appointed by
Governor Hoffmen on the State Cormission to revise the Constitution.
These were $he only public positions he ever held. He never
coveted, but, on the contrary, alweys shrunk from public office.
His only esmbition was to serve the people well through the columnms
of his paper.

He died st his residence, in Albany, at half-past four o'eloeck,
on the morning of Jenuary 23rd, 1873, surrounded by his fanily,
end in full possession of all his faculties.

His funeral took place from the Cathedral, at half-past eleven,
on the following Saturdsy morning, and his remains were subse~-
quently interred in St. Agnes' Cemetery.

' FROM Memorial of Williem Cassidy (Contains Portrait)
The Argus Company, Albany, 1874

Copy in Union College Library
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Cassidy, Hon, William, a distinguished journalist and citizen of
Albany, was born in the homestead of the Cassidy family, at the corner
of Chapel street and Maiden Lane in that city, on the 12th of August,
1815, and died at his home in the same city on the 23d of January, 1873,
His grandfather, who came from Ireland in 1790, settled in Albany, where
he passed the remainder of his life, His father, John Cassidy, and his
uncle, Patrick Cassidy, both life-long residents of Albany, were well=
known and highly respected citizens, and intimate associates of DeWitt
Clinton and other distinguished men of that time, Young Cassidy attend-
ed the Albany academy under the well-known scholar, Ir, T. Romeyn Beck,
At sixteen years of age he applied for admission to Union College,
Schenectady, the nearest to his home, then presided over by the Rev., Dr,
Fliphalet Nott, and showed such proficiency at the examination that he
was given advanced standing in the senior class, graduating with it the
following year, 1833, Soon after this he began the study of law in the
office of Judee James McKown and John Van Buren, and while thus engaged
he found time to gratify his literery tastes by contributing articles,
mostly on political subjects, to several Democratic papers, His success
in that direction persuaded him that his talents better fitted him for
literature than for law, and he decided to adopt the profession. of
journalism, At a time of life when other young men are scarcely through
with their collegiate studies, Mr, Cassidy's brilliant gifts as a writer
were winning wide recognition, His power as a political writer was
acknowledged by the leaders of the Demoeratic party, and, al though he
originally entered upon the discussion of subjects of public moment
only through the, interest of a young man ambitious, perhapg to spread
his views beforethe people, he found these themes most congenial, and
in a short time perused them with increasing vigor and ability, The
associations, therefore, of his early life were with men of political
prominence, and through constant intercourse with them he acquired that
sbsorbing interest in public affairs which characterized his subsequent
career, At the age of twénty-five he firat enteres the field of
journalism as a "regular," writing for the "Plaindealer" ané the "Rough
Hewer", then published in Albany, In 1841 he was appointed State _
Librarian, and discharged the duties of that office until the spring of
1843, when he became connected with the Albany "Atlas", a daily news-
paper which had been started in 1841, by Vance and Wengdell, and, in
conjunction with Henry H, Van Dyke, edited that journal, His duties
in this connection were incessant, and would have been arduous indeed
had he not possessed a wonderful facility in writing, a mind stored
with facts gleaned from choice and varied reading, and an actual love
for his work, The "Atlas" was founded as the organ of the section of the
pemocratic party known as the "Barnburners," and was the recognized
orzan of that wing of the party during its separate existance, 1Its
eastablishment bacame necessary from the fact that the two factions of the
party were so antagonistic that one newspaper could no longer serve both,
The men who rallied most closely around Silas Wright differed more and
more upon questions of principle from their party associates, and were
sgfemphatic, pronounced and unyielding, that public discussions of these
differences became a neesessity, The "Atlas" was organized with limited
meane and without the hope of sustaining aid from party patronage, 1t
was started for the purpose of fighting powerful leaders of its own party
who had a following of more than half the rank and file, and it was set
up in open rivalry to the "Argus", long established and recognized as
the regular party organ, The small attacking corps which undertook to
capture the citadel was like a forlorn hope of an army., To lead this
forlorn hope young Cassidy, who had, as before stated, already won his
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spurs in political discussion, and whe was then only twenty-six years

of age, was, by acclamatien, selected., This was indeed a post of honor
for the young journalist, but it was also one of great care and anxiety,
Mr, Cassidy's ready, caustic and sparkling pen, and his fine powers of
ridicule and inveective, which never degenerated into personalities,

made the "Atlas" a prominent name and fame among partisan newspapere,
While he wae editing the "Atlas", Bdwin Croswell edited the "Argus",

