1798 JOBHUA TFORMAN

Joshua Forman, founder of the city of Syracuse, was
born at Pleasant Valley, Dutchess co., N.Y., Sept. 6, 1777,
son of Joseph and Hannah Forman. 7Young Joshua having dis-
played a strong tendency to study, received a good preliminary
education, and in 1793, entered Union College, in Schenectady,
where he was graduated with honor, On leaving college he began
to study law in an office in Poughkeepsie for two years, when
he estahlished himeelf in the city of New York, and completed
his law studies in the office of Samuel Miles Hopkins, Soon
after his admission to the bar, he was married to Margaret,
daughter of Boyd Alexander, M,P, for Glasgow, Scotland. In the
year 1800 Mr, Forman settled in Onondaga Hollow, where he began
the practice of law, in which he was uniformly succesaful,
becoming popular throughout the county. In 1807 Mr. Forman was
elected to the legzislature, where he became prominent as the
projector of the Erie Canal, In 1813 he was appointed judge of
the Onondaga county common pleas court, a position which he held,
with dignity and credit to himself for the next ten years. In
the meantime he had, in 1807, erected the first grist-mill on
the Oswego river, this resulting in facilitating the settlement
of that section of the state. 1In 1808 he founded the celebrated
Plaster Co, &t Camillus.. In 1821 Judge Forman succeeded in
obtaining the passage of a law, in pursuance of which Onondaga
Lake was lowered zsbout two feet, by which means the marshes in
the neighborhood were drained, and the surrounding lands improved.
In 1822 he began salt manufacture in which he introduced the
making of solar salt, Judge Forman was practically the founder
of Byracuse, In 1818 he laid out the city of Syracuse, and re-
moved there in the following year, remaining until he had laid
the foundation for a flourishing town. In 1826 he removed to a
point near Wew Brunswick, N.J., where he opened and worked a
copper mine., Soon after he was summoned by Gov. Martin Van Buren
to Albany, to draw up the safety fund act, which had become
necessary, for the purpose of regulating the banking system of
the state, at this time emceedingly defective. In 1829, in
company with others, Judge Forman bhought from the state of North
Carolina land in Rutherfordton, N.C., and in adjoining counties,
and took up his residence at the village of Rutherfordton, where
he made great improvements. He died at this village, Aug. 4,
1848, his remains being removed to Oakwood cemetery, Syracuse,
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fnauguration of Gov. MeIntire, Ex-Gov. Waite con- In 1807 Mr. Forman was elected to the leglslature,
i gl to reside in Denver, and is now engaged where he became prominent as the projeetor of the

 lecturing. He was married in 1851, to Frances
., daughter of Robert Russell, Russslburg, Pa.
" They had three children. After the death of his wife,
which ccourred Now, 7, 1830, he was married, Jan,

%1%&. to her cousin, Mrs. Celin Maltby, and they

o “have one son, Frank H, Waile,
i McINTIRE, Albert Washington, sixtecnth
; ernor of Clolorado (1805—), was born in Pitts-
ﬁg};l“n., Jan. 15, 1853, son of Joseph Philips
“and Isabelln A. { Wills) MeIntice,  His grandfather,
Phomas McIntire, wos born in Wilmington, Del.,
d with hig brothers wasengaged in the transporta-
tion business in Maryluind,
Their property was destroved
at the time the Britiah burned
Washington, while lie wis serv-
ing as an officer of volunteers
during the war of 1812, His
nmm'mal_gmudfathﬁrl.lrﬂsslllte.-.t
attorney in Pennsylvania, Both
his paternal great-grand fathers
fought as patriotsin the war of
the American revolution, His
first American paterual ances-
tor came from Ayreshire, Scot.
land, about 1745, Hiz maternal
ancestors came from  Belfast,
Ireland, in 1780, and from Eng-
land earlier, He prepared for
eollere st Newell's Tustitute in
FPittsburgh, entered Yale in
1569, was duated in 1578
in the mcademic department,
& and in the law school in 1875, being admittod to
: ?Eua bar the same year. He practiced law in Pitts.
_iburgh until December, 1876, when he removed 1o
. Denver, Col. In 1880 he located fu San Luid Val.
ey, where he established a stock ranch, which now
- eomnprises 4,000 acres of rich land, stocked with a
. ge herd of high-grade cattle, In 1853 ha was
3 nimously elec vr:u::unu{L Lud% of Conejos
¢ county, being named by both the Demoeratic and
" Republivan parties, and held the position for thres
“¥ears.  He refused re-election, and continusd in the
yractice of law until 1881, when he was appointed
- by Gov. Routt, judge of the twelfth judicial distriet.
; ﬁ;!n September, 1504, he was named by acclamation
| & the Republican candidate for governor of @nlo-
- rado, and was elected by 18,703 plarality, over
- Bov, Waite, He was married July 16, 1873, to
~ Florence, daughter of Willism Sydney Johnson of
“New York city. Gov. Melntire is an accomplished
o dinguist, reading or speaking Glerman, Spanish,
ek ch, Latin, and Greek. His studies have alzo
. been in the direction of science, and his library con-
~ ‘ains the latest standard scientific works,

* FORMAN, Joshua, founderof the city of Sym-
. euse, was born at Pleasant Valley, Dutchess co., N,
v Bept. 8, 1777, son of Joseph and Hannah For-
. Young Joshua having displayed a strong ten-
v to study, received a %oai preliminary ednca-

oo, and in 1704, entersd Union L‘q.ﬂleg;le. n Sche-
Beetady, where be was gradusted with honor.  On
¥ing college he began to m]&i law in an offiee in

rhkespsie for two yesrs, when he established

f in the eity of New York, and completed his
studies o the office of Samuel Miles Hopkina,
on after his admission to the bar, he was married
b Margaret, daughter of Boyd Alexander, M. P,
for Glasgow, Seotland, In the year 1800 Mr. For-
gettled in Onondaga Hollow, where he began
practice of law, In which he was uniformly suc-
I, becoming populsr throughout the county.

Erie Canal, In 1813 he was appoioted judge of the
Onondaga county common pleas court, a position
which he held, with digoity and credit (o himself,
for the next ten years.  [n the meantime he had, in
1807, erected the first grist-mill on the Oswego river,
this resulting in facilitating the settlement of that
section of the state, In 1 he founded the cele
brated Plaster Co, st Camillus, In 1831 Judge
Forman succesded in obtaining the passageof a law,
in purstance of which Onondagn Lake wos lowered
ahont two feet, by which means the marshes in the
neiohborhood were drained, and the surrounding
landsimproved. In lvﬁi:lhubl;'gan salt manufacture, in
which he introduced the making of solar st Judfu
Forman was practically the founder of Sy racuse.  In
1818 Le laid out the city of Syracuse, and removed
there in the following year, remaining until be had
Inid the foundation EJFE flotirishing town. In 1826
he removed toa point near New Brunswick, N, 1.,
where he opened and worked & copper mine, Boon
after he was summoned by Gov. Martin Van Buren
to Albany, to draw up the safety fund act, which
had become necessary, for the purpose of regulatin
the banking system of the state, at this Ume exce
ingly defeetive. In 1830, in company with olhers,
Judge Forman bought from the state of North Car-
olinaland in Rutherfordton, N. C., and in adjoinio
counties, and took up Lis residence at the village o
Rutherfordton, where he made fl‘ﬂ'ﬂt improvenents,
He died at this village, Aug, 4, 1848, his remalng
‘being removed to Qakwood cemetery, Syracuse,
GOODRICH, Alfred Bailey, Protestant Epis-
copul clergyman, was boro at Rocky Hill, Hertford
co., Coon,, March 22 1828, He was educated at
Trinity College, Hartford, and Berkeley Divinity
Sehool, and was ordained deacon in 1853 by Bishop
Brownell, of Connecticut, and priest fn 1854 by
Bishop Williams. He afficiated for a few months ot
Bt. Peter's Chureh, Plymouth, Conn., and for five
vears ol Millville, Mass, While there he Tounded

