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JAMES M, MATHEWS.

FROM: RECOLLECTIONS OF PERSONS AND EVENTS
Chap. II pp. 30-36,
Sheldon & Company
New York 1865,

In May, 1813, I met with a painful occurence,

I was going down DBroadway near the Rattery, and
observed a man before me leaning against a lamp-
post, whose clothes showed that he had been taken

out of the gutter. Our eyes met as I approached

him, and I saw it was my former classmate in eollegze,
S---m—= e et Though greatly intoxicated, he
recognized me, and turned away his face as 1 passed
him, T eould not leave him as he was; and turned
back to see what I could do for him. 'hen I called
him by name, he burst into tears, and in a low tone
of volce begmed me not to degrade myself by speaking
to him in the street. I insisted, however on teking
him home with me, notwithstanding his squalid appear-
ance; where, after a few hours sleep, he told me his
melancholy story. FHis intemperance had led his
relatives to cast him off; and he was then on his way
to Philadelphia to seek employment from a gentlsman
with whom, in his better days, he had formed an ac-
quaintance at Saratoga. His chance, he remarked, was
very slender; but it was all that remained to him,
and he was determined to try it., He did try it, but
without success. I never heard of him afterwards, and
fear he died by his own hand.

He told me what I well knew, that his bad habits were
contracted while at college. He was only one out of
many of my fellow students, who had fallen wictims to
the temptations of a college life., In those days, there
were no Temperance Societies; and temperance itself was
little understood, and still less regarded. Iot suppers,
midnight carousals, were too frequent with us, and sowed
the seeds of a vice that in a few years carried off a
fearful proportion of our number to an untimely grave.
What a wreck of life and high talent do I see when I
look back!’'.

Brilliant and generous-hearted J------ Beeeee= ! He
seemed to know everything as if by intuition. An hour
at study was quite as sufficient for him, as a day for
others; and yet averse as he was to protracted or con-
tinued labor, no perplexed classmate ever sought his
aid in vain. ¥e would sit down beside the slowest and
dullest of them all, and would somehow contrive to work
the lesson or recitation into their minds, before he

would quit them; and in the exuberance of his spirits,
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ugh at his own patience when the work was
ggn:?UIgflgigﬁt be the Classics, or Mathematics, or
Ethics; everything seemed to come to him without
effort. He had a voice, too, of great compass and
ringing tone, that made him one of ?he first among
speakers; and all was accompanied with that natural
ease and gracefulness of manner, that won you
irresistibly. With such talents, and with family
connections, including some of the most distinguished
and influential men in the State, he seemad to have
tefore him the prospect of a most brilliant carseer in
public life., His ambition lay in that direction. How
often has he said to me that he would never be satisfied
until he had become a leader in the councils of the
nation; and much did I hope that his high aim would
tend to save him from the habit that had begun to grow
upon him, But, no. He had scarcely gained admission
to the bar, when he sank down into a sot, and died a
dishonored death in the morning of his life. I saw him
when he was very low in his misery. He knew all, and
confessed all. "I have seen the last of my happy days,"
| he said, "the cloud that is over me will never be
| secattered, My heart is worse than broken, It has been
made a burnt offering te the Demon of BErandy."” I well
remember the scalding tear and the quivering voice with
which he made the confession.
Bemmmmmm Howm e was another of my eclassmates. He
| seemed to live in a constant gale of gladness. His wit
was sparkling, but always good-natured. He had a wonder-
ful talent for mimicry. He could imitate everything
animate or inanimate. He was not a good scholar; bhut
even when his deficiencies were most glaring, he had
some humorous remark respecting his studies or himself,
which not only disarmed the Professor of all anary
feeling, but seemed also to render him equally a favorite
with teachers and students. We, too, yielded to the
temptation; became so degraded and lost that he was at
times taken to the watch-house in the dead of night, and
in a few years was hidden in his grave. I have been told,
that during the latter part of his life, all that milk
of human kindness that so distinguished his earlier years,
ssemsd to be changed into the very gall of misanthropy.
He boasted , in his despair, that he would not only
"eurse Cod and die,"” but that with his last hreath, he
would "eurse both GCod and man.,"
And there was my affectionate J------ Newm=== ok
nobler or a warmer heart can seldom, if ever, be glven
to man. Such was our mutual attachment that he had well
nigh changed the whole course and business of my life,
Fis father was at this time an eminent merchant in ohe
of our TFastern cities. He was to enter the counting-
house, when he left college, and most earnest were his
entreaties that I would accompany him. To render the
temptation the stronger, his father made every proposition
that propriety would allow, as he was anxious that P
should be gratified. T had almost yielded. Frildiant
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14, and ardent personal attachment, at
Eingyﬁﬂgzdigaggeg:::t {nfluence upon my mind, before I
rigafir decided. But reflection restored me to my pur-
Little as I then understood of what the ministry

P?s:ﬁa Gospelis, OrF of what it requires, I had for years
; t my view fixed om it as my profession; and in the

ag I told my friend J----= -~ that I could not abandon
“ﬂ ’ He was grieved, though not displeased; and we parted,
e ge,” and I to my studies, with vows

vhis merchandl
Eg :: attachment that no diversity of pursuit should

allowed to extinguish or abate,. _
be For years we embraced every opportunity of meeting.

gur correspondence was constant and more than cordial.

T have sometimes thought 1t breathed the spirit of David
and Jonathan; and so 1t continued until he became a
junior in his father's "House." His letters about that
time became less Trequent, and he pleaded, in apology,
the pressure of business. But they also lost their
former freedom. There was constraint, with an effort

to conceal it. I could not but be alarmed. I knew

nthe sin that easily beset him," and often implored

him to be on his guard. I wrote to him frankly what

1 feared. He immediately, and in a manner much like

his former self, thanked me for my candor, but assured
me that he was safe against the temptation respecting
which T was anxious., About the same time he was married
to a lovely woman, and his letters on that subject wers
so like those of former days, that I hoped for the best,
He was most happy in his choice, and he was now forming
new relations in life, and with new sources of enjoyment
opening to him, I pressed on him the importance of
inereased vigilance, and a total withdrawal from pccasl ons
of temptation.

But although for a time he seemed to feel what he owed
to his family, to himself, and to his Maker, the habit
came back upon him. Before the end of four years from
his marriage, his conduct to his wife had become so
violent, that she had to return with her two little
children to her father's house, after which he soon became
a raving madman, and died in the Asylum for the Insane,---
his widow soon after dying the victim of a broken heart,
leaving their babies orphans,

Chapter II Pp. 30-36.
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Desr Mr., Brown:

I have just been looking over the Recollection
Persons and Events by the Reverend James Macfarlane Mathews (Union 1803).
Tn his second chapter, which he entitles Deangers of College Life, he re-
fers to several of his classmates who "went to the dozs™ by reason of their
intemperance. I think it will be interesting and perhaps fruitful for

you to try to figure out who they were for your biographiocal sketches.



Mathews; Jatmes M., b in Salem, N.Y., March 18, 1835 1.C. 1803, Assoc
Ref Sem., 1807, L Assoc Ref. Preshyt, N.Y. 1807: Assistant Prof
of Bib, Lit. in Dr. Mason's Sem. t8og-18, supplied South Duteh, Gar
den st, NY.C, 1Br1-1z. pastor of South Dutch, r8r2-g0, Chancellor
of Universlty;, 18300, wic., . 1870, DI MESLEE] DORMmar el s | - 000G

The town of Salem, Washington County, N.Y., has been greatly favored
in the number of young men who have enicred the gospel ministry, The
leading church of that village is of the Associate Reformed connection, and
for a number of years was under the pastoral charge of the Rew, Drs

Proudfit, father and son, who were of unosual devotion and of broad,

catholic spirit. Dr. Alexander Proudht had a special gift in addressing the

youth of his charge on the subject of personal religion, and of introducing
them at an carly age into the Church.  And it was his habit, when he found

a young an possessing special qualifications, and giving the promise oi

ugefulness, to present to him the clamms of the ministry, and urge him to

enter this noble calling. Miny of these young men were thrown providen-

Hally into the Reformed Church, anid have proved themselves to be among

her mnst wseful and loval ministers,  Among this number iz the subject of

thiz asketch, James M. Mathews, Tlis father came to this country some
time previons to the War of the Revolution, and engaged in agricultural
pursuits, During the struggle for independence he enlisted in the army as

a common soldier, and served tntil the conclusion of peace. The spn- dis-

played very early & taste for study, and wis fond of books, a fact which was

noticed by his pastor and encouraged.  Tn the Academy he waa populir
with his teachers, and made soeh rapid progress that he entered college tvo
years in advance, graduating with the reputation of being a most excellnt

seholar, Hé did not unite with the chorch uniil he had completed s

conrse, and was cngapged in the work of the farm.  Under 1he judiqus

fnstruction of De. Proudfit he chose withont wiveh lisshation the ool

the ministry, and studied in the Seminary of Dr, Mazon, being one ol th

first who passed through that recently organized institution of the Associat

Reformed Church. Dr. Mason discovered in his stadent special gualifica-

Hims for the work of instriction, and at his solicitition ha waz called to the

Professorship of Biblical Literature, & position which he filled with marked

ahility, until he was ealled to take charge of the church in Garden Street

an arganization then consisting of but nineteen families; and numbering at
the first communion only seventeen members. In a very short time, though
unfavorably located, the church became one of great strength and influence,
passing through several seasons of wonderful revival, Dr. Mathews con-
timuned in the active duties of the ministry until T840, when he was released
from the pastoral office, He took 2 prominent part in the founding of the