The two papers were of course at swords' points, Mr, Cassidy, as before
intimated, followed the fortunes of Silas Wright and Martin Van Buren,
and labored strenuously and effectively in the interésts of the "Barn=
turners" and "Free Soilers", while Mr, Croswell supported the faction
known by the name of "Hunkers", ' In 1856, when the differences which

had divided the Democratic party were healed, the "Argus" and "Atlas"
were consolidated; Mr. Croswell retired from the editorship of the
former, and Mr, Cassidy became the editor of the new paper, which was
now known as the "Atlas and Argus®, This position he retained until

the day of his death, The paper grew and prospered, and in time its
principal proprietorship became invested in Mr, Cassidy., In April, 1865,
theUrgus® Company, a joint stock association, was formed, and Mr. Cassidy
became President. The following year he took a brief respite from his
editorial labors and went abroad, visiting Great Britain and Ireland,
France, Germany, and northern Italy., During these travels he wrote a
number of very interesting letters to his paper, Mr, Cassidy never covet=-
ed public office; his great ambition was to serve the people in the way
he was best fitted to promote their interests--with his pen through the
columne of his newspaper. 1In 1867 he was elected a member of the Con-
stitutional Convention, and five years later was one of sixteen prominent
citizens appointed by Gowernor John T, Hoffman on the State Commission

to revise the Conatitution. These were the only public offices he ever
held, In the labors of the Constitutional Commission he took an absorbe
ing interest, and rose far above all feelings of partisanship in aiding
in the consummation of the great werk in which he was engapged., "No excite-
ment, no temptation," said tha Hon, Lucius Robinson, in addressing the
Commission shortly after Mr, Cassidy's decease, "would lead him away from
those fundamental principles which he had imbibed from conscientious
conviction, and deep thought and study". The welfare of the State was
his sole concern, and his advice to his associates was summed up in his
remark: "See that your Constitution enunciates principles, and those,
principles of elevated statesmanship," Although the formal record of Mr,
Cassidy's public 1ife is brief, the full story of his influence and power
would fill a volume, His career was that of the political editor. He
helped to make and unmake men, Yet while he lifted others from obscurity
to renown, he sought none of the honors of public station for himself,
His own life was that of the sanctum, the library and the social circle,
His influence was such as is wielded by a matchless pen, and his achieve-
ments those of the master of thought, the exponent of party, and the
leader of political councils, For thirty years he was editor-in-chief of
his paper, and in all these years his paper and its teachings held high
and honorable rank in the State and Nation, He combined in a superlative
desree the qualities which distinguished the wit, the scholar and the poid
politician, Thesg with his fine taste and culture, made him one of the
most accomplished and brilliant men of his time, He had an eminently
social nature and loved the social circle, His conversation flashed with
wit and gems of thought, and though his writings at times gave the im-
pression of a cynical habit of thought, his nature was kindly and genial
to a fault, John G. Saxe, the poet, paid a delicate compliment to Mr,
Cassidy when he dedicated the volume of his poems to him, as a tribute to
his elepant scholarship., It was not, however, entirely as an editor that
his genius displayed itself, He was wise in council, Had the Democratic
party been oftemer guided by his advice it would have escaped falling into
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many serious errors, As a politician he was sagacious and far-seeing, yet
too loyal to party to abandon it because his own ideas were not accepted,
Heving cast his lot in politics with the Democratic party, it was his aim
to make it the exponent of progress and reform, and then bent his whole
enercies to its success, Mr, Cassidyds personal appesrance and bearing
were striking and noble, His manner was uniformally courtly, and
dienified in its courtliness; unstudied, yet perfect, He possessed a de=-
lightful suavity, everywhere and always winning and attractive, His
love for his native city was not the least striking of his characteristics.
As was said by a writer in the Albany "Sunday Press", "There was a time
when his ardent love chained him to Albany with hope, when elswhere he
might have reigned with success," He believed in Albany, and never fail-
ed to enlarge upon its advantages of position and the manifest exidences
of its marked progress, He lent every energy towards its improvement and
beautification, and as a member of the Board of Commissioners of Washing-
ton Park, he entered with spirit into every project looking te the ex-
pansion of that beautiful spot, and urged every wise scheme for kindread
purposes, Study was a passion with Mr, Cassidy; he drank deep at the
fountain of classical knowledge, and was well versed in the language and
literature of Burope, Science, philesophy, theology, the fine arts, all
fell within the range of his active and studious mind, Mr, Cassidy's
death took place after a short illness, It was entirely unexpected, as
he possessed a strong constitution, and enjoyed good health up te within
a few days of his demise, On the formal announcement of his death both
Yranches of the Legislature adjourned after taking appropriate action,
In the Senate Messrs, Woodin, Henry C. Murphy and Erastus C, Benedict
made remarks eulogistic to their deceased friend, referring with profound
emotion to their deep senee of his loss, In the Assembly similar remarks
were made by several prominent members, and a series of resolutions ex-
tolling the character and services of the deceased were presented and ade
opted, Besides these the following local bodies: The Delta Phi Fraternity,
the Park Commissioners ofAlbany, the Board of Trade, the Young Men's '
Catholic Lyceum, the Trustees of St, Agnes' Cemetery, the Typographical
Unian, the employees of the "Argus" Company, and the Directors of the
National Commercial Bank passed resolutions of condolence and appreciation,
Letters of regard and condolence were also received by the family from
prominent men of the country, notable among which were one from John,
Archbishop of New York written Januray 24, 1873 and one from John T,
Heffman, written in Florence, Italy on February 13, 1873,