the Soclety for the Incresse of

the Ministry, a peneral society
7

of the Epizcopal chureh for the
education of young men for the
ministry. In August, 1858, he
became rectorof Calvary Churels,
Uties, N. Y., and has held
that position ever singe. Dur-
ing his rectorship the parish
has grown steadily in member-
ship and prosperity, and is at
present one of the strongest
churches in the city, In 1867
Hamilton College made him DT,
He was secretary of the undi
vided diocese of western New i
York two years, and lias held AT
the same office in the diocese of
central New York sipce ita or-
ganization in 1283, He is &
member of Hs standing committee. For ten years
he was president of the second missionary district of
the same diocese, and was one of its representatives
in the centennial eonvention of the Episcopal chiurch
in Philadelphia, 1888, He iz a member of the fed-
erate council of the five dioceses of New York state,
and of the general missionary council of the Epis.
copal churin He is anthor of a service and tone
hook for Bunday-schoals, and, in connection with
Dr. Gilbert, organist of Trinity Chapel, New York,
of o I:ql-nmu.] for choirs and congregations, both ex-
tensively used.  He has been a contributor to man
rindicals and religious publications. On Dec. 237,
'{'341, he married Elizabeth A. Meigs of Hartford,
Conn.
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Forman

owned a large estate. Attacked by apoplexy
while there, he recovered somewhat, and sailed
from New Orleans for New York. The vessel

was captured by a British privateer in the Gulf
and taken to the Bahamas, during which voyage
Forman died.

[Docs. Relating to the Revolutionary Hist. of the
State of N.J., T{1g01), IV {1g14) ; Anne 5, Dandridge,
Forman Geneal, {1903) Jared Sparks, ed., The HWrit-
ings of Geo. Washinglon (12 vols,, 1834-37) ; Proc. of
a General Court-Martial, Held . . . For the Trial of
Maj.-Gen, Lee (1778) 5 Wm. 5. Stryker, The Battle of
Monmouth (1027) : F, Ellis, Hist. of Monmouth Coun-
ty, N. J. (1885) ; Somerset County Hist, Quart., Oct.

- 1g917.] F.ER

FORMAN, JOSHUA (Sept. 6, rry7=-Aug. 4,
1848), early advocate of the Erie Canal, author
of the New York Safety Fund plan, was born at
Pleazant Valley, Dutchess County, N. ¥, to
which place his parents Joseph and Hannah
{Ward) Forman, both natives of New Jersey,
had removed from New York City. After gradu-
ating from Union College in 178, he studied law
in Poughkeepsie and New York, but in 1800 re-
moved to Onondaga County, then almost a wil-
derness. He practised law at the village of On-
ondagaHollow until 1819, when he removed to
the present site of Syracuse, of which he has been
officially recognized as the founder. Since land
titles at that time were in a state of almost hope-
less confusion, and litigation was consequently
brisk, lawyers could prosper in apparently insig-
nificant hamlets. In 1813 Forman was appointed
the first judge of the court of common pleas in
the county and served ten years. Hewas an able
husiness man, as well as a good citizen, and was
interested in many enterprises in the county. He
built a tavern and grist-mills, prganized a com-

y to work the gypsum deposits near by, and

greatly improved the methods of manufacturing
calt. He was active in establishing public insti-
tutions, and while living in Syracuse procured
the passage of an act to lower the level of Lake
Onondaga, making it possible to drain the adja-
cent swamps, and thereby greatly improving
health conditions in the vicinity.
Transportation was a vital question in a region
where roads were often quagmires, and there was
much talk of building canals to connect the vari-
ous settlements, but no comprehensive plan was
proposed. In 1807 Forman, though a Federalist
in a Republican county, was elected to the As-
sembly, and in 1808 introduced and carried a res-
glution to appoint a joint committee to consider
“the propriety of exploring and causing an ac-
curate survey to be made of the most eligible and
direct route for a canal, to open a communication
between the Tidewaters of the Hudson River
and Lake Erie” (Publications of the Bu fFalo His-

A

Forman

torical Society, 11, 28). This was the beginning
of legislative action which finally resulted in the
construction of the Erie Canal. In his later years
Forman was inclined to claim the credit of origi-
nating the idea, but it is clear that some months
previously Jesse Hawley had published a series
of articles advocating the measure in the Genesee
Messenger. However, Forman constantly advo-
cated building the canal, and in 18zs, as presi-
dent of the village of Syracuse, represented the
town and the county at the opening celebration.

He frequently speculated in land, and at one
time controlled the heart of the present city of
Syracuse, which he laid out into lots. Due to his
investments his affairs became involved, and
about 1826 he removed to New Brunswick, N. I,
to work a copper-mine, He continued to take
keen interest in his mative state, especially in
the banking situation, which was then guite un-
satisfactory. On the election of Martin Van Bu-
ren to the governorship, Forman offered him a
plan to insure the redemption of bank-notes by
requiring all banks to contribute to a guarantee
fund. He had gained the germ of the idea from
reading of a somewhat similar plan of mutual
guarantee of indebtedness in practise among the
Hong merchants of China, Van Buren, after con-
sultation with his financial advisers, approved,
and sent a special message to the legislatore en-
closing the plan (Jan. 26, 1829), together with a
full explanation by Forman. With considerable
modification the plan was enacted into law as the
Safety Fund Act, and became an important land-
mark in the financial history of the state { Jour-
nal of the Assembly, 1829).

The same year Forman, who had previously
purchased an immense tract of wild land in North
Carolina, removed to the village of Rutherford-
ton in that state, He spent the remainder of his
life there, engaged in disposing of his lands and
in various business enterprises until a stroke of
paralysis reduced his activicies, He was highly
seteemed by his neighbors and associates (J. H.
Wheeler, Historical Sketches of N orth Carolina
from 1584 to 1851, 181, p. 300). His first wife
was Margaret Alexander of Glasgow, Scotland,
who died just before his removal to North Caro-
lina. Later he married Sarah Garrett of Warm
Springs, Tenn. He was a man of wide informa-
tion and high character. Though said to be a
good lawyer, he was essentially a promoter and
builder. His boundless faith in the development
of the United States sometimes caused him to be
regarded as visionary, but his early advecacy of
the Erie Canal, his faith in Syracuse, and the idea
of the Safety Fund are solid contributions to the
public welfare.
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Forman
I
A sketch by J. V. H. Clark in Onondaga, vol.
ted %y Forman's son-in-law, Gen. E,
Ln}. ottt 1n Ge::faf,mh Leaventvorth Family

] &
%; Iﬂfmﬂnmhig'rnmnmcd 2 common error in the date

" h, but did not mention his second wife,
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Ehﬁ:ngrid?elﬂid in a sketch by E. E, Dickinson in the

.H"ug, of Ams. Hist, June 1882, His connection with the

Erie Canal is discussed ;t, Icg:ﬂ}dlinl Bﬂ%ﬁ: gf:ﬂ '_Eaacf
] 28a), Vi o053

R mFocr his connection with the

g:fj:ﬁ'uﬂ";;" E;:ﬁ?g Knox, A Hist. of Banking in
the U 5. (rev. ed. 1900). H.T.