Tiniversity of the City of New York, and was chosen as its first Chancellor,

& position which he held for about nine years. His interest in its welfare,

and the sacrifices he made to promote its prosperity are important points

in its history, and were warmly apprecinted by his eo-laborers in this great

v L]
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Retiring §r these -:!:ﬂ-:a. wilions with - a consttution wery  mtch

hroken hfreasnn of excessive labors, after a short season of rest, during
vtraity.!r}l'l'l'::sc were delivered before intelligent nudiences in virious cities
of the country, and highly appreciated. They were subsequently published,
and widely circulated. In addition to these he prepared a volume of great
interest, embodying his recollections of eminent men and prominent events.
Al of these works were valuable, and some of them are still sooght for and
read, as presenting most excellent views upoen the subjects which they dis-
enssed.  He spent the last few years of his life in works of general benev-
olence, interesting himself chicfly in the cause of education and promoting
the welfare of young men, especially the medical students who came o the
city to pursue their studies, He was in public life for sixty years, and in
the various fields of usefulness which he cccupied he met with an unusual
measure of success,

He wis highly favored in his perzonal appearance. He waz above the
ardinary heighe, of fine physical development, and possetsed a mul:u-nrtrlcﬂl
of marked benevolence and intelligence.  He would naturally draw observa-
tion hy hie superb and erect form, and hiz attractive dignity of manner, Tni
any cirele he would leave the impression that he was a finely educated and
highly polished gentleman. Tt was supposed by some that he was not easils
aecessible or-friendly ; butwith- those-who knew him; he wasa-modei-of
kindness and amiability, as well as a culiivated and refined man. The
bestowment of favors was a great gratification to him, and he would make
sacrifices m order to oblige his friends.  In his conversational powers he
was very gifted, and in literary and social circles he was the center of
nttraction, and often fascinated the company by his fund of information and
timely anecdotes relating to men and events,

As a preacher he ranked among the most acceptnble and impréssive of
his day. Among the pulpit celebrities of New York m the early part of the
century, he held a very honorable position, and maintained the reputation
af being a solid, earnest, and powerfil preacher. His congregation tuim-
bered some of the most wealthy families of the city, snd it became the
spiritial home of many in the various professions of life. His hearers
alwayvs found his sermons rich in the exhibition of evangelical truch, full
and aceurate in their doctrinal statements, and written in a style that was
chaste, vigorons, and animated, iz voice wiis full and distinet, and his
delivery was strong but unimpassioned.  The cxst of his mind was: -ather
logical than imaginative, and he depended more on the foree of arEument
and fact than on illvsteation and orgament, His whole manoer in the
pulpit wag solemn and earnest, éxhibiting itzelf in the fivorite topics of his
digcotrses. and in his very tones and gestures, He was active with his pon
up 1o the very last, and intent on doing good wherever an opportunity oi-
fered. He was fond of cultivating the dcquaintanee of young men who
were engaged in the work of preparation for the professions of life, invit-
Cinge them in numbers to the hospitality of s home, and giving them most

valuable counsel, He lived a long and useful life, and muat be counted
among those who were successful in an eminent degree,  After a lingering
sickness, during which he wis sustained by an anfaltering trust, he fell
Casleep in Jesus at the advanced age of nearly eightv-five years—Rew, Dr.
R. H, Steele,  See “Duyckinck’s Cye. of Am. Tat," 1855 vol. i, 733
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sion Field,” 18oq—Alsn Managing Editor of *The Day Star,” Nov
1806, —Also See. for Young EL{_I‘]'IILS Mission Work, 18c6——
Posricarions: Editorials, &c, a3 above indicateds; in charge of the
Weekly Christian Endeavor Department, in “Christizn Intelligencer,” 188s-
95, and other articles in the snme; many Magnzine articles, Reports, news-
paper articles, &c—Reports of Christian Endeavor Missionary League,
1873

Mason, Ebenezer, (5 of Rey. Dr. John M. Mason,) b in N.Y.C. June 15
8o TN 20, B.5. 237 ord. 2d Presbye. MY, -Ap, a0, 20 Brooklyn,
2h-,  [Sixth av, NYE, =7-8, North Ch,, NX.C., 25-33,. Blooming
Grove, 1838-0, d, Mar, 14.) S.T.ID,

He carty displayed a docila temper, and a (quick and suaceptible mind,
whose powers were sabjected to the careful traming which =0 eminent
father as i, 1, AL Mason wonld seek o secure for a son,  He accompanied
hiz father to Europe in 1816, while =61l a lad. When settled in Broolkln,
conseientions scruples concerning the subject of baptiam, according {o the
HEHEe of that chureh, led him 1o resign his charge, In his new enterprise,
in Sixth avenue, N.Y.C., he exerted o powerful influence for good, thongh
hiz pastorate was shart, e made two jul.||'1||_'_l.'-i to Eorope, -and his last
tiip sought (o estabilish an American chapel in Paris,. ( MeCroge.)

dild and retiring. he interfered with the seli-love or advancement oi
ooz, Fle was one of the wost anifible of men, quick to sympathize, snd
prvapt to aid; so that, while many warmly loyed him, none gonld be Tis
citny,  His mind was of 2 highly reflective cast.  Fond of investigation
¥y discussion, without reckleds speealation. hé often suggested thonghts
L 1 presented views, especinlly on theplogical subjects, which were rare.
ad worthy of caveful examination. As a sermonizer, lié stvle was some-
what on the beaten track, and without affectation or obscurity. certainly
had the merit of considerable originality. Yet his fancy had hardly heen
ciiltivated with that degree of attention which its vast importance, as an
aid in the elwcidation and enforcement of truth, demands; and hence hiz
preaching, though greatly interesting and inatrpetive too the thoughtiol
Christian. failed in a measure (o produce that glow and excitement in
which mingled -andiences delight.  His natural modesty, moreover, un
willingness bo seem pbtrosive, diffidence of hizs own powers, and & slight
indisfinctness of articulation, interfered with his advancement to prominent
positions which his temper, hiz endowments. and hiz acquisitions abun-
dantly fitted him to adorn,

(Mazon, John. 5.5 Hur!u 1834-6,1
(Mapy T7 T e A e R Tt o

fink THE MINISTRY.

Prntacations: “The Religions Influence of Mothers"  “The Adorable
Saviour,” “Critical Periods in the Sinmer's Life Al three in *Nat)
Preacher.” 1836.—"What is Your Life’? A ser. o the loss of Lexington,
184o—"The Bible and Men of Learning,” pp, o2 1855—""The Bible and
Civil Government,” pp. 268 1BsB—"Fifty Yeéars in N.Y." (BB —Ar-
ticles in "Sprague's Annals!' on Reve, Ch, Borle J. M. Bradiord, Alsx,
Gunn, Wm, MceMuorray, PN, Strong.

Mutthews, Algernon, b, in Isle of Guernsey, 1841 Elizabeth Coll, Ger-
many; N.B.5. 75, lie, N, CI'L.L: Jersey City Heights, 75, Manhéim
Fi-o. Dismissed to the Presbyt. of Kingston, Canada.

Matrice, An., boin Schoharie; N.Y., 1823 R.C. B NB.5 62, lic. and ord,
as an evangeliat by Cl Schoharie, 62 Migs, to Kewascom, Wis,, fiz-4,
Eden, 64-6, Prof, of ‘Ancient Langs, snd Mathematics, in Riverside
Seminary. Germantown, NY., 67-0, Principal of Hudson (N.Y.) Acad-
emy, 6g-73, Principal of Fort Pluin Female Collegiate Institute, N. Y,
731, F‘1ir:u.ip1i of Seymour Smuth Academy, Pine Plains, Dutchess
Co., N.Y., 7o-00, Montville, gf-roor

:'v'lailll_f. Hnrir_'.. b: in Sehoharie Co. MUY, Aug 16, 18222 Ho (N.5.) Presh.
Kanzgs, 61; ord, (0.5) Presh. Kaskaski (L) Ap. 68: (Miss
A5, in Kanszas, s0-04.) Agent US. Ch. Com,, 64-006, 5.5 Mis-
gions, and Agent Y.MCAL, 5t Louis, Mo, 67-68, supplied Trenton,
Il.. 67-68, Missionary, Howard Miss, NY.C. 60 sopplied West
New Hempstead, 6g-71, rocd, by letter in C1, Paramus, Ap. 713 Assist
Sup. House of Industry, and Migx, Pastor, Calvary Chapel, NY.C.
Z1-73; pastor, Palisades, 73-78, Jersey City, Free Ch., Morgan st., Miss,
JFan. 79-88, Unionville, 83-80, Hobolen, 8g-05. Died Aung. 12, 87