Mr, Cassidy was a life-long member of the Catholic Church, and died
in that faith, His funeral took place from the Cathedral at Albany,
which, on that occasion was crowded with friends, including the highest
dignitaries of the several departmenis of State, and prominent citizens
of Albany and the neighborhood, who joined with his friends in mourning
the loss of an able and honored citizen, The remains were taken to St,
Agnes' Cemetery, and deposited in the family vault, Mr, Cassidy was
married in 1856 to Miss Lucie Rochefort, and left three sons,

Encyclopaedia of Contemporary Biography of New York, Vol, II
(Bdited 1882)
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CLASS OF 1833

WILLIAM CASSIDY

The history of journalism is best found in the lives of
those who have been jounalists.

Préominent among those who aided in making the journalistie
history of Albany, is 7illiem Cassiday. With Webster, Barber,
Southwick, Croswell, Weed, Dawson, Manning, and others, he
aided in making that history foremost in the annals of the
nation., T¥e was born in Albany, August, 12, 1815.

The grandfather of William emigrated from Ireland and
settled in Albany in 1790, His father was John Cassidy, who
with his uncle, Patrick Cassidy, were esteemed citizens.

At an early age, Cassidy began his classical education at
,the Albany Academy, and at the age of sixteen was admitted to
Union College, in the Senior class, gradvating in 1833, afier
remaining in college one year. He studied law in the offices
of Judge McKown and John Ven Buren. His articles on political
subjects, written at his leasure and published in Democratic
Journals, found favor with the public. The taste thus culti-
vated and encouraged, induced him to leave his legal pxafExxion
studies and adopt the profession of journalism. At the time of
life when other young menare scarcely through with their
collegiate education, Mr. Cassidy's brilliant gifts as a
writer were winning wide recognition, and he was acknowledged
by the leaders of the Democratic party as one of their ablest
and most effective political writers. At the age of twenty-
five he first entered the field of journalism as a regular,
writing for the Plaindealer and Rough Hewer, then published in
Albany.

From 1841 to 1843 he was State Librarian. In the spring
of 1843 he became connected with the Albany Atlas, a dally
paper started in 1841 by Vance & Wendell, and, with Henry H,
Ven Dyke, edited that journal. The Atlas was founded as the
organ of the "Barn-burner" section of the Democratic party,
and recognized as such during its existence.

The contest between the "Barn-burner" and the "Hunker"
factions of the Democratic party will long be remembered as
more bitter than that which the former party waged against
the Whigs. The Atlas entered the political arena as the
opponent of the Democratic party led by the Argus, a veteran
in the politics of the State. At this time Edwin Croswell,
wielding a bold, gigentic pen, was the editor of the Albany
Argus. The sharp =nd bitter antagonism between that journal
and the Atlas was what might have been expected.