FORMAN, JUSTUS MILES (Nov. 1, 1875~
May 7, 1915 ), author, was born in Le Roy, N. ¥,
the son of Jonathan Miles and Mary (Cole)
Foreman. His father, who was born in 1804, had
by a former marriage four children, the young-
est of whom was born in 1838.  Justus was the
only child of his mother, The first of the family

in America was William Foreman, who came

from England to Maryland about 1675 Wil-
liam’s grandson, John, while returning from an
expedition in one of the British colonial wars,
married and settled in New England. Justus
spent most of his boyhood in Minnesota, the home
of one of his half-brothers. There he attended the
Minneapolis schools, and was a student for one
year at the state university, He entered Yale in
the fall of 1895, was graduated in 1808, and stud-
ied art in Paris until 1901. While abroad he be-
gan writing the numerous stories which appeared
then and later in various American magazines,
In 1902 he published a novel, The Garden of Lies,
the first of a series of romances which appeared
at the rate of about one a year for the remaining
years of his life, His writings were uniformly
tense and full of action, and they dealt in general
with European and American characters who
were both rich and aristocratic. They were ex-
tremely popular in France and England as well
as in America, but the interest with which they
were received seems likely to become less and
less comprehensible,

Forman found great enjoyment in traveling,
and was as much in England and France as in
New York. Between times he visited Greece,
Turkey, Africa, Australia, and the Orient. The
East infatuated him, and he adorned his house
with mysterious silken hangings and bronze stat-
ues of Buddha. As time went on it seemed to him
that a divan more effectively than a chair in-
spired his genius. In 1004-05, 2 play in which
he had collaborated, based on his Garden of Lies,
was successfully produced in London. His next
attempt at drama, The Hyphen, written, accord-
ing to gossip, in nine days, was put on in New
York in the spring of 1915, Tt dealt in a sensa-
tional mammer with a theme then much in the
public mind—that of divided or hyphenated po-

- Forney

litical allegiance, particularly as in the case of
German-Americans. In early May he set out for
Europe on the Lusitania as a war correspondent
for the New ¥ork Times. He was never heard
of after the boat was sunk.

[Yale Coll. Triennial Record of the Class of 1808
(1poa), Class of Ninety-Eight Statistics (1o10) ; E. E.
Farman, Foreman, Forman, Forman Geneal, (1911);
Whe's Wha in America, 1914-15 ; N. Y. Times, Apr. a5,
May 8, 1915.] J.D.W.

FORNEY, JOHN WIEN (Sept. 30, 1817~
Dec. g, 1881), Philadelphia journalist, was born
at Lancaster, Pa,, of German descent, the son of
Peter and Margaret (Wien) Forney. His brief
schooling was terminated when at thirteen he
went to work in a store. Three years later he be-
came an apprentice in the printing-office of the
Lancaster fournal. When he was twenty he be-
came editor and part owner of a dying newspa-
per, the Lancaster Intelligencer, and in two years
brought it to sufficient prosperity to enable him
to unite it with the Journal and to marry Eliza-
beth Mathilda Reitzel in 1840. As a Democratic
editor Forney attached himself at the outset of
his career to the political fortunes of James Bu-
chanan, whose presidential ambitions he made
the means of his own advance locally and nation-
ally. When Buchanan became secretary of state
in 1845, President Polk appointed Forney deputy
surveyor of the port of Philadelphia, This plum
enabled its recipient to sell out at Laneaster and
temove to Philadelphia, where in partnership
with A. Boyd Hamilton he became editor and
proprietor of the Pemnsyloanion,

After the defeat of the Democrats in 1848, he
sought election as clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives, but in spite of Buchanan's aid he failed
to secure the position until 1851, He rendered
active service in the campaign of 1852 and then
became an editorial writer for the Washington
Dgily Union, the paper that enjoyed the execu-
tive patronage. In 1854 he was admitted to part-
nership in this paper and aided his partner A. O.
P. Nicholson in obtaining the lucrative print-
ing contracts of the House of Representatives.
Meantime, he had become involved in a jour-
nalistic feud with a Virginia newspaper rival,
Beverly Tucker of the Washington Sentinel, in
which the powerful Virginia Democrats sided
with Tucker. Forney resented also what he con-
sidered Southern persecution of his friend Gov.
Reeder in his Kansas difficulties. Finally, his
friendship for Buchanan when Pierce was seek-
ing renomination made his situation more than
ever impossible, so in 1856 he relinguished his
share in the Union, after presiding over the
House of Representatives most successfully dur-
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FORMAN, JUSTUS MILES (Nov. 1, 1875~
May 7, 1915), author, was born in Le Roy, N. Y.,
the son of Jonathan Miles and Mary (Cole)
Foreman, His father, who was born in 1804, had
by a former marriage four children, the young-
est of whom was born in 1838. Justus was the
only child of his mother, The first of the family
in America was William Foreman, who came
from England to Maryland about 16ys. Wil-
liam's prandson, John, while returning from an
expedition in one of the British colonial wars,
married and settled in New England. Justus
spent most of his boyhood in Minnesota, the home
of one of his half-brothers. There he attended the
Minneapelis schools, and was a student for one
year at the state university. He entered Yale in
the fall of 1805, was graduated in 1808, and stud-
ied art in Paris until 1g9o1. While abroad he be-
gan writing the numerous stories which appeared
then and later in various American magazines.
In 1902 he published a novel, The Garden of Lies,
the first of a series of romances which appeared
at the rate of about one a year for the remaining
years of his life. His writings were uniformly
tense and full of action, and they dealt in general
with Ewropean and American characters who
were both rich and aristocratic. They were ex-
tremely popular in France and England as well
as in America, but the interest with which they
were received seems likely to become less and
less comprehensible,

Forman found great enjoyment in traveling,
and was as much in England and France as in
New York. Between times he visited Greece,
Turkey, Africa, Australia, and the Orient. The
East infatuated him, and he adorned his house
with mysterious silken hangings and bronze stat-
ues of Buddha. As time went on it seemed to him
that a divan more effectively than a chair in-
spired his genius. In 1004-0%, a play in which
he had collabeorated, based on his Garden of Lics,
was successfully produced in London. His next
attempt at drama, The Hyphen, written, accord-
ing to gossip, in nine days, was put on in New
York in the spring of 1915, Tt dealt in a sensa-
tional manner with a theme then much in the
public mind—that of divided or hyphenated po-

 Forney

Iitical allegiance, particularly as in the case of
German-Americans. In early May he set out for
Europe on the Lusifanis as a war correspondent
for the Nete York Times. He was never heard
of after the boat was sunk.

[Yale Coll. Triennial Record of the Class of rfof
(1002}, Class of Ninciy-Eight Statistics (1g910) ; E. %
Farman, Foreman, Farman, Forman Geneal, (1911) ;
Whe's Wheo in America, 1914-15; N. ¥, Times, Apr. 25,
May B, 1915.] J.D.W.