Alwavz much interested in Sunday School worl, he actually ool charg
of the Sunday School at his home, before making a profesgion. He wa
subsequently sent West by a church in Albany, N.Y., and he establizhed

chiefly in Kansas, about 130 Sunday schools,. He many times mmode 1

milea on horseback to attend a convention. Many important churches i

Kansas have grown out of hiz worlk. He eztablished the frst Ttalian his

gion in Mew York City. In Hoboken. his church was burned, and hi

efforts secured a new edifice—a monument of his zeal and energy, but a

the cost of his health, His life waz full of change, but alwavs along th

line of ¢ meecrated Christian gervice. He was made a prisoner in the Civi

War by a guerilla leader, Quantral, but at once released, when hiz mission

was understood, —"Mints, Gen, Syn,." 1808, 232,

Matske, Herman, came from Germany, 1878 Silver Creek, T, (Ger )
tlrB-1887 . Ap, o—"Mints, Gen, Syn.." 887, 4a3h

May, Edward H,, b. at Lynn, Narfolk, Eng.; Jan. o8, 1705 Hoxton Coll)

and Sem., London;, Eng., 1815, {Bary Lane, 1815-..,; Rochiord, Essex,

» Croyden; SUrrev. ...l Nnrthmﬂheﬂ.n.r] 35-0, Northum-

heﬂand and Schuylerville, 36 l}. Twenty-first st., W.Y.C., 3g-48, Sec,

Pa. Col. Soc. 1848-g, Sec. Pa. Seamen’s Friends" Soc. 184g9-37, d. 18:8

His parents were of the Church of England, in which he was baptised
anid brought up. One of his sisters became a Methodist, and, throogh lue




b in Salem, K. Y., March 18, 1785, ; Arisae,
- |.'§n; I Assoc. Ref, Preshyt, N.Y., 1307 gaistant Frrof.
of Bib, Lit. in Dr. Mason's Sem. 1800-18, supplied South Dutch, Gar- |
den st, N.Y.C, 1Bri-1z, pastor of South Dutch, t81z-40, Charyeellor
of University, 1831-0. Lecturing on religious and educational & ahjects
d, 1870. D.D UICALGF1 203 Mathews _ j_ooof i
Dir. Mathews ranked among the most acceptable and impressive 1oareachers
of his dav., He took a |;|r|_'||1'||1'|.| nt part in the foonding of the L:m rersity of
New York, and was chosen its Arst Chancellor.  His mberest in it's welfare
amnit the sacrifice be made o promote its prosperily are important points
in its history and were warmly appreciated by his co-lahorers,
He was in puhlie life for more than sixty yvears and all that tione be served
God and his generation with the full vse of his many talents.
See Manuval, 1002
Poucications : “The Religions Influence of Mothers.” “"The Adorahle
Saviour,”  “Critical Periods in the Sioner’s Life” Al thhree in “Nat .
Preacher.” 1836 —"What is Your Life”™7 A ser. on the loss of Lexington.
1840—"The Bible and Men of Learning,” pp. o2, 1855.—"IThe Bible and
'L‘l'l.i! Government,” pp. 268. 1858 —"Fiity Years m N. YT 18sR_—Ar-
ticles in “Spragoe’s Amals” on Revs. Ch. Bork, J. M. Bridford, Alex.
|'-.||1||| Wm. McMurrav. P, N. Strong.
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b, in Salem, N. Y., March 18, 1875; U.G. 1803, Assoc, Ref., Som.,
1807, 1. Assoc. Ref. Presbyt.y N. Y., 18073 Assistant Prof, of Bib,
Lit. in Dr, Mason's Sem, 1B809-18, suppli 4 South Dutch,Ubarden 5t.,
Me¥aloy 1811-12, pastor of South Butch, 1812-40, Chancasllor of
Inivaraity, 1B31l=9, Wi 8oy e LET0.  D.DL

The town of .5alem,; Washington County, N. Y., has beesn greatly
favored in the number of young men who have entered the gospsl min-
istry. The leading church of that villege is of the Assocciate
Reformed connection, and for a number of years was under the pastoral
charge of the Rew, Dra,., Proudfit, father and son, who wers of un-
usual devotlon and of broad, catholic spirit, Dr. Alexander Proud-
fit had a special gift in addressing the youth of his charge on the
subject of personal religion, and of introducing them at an sarly
age into the Church, ~And it was his habit, whan he found a young
men posseesing s=peciml qualifications, and giving the promise of
usefulness, to present to him the claims of the minietry, and urge
him to enter this noble calling. Many of these young men were thrown
providentially into the Reformed Church, and have proved themselves
to be mmong her most useful and loyal ministers., Among this number
is the subject of this sketech, Jamas M, Mathe#s. His Cather came +o
this country some time previoue to the War of the Revolution, and
engaged in agricultural pursuits, During the struggle for independ-
ence he enlisted in the army ms & common soldier, and served until
the conclusion of peamce, The son displayed very early a taste for
study, and was fond of books, a fmet which was noticed by his pastor
and en:ouraged. In the Acedemy he was populer with his teachers,
and made Buch rapid progress that he antered college two years in
advance, greduating with the reputation of being & most excellent
schol#r, He did not unite with the chureh until he had completed his
course, -nd was engaged in the work of the farm. Under the judicious
instruction of Dr, Proudfit he chose without much hesitation the
work of the ministry, and studied in the Seminary of Dr, Mason, being
one of the first who passed through that recently organized institu-
tion of the Associate Reformed Church, Dr, MKason discoversd in his
student special qualifications for the work of instruction, and at his
solicitation he was called to the Professorship of Biblical Literature,
a position which he filled with marked ability, until he was called
to take charge of the church in Garden Street, an organization then com-
sisting of but nineteen families, and numbering at the first com-
munion only seventean members. In & very short time, though unfavor-
ably located, the church became one of great strength and influence,
passing through several seasone of wonderful revival, Dr. Mathews
continued in the active duties of the ministry until 1840, when he
was released from the pastoral office. He took & prominent part in
the founding of the University of the City of New York, and was chosen
as its first Chancellor, a position which he held for about nine years,
His interest in its welfare, and the sacrifices he made to promote
its prosperity are important points in its history, and were warmly
appreciated by his co-laborers in this great enterprise..
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Retiring from these official positions with a constitution very
nuch broken by reason of excessive labors, after a short season of
rest, during which he recovered his former strength, he turned his
attention to another important field. He emprloyed his pen in pre-
paring courses of lectures on topics which had commanded his atten-
tion while connected with the university. These were delivered
before intelligent audiences in various cities of the couniry, and
highly appreciated, They were subsequently published, and widely
cireulated. In aidition %o these he prepared = volume of great
interest, embodying his recollections of eminent men and prominent
events. All of ihses works were valuable, and some of thema re
still sought for and read, as presenting most gxcellent views upon
the subjects which they discussed. He spent the last few years of
hie life in works of general benevolence, interesting himsalf chiefly
in the cause of education and promoting the welfare of young men,
especially the medical students who came %o the city to pursue their
gtudiss. He was in public life for sixty yesars, and in the various
fields of usefulness which he occupied he met with an unusual measure
of success,

He wae hipghly favored in his personal appearance, FHe was above
the ordinary height, of fine physical development, and possessed a
gcountenance of marked benevolence and intelligence, He would naturally
draw observation by his superb and erect form, and his gtiractive
dignity of manner, In any circle he would leave the impression that
he was & finely educated and highly polished gentleman. It was sup-
posed by some that he was not easily accessible or friendlys but, with
those who knew him, he was a model of kindness and amlabiliiy, as
well as a gultivated and refined man, The bestowment of favors was a
great gratification to him, and he would make sacrifices inm order to
oblige his friends, 1In his conversational powers he was very giftad,
and in literary and social cirecles he was the center of ptiraction,
and often fascinated the company by his fund of information and
timely anecdotes relating to men and events.

As a preacher he ranked among the most acgceptable and impressive
of his day. Among the pulpit celebritlies of New York in the early
part of the century, he held & very honorable position, and maintained
the reputation of being a solid, earnest, and powerfu:l preacher. His
congregation numbered some of the mosit wealthy femilies of the city,
and it became the spiritual home of meny in the various professions
of 1ife, His hearers always found his sermuns rich in the exhibition
of evangelical truth, full and accurate in their doctrinal statements,
and written in a style that was chaste, vigorous, and animated. His
voice was full and distinct, and his delivery was strong but unimpas-
sioned. The ecast of his mind was rather logical than imaginative,
and he dependsd more on the force of argument and fact than on illus-
tration and ornament, His whole manner in the pulpit was solemn and
sarnest, exhibiting iteelf in the favorite topics of his discourses,
and in his very tones end gestures, He wes active with his pen up
to the very lmct, and intent on deing good wherever an ppportunity of-
fearad, He was Tond of cultivating the agguaintance of young men Who
were engaged in the work of preparation for the profesaions of life,
inviting them in numhers to the hospiterlity of his home, =nd giving
them most viluable co nsel, He lived m long and useful 1ife, and
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1803

James M. Mathews b

"The Council declared that "at this juncture it is peculiarly
proper that the Council should express their opinion of his
character, and services to the University," and resolved that
"in him they recognize the principal founder of the liberal
system of education on which the University is based"; that "
"they kxzymhave been witnesses to his zeal, devotion, and
sacrifice," and "that th@y have always had entire confidence
in his integrity." It is pleasant to close the history of the
first administration with these words; but that they should
have been needed at all was unfortunate. It is also pleasant
to know that Chancellor Mathews continued to serve as a member
of the Council for nearly ten years more, and bhat his memoirs
published in 1865, he gives no sign of anything but agreeable
memories of the Unversity. It has been difficult tdbonceal his
mistakes. They were doubtless due to excessive zeal; and his
efforts in behalf of the Law School and the Mediecal School,
of which more will be said in & later chajpters, show that he
had at heart more of the University than a college, or even
a Gothis chapel.

