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CLASS OF 1802,
HENRY VAW DER LYN

Henry Ven Der Iyn wes born on the 24th degy of April, 1784,
et Kingston, New York. He was the son of Peter Vem Der Iym,
& worthy and skillful surgeon during the Revolutionary war,
end & mephew of John Vem Der Iym, who was considered in his
day one of the world's most famous artists. After pursming
his studies in Kingston Academy, he entered Union College at

¥. the age of mixteen, graduated with honors of the valedictory
in 1802, and soon thereafter commenced the etudy of law with
the distinguished and eble lawyer, Hon. Ogden Rdwerds in New
York, in whose office he acquired those hebits of close study
end diserimination which distinguished him through life, and
that knowledge of lew which secured him an admission to the
Bar in 1806.

lire Vean Der Iyn early in life formed the habit of daily
writing in a journal commentaries on the worke he read, making
extracts anmi noting down the evemts of his life and of society
around him. We make the following extracts:

"While at college I got a coat altered and made with & single
row of buttons end buttonholes in fromt. This harmless fresak
caised the nickname of Count Ramford to be fixed on me,and
vhich has followed to this dsy.

"AL this time barbers were in the he ight of their usefulness
end prosperity, when curling tongs and powder were applied

%o the head of every fashionsble, and many torturing twinges
have I endured during the teddous operations of head dressing.
"In the winter of 1806 I made a visit to ilbany to comsult
some membe re of the lLegislature on the subject of my removel
to the western part of the State, but without effeet. I
called on Frederie A. De Long, who was to remove &n the spring
to Jericho (Beinbridge), inm Chemeango County, for information
gbout the best place of my settlement, and he mentioned
Oxford about fifteen miles from Jericho. I yielded to his
alvice anl made my arrangements to bid a final adieu to my
native place. In April, 1806, I went to New York to pur-
chase the residue of my lew library, which wes emaell but
large enocugh for me at that time. In the latter end of Msy

I put my books, paper caseand trunk on board & wegon, and
accompanied by my uncle, FPhilip Newkirk, begen my journey to
Oxford, amd separated from the friends of my youth, from my
mother, brothers, and relatives in search of professional
fame and the means of support. I wase thenm in my twent -
second year and felt a semsation of apprehension and d@istrust
in going emong strangers to a distant place to commence the
novel business of instrueting otlers and managing their legal
concerns. Iy Uncle FPhilip and I arrived at Oxford in the
aftermoon of Saturdey. I was somewkal disappointed on my
first view of the place, it was small with only two painted
houses in it and the stumps in the sdjoining fields showed
that 1t was a young settlement. We lodged at the hotel of
Erasftus Perkins. The next day was Sundsy end the young
people of the village assembled in the ball room of Ifr.
Perkins' %o sing pesalms. I took my seat in the hall to see
them as they went upstairs. There was no church nor divine
Bervice in the village. I went to board with Major Dan
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Throop, who had a number of boarders, Rensom Rathbone, a
merchant; Roewell Randall, a student in the office of Stephen
0. Ruopyan; John Kinsey, an o0ld bachelor; and two liies Bepacs
from Hudson, fommed the group that dasily aesembled at the
teble of lMajor Dan.

"The last of January, 1815, Gary went out with Damniel Perry
in a gled to Kingston to remove mother to Oxfard. Aunt Amn
laster and Thomea G. Newkirk returned with him. Since this
time I have been a housekeepsr'

lir. Vam Der Lyn, finding in the place of his eettlement an
institution of learning, gave early atteuntion to its welfare,
ard wes for many years 1ts zealous friend, trustee and supporter.
He never wearied in doing well for that institution, smd Oxford
Academy owes to him and a few early supporters much of its high
st anding and usefulmsas. He wae slso a liberal contributor to
St Paul's Church,and interested himself in the eirculstion of a
gubseription to procure & suitable place of worship.

Mr. Ven Der Lyn died October 1, 1866, in the sighty-second year
of his age, affer a life of activity and labor of more that Ffifty-
nine years, =md amld scenes so changed, beholding the growth of a
proeperous village and the country sbout him changed from a wilder-
ness to bright fields,

The term "Count" clung to him through life from his grest suavity
andl gentlemanly manners. He was & confirmed bachelor, possessing
many genial peculisrifies of echaracter, which rendered him &
great favorite 1n the social reunions of the bench and bar during
term time . Numerocus legends are curremk of his tact and resdiness
in extricating himself from occasionsl faux pas, induced by his
excessive courtliness and desire to remder himself agreeable to
those with whom at the time he happemed to be conversing.

The story is told that Mr. Ven Der Lyn once owned a dog that
robbed the meat market of a roast of beef and escaped, The pro-
prietor reassured that if he went to tle owner and told him his
dog had stolen the meat, that it would be denied, so he adopted
another plan, entering the "Count's" office, he told of the
robbery comnitted and sslited vhat he shonld do sbout it. He was
advised %o mdie out a bill end presenmt 1t to the owner. The
butcher promptly prepared the bill and found it smounted to Pive
dollars, which he presented to the "Count", ssying it was his dog
that was the thief. "All right," was the reply, snd the bill
was paid. As the bubcher was leaving the "Couni" called and
reminded him of a "strange coincidence." He said that five dollars
weg Just the amount of his bill for advice. The bubtcher returned
the 35 he had just collected and retired without another word.

He was rendered speechless.

FROM Annals of Oxford, N. Y. Pe 393
Henry J. Galpin
Times Book & Job Printing House
Dxfﬂrﬂ., He Yo 1906 .
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CLASS OF 1802

HENRY VANDERLYR attended the academy sbout 1800; studied law here, and
possibly practiced in Ulster belore his removel to Chensngo County, where
he became prominent as & lawyer, and where he died at an advanced age.

General History of Ulster and Kingston
Nathaniel B. Sylvester
1880  p. 107
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1802 HENRY VAN DERLYN,

Son of Peter Van Derlyn, who was the son of
Peter and ------ (Vas) Van Derlyn. She was the
daughter of Rev. Peter Vas, of Kingston,N,Y.

Gerrit Van Derlyn was a brother of Henry and
they removed to Oxford, Chenango Co,, N. Y,

History of Kingston,N.Y,
p. 491

Marius Schoonmaker

New York. 1888,
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HENRY VAN DER LYN

Who wes bo¥n April 21, 1784, came to Oxford (H.Y.) from

the North River country in June, 1806, and practiced here

t111 his death, Oectober 1, 1865, though but little during

the latter years of his life. He was eccentric, possessed

of good talent and great acquirements. He was the best

equity lawyer the village ever had, Henxry R. lMygatt (Union
1830), exceépted. He was known as "the Count". He was & cousin
of the celebrated artist named Ven Der Lym.

FROM History of Chenango and Hadison Counties Pe 270,
Hemes He. Smith
D+ lason & Co.
Syracuse, H. Y. 1880

HENRY VAN DER LYNN, 1802, & resident of N

] ewburgh, N. A8 &
Fhilomethean Society. H urgh, N.Y., was a

member of the

Philomathean Catalogue 1830,
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