FORNEY, JOHN WIEN (Sept. a0, 1817~
Dec, g, 1881), Philadelphia journalist, was born
at Lancaster, Pa,, of German descent, the son of
Peter and Margaret (Wien) Forney. His brief
schooling was terminated when at thirteen he
went to work in a store, Three vears later he be-
came an apprentice in the printing-office of the
Lancaster Journal, When he was twenty he be-
came editor and part owner of a dying newspa-
per, the Lancaster Intelligencer, and in two years
brought it to sufficient prosperity to enable him
to unite it with the Journal and to marry Eliza-
beth Mathilda Reitzel in 1840. As a Democratic
editor Forney attached himself at the outset of
his career to the political fortunes of James Bu-
chanan, whose presidential ambitions he made
the means of his own advance locally and nation-
ally. When Buchanan became secretary of state
in 1845, President Polk appointed Forney deputy
surveyor of the port of Philadelphia. This plum
enabled its recipient to sell out at Lancaster and
remove to Philadelphia, where in partnership
with A. Boyd Hamilton he became editor and
proprietor of the Penngylvanian,

After the defeat of the Democrats in 1848, he
sought election as clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives, but in spite of Buchanan's aid he failed
to secure the position until 1851, He rendered
active service in the campaign of 1852 and then
became an editorial writer for the Washington
Daily Union, the paper that enjoyved the execu-
tive patronage. In 1854 he was admitted to part-
nership in this paper and aided his partner A. O.
P. Nicholson in obtaining the lucrative print-
ing contracts of the House of Representatives,
Meantime, he had become involved in a jour-
nalistic feud with a Virginia newspaper rival,
Beverly Tucker of the Washington Sentinel, in
which the powerful Virginia Democrats sided
with Tucker. Forney resented also what he con-
sidered Southern persecution of his friend Gow.
Reeder in his Kansas difficulties. Finally, his
friendship for Buchanan when Pierce was scek-
ing renomination made his situation more than
ever impossible, so in 1856 he relinguished his
share in the [lnion, after presiding over the
House of Representatives most successfully dur-
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Collins Block blaze a deadly killer

One day, Feb. 3. 1939, to this
day profoundly affects the Syra-
cuse Fire Department

Eight firefighters dizd that
day, and a city block was left in
ruin.

The fire came on the heels of
a blizzard that paralyzed the
city. The blaze started at about
3 a.m., when problems devel-
oped in the heating system of
the Collins Block, 231 E. Gene-
Bee N1,

Muost of the fire was extin-
guished rather quickly, Tragedy
struck when eight firefighters en-
tered the building to douse the
remaining flames in the five-
story structure, *
| The men had been in the
building only a short time when
it collapsed, entombing them
under tons of burning and smol-
dering debris.

Outside, their colleagues and
8,000 horrified spectators stood
helpless amid the thick smoke
and streams of water.

b *“It was a horrible, horrible

| experience. You don't forget it.”
said the late Betty McKeever in

| a 1989 interview,

| MeKeever's first husband,

Salt tax

Salt, from page 37

Almost as soon as the canal
was finished, its success was so
obvious that the state Legis-
lature appraved three other bng

, projects.
' B The Oswego Canal to con-
nect the canal with Oswego.

B As part of Oswego Canal

’ canstruction, Onondaga Lake's
water level was lowered in order
to make it join the Seneca River
without locks.

M The swamps around Syra-
cuse were drained. A citizens'
board was allowed to confiscate
the land of anyone who did not
drain their land when ordered.

Robert W. Andrews

Photo by rI IF!glE."IJr!EE.}," of Onondaga Historioal Associaton
Firemen fight flames from the Collins Block fire in 1938.

James Diamond, was among
those killed in the collapse. She
learned of his death when a re-
porter knocked on her door in
the early morning of Feb, 3. She
died May 29, 1993,

More than 100 residents vol-
unteerad to look for the bodies,
Throughout the search, water
was continuously poured on the
charred and smoking wreckage.

“Hunt Bodies of Eight Fire-
men in Collins Block Wreck-
age."” said the front page head-
line of the Feb. 3 Syracuse

Journal,

The bodv of the first victim
was not recovered for two dayvs,
The next day, Assistant Fire
Chief Charles Boynton, suffered
g fatal heart attack, Today, heis
considered to be one of the vie-
tims of the fire.

The fire has become part of
the city fire depariment’s lare,
and the story of the fire and the
men who died 15 passed on to
new recruits when they join the
department,

[ — Jahn Doherty

EMPLOYMENT
GUIDE

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

v/gﬁﬂ $14.00

International firm has sev-
eral new openings in Syra-
cuse area, Full/part time.
Full training provided. Ad-
vancement potential. Stu-
dents & high school grads
welcome,

Call 431-9834.

STAFFING
SERVICES

[WESTERN x|

Tolal Quality Staffing
& Payroll Service...

*CLERICAL

sLIGHT INDUSTRIAL
*DATA ENTRY
*WAREHOUSE

453-5533 |

0O05
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BRAICHAT , FaPs'Willlam M.*Past end Preset of Syracuse
end Onomdaga Comnty = Wew York 1908
2 Vol. 53}23,12-00 n e
2; 823-832 (Note: containg no exclusive maberisl)

( :'-'1;{”[.:;!:.., IJ}I;:,L:__,‘-I:."; .El *{h:i'ﬁﬂ{?_.?_ﬂ&lﬁ {El'al'l'}_tﬂimiﬂ - S:.TEJ:-“FJ"J l‘-’!'fi"/ﬂ
(323 < vel i) 2 Yol. E?;;;, 111 ,}J 223, 546
' Vol 1 l.h"} U’ o '1 26 f.:]l 3 Lfﬂ hl:lﬁ’ 1{}.'__;, l..-':}r}
hlﬂ lﬂ" L"I-:": 23, “q E'r}"'r A3, 5”" a57

CHENEY, Timothy C. Teminiscences of Syracuse - 1857 3¢, x
Reprinted in Amzal. Volume of the Onondaga Historicsel

on Fi-182 - o Association. 21Top » (5 /4s2) Syracuee 191L
| o ) - /8 7- lde eag i !—' = 13?} 15111 = 5:’ l?‘:’

UEETTC-:' Do Wittt} Lettera on the Natural History and Intermal
Hesources of the State of New Yorex br Hibernicun, qunn
New York 1822
Ptl'l?‘

P Lo
CLARK, I Hs ¥nondaga, or Reminiecences of Earlier and Later
Til.'lzﬁﬂ = Syracuse 1*3}19
2 Vol. 402,392 pp.
't’.‘rL

59, 69-83, 105, 130, 201, 296, 316, 387

1

-
-
-
i

Syriavif

CLAYTQ, Profs We We 1 story of Onondaga County L4 41878

Do lffs.:-h (Wotes from Leavenworth without addsd
information)

430 pp.

DICEINGGN, Ellen L. Joshua Forman, the Founder of Syracuss . A&
{qgazine of imerlcan Higtory
Y 8 36 m. June 1A82

s
(Clﬂrk‘a account with gquotes from Hosack end other add!tions)

DICTTCWARY OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY - 1931
6: 52k, 525

il
EGSIJ.:{ David. Menclr of D& Tn"L'E.’f.'. Clinton = :,I?aw York 1829
p"ﬂ . hL-Sﬁﬁ r"Dr_"

ENQX, John Jay. Elstory of Banicing in the United States 880 DD
. New York 1900

Pp. 398-113, 33==77

332 k77

LEAVIIWORTH, Ellas Warner, A Gensllogy of the Leavenwnrth Family in
the U".I.i ted Btates 375 DD . Syracuss 1873 \
ppe 257-264 (J. Ve H, Clark's account with eddsd notes)

.i-'uf'u-;ff:r, Wl lfmi._,*._)l NEW YORK (otate) Council of fppointmenty (Military Mimm tes).