p. 52

There is a portrait p. 34

New York University

1832 : 1932
Theodore Francis Jones
N.Y¥.Univ. Press

1833
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James M. Mathews B

vessssssed meeting of men interested in the foundation of
university occurred on Decewber 16, 1829. It was the first
oceasion of which a record was kepy; and it wm was attended
by the Rev. §. M. Mathews, the Rev. J. M. Wainwright, Dr. J.
Augustine, Dr, Valentine Mott, John Delafie 1d, Hugh Maxwell,
Isaac S. Hone, and Myndert Van Schaick.
Foot-Note says the meeting was held at the invitation and
house of Rev, J. M. Mathews, if his own Recollections , pub-
lished in 1865, may be trusted) =

The Rev. James M. Mathews , soon,elected the first Chancellor
of the University, was an alumnus of Union College (A.B.1803) and
at this mgment pastor of the South Dutch Reformed Church. His
second wizﬁh'was Ann, daughter of John Hone, Mayor Phili
Hone's brother. P

Before the election of the Council, the leading spirits
among the subscribers had though much about the plans for
instruction; there had occurred to them the admirable idea
of getting the best advice available in America by inviting
to New York the most eminent teachers and scientists of the
United States for a public discussion of educational problems.
FPerhaps the idea originated with Dr. Mathews; in any case he
was the first to give expression to it at a meeting of the
Standing Committee in August, 1830.

The convention opened at the City Hall on October 20, 1830.
(Dr. Nott was unable to accept the invitation). Dr. Mathews
welcomed them (about 50 in number) in behalf of the new
University, the aims of which he ably expounded;.... pp.23=24

On January 31, 1831, Dr. ™athews was elected first Ghagcallar.
p-2

The inaugural ceremonies of New York University were held
at Clinton Hall on September 26, 1832.....cc0cvsssnssnsscs
The Chancellor's address was distinctly rhetorical in elab-
oration , but vague in details. He emphasized the the im-
portance of the Classics, but at the same time explained thet
the "practical spirit of the age" required a paﬁbicular
devotion to Mathematical and Physical Science. e was convinced
that a "smattering"of Physics led to infidelity; but that a
thorough study of it, such as the University would provide,
would confirm the tddths of divine revelation. The day would
soon come, he hoped, when the nation would view its institutions
of higher learning as nursies of strength, and i%e sanctuaries
for preservation from evil.

pp. 36-36
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The professors had, it seems, expected that Chancellor
Mathews would content himself with the general supervision
of University interests, and also, it was to be hoped, with
the increasing of the endowment; and that he would leave to
them the internal economy of the college, its curriculumand
discipline. If we may believe the professors, however, Dr.
Mathews continually interfered with their attempts at dis-
cipline, in order, they suspected, not to alienate those
who might be prospective donors; and, in particular, wished
for a commencement the first year for its advertising value.
The relations between the Chancellor and the faculty were
most unpleasant. pp 39=-40

The "second department," for graduate instruction, which
the first faculty had expected to organize, was surely in-
compatible with the very meager endowment achieved. Chan-
cellor Mathews and his friends, moreover, were in haste
to buy land and erect a building, in order that the city
mightisee the University. Already in September, 1832, the
Chandellor had selected a location; and on October 27, 1832, the
Council approved the choice. Ps 41

As early as March, 1835, the professors voted"the present
is an important crisis in the affairs of the University."
And referred to the existence of certain evils in the
administration of the University, especially the entire
uncertainty in the ménds of the faculty, if not of tle
Chancellor, as to the relation they held to each other.
The professors expressed the hope that, on all matters
connected with the internal affairs of the University,
the Chancellor would consult them before he submitted an
opinion to the council. It is clear that the new faculty
resented what iLthey felt to be dictatorial methods of the
Chancellor. pph5-46

In November, 1837, with the salaries of the regular
faculty unpaid for six months, the Council proceeded to
elect a new professor to the chair of Sacred Literature,
whose duties, as Chancellor Mathews presened them, were to
reconcile the new discoveries in “Yeology with the eternal
truths of divine revelation. p. 46

The professors insisted that the rents of those rooms in
the new building which the college did not use and which
were promised the professors by the Chancellor were used by
him to pay his own expenses to Albany, (condensed)

It was also charged that the Chancellor frequently suggested
to individual professors the great need for retrenchment;but his
method was to suggest that it would be ' wise to discharge
another professor bhan the one with whom he was conversing.

p/ 46
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In the last analysis, of course, the cause of the tragic
dissention was the failure of the Chancellor to complete the
endowment. Before the crash, early in 1837, he had collected only
about $89,0%D of the original pledge of 100,000 and every EERT
penny had been sunk in the building.

For some time, the Council had in desperation looked to
the State GCovernment for relief; and in February, 1838,
Chancellor Mathews, who had made a similar trip in vain the
year before, went in person to Albany to apPeal to the Legis-
lature. While in Albany the stfidm broke in lew York. The
faculty joined in a unamimous appeal to the Council to save
the University from ruin by removing from thé chancelloBship
a man "who had completely lust#he confidence of the community."

In the Council dissention appeared. On March 3, 1838, while
the Chancellor was still in kXkamy the lobby at Albany, voted
to appoint a Bursar, to collect all rents and tuitioh fees, and
to dishufe them only on written order of a Committee of Finance.
The measures were manifestly taken to remove from the Chancellor's
hands the financial control which he had unofficially exercised
since his appointment, pp.LO=47

The Chanceldor reported his success to the Council on May
3. 1838, in a long and eloquent EaE paean,of triumph, ending
with the words: "For myself I feel it my duty, here to erect
my Ebenezer, saying'Hitherto hath the Lord helped,' and
whether I lock back to the pastjof forward to the future, I feel
presuaded that in founding the'University, we have established
an institution which will continue to be a blessing to future
generations, long afet we shall have rendered up our account.”

On June $mxkx 5, 1838, the finance committee "were stupefied
the divergences between the rosy optifyism of the Chancellor's
renorts to the Council, and the black 1nailyreaﬂyty. " hone of
the treausrers had kept any systematic account. #uw A list of the
subscriptions pledged before June 1, 1833 was not kept. &
"But the greatest surprise was the discovery that the Chancellor's
repeated reports of the material prosperity of the College
were myths." p. 48

There was dissention in the Council and enough resigned to
give the Chancellor a safe majority. The purged Council
then proceeded to discipline the refactory professors. On
Aug. 30, 1838, the Council voted to reorganize the faculty,
in such a way that seven professors found themsleves without
duties or calaries. P- 49

Possibly he (the Chancellor) had been persuaded in June,
1838, at the timed of his request for a leave of absence, that
he should stay through the crisis, and then resign. On Feb. 9,
1839, in any case, he presented his resignation, again on the
plea of ill health; and two days later the Council accepted it.
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Mathews, Jumed BL b, in Salem, NT,, Mareh 18, 1785 ; T.0, 1803, Asaoe,

Hof. Sem., 1607, 1. Asanc, Ref. Preshyt., B.¥,, 1807 ; Assiainnt Prof, of Bib,
Lit: in Dr Magon's Bem. 1900-18, supplied Sonth Duceh, Goaeden St

N.Y.0L, 181118, pastor of South Duteh, 1813-40, Chaneeller of University, :
16310, ¥, e, 4. 1870.7 D.D. iﬁ« A ‘

CL4ASS OF 1803
JAVES M. MATTHEWS

Mr. latthews wee a native of Salem, being born here
March 18, 1785; a son of David ll. ani his wife, NMary
MeFarland. He wae the last child baptized by Rev.
Thomes Clark, De De, in Salem. His early education
wes received at Weashington Academy, and he was
greduated from Uniom College in 1805. He studied
for the ministry under Rev. James Proudfit, amd
ccncluded his studi es under Dr. Mason. He was licensed
to preach by the New York Fresbytery in 1807, and
afterwards ordained by the same. In 1811 and 1812
he supplied the pulpit of the South Reformed Church,
New York City, and in 1813 received a call from that
ehurch. He was the assistant of Dr. Mason in the
Theological Seminary from 1809 to 1818 and was
Chancellor of the University of New York from 1831
to 1839, 1He died in Hew York City, Jamary 28,1870.

During his lifetime he was a frequent visitor to
Salem, often preaching in the United Presbyterian
Church, and he at tended and delivered an address at
the Cenftemmial of the church in 1867.

FROM Salem Book (WL Y.) pe 76
== 1896
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Friends of Columbia had the Jjitters in 1830 and the
years immediately succeeding because another college,
called the University of the City of New York (later
N.Y,U.) was founded in that year by the liberal Living-
ston group. It was led by ex-Governor Morgan Lewis
and Edward Livingston., Three of the nine, Valentine
Mott, Hugh Maxwell, and John Delafield , were Columbia
alumni, Two others, Jonathan Mayhew Walnwrlight and
James I, Mathews, were Columbla trustees.