Cassidy, as the friend of Silas Wright,and the "Free-
soilers" and "Barn-burners," vigorously maintained his
position aganist his formidable opponent. The contest con-
tinued with unabated ardor until 1856, when the advent of the
Republican party, and the great power it developed, with other
causes, led the factions in the Democratic party to unite and
the Atlas and Argus became consolidated. This event was a
triumph for Mr. Cassidy. He had exhibited such brilliant
talents and such lofty character, such admirsble management
in editing the Atlas, that he was selected, with Mr, Croswell's
approval, as editor of the new paper, which received the new
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name of the Atlas and Argus. Under his editorship the
Atlas and Argus, rapidly attained a high and commanding
position in the State. In a short® time Cassidy became
its principal proprietor.

In 1865, the Argus Company, a joint stock association,
was formed, amd Cassidy became its president. He con-
tinued to edit the paper for the remainder of his life,

In 1866 he made the tour of Europe, enriching the litera-

ture of his native counbry by many cherming and elegantly
written letters, which first appeared in the Argus, and were
copied into various journals. Mr, Cassidy always persistently
refused political position, though in 1867 he was elected a
member of the Constitutional Convention, and in 1872 was
appointed by Governor Hoffman on the State Commission to
Revise the Constitution. He aceepted both these positions
with reluctance, and they were the only ones he ever held.

As Governor Robinson said, in addressing the Commission
after Mr. Cassidy's death: "No temptation would lead him
from those fundamental principles which he had imbibed
from conscientious conviction, deep thought and study. The
welfare of the State was his sole concern, and his advice
to his associates was summed up in his remark: 'See that
your constitution enunciates principles, and those, prineci-
ples of elevated statesmanship.' "

As has been said, his career was that of the political
editor. He helped to make and unmake men, His own life was
that of the sanctum, the library and the social circle. His
influence was such as is wielded by a matchless pen; his
achievements those of a master of thought, the exponent of
party, and the leader of political councils., He combined in
a superlative degree the qualities which distinguish the wit,
the scholar and the politician. These, with his fine taste
and culture, made him one of the most brilliant and accomplished
men of his time, He had an eminently -social nature and loved
the social circle. John G. Saxe, the poet, paid a pleasing
and delicate compliment to Mr, Cassidy, when he dedicated
a volume of his poems to him, as a tribute to his scholarship,

Mr., Cassidy's personal appearance and bearing were striking
and noble. His manner was mniformly courtly and dignified in
its courtliness; unstudied, yet perfect. His love for his
native city was not the leats of his characteristics, He
believed in Albany, and never failed to enlarge upon its
advantages of position and the manifest evidences of its
of its marked progress. He lent every energy towards its
improvement, and as a member of the Board of Commissioners
of Washington Park, he entered into every pro ject looking to
the expansion of that beautiful spot, and urged every wise
scheme for kindred purposes.

But his active and useful life terminated sudcenly, with
brief warning to his friends that he was soon to leave them
forever. He died at his home in Albany, Jenuary 23, 1873 ,
after a very short illness.
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On the formal announcement of his death, both branches
of the legislature adjourned, after appropriate eulogistic
remarks in both branches by dis tinguished Legislators.
The Delta Phi Fraternity, the Park Commissioners, the
Board of Trade, the Young Men's Catholiec Lyceum, the
Trustees of S. Agnes' Cemstery, the Typographical Union,
the Employees of the Argus Company, and the Directors of
the National Commercial Bamnk, all passed resolutions of
condolence and appreciation. Letters of regard were
received by the family from prominent men of the country.

Mr. Cassidy was a life-long member of the Catholic
Church, and died in that faith,

In 1856 he was married to Miss Lucie Rochefort, who
survives him. He left three sons,

History of the County of Albany De 357
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ALBANY, N.Y.

TIMES-UNION
528, S. 18,083

Hastings later moved to
h_zew York as editor and pub-
was born in hsher_ of a newspaper. |

in 1870. William was born in
1815, He went to Union Col-
lege and took up |
"of taw in the office of Johr
Van Buren, dashing son of
~ President Martin Van Buren
He was state librarian.
_The more law he read, the
more Cassidy itched to write
A gift for witty satire anc
vigorous phrases flowec
through his pen. He starte
writing contributions to loca
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.25JOLD ALBANY EDITORS

™./ DISCUSSED BY BYRNE

(el —_—
\r"ﬁ.““ Leading roles played by Thurlow
wy Weed and ? assidy, editors
# - of ithe past, of Al-

bany during the 19th century was
the subject of an address by Senm-
for Willlam T. Byrne over WOKO
last night,