Sk 1783 - 1821 Albeny 1501
MM of T l‘;.j;‘r'eﬁ % Vol. 3033 pp. i
av re, Hale ot % e lﬂhl, l'-ltj.]’ 11':'":1

fetr

. =
o -
e g (] L e

{F&.‘,_;fj

N8 CREgT
."" :' I-‘lf' ﬂ!'\f | B

R

Iu'..'_:r’i.'.:. Cyclonadia o
L‘: -1'_'}_, J .
(Note: condenses Leaveaworth with ]_".uﬂjd'.,f,_ 4 da ..-"J.I

fmericen Blography = New York 19596

NEd YORK (state) = Ceanal Comilssicnfrs

Repore of the Camaittes on Ce::a.ls on the subjsct of the

ata of the Suplus Wabters. Togethser with the
Mimntes of Testimony talen 'hv the Camittes,

PDe Albeny 1826

PD. 3, 1+: 1 3, 9, ‘—fJ lm: 20, 21, f},;
'tjll »
Mentimed pp. 55, 55, 65.

sy 19, 75, 7T,

SL.0CUM, Richard R. In 0ld Cnondaga Vellsy {11¥pp.
(nandaga Historicel Associstion 5713 Syracuse 1897

TOMFKINS, Danlel D. FPublic Papers. 1807 - 1817,
f ]

3 Vol, 872, 652, 793 New York 1898
1: 194y 33 222, 345

WEED, Thurlow. ntoblography.
2 Val. 657, 617 1p.
Val. L: 25, T1, 145
L‘p’:,f-': ila "1i=:m.ru"r by Trlow Weed Bmaﬂ

BasTmm 1883

WHEFLER , Johm H. uiatoncal Skcetchea of North Carolin

a |
P 399 Ph; 5 E:‘_SP PP«

}I{Yﬁ‘.mtr] Laws of the State of New York in rai:
and Chamnlain Canals...
2 v. b1l 6bbpps. Albany 1825

ation to the Erie

121,316 489 Lgl , uog,
1207, 407,426,453 172, 687,50

Be @w
3

M =
I
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JOSEUA FORMAN - CHRONOLOGY

Sora in Fleasant Valley, Dutchess Co.,
He ¥+ Bon of Joseph & Hennnh.

Entered Unimm College (Wote: not
yet "College” - RUW) ‘
G"r'f. '{E\E. Q theta {-*{-_ .'1_-.'.;! Cal-"lfﬁ'}“-a H ad f'l'fl: {'ﬁ“ﬂ‘f
Studied law with Poter V. Radoliffe
of Poughkespple

Conpleted lav studles in New York €. f;r
office of Samel Miles Hopkine

M. Margaret Aleyander, dan. of Han.
Boyd Alexamder, M.P.,of Glasglow,
Scotland

Removed %o Gnon Hollow amdl opened
law office '

Lotter to James Wetscn Esg,' State
Btreet, New York. Hed ni'ﬁel

at Troy for mow to bring femily to
Onondaga. Have since "ramoved bag &
baggage to Gnondaga.” Reported em
Aollections, Land egenoy desired.
(nondaga) furnsce "1s this day began
to blow." (Wote: Watson was
wealthy patron of Bamiel Miles
Eopking - RNW)

Dau., Caroline (Mrs. Mather Williams)
born

Willism H. S8abine becomes his law
partnor ;

Bon, Boyd Alexander born

Active in establiglment of "The
First Onondaga Religious Boclety"” at
Onondaga Hill ple

Leased reservetiom lands at Oswego

.Fells (Fultm) for mills

L Genn; Clark

5 weeks vai /,

=  (lark
-.-.:’fa.-'ra fee ‘e
Clark
Clark
L Gen; Clark
Clerk
MBS « EHA
L Gen
Clark 2:67FF
o orde
L Gen
Clark
Clark

UCSLAE T2 forman _ T. 0
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180T

li.:a‘j'{:i -”'-"Jliﬁriﬁ P i
&

f-" rf.{r-ﬁ’.;ﬁ o redordd ¢4

Teae _Q*frr‘l"'ﬂ-'*".'

Cathd ugp

May
1807 dud £7

1808 Feb U

1808 (1)

1808 -
1808 Jun 15
1808 0ot T
1809 Jan

1309
1809

ested to Asseunly {by ML majority)
on "Cenal ticket" (Notes Ganal
tisket" conflicts with J« F.'s
stotenemt to Hosack « RITW)

Daus, Movy Flizabsth bora

tniroinces resolution in Aspenbly
anthoricing survey of route for
canal. (He was "first nover® for

ogaal = Wesd) .

Henoriel %o legialature gigned by
(nsnlage Hollow neighbors, Bat
nolther they nor residmis of
galina wvhon Je Fo loter tried to
interent would actively agltate to

Tilleges. MEappoin‘bﬂﬂ, Je Fo
prodeded to sdvocate the ptraight
route and e new town (gyracuse).
(Wote: J. ¥.'s'dlsappointment ‘16
guepstichable einda he met have lmown
the ronte cowld be pelested eolely .

from englneering yiev point » RV},
Founded Plagter Company in Casillus,
holding 200 of 1000 $50 ghares.

——

Appointed Iieutenkant in Cept.
Elighe Alvord's nev company of
Gregadiers - NLEGEEN 5 e
Cp{,',E.Hff:? mff“*ﬂ*r

Poel to Nicholas Mickles. (wotes —
use of "barca & feme” here i8 basis

for story Je Pe claimed nobility.)

Called on Pregident Jefferscm vith
Willien Kirkpatrick v

Dan., Margaret Am born

Formsn & Breskett uilt grict mill

end sev mill lii_ Oswego Falls.
Shown o map

_ Ga:mi Lawa /7

UCsL

1L Gen

:.:);ﬁf /7l |

seace /(40T H |
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JOSHUA PORMAN » CHRONOLOGY - 3

1809 May 31 Appoinied Csptain of new campeny Cof A 2:18/
in John HEllis! Regimemt, Isaas Hell's
rigade .
1809 ¢ mwmwmummthanmrm LGm:Z47 |
. at Onondaga Hollow (Note: Weed says : !
ho 1ived with Jesper Hopper = KW) - weed |: |
g |
1809 oot 17 Astive in establiisltamnt of Onondaga Clark; Slooum |
Hollow Religious Society, subsoribing -
furenarmsuhuunr&aes |
Build.tns Fund.
i A bl ,
1809 lov B Trugtes on the first Mﬂh“ﬂ'nihl Lot Slosum
It Ehnrnhofmm&mm:ﬂnlmm" !
1811 Feb 11 .hapo:l.ntul Captain in I.ih Enﬂ.- m. Cof g 2'/92
M. Wood'e regiment : : | '
, 4811 Mar 21, nntua.cmt;;um B Bruse /' 23/
1811 MMMMtu salnch at Tueben Voed /173

Hao&‘unﬂ.‘l. dam. Bold it to -hl’.
i "n'bmﬁ; 'Hu inmtw M hthur
aumu

of sl
811 Mnhlumuhh furulnﬁ.m —  Bruge /t7¢
1812 g 15 mbmmtmummmm Elosun

ﬂﬂhuﬁm#m&;

.Illl-.f . : . .
1812 mrumm-umw Weed /I%%

. Je Fo from Booretary of War caused
early {mtu‘hnr] opening of m

1813 Jen 2 “.l. lu'a- quantity of m‘m Tompking 5. 222

F’?ﬂtr

ﬂlﬁ-l!' VAT T, {:‘Q;E M
A hid e
Vb O ng
: X '.h"'*'*_,l
Ucstaf 1798 formon T_oo09
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o o o

1815 Sep
1816 Teb 23

1816 Mar 15
1816

1816 May 1k
;ﬁ.‘l._& May 15

1816 May 24

" 1816 Hov 20

L Hua' m

JOSHUA TORMAN - CHRONOLOGY = 5

&, Josoph bora

Hig nemorial to Legislature om

Cenal approved by eitizena mnatmg

at Court Houss .