The promoters echoed what the Livingstons and other
Presbyterians had said at the founding of King's College.
Columbia, they said, in substance, was not democratic;
it was not giving the kind of education needed at the
time. This was the age of Jackson and liberal ideas
were sweeping the land., Education in New York, declared
the promoters, should be Mextending its benefits in
greater abundance and varliety than at present they are
enjoyed and thus make them available to larger numbers
of young persons." Columbia was harshly eritized for its
entrance requirements: Latin and Greek were demanded and
this cut off the possibility of higher education for large
numbers, "Columbia does not meet the literary wants of
the c¢ity. '»..It 18 only a preparatory school for the learned
professions," they sald. And furthermore, "Its president
must of necesgssity be selected from one particular denomina-
tion of Christians."

The movement might have wrecked Columbia if it had had
a better leader. The Reverend James M. Mathews, pastor of
the Garden Street Dutch Church, was highly resourceful in
making mistakes, When he was elected chancellor of the
new university strong opposition arose, and a number of
subseribers withdrew their pledges. Almost at once Dr.
Mathews involved himself and the institutions in complicated
finaneial difficultlies. A lot in Washington Square was
purchased for $40,000, and a building was sparted. After
paying out the §$82.530 thgt had been raised, Dr. Mathews
ran up a debt of $175,000. He accepted subseriptions for
scholarships and invested the money in the building. Lack
of funds meant no salaries. At the beginning of the second
year three professors resigned, and soon afterward four
others quit because they disliked not being peid. In the
third year Dr. Mathews dismissed seven more because he had
no money to pay them. Others he tried to hold by promises
that were not kept, which led to confusion and bitter re-
ecrimination. The impasse was not resolved until Dr. Mathews
resigned in 1837,

Columbia

Colossus on the Hudson  pp.69-70
Horace Coon

E.P.Dutton & Company, Inc.

llew York

1947.

ficslaEos mathews . J = pool?




Rev.James M.llatthews,D.Ds
Union College, Class of 1803

Dr.llatthews was the firet chancellor of New York University(founded
in 183%1). His liberal ideas had much to do with ghaping the course of
the university. He had among his friends in those d&ya DeWitt Clinton,
Stephen Van Rensselaer(founder of R.P.I.)3 Col.Henry Rutgers, alfter
whom Rutgers University was so-called, Albert Gallatin, digtingulshed
swiSi-Am-erican financier, and John Quincy Adams, our sixth president.
By his segond marriage tc Julla Hone, at whe time%fa foremost family in
wealth and standing in Manhattan, he.geined additfonal resources to aid
on.
thgrfﬁgziﬁsﬁi was born in 1785 at Salem, Washington Co.,and, after grad-
uation from the Associate Reformed Seminary in 1807, he merved the old
South Dutch Church in New York City during 1812 thro 1840, He was a real
nioneer in edueational 1ines while directing the university(1831-163¢).
It is interesting to note the scope of the planned curricula of Ir.Mati-

ews asg revealed in the records of the university. Briefly we may sum
them up as follows,-1. Suitable lines of training for boye who had fin-
ished the public schools.2. Branches of learning fir wilch Americans have
gone abroad. 3J. The Philosophy of educatlon. 4., A school for artists.

5. A school for medicine. 6. A school for law. 7. Insgtruetion in finarnce
and commerce, I. The application of science to 1life.©, Public Lectures.
10. Science and Religion harmonized. Proposed more than a century ago,
this graduste of 0ld Union reveals an amaszing foresight of future educa-
tional requirements that sound very much like the accepted principles

of a college education. Wel.PsDailey, 1664
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1803 JANES WMACFARLANE MATHEWS

Jamew Macfarlane liathews, first chancellor of the University of the City
of Yew Yaork (1831-39), was born at Salem, M. Y., March 18, 1785, His father
David ¥athews, csme to this country some time before the Revolution, and en-
listed at the commencement of the struggle for independence. The son dis-
played ®ery egqrly a taste for study, snd was fond of books, which fthct attract
ed the attention of his pastor, Dr. Proudfit, who encouraged him, and took
specizl interest in his progress. In the academy he was popular with his
teachers, and made such rapid.progress that he entered Union College in 1801,
two years in advance, graduating with a high reputation for scholarshipn. EHe
returned to the former, and under the judicious instruction and advice of Dr,
Proudfit, began studying for the ministry in the Seminary of Dr. John M.lesson
and was graduated in 1807, being ome of the first who passed through that re-
cently orgenized institution of the Associate Reformed Church. Dr. liason dis
covered in hies student special gqualifications for the work of instruction,
and at his solieitation young Mathews was, in 1803, called to the professora
ship of Biklieal literature, a position which he filled with marked ability
until he was called, in 1811, to take charge of the Bouth Reformed Dutch
Church, in Garden Street, in lNew York, which was at the time but a struggling
organlzation. In a very short time the church became one of great strength
and influence, owing to his careful ministrations. Dr. Mathews contimued in
the active duties of this ministry until 1840, when he was released from pas~
toral work, He wes one of nine gentlemen who met, Dec, 16, 1829, to consider
"the establishment of a university in the city of liew York on &z liberzl and
extensive scale." He took = prominent part in the founding of the university
and, ai the opening of the college in 1831, was chosen its first chancellor,
which position he held for hine years. His interest in its welfare, and the
sacrifices he made t6 promote its prosperity, are important points in its his
tory, and were warmly appreciated by his co-laborers in this grezst enterprise
Retiring in the year 1839 with a constitution very much broken by excessive
labor, Dr. lathews, took a much needed rest, Wut soon turned his attention to
preparing & course of lectures on "The Bible, and Men of Learning," and top=
ies which attracted his attention while chancellor, These were afterwards
delivered in various cities of the country vefore intelligent audiences, =znd
highly =sppreciated. They were subsequently published and widely circulated.
In addition, he prepared, in 1864, & volume of great interest, embodying his
recollections of eminent men and prominent events. He apent the later years
of his life in worke of general benevolence, interesting him chiefly in the
cause of education, and promoting the welfare of young men, especially the
medical students who came to the city to pursue their studies.He invited them
in numbers to the hospitality of his home, and gained their confidence, which
enabled him to befriend them with timely counsel. He was above the ordinary
height, of erect form and fine physical development, and possessed a coUnten-
ance of marked benevolence and intelligence., The bestowal of favors was &
great gratification to him, and he would make great sacrifices in order to

5 UCELOFB0Z mathewsJ 0614



James M, M=thews,
2.

asgist and oblige his friends. It was supposed by some that he was not eas-
1ly accessible, or friendly, but with those who knew him he mas a model of
kindness and amiability., He was gifted with rare conversational powers, and
in literary and social circles he was the centre of attraction, and often T
fascinated the company by nhis fund of information and timely anecdotes of
men and events. As a preacher, he ranked among the most acceptable and im-
pressive of his desy. Among the pulpii celebrities of New York in the early
part of the century, he held an honorable position, and maintained the re=
putation of being a solid, earnest, and powerful preacher. In 1819 Yale Col
lege conferred upon him the degree of D, D. After a lingering sickness, dur
ing which he preserved his wonted gentleness and serenity, he died Jan. 26,
1870, in New York city.

The N, ©, of 4, B.,, Vol., VI, Page 279.
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_Rosert B. PatToNn, Professor of the Greek Lan-
lguage and Literature.

" Rev. Joux Provprit, Professor of the Latin Lan-
cuage and Literature, ’

Cuances L. Parmanrtier, Profezsor of the French
Language and Literature,

lLorexzo L. Da Poxta, Professor of the Tialian
Languare and Literature.

Micver Casnera pE Nevares, Professor of the
Spanish Language and Literature.

Cranrces RaBapax, associate Professor of do.

Rev. Wittiam Erisexvevrscn, Professor of the
Gernnan Language and Literature.,

Rev. Grorce Busn, Professor of Hebrew and Ori-
ental Languagesand Literature.

Rev. Cuartes W. Hacxrey, Profeszor of Mathe-~
matics.

Wituian A. Nonroxs, Acting Professor of Nawral
Philosophy and Astronomy.

Lewis C. Beck, M, D. Professor of Chemistry and
Botany.

L. ). Gatg, M. D, Professor of Geology and Min-
eralogy,

The University is furnished with an apparatus of
uncommon excellence and variety, which iz, we b=
licve, surpassed by none in the country, The libra-
ryv has been commenced on a seale cominensurate
with the other departments of the institution, and has
of late been enriched by several valuable donanons,
Among these is a collection of books recently pre-
‘sented by the King of England, embracing many
rare and valuable works. :
1t now occupies the building represented in the
foregoing plate, which iz esteemed one of the finest
specimens of architecture in our country ; and is =it-
nated between Washingion-place and Waverly-place,
frontine Washington Square towards the west.  The
building i= one hundred feet wide, and cne hundred

and eighty feet long; forming a noble ornament to
the square on which it fronts, being built of markle,
and exhibiting a specimen of the English collegiate
style of architecture. It furnishes Class or Lecture
roomz sufficient o accomodate conveniently from
one thonsand to pwelve hundred students; magjudgu
ing from the progress of the Institution hitherto, it
may not be long before that number is found within
its walls.
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Five years out of college and

deep in a rut

“What hope is there for me?”’ he asked

E gradoated in 1012

A From one of the best of

New England’s colleges, and

found a job in a big Eastern
business,

For a year or two things
seemed to go very well; he
moved from one subordi-
nate job Lo anolher ot nom-
inal advances in salary.
Then soddenly progress
stopped.  After being out of
rallege five years he lost his
self-confidence, lost his en-
thusiasm, almost lost his
hiope.