The senator was speaking in the
series of “Know Albany” broadcasts
sponsored BSunday mights by the
Junior Chamber of Commerce, y

Weed's name; like that of his
sueccessor, Willlam Barnes, is inex-
tricably linked with the history o
the Albany Journal, while Cassidy’s
prowess with the pen was largely
32. shown in the editoral pages of the

¢+ old Albany Argus. h

4
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§
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Alumni

.G M. 1838 Wy /933

Leading roles played by Thurlow Weed
and Wittiam Cassioy, editors of the past, in
the building of Albany during the nineteenth
century, was the subject of an address by
Senator William T. Byrne over WOKO,
March 26, 1933,

Cassidy, William, 1833 10/12/1854
"..800n commenced editing the Atlas in Albany.

He is somewhst noted

as a sharp political partisan and a8 ceaustic unscerupulous writer."

Pearson Diaries V.4,p.700




CLASS OF 1833
WILLIAM CASSIDY
Calvert Comstock and William Casgsidy were editors of the

wpatlas & Argus July T, 1856

Prof., Pearson's Scrap Book pe. 413
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1833 WILLIAM CASSIDY.

MARRIED:-At the Church of St, Anne, Astor Place, New York,
on the 8th inst,, by Rev., Dr. Forbes, Pastor of
the church, William Cassidy, one of the editors
of this paper, to Miss Lucie Rochefort, daughter
of B. Rochefort, of New York.

Atlas & Argus
May 10, 1856,

UCSta¥ /833 cassidy - v - 0018




T bl T A S A SR A=

(\*‘Q‘ :J_u-_ _J).{l__n_;_‘l \ T _.‘,_}h.
Wik, ¢ 27

-3 B

CASSIDY TRUST
 FUND QUARREL
' BEFORE COUR

 Justice Schenck Asked to
Décide in $160,000
[ g, Estate <7 |

will of an Incomjse-
11 be declared wvalid
or-his estate be otherwise adminis-
tered is g problem facin. Supreme
Court Justi Schencl

The estate in question is a $160,000
brust fund bequeathed by John Cl
lon Cassidy upon his death
vear to his mother, Juliefte B, Bev-
ington of Ste. Agathe, Quebec,

The att on the validity of the
| will was launched in Special Term
yesterday by an uncle of the testa-
tor, Edward R. Cassidy, living in
France, He seeks an injunction that
| will restrain B, Jernmiain Savage, Al-
bany lawyer and trustee of the fund,
from disbursing it to anyone except
a representative of the Cassidy
family,

He seeks also to have the will of
his nepliew declared null and void
on the grounds of insanity and to
have himself named heir to one-
half of the trust fund.

The mother of Jolin Clinton Cas-
sidy and Sl under his will

lend person st

neir

eati of Lincoln still is considered
one ol the most masterly pieces of
Jjournalistic writing of its time. Col-
onel Cassidy died in Brighton, Eng=-
Iand, Feb. 5, 19186,

Left Large Bequests

He left numerous bequests to Al-
bany organizations and charitable
institutions and ecreated three trust
funds, one of $70,000 for the behefit
of & brother, who brings the present
suit.  Upon the latter's death the
fund is to go to St. Peter’s Hospital,
Albany, to be a perpetual trust in
memory of his mother and father.

The hospita] had been founded
some years before by au aunt, Eliza-
beth Cassidy Cagger, in memory of
her husband, Peter.

Two trust funds were creafed from
the residuary estate, one for the
benefit of a niece, Frances Eliot
Heiner, and the other for a hephew,
John Clinton Cassidy, who died last
year, They were children of a
| ‘brather, John P, Cassidy,

The niece and nephew alsp were
bequeathed powers of appointment;
by the will as to the principal of the
trust, with the privilege of leaving
It to whomever they wished on their
death,

Nephew Declared Incompetent

Some years before his death the
nephew was declared incompetent
by a Supreme Court order and nis
uncle, Edward, the present plain-
tiff, and his sister were appointed
a committee of his person and
property.

The unclie now contends John was
incompetent and insane at the time
the will was drawn, that he was de-
prived of his'free will by undue in-
fluence from his mother and that
he lacked the testamentary capacity
to make 'a will, |

Motions for dismissal of the com-
plaint were made by William Van
Rensselaer Erving, appearing for
Mr. Savage; and George J. Hatt 2nd,
counsel for Mrs, Heiner, Decision
was reserved,
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