Fuey 3 p80 Wi (’nr-.....‘*'ar :rr-GJ

Bundry mamoriels from (nondags Comnty
favoring Cmal read to Legislature

Formen, Wilpon & Company bought Walton
Teaot . |

Aﬂﬂt Ebenoper Wileon, Jr. s. ﬁunpm
conalsting of Joshua Formmn, Ebenezer
Wileon Jr., and John B.. t‘.'rntl,, will
conduct business of E. Wileon &
Canpany, dissolved. (Wote: psrinere
nhip had wtore et (mondaga mmw} :

'Ihirﬂ. nrtl.uh of J. Pa's mias

"Great Western Camal," elgned "I" o
{Note: eppears to oontain much from
m@ﬂm) M -.-: kY

I..l', T

m Hnrlrm (s, .rumh} I.‘.LM
ar. r. !.nttar ta Canal Em:ml
reporting coste of thru nil'.l. uannlu
hn hui 'Imil.h AR .

llu-ivﬂ #&5 rnr hﬂung turl.u.u mﬂ:

" ' goross Salina side sut and $48 for

removing stone = |

Naned villags Carinta apb
J. B, s artloles signed "X" publishe
canal (ote " see SASARE - )
.M:ﬂ‘-: Richard R. Iguuiuc Elq- ef tlt.‘l.u

enbatituted for Joshna Forman ae sgent
for Nicholas Figh

L Gan
Claxk 257

Mrrwee JlE2]

Cenal Lawe
Trre)

L Gy

(nondaga Regs

Mey 15, 1816

(nondaga Reg.

1 G

© Gemal Lavs

w348

Cenal Lawe
2I4LE

Iruce /.27

Clark

Onondaga Reg.
Sept. 30, 1818

Eﬁd --’.d-r SAEALE A ey

fﬁ

ULSLORTTE B Farman - 9 - COO1T




1818 Sep 30

1818 oot 26

1818 «1619

b AL

Tract-
T4 ¥s moved %o Byramise
David 8. Bates, engineer surveying .

lowering Gnondags Lake 2.23' %6 level
of Smeea River by cutting eamal L fest

JOSHUA FORMAN = CERQEQLOGY = 6

Joun Ven Pelt hag moved lnto former
Le Wilson, jun & Coxpeny: store

{noadags Reg.
Sept. 30, 1814

Heveral propertles « including the
Walten Tract, "at = place cammonly
called the four somers,” intast

except for thred peresls Totalling one
aore = gold by sheriff under fiepi
fagiea write against J. P, and Forman,
Creed and Wilson. ‘Daniel Kollogg and
Williom F. Sobine the highest bidders
pald $10915 sad retained J. F. as agent
%o develope the proparty. '({Wotes '
Babine’ wag J. Fu's hfﬂﬁhﬂr*iﬂ-laﬁf& 44
finanelal sonditions &% this 4iumo,’
Bamuel Miles Hopkins ¥rote that his -
properties, valued at §74000 4n 1817,
Scld two years later for $25000.".,

the utber dlsappenrance of MGABY « »
was.o {explained later as) the necessary

Desds T:310
Bruce /K 26

SAH 3627

Fesuly of cperations o restors a.
vitiated surrency.t) " ' :

Brothaer, Owen Formen end Johm @i L Gea
Wilkinson lzid out and napped Walton

Clark; Bruce
David Jal e g Cenal Lave
route for Oswego Canal, recaungnis |:42(, 477

desp & 53 or 54 chains long to replese

‘outlet 14 inches deep & 58 chaimn long.
Canal estimated at $5991 would save dam,

look, ete., costing §3514. Lowering lake

would also reclaim lande around margin of -

lake, keep fresh water cut of selt springe,

nd readar Selins more healthy, .

Bates repart submivted to Atgenbly by

: Canal Liws
Canal Comnissioners. Read 2/23/1820

[: 484

UeSLaF 1798 4arman _




1820 Apr 15

1820 Jun 6

1820 gep 1

1821
1821

1822 Febh 28

1822

A=

JOSHUA FORMAN = CHROJOLOGY = 7T

Agresmmt with Benjamin Wright,canal Barplus Waters
comnigsimer, permits J. F. to taild 34,7 84,4677, 8/
dry dotk & waste welr

DolWitt Clintom wrote: "..Syrasupe, - Hibernione
oppoeite %o Balina..vhore Judge Formsn, 18
o gmtlemsn of great intelligence aad

estivity, ip erocting & towm."

Afainigtered caths to veterans spplying Bruge . 1496
for pensions :

Reseivod $127 as canal colleotor Canal Laws
2: 993
Obtained passage of a lav "drawa by Clark

his om hand," enthoriging the lowering

of Onondsga Lake. (Note:s Im listing

the imolideatal bemefits of lowvering the
lake, Clark doss not etate that Forman
asted to psoure these humanitarien reeults.
Later writers have read this neaning

into his account. The lowering sppears

%o have besa solely o matter of

expodienoy in the comastruction of the
Oswego Cenal. - RWW)

Je Fo Nomed oo of 7T com'rs in Aot Bruce //LLs 42
euthoris the drainage of swanps end Cansl Lavws
marshes. (Wote: The marghes in and f——(: 997

around Syracuse were murveyed, drainage
ditohes were laid cut and property owners v
vere obliged either to dig them or pay

‘for them. The lowering of Onondaga Lake

has oftsa boem mistakenly oreditfed with
the "drying cut" of Syrasuse. It was
draining the owamps & marshes which
astually ashieved that remult. Salins,
end Liverpool ¢n the Lake were the
M;ﬂuiﬂhl of the lowering of the lake.
Raw

Vieited 8alina with Governor Clintom Clark
and propoped extemtion of Salina Canal to
comunicate with Onondaga lake for the

purposs of supplying water for power at

the Salt Bprings pump house. (Mote: :

the date would seeam to refer to the 37
accomplichment rather then the visit)

o F—

Hese AFE 798 %arman - To0
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1822

18z2

. 1823

1823

1824 Jen 15
182k Feb 14

182k apr 6

1824

1824 .

1885 fpr 13

1825 ppr 20
1825 May 3

1825 Jum 9

1825 Aug 10 .

o EASE CREDIT.

FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE

Ot

it ooy ATION
'] .‘-_I‘-'"'-. !h'.':I"“:"'".d"::1' Pt

‘A Truptee on first board.

‘Received $450 es camal

JOSHUA TCRMAY -~ CHRONGLOGY = 8

Procured pasoags of law anthorizing
bounty on solar pslt. Visited

lew Bedford with Iealah Townsend

to study amoler evaporation.
Appointed sgent of the Syracuse
Company end erscted equipment For
coarse salt manufecturs -3

Recelved §917.65 as canal sollecter
end for excavaticn and lebor -«

'.Eall;:m, "Babine, snd J, .F..'cmtraut

with Thosas Spencer snd David
Johmem to bulld dey dock

Réaaiw&' $400 ap canal collector; -
18 for statimery LA :
Father, Joseph Forman died :
Active in estsblishment of “"First
Prosbyterian Soclety in Syrescuse."”
: e
Elected one d“fﬁ&-pﬁmhaml
in towm of Salina i e

nm, Mory Elizabeth mé: Hirem

collector {
Villege of Syracuse incorporated
Act passed @m'dﬁﬁiﬂéicﬁwu
Yo lease surplus waters of Cemal
Elested trustee and prosident: of
Syracuse Village .