One day by chance he was
introduced to a representn-
tive of the Alexander Ham-
ilton Institute. The Insti-
tute man has shared the
confidences and perplexities
of thousunds of business
men, and almost uncon-
sciously the younger man
began explaining his prob-
lem. The result of that con-
ference is hest set forth in
the letter which the young
man wrobe two years later,

“My sell-confidence in-
creased 3 my earning
power doubled.*

“It is now two years since
I enrolled with the Alexun-

Camadinn Addeenn, 3% 1. Hoilding, Termnto; Anddrolinn: A ddress,

der Hamilton Institute; I
call it the best decision |
ever made. Next to that is
the decision to leave the
corporntion where 1 had
allowed myself to become
merely ncog in the machine,
My zelf-canfidence and cour-
ape hnve ineressed infinite-
Iy, and incidentully my rate
of pay in the period of one
year has nearly doubled.
For the first time since I left
college I feel that I am
equipped to make real prog-
ress in business. To the
Institute is due most of the
credit.”

The Alexander Hamilton
Institute was founded by a
group of business leaders
who realized thal modern
husiness tends to produce
specialists, hut is not de-
veloping execulbives.

One Course—
One Product

The Institute has but one
Course; its purpose is to give
men, in- reading and specific
training by the “case svetom,"
the allround  knowledge of
every department of business
that comes ordinarily only by
slow progress thea cach depart-
ment in detail.

Year by vear the Alexander
Hamilton Institute has become
more and more widely accepted
s the cirbstanding post-gradu-
nte training in practical busi-
ness.

3570, were university
graduntes
Altogether more than 357
af the men who enmlled with
the Institute have been gradu-
ates of Amwerican universities
and colleges.

“Forging Ahead in
Business""

For the sake of creating a
wider knowledge of the Insti-
tute pmnng college men—hath
Jllll[l[n.ﬁ':'rﬁ amd l*1r:p|n:-"=-~|—'ﬂ-‘t'
have set aside severnl thotsand
copies of “Forging Ahead in
Business,” a [18-page book
that tells in detail what the
Institute &5 and does.

We should like to place =
copy in the hands of each
render of this publication; the
coupon below will bring your
copy immediately upon receipt
of your mrldress,

Alexnnder Hamilton Institute
681 Asiar Place, New Yark City

Send nw “Forging Abead in
Husisioew™ whieh [ toay keep
without obligation,

N.r"!. B e s
Fring hera

il ryiimn

Adromn ... oo e r———s
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ORIGINAL

AND

SELECTED MISCELLANY.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK.

THE plan for establizhine this Institution was adﬂg -
ed by a number of our iutellicent citizens in 18 1,
and in the same year, a charter was obtained from
the legislature of thisstate. The interest which the
public take in itz welfare may be inferred not only
from the amount of funds already contributed to-
wards its endowment, but also from the number of
students who have resorted to i1, ever since it wag
opened. It embracez not enly a full and complete
system of what is ordinarily térmned college educa-
tion, but from its beginning it has also superadded
amnple means for instruction in the arts and sciences
more innnediately conmeeted with the practical pur-
poses of life, and with thoze accomplishments which
tend to embellish it. Classes have accordingly been
[ormed in the Greck and Latin languages, in Math-
ematies. and Natural Philosophy, in Chemistry and
Botany, in Minceral oy aud Geolosy, in Enclish Lit-
erature and Belles Letires, in Intellectual and Moral
Philosophy; and alzo in most of the modern as well
as in the Hebrew and Oriental languages; in Sacred
Literature, in Civil Engincering, in the Literature of
the Arts of Design; and within the last fow months,
measures have heen taken to oreanize a Law Faculty.
The Hon. Benjamin F. Butler, Attorney General of
the United States, is chosen prineipal Professor, and
is expected to enter upon his duties carlyin 1837. The
other officers of the Institution, the most of whom
havebeen connected withit from its comtiicncement,
are as follows :
-~ Rev, James M. Maruews, D. D., Chancellor.
Davip B. Doveras, Professor of Civil Engineecr-
ing and Architecture, o e
S. F. B. Morsg, Professor of the Literature of the
Arts of Desien.
: Rev. H. B! TarrexN, Professor of Intellectual and
Moral Philosophy and Belles Lettres.
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MATHEWS The First CHANCELLOR

He Opened New York Universicy With a Programme Full of
Innovations— Present Strength of Our Schools and Colleges to be
Found in the Purpose of the Founders Expressed at the Beginning

By HALOLD deWOLF FULLER, Ph. D.

( This ir the sixth of a series of Historical Skeiches about New York Universily).

Throuah the couriesy of Mr. Frederick Delane Weekes, whose
father;, John Abeel Weeks, graduated from New York University
i the class of 1839, the Alwnus 15 enabled o refprint the following
perses, which were read ot a dinner given to members of that
elazs by Johm Tayler Johnston af his heme on North Washingion
Square to celebrate their twenbtieth ommiversary.  The auther,
Edward Hopper, punned hiz way around the class; the following
are ercelfent somples:

Friend B, F, Stead is steady vet,
And Champlain does not stagger ;
Calm Liebenan the world can't fret,

And Beers eschews all lager.

Oor Weeks has gone through months and vears,
The same ald sober deacon,

And to this day no “humbug” [ears,
“Wo humbog " is his beaeon,

Jush Foster, who was fiever mun,
Whose ears no word could skip;
Tall JTosh is now hoth deaf and dumb

In his professorship,

Dick Bull, like Irving's Ichabod,
{ The little urchins, dro't 'em!)
[nproves the nob of many a squith
By hammering at his bottom,

(3f Bulkley, Brown, Hoyt, Cox, Magie,
Reid, Patton, Ganse and White,

Horn Hughson, Smith and Temmy T.
{Where's Tommy?) need [ write?

(One other chap, whose house today
We chaps take pride 1o enter,
A “Central” chap, like Sol, alway
Stands in our midst the centre!

Attractions his are heavy on
The stomach of a sinner;

We love vou much, beloved Johnl
And don't we like your dinner!!]

INS'J.‘RUC'[‘IDN at New York University bepan in the
autumn of 1832, a5 stated before, in Clinton Hall at
the southwest corner of Beekman and Nassan Streets.
The inauguration of the Chancellor and instructors took
place on September 26, Though the Hall, in the words of
the daily press, “was easily thronge dio overflowing
with an audience of the first respectability,” the occasion
was somewhat sombre, owing to an epidemic of cholera.
In the citv of New York alone five thousand and fifty-
seven persons had died since the firstof July.

The Rey. Dr. Milnor, of St, George's Church, a mem-
ber of the University Couneil, inducted Chanecellor and
Faculty into office. An important announcement by Dr.

Milnor staied that the University would be prepared to
furnish those who did not wish te pursue a full academic
course with the means of receiving instruction in such
beanches of science and literature as they desired to
cultivate,

This was a very progressive policy and one

which, in its modern developments, furnishes the public
today with & rich array of opportunities. i

The first Chancellor, also a member of the Couneil,
was the Rev. James M. Mathews, D. D. He was born in
1785 o a farm in Salem, Washington County, New York.
He was graduated from Union College in 1803 and four
vears later from the Theological Seminary of the Asso-
ciate Reform Church, in which institution he was Assis-
tant Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Biblieal Lit-
erature for nine years. After 1812 he held the pastorate
of the South Dutch Reformed Church in Garden Street
{ Exchange Place) until 1836, On account of the great
fire in that year Dir. Mathews found a new home for hus
parishioners at Washington Square—a fact which probably
aceounted for the choice of the northeast corner of the
Square as the site for the new University building (1833).

By his second marriage, to Julia Hone, Dr. Mathews
became linked to a family which at that time was fore-
most in wealth and social standing. He had a wide ac-
quaintance with the leaders of his day. He knew De
Witt Clinton well, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Colonel
Henry Rutgers, and belonged to a small cirele, including
Albert Gallatin, that usually entertained John CQuincy
Adams when he passed through New York.

Tt was in a company of his literary friends that the idea
of a new kind of University was broached. In his mem-
nirs he has told the various objects that were had in mind:
(1) lines of suitable training for boys who had com-
pleted merely the public and eommmon schools, with scholar-
ships to be founded for this class of candidates; (2) higher
branches of learning for which Americans had heen com-
pelled to go abroad; (3) the Philosophy of Education,
i, €. the listory and science of teaching—a new depart-
ure; (4) a school for artists; (5) Medicine; (6) Law;
(7)) a school of Commerce and Finance—anotheér great
imnavation; (8) the applications of science to all the great
pursuits of life; (9) public lectures; (10) harmony of
science and religion,

This was an enlighténed programme. How “radical”
it was may be appreciated hy a glance at the curricula of
other institutions, which in the wvast majority of cases
limited their instruction.to preparation for the learned
professions, mainly the ministry. Item 8, in particular,
spunds highly modern. It iz that line of attack which
has won for universities of our own time the great esteem
of the general public, Fortunately the first Chancellor was
present at the conception of the new ideas. Otherwise he
might easily have diverted New York University from
the path intended, and the course of the institution today
would be very different from what it is. Tts present
strength is to be sought, not least, in the purposes of the
founders,

Dr. Mathews stepped down rather precipitately from
the Chancellorship in 1839, owing to the financial diffi-
culties in which the University found itself at that early
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day, and until his death, in 1870, lived as a private gentle-
man in New York.

The first Faculty included men who were soon to at-
tain great distinction in their various specialties:

The Rev, Edward B. Robinson was destined to become
the forempst seriptural antiquarian in America.

The Rev. Henry P. Tappan, Professor of Intellectual
and Moral Philosophy, was later elected the first presi-
dent of the University of Michigan,

John Torrey, though a doctor of medicine, had found
his main interest in other studies. For some years he had
taught Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Geology at West
Point. At the new University he taught Chemistry and
Botany, and in the latter subject obtained a national
reputation,

Henry Vethake, Professor of Mathematics and As-
tronomy, had been on the faculties of Queen's College
(Rutgers) and Princeton. At the educational convention
of 1830 1t was he who first sounded a WArning as regards
the tendency to make the study of the Greek and Latin
the be-all and end-all of higher education. In later Years
he was chosen Provost of the University of Pennsylvania.

Major D. B, Douglass, A. M., Professor of Natural

Philosophy, Architecture, and Civil Engineering, had been
active in the eonstruction of the Morris Canal in New
Jersey. He was consultant in the desipning of the Uni-
versity building at Washington Square and he laid out the
general plan of Greenwood, where later he was buried,
~ Samuel F. B. Morse, abaut whose work more will be said
later, gave at the University the first course in the History
of Art offered in this country., His portrait of Lalayette
15 still to be seen at the City Hall,

In the case of such subjects as Art, German, French,
Spanish, Engineering, the instructors were merely authar-
ized to collect fees from such students as presented them-
selves. The studies were optional. The following popular
lectures were projected : on History, by Vethake ;: on Moral
Philosophy, by the Rev. Dr, Samuel H. Cox, father of
Bishop Cleveland Coxe; on the History of Commerce,
Agriculture, and the Mechanic Arts, by Dr. Francis Lieber,
one of the representatives at the Convention of 1830 on
Physical Astronemy, by Major Douglass: and on Chem-
istry, by Dr. Johin Torrey. Thus, at the very start it was
the hope of the authorities to put the University at the
disposal of the general public.

{Copyrighe ot by the Alusni Federstion of New Tork Univernity)

EXPANSION Of MUSIC Instruction

By ALBERT STOESSEL, A. M.

(Professor of Music at New Tork Universicy)

"' HE response on the part of students of the Univer-

sity to the courses offered in 1923-1924, was definite
enough to warrant including a most comprehensive ex-
pansion of activities in the plans for the following aca-
demic year.

Of prime importance in the departmental development
was the inauguration in Washington Sguare College of a
fm:rl—_',ru:u' course leading to the degree of hachelor of
music,

The purpose of this course is to enable students to plir-
sue the required technical studies of musical art in com-
bination with such subjects as are necessary in the attain-
ment of the broadest culture. The New York State edu-
cational authorities, in spite of a disinclination toward
special degrees, promptly gave this new degree their offi-
cial sanction,

NEw Courses 1n Wasnincron Sovane CoLLEGE

The course leading to the degree of bachelor of music
necessitated the establishing of a number of new music
courses in Washington Square College. Including the
courses offered during the previous year, the courses
given during 1924-1925 at Washington Square College and
the total number of registered students were as follows

STUNENTS

L The Understanding and Appreciation  of
2. The Viénnese Period and the Era of Foo

ToETHE - MBEIE e T e if
J.  Elementary Harmony znd Counterpoint, 2
4. Advanced Harmony and Counterpoint . fi
5. Musical Form and Analysis ... &
6. Instrumentation R R Sy 10
7. Theory and Practice of Conducting. 10
8. Sight Singing (Solfeggio) ..oeiiviis 12
9. Orchestral Playing and Ensemble .. 5
10; Organ 1

Courses 15 Music Givew aT tue CoLLEGE oF ARTS
AND PURE Science

, STUDENTS
1. Appreciation and Undetstanding of Music ... 7
R KT T T e o

e T o e M S f i 1
The total number of students registered in the various
music courses during the year 1924-1925 was 171, an in-
crease of 100 over the 71 registered students in 1923-1924.
All musical instruction in music during 1924-1925 was
given by Professor Albert Stoessel, and the newly ap-
pointed instructors Mr. Charles Haubiel and Mr. Hugh
Porter, Mr. Philip James, who was instructor the pre-
vious year, resigned his position to become prganist at
St. Mark's on the Bowery.
CoNCERTS
In addition to the regular courses of instruction, the
music department arranged a series of seven concerts
given at the auditorium in the Washington Square build-
ing and in Town Hall on West 43rd Street,
The programs of these concerts were as follows :
String Cluartets of Haydn
String Quartets of Mozart
String Qunartets of Beethoven
Piano Recital by Mr. Charles Haubicl
Concert by the Washington Square College String
Orchestra
Concert by the American Orchestral Society
Mr. Chalmers Clifton, Conducting
Mr. Nathan Berkovitz, Soloist
7. Concert by the American Orchestral Society
Mr. Chalmers Clifton, Conducting
Miss Bianca del Vecchio, Piano Soloist
Mr, Boris Saslawsky., Barftone Soloist
The American Orchestral Society concerts were given
by full Symphony orchestra and were made possible by
the generosity of Mrs, E. H. Harriman and a New York
{Continued on Page 12)
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Rev. James M. Mathews, D.D. Unlon dollege, Glesa VR8I

J.M.Mathews was born in Salem,}.Y (Washington Co.) March 18.1785. le
antered Union from Salem and his last residence waa in H.Y.City, vwhere
he died in 1870. He was a member of the Phi Beta Kappe.

He graduated from the neformed Seminary (Associate) in 1807, and was
1icensed to proach by the Assoclate Reformed Presbytery of N.¥. in 1807,
From 1809 thro 1818 he wus the Assiatant Prof. of piblicel Literature in
the Seminary of Dr.Masom, a N.Y.OLtY private Theo. Lohool where 8 100
young men were sducated for the ministrye.

nr.Mathews ranked among the most sccepbable and impressive preachers of
his day. He took a prominent part in the rounding of the University of
New Lok, and was ite firat chancellor. He wap in public 1ife for more
than eixty years. Among his works were,-"The Rellglous Influence of Moth-
era", "The Adorable sayiour's "Critical Perlods in the Sinner's 1A2a", +
all three being found in the "Natlonal Preacher"(183€6). Also "What 1s
vour Life", and s sermon "The LOsS of tie Lexington"(184c). He also wrote
frhe Bible end Meu of. Learning"(302pni1fss), "ihe Pible and Civil Govern=
sment" (268 pp 1858), and "FPLTLY Years in Hew York"(1858). In "Sprague's
Annala" ne wrote hiograpiical sketches on Rav.Jhrigtian Bork, Rev.J.Ms
Hraaferd nev.Alexander Gunn, fev.Wn.Melurray and The Rev. Pascal N«
SLTONg Well.P.Deiley-Union 1884~
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THE IDEA OF NEW YORK
UNIVERSITY

Two objects are in contemplation. One is to elevate the standard
of learning, to complete the studies commenced in the colleges, to
embrace in the plan of education those branches which may not be
included in that of the existing seminaries of learning; in a word,
to assimilate the University to the most celebrated establishments
abroad which are designated by that name. The other is to diffuse
knowledge and to render it more accessible to the community at

large.
—ALBERT GALLATIN in the Convention of 1830
DUCATION at once high and broad was clearly the two-
fold aim of those associated with the founding of New York
University. The desire “to elevate the standard of learn-
ing” was no strange or new aspiration; for a decade the
current criticism of American colleges had been their lack
of opportunity for the pursuance of advanced studies, a criticism ema-
nating often from those who had taken graduate work in foreign uni-
versities, especially the German universities.

But the other object, “to diffuse knowledge and to render it more
accessible to the community at large,” was but little short of revolu-
tionary. The nine distinguished Founders were not unmindful of the
radical nature of this part of their proposal; to its support they mar-
shaled their strong arguments, arguments clearly and eloquently set
forth in the first formal statement of their purposes, the “Considera-
tions upon the Expediency and Needs of Establishing a University in
the City of New York."”