Ureoted La Fayette 15

Bid of John Formen and (Hormen) vem
Buren for watere at 6-foot look

eubmitted in bandwriting of Joshua
F. (then am employse of Jemew & Co.)

2 ;;fﬁ; 1o isBINE

l;ﬂm

Clark; Cheney

Canal Lawa
27

Bruge (137

Cenal Lawvs

2227, 9487 l

Clark; Bruss
151,579
21296

Chenoy /37

L Gem

Canal Lews
2:5 02

Canal Laws
2i487

Clark 2/22/
i’ruu Fl."?ii y

Bruce' |/ ¥/

Surplus
Watera 77

ucstal 1798 forman _ T 00013



JOSHUA TOMAN » CEHRONOLOGY « 9

' 1825 Qet 27 In Roschester ot celebratim greooting
firat through host on Mrie Cenal
eLads ClEA arpived o Ler T 2 g,
Fushed back to Byracuse for ¢enal

T oet 29
1825 Moy 1

ceolebrabion. 'Made spseod Erecting oddress

Clinton amd perty snd proceedsd o
Hew York City with them X
S .{'arjar 7 warnay Baldwia wittTF

18e5 Build mew rodidmce '

1825 : ggught first fire englne for village
| : 3?1 _-I : ] 1 0 e Lo ¥t

IJ.BE&M"P'M‘“] Daun. MHergaret Amn &; Matthew W.
1629 Twly 1K) Deytalenemn &

1826 Removod %o Hov Jersey nodr New
Brunewick vhere he recpened snd ¢
vorked:a copper mines "Cireumétances
required his removel from the poeme

" of ‘hls ueefulness, and the thentre of
his labors." « Clerk. "'Iir.'rl.ng agked
for ‘en office, the ineeme of which he.
needed, as his own affairs had Beooms

A complicated through hig‘attenticn %o

. the ‘Interesta of other people than his
‘own, the soveted sppointment was
refused, and it 18 said that he left

1, the town he Tounded, and had fosteved

to his own detriment, with a

Aush, | saddened heart,” « Diokinsons
1823 " Lr&wﬂyﬂa ii!l# it A

1828 Jul 16 Mergsret Alexander Forman (Mrs.

Joghua) died et Ten-mile Run near
Few Brunawick, New Jersey

J.BEB. au%. 13

' Wrote Hosack from Freaklin, New Jersey
expleining his early interest in
end work for Erie Canal .
1829 Jen 26 Gov, Van Duren forwards to Legialature
Joshia Forman's letter of 1/21/1829
~REDL cutlining his "Safoty Fund Plen"” fow

gtate hanking law

Clark

Mewefr T3
Claric

IMewarr 169
Bruce |/ 743

Bruce (/75,997
I

7
N )

Clark

L Gen
L Gen

Hosaslk =
342-37575

Enox _
3¢78-%/3
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JOSAUA FORMAY = CHRCHOLOGY = 10

1820 Mar 18 Assembly passed "Judge Paige's” Knox
bill éstebiishing the "Safety Fund.”
Posed ca Ja T'a 's suggestions but
anitting some of best.: No oredlt
given Formane Became law 4/f2f1829

1829-1830 Bought 300,000 acres in Rutherfordton Clavk
County from Btate of Nerth Cerolina

Sons, Boyd Alexender end Joseph moved L Gem -
wvith J. F. %o North Cercline

1830 (about) Dma..,. Helen Married Elishe Whitaey L Gen
of Poughkespsie - ; ;
Tver
1831 Prasmt;d:ﬂ;it@har and goblets om vislt Clark
o Byrasuee
Lo Her Te
1831 Des 7 Wrobs brother, Samusl, Was MSS - CHA
contemplating mayriage. Dau., Mary
vas with Samuel at Onondega

1833 Jun 21 Den., lire. Margaret Elizabeth Hyds L Gen
. married Elias W. Leaveaworth

Springs, Temessee ‘2 Diskinson
Locial M;.u‘f-ah-. e :

1845 Mre. s We Leavenworth visited Jo Fe Clark
in North Carclina. He was in .
feeble heslth. Oave her 1831
teatinonial pitcher snd goblets

-l - Mayried Berah Garrett of Wi ' D. A« B.
' ' fafﬁ;&ﬁ{

1845 Trugboes bought house J. Fe Duils Slocum |
at Onondaga from Joseph emd Williem .
Sabine for female departament of
(nondaga Acadeny. Hﬂliﬁl H. Sabine
' had bought it vhen J. Fo moved to
gyracuse {1819) ond lived there watil
hig death in 1842

of LI 3846 oot 2(%) Vielted Syracuse. Given Public dimmer Cleark
s 5 v by P. Is Rust at Syrasuse House.
7 dpeobesa Unsable to mpeak distinctdly because of
paralrbiq&l shook

PLEASE CHEW

IE M THE COLLECTIONS OF THE

uest af 17a3forman _7_ ooo1s

L




1849 2hg b

189 Tonl)

o

1872 spring

JOSHUA ¥ORMAY - CHRONOLOGY & 11

J ® F‘a died &t Rutherfurﬂ.tm North
Dmlinu.. (Noto: The errer "IBLE"
valsh u@pmn three times in = ',
I.mvmwmrth'a Emaa.logy :ls sorrected
in' the anthor's hand in his own copy.)
"An active intelligent end entarprising
citigens" = Wheeler. y

"He wea & man of wide informabtion end
high charactoer. Though seid to be e good
lawyer,” he was essentially o premoter
and builder ..(end nade) solid
contributions to the public welfare.”

wl L : % I LR bokelv .

Margeret Amn Davis died mt Columbla, -
South Cerolina, buried at Rutherfara.tm,

.Har‘bh Quru:um

To Fa rm:lnﬂnmud. trm. ‘.Ruthar:ra-ltm
tﬁ m&.n y ] .

.luJ_

nmsELa
Do tiaZ.

Leeler
Y357

- YAB £ivf

L Gen

o i

ucsLad 1198 forman 3. 00616-




& 1798  FORMAN, JOSHUA

At a meeting held in Onondaga Hollow, now known as
Unondaga Valley, August 15, 1812, "subscription papers w
were prepared for establishing an academy for the
instruction of youth (intended to be a rival of Hamilton
College) to be located not than 100 rods from the Seneca
turnpike road. The subscriptions were in shares of $25
each, and were payable to John Adams and Joshua Forman,
in three yearly installments, and fiot to be binding unless
$4,000 was subscribed for the purpose."

The sum of $L,000 was subscribed at the meeting, Joshua
Forman heading the kixmk paper with $500. A similar paper
pledged the subscriber to contribute to a fund for the
endowment of the academy, the aggregate to be not lass than
$3,00044440+44+.Jd0shua Forman headed the list with $750.

Among the 22 trustees was Joshua Forman.

Early Landmarks of Syracuse
Gurney S. Stron

The Times Pub. %Ocs
Syracuse 1894,

This book contains the biographical sketch in
Clark's Onondaga pp. 311=332, in which a portmait
of Forman faces page 3ll.
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Forman, Joshua (Sept. 6, 1777 - Aug. 4, 1848), Class of 1798.
Philomathean Soclety. Lawyer and developer.