This pamphlet, sent to leading citizens of the City in 1830, boldly
advanced the following contentions: that the conventional colleges

THE FIRST UNIVERSITY BUILDING ON WASHINGTON S5QUARE
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and universities of the day were “the places of education for a privi-
leged class”; that although current college training was indeed neces-
sary to “respectability” in the learned professions, the time and the
place also required a “different kind of institution . . . one so conducted
that not only the young man designed to be a lawyer, physician, or
clergyman may there carry on the preparatory discipline in language,
philosophy, and mathematics . . . but one, also, in which young per-
sons designed to be merchants, mechanics, farmers, manufacturers,
architects, civil engineers . . . may resort with equal privileges and
equal advantages, and pursue those studies respectively which will aid
them in their future occupations”; that the proposed university, fur-
thermore, should be open to those students who wished to pursue
studies only for a year or even for a single session; finally, that such
truly popular instruction could best be given not in the seclusion of
cloistered halls but in the throbbing heart of a great city,

How striking a fulfillment of the ideas of the Founders was the Uni-
versity the end of its first century, a distinguished historian pointed
out in the centennial commencement address in 1gg2: “. . . . if
you seek a monument for that first President of your Council,” de-
clared Dr. Robert McElroy, “look about you at this great democratic
University, with its 40,665 minds, not chanced but chosen. Look at its
two centers of liberal arts: the one on the original site at Washington
Square, the other the lovely campus of University College, in the
Bronx; and lying between, at such points as the strategy of its intel-
lectual campaign has designated, buildings and faculties and twelve
divisions, devoted to ‘all that the world is thinking about,’ to quote the
expansive phrase of your present distinguished Chancellor, and domi-
nated by the scientific spirit which, as your Chancellor again says,
‘secks light from all sources.” "

Who were the men responsible for this idea of a university that was
to be different and what were the circumstances of its actual establish-
ment? The first recorded meetings show a nucleus of nine men—two
merchants, a banker, a mineralogist, two physicians, a lawyer, and two

CLINTON HALL, THE FIRST HOME OF THE UNIVERSITY

ministers—all leading citizens of New York in their day, who may be
regarded as the Founders of New York University:
REv. J. M. MaTHews, A.B., Union College, 1803
REv. . M. WainwricHT, A.B., Harvard, 1812
Dr. Joun AvcusTiNgE SMITH, A.B., William and Mary, 1780
Dr. VaLEnTINE MoTT, Columbia Medical School, 1806
Hucn MaxweLr, A.B., Columbia, 1808
Jonn DevaFieLp, A.B., Columbia, 1802
Josern DevarieLn, A.B., Yale, 1818
MYNDERT VAN SCHAICK, merchant
Isaac 5. HonE, merchant
At a public meeting on January 6, 1830, the nine Founders gained
a strong addition in General Morgan Lewis, graduate of Princeton,
who became one of the chief movers for the foundation of the Univer-
sity and was elected the second President of its Council. As a result
of this meeting, the memorable pamphlet of “Considerations” was
addressed to the citizens and appealed for their support.
Six months later, in July, 1830, the announcement was made that
“more than one hundred thousand dollars have been subscribed or
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CITY HALL

THE CONVENTION OF 1830
MET IN THE “COMMON
COUNCIL CHAMBER"™ OF
CITY HALL ON OCTOBER =0

COUNGIL CHAMBER
secured to the objects of the Institution.” Those who had subscribed
funds were made shareholders with voting privileges. On October 13,
1850, they elected the first Council of New York University. Among
the members was Albert Gallatin, graduate of the University of
Geneva, Secretary of the Treasury under Thomas Jefferson, president
of the National Bank of New York. On October 18, 1830, Gallatin
was elected chairman of the first Council of New York University.

With the funds raised and with the organization completed, the
newly elected Council turned to the practical task of opening the Uni-

THE PHOTOGRAPH WHICH
DR. DRAPER TOOK OF HIS
SISTER—THE FIRST TAKEN
OF THE HUMAN FACE BY

THE LIGHT OF THE 5UN

MI55 DOROTHY CATHERINE
DRAPER

DR. JOHN W. DRAPER

versity. They faced immediately the necessity of formulating plans for
the organization of instruction, of determining just how the idea of a
University created on a "liberal and extensive foundation” could be
materialized. To assist them, they called a conference in New York of
the most eminent teachers and scientists of the United States for a
public discussion of educational problems.

On October 20, the Educational Convention of 1850 opened in the
Common Council Chamber of the New York City Hall. In addition
to the members of the Council, about fifty men were in attendance.
Among them were Edward Livingston of New Orleans, soon to be-

Al
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come Jackson's Secretary of State; S. R. Betts, judge of the Federal
District Court in New York City; Professors Hodge and Patton of
Princeton; Silliman and Henry E. Dwight of Yale; Theodore Dwight
Woolsey, later president of Yale; Thomas H. Gallaudet; Francis
Lieber; and Jared Sparks, later president of Harvard.

Following the convention, the main lines of the organization of the
University were established. It was to be known as the University of
the City of New York.* The Council elected by the shareholders was
given supreme control, with power to elect as their chief executive
officer a Chancellor, for a term of four years, but reéligible. Adoption
of statutes and frst election of ofhicers took place on January g1, 1831,
Gallatin was elected President of the Council. General Lewis was made
Vice President, John Delafield, Secretary, and Dr. J. M. Mathews, the
pastor of the South Dutch Reformed Church, was elected the first
Chancellor.

The legislature of the State was immediately petitioned to incor-
porate the University along the lines previously determined and on
April 21, 1831, the charter was granted. Arrangements for the opening
of the new institution proceeded apace, although the inaugural cere-
mony did not take place until September 26, 1832. October, 1832,
found 108 matriculants in the new University. These aspirants for a
higher education sat under a distinguished faculty which included:

Joun TorrEy, professor of chemistry, mineralogy, and botany,
teacher of Asa Gray, author of two volumes on the Flora of the
State of New York

Davip B. DoucLass, professor of natural philosophy, architec-
ture, and civil engineering, graduate of Yale, formerly professor
at West Point, later president of Kenyon College

Henry VETHAKE, professor of mathematics and astronomy,
graduate of Columbia, formerly teacher at Princeton and Dick-
inson, later provost of the University of Pennsylvania

* The name was changed to New York University In 18g0.
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THE BUST OF SAMUEL FINLEY BREESE MORSE IN THE HALL OF FAME

THE ROOM FROM WHICH THE FIRST TELEGRAM WAS SENT
THE FIRST TELEGRAM

ucsLadisoEmathews _ 00033




THE REVEREND
JAMES M, MATHEWS

THE REVEREND
J- M. WAINWRIGHT

THE HONORABLE ALBERT GALLATIN

THE SIGNERS OF THE CALL

TO THE CONVENTION OF 1830
WERE THE REVEREND JAMES

M, MATHEWS, THE HONORABLE
ALBERT GALLATIN, THE
REVEREND J. M. WAINWRIGHT,
AND MR. JOHN DELAFIELD

0.

Henry P. Tarran, professor of philosophy and belle-letires,
graduate of Union, later in 1852 the first president of the
University of Michigan

Although classes began and were continued until 1855 in the build-
ing known as Clinton Hall, at the corner of Beekman and Nassau
Streets, the ambitious and zealous Chancellor Mathews did not wait
for instruction to begin to select a site for the University’s own build-
ing. On October 24, 1832, New York University purchased for forty
thousand dollars the ground opposite the northeast corner of Wash-
ington Square.

Chancellor Mathews was determined the city should see the Uni-
versity and after the purchase of the plot plans were prepared for the
erection thereon of the University’s first building. Construction began
in 1849 and the University was able to move into its own quarters in
the autumn of 1835, although the building was not completed and
dedicated until 18g75. It was four stories high and for two generations
Washington Square was beautified by its crenelated towers. It con-
tained fifty-nine rooms, exclusive of two chapels. The great chapel—
modeled after King's College Chapel, Cambridge, and described in
William’s Annual Register for 1836 as “in the pointed style of the
Tudor age, furnishing, probably, the only specimen of a fine Gothick
interior in the country”—was the particular project of Chancellor
Mathews.

EARLY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ART
AND SCIENCE

LTHOUGH the old Gothic building at Washington
Square never witnessed the realization of the Founders'
plan for a broader form of University education, it was the
scene of some notable contributions to art, science, and
industry. The very fact that its student body was never

large enough to make full use of the space made it possible for the
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building to become an important art center. The surplus rooms had
to be rented to desirable tenants, and somehow they became the
favored habitation of artists and men of artistic bent, not a few of
whom were justly renowned.

The most plausible explanation of this fact lies in the early presence ]
here of Samuel F. B. Morse, who had been appointed professor of the
literature of the arts of design at the beginning of the first term in
1852. Morse was already a painter of distinction before he achieved
fame as an inventor. He took rooms in the building even before it
was completed.

If the early curriculum of New York University did not fulfill the
aims of its Founders in meeting the practical needs of men, the specific
contributions of two of its professors, nevertheless, did write 1ts name
high in the annals of science and industry. For during the year 1837 in
a room of the old building at Washington Square, Professor Samuel
F. B. Morse perfected the recording telegraph; and in 1840 on the
roof of the building, Professor John W. Draper, giving practical use-
fulness to the principles of Daguerre, was the first to photograph the
human face by the light of the sun.

Samuel Finley Breese Morse, native of Massachusetts, graduate of )
Yale in 1810, was a member of the University’s first faculty and held
the chair to which he was appointed until his death in 1872, On the |
very day of his appointment in 1832, he embarked from Havre for
home after a two-year stay in Europe. It was on his homeward voyage
that he made to a companion the remark, “If the presence of electricity
can be made visible on any part of the circuit. I see no reason why in-
telligence may not be transmitted instantaneously by electricity.” The
thought struck fire in him, and the next five years marked his labors
on his great invention. In 1837 he exhibited the telegraph to a pro-
fessor in the University building. On January 24, 1838, in a public
test in the University was sent the noted dispatch,

Attention, the Universe!
By Kingdoms, Right Wheel!
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