Born in Pleasant Valiey, in Dutchess County, N.Y.

After graduating from Union in the second graduating class, Forman studied
law in Poughkeepsie and New York City, and married Margaret Alexander, a
visitor from Scotland whose father was the Member of Parliament for
Glasgow. In 1800 went into practice in the village of Onondoga Hollow (later
Onondoga Valley), a few miles soutwest of the present center of Syracuse.)
In 1803 he was joined in partnership by his brother-in-law, William H.
Sabine.

Onondoga Hollow (1800-1819)

Built a hotel there. With Dr. David Lansing, founded the Onondoga Academy L
(1812), which was intended to be a rival to Hamilton College, and still
existed in 1860, and the Onondoga Valley Presbyterian Church.

1807 Elected to the Assembly (how long did he serve? Perhaps only
one term)

Elected on the "Canal Ticket.” He had been among the people actively
interested in a canal, and had made a special study of canals, their costs and
advantages, and was an effective spokesman for the cause at a time when it
had few followers.

1807: built a grist mill at Oswego Falls, the first grist mill on the Oswego
River.

1808: formed the Plaster Company at Camillus, to work the gypsum beds
nearby.

Feb. 4, 1808 Introduced in the Assembly a resolution which was the first
tangible step In the long sequence of events which led eventually to the
legislation committing the state to undertake the canal. (Although the
resolution, and the effective speech supporting It, were his, it Is not true,
as he was later apparently wont to suggest, that he originated the idea of
the Erie Canal.) He contined to work actively for the cause, and was one of
the chief dignitaries in the ceremonies opening the canal in 1825,

led eventually to the building of the Erie Canal, an idea which he did not,
however, originate, though he sometimes took full credit. He saw it as
important to the salt industry, in which he was engaged, and others. While
waiting for New York to act, Forman and another legislature tried in 1809 to
sell the idea to President Jefferson, who thought it might be feasible - a
century hence.
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During the War of 1812, furnished a substitute.

1813: elected first judge of the court of common pleas in the county; served
until 1823

1816: “As early as when the route of the canal was definitely settled, in
1816, Judge Forman purchased the Walton Tract of two hundrd and fifty
acres, embracing all the central parts of what is now the city and through
which the canal had been located.

1817: The section of the Erie Canal passing through Syracuse was begun in
1817, and by 1820 the first packet boat reached Syracuse.

Syracuse (1819-1826)

Forman has been called the founder of Syracuse, but Thurlow Weed perhaps
chose an apter word when he said Forman “invented Syracuse.”

1818: In the spring of 1819 the tract was surveyed and laid out in lots, and
in the fall of that year Forman moved there with his famiity.

1819 Moved from the Onondoga Valley to Syracuse in 1819. City had two
frame houses, a hotel, and several log or plank and slab cabins occupied by
laborers on the Erie Canal. Forman’s house was at what is now the
intersection of Clinton and Water Streets. Recognized as the founder of the
city. Stayed there 10 years. When he came,

Engaged in land speculation, and at one time “controlled the heart of the
present city of Syracuse, which he laid out into lots.”

1822: Wrote and procured passage of an act on Feb. 16, 1822 to lower the
level of Onondaga Lake by two feet, which made it possible to drain much of
the marshiand covering the present site of Syracuse, and reduce the death
rate from typhoid and malaria. \
1822: Procured passage of a law authorizing the erectl;ﬂn of works for the
production of salt by solar evaporation. (why should that require a
law?). He and Isaiah Townsend went to Massachusetts where they studied
the salt manufacturing by solar evaporation, and brought back a man with
experience therein, and set up two companies, one at Onondaga and one at
Syracuse.

another source: Greatly improved the methods of manufacturing sait.
Another source: introduced the solar process of making salt.

1824: leader in the erection of the First Presbyterian Church of Syracuse.
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1825 is President of the village of Syracuse

Left, according to “Contemporary Biography of New York, v. 2(1888),
because he had been so unselfish in working for the general good that he had
made little money.

New Jersey (1826-1829)

1826, because his affairs have become “Involved,” moves to New
Brunswick, New Jersey (his parents’ native state) in response to an
invitation to work a copper mine.

1828 he proposed to N.Y. Gov. Martin Van Buren to require the state’s banks
to contribute to a mutua) insurance fund - an idea Forman had gotten in
reading about a similar arrangement among Chinese merchants. Van Buren
forwarded it to the legislature, together with Forman’s explanation, and it
became law (the Safety Fund Act) in 1828. It was “an important lendmark in
the financial history of the state (and nation?)

North Carolina (1829-1847)
1829 Following the death of his first wife July 1828, moved to
Rutherfordton, North Carolina, where he had previously bought a very large
tract of land (300,000) from the state, with partners, and spent the
remaining 19 years of his life selling land and “developing the mining and
other resources” of the tract. He also established there a printing press, a
newspaper and a stage line, “and was the leading citizen of that part of the
state” - Forman genealogy. He remarried there.

Returned to Syracuse in 1831 on a visit, where he was guest of honor at a
public reception at which a silver loving cup was presented to his as the
founder and greatest benefactor of the village. He was again honored by a
public dinner in Syracuse in 1846. There Is [was?] a Forman Park there, and
a monument to his memory.

Buried in Oakwood Cemetary, Syracuse.

The Forman genealogy, by Anne Spottswood Dandridge (1913) (and the DAB)
say his second wife was Miss Sarah Garrett, of Warm Springs, Tennessee.
Contemporary biography of New York says it was Mrs. Nelson, a Virginia
lady.

queries:
What is Onondaga Valley now?

How long did the Onondoga Academy last?
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How long was Forman In the Assembly?
Is there still a Forman Park? Where?

Is there still a monument to him? Where?

Check:
is there a history of salt manufacture?

article by Dickinson, E.E. - Magazine of American histery, June
1882.

Buffalo Historical Society Publications, v. 2, (1880)

Clark, Joshua - Onondaga. 2 vols. see vol. 2, chapt. xiv, p. 69 (the
same sketch is reprinted in Strong, Gurney S. — Early landmarks of
Syracuse, p. 311-332. Also reprinted, with corrections, in
Leavenworth, E.S. ) Genealogy of the Leavenworth family (1873)

Wheeler, JH. - Historical sketches of North Carelina from 1584 to
1851, p. 399.

Knox. John Jay — A history of banking in the United States. Rev.
ed. 1900.
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175E Joshua Forman

Founder of the city of Syracuse end for many years recognized as one

of the leading men of the State in different capacities, was born at Plessant
Valley, Dutchese County, New York, 1777. Hie parents, Joseph and Hanneh Forman,
reegided in New York City previous to the bresking out of the Revelutionary
War, soon after which event they removed to Pleasent Valleys In the fall

of 1793, when he was seventeen years old, he had so prepared himself that he
entered Union Collepe, at Schenectady, from which he graduated with honmor. Having
completed his collegiate course the young man entered the law office of Peler
Radeliffe, of Poughkeepsie, where he remsined tWo yesrs. He then went to New

York end finished his law studies in the office of Samuel Miles Hopkins, soon
after which he was married to Margaret Alexender, daughter of the Hon. Boyd
AMlexender, MeP. for Glasgow, Scotlend. Early in the year 1800, lir. Forman re=
moved 1o the little villapge of Onondagae Hollow, im Onondage County, where he
opened & lew office and here was &t once menifested that public spirit and real
for the general good of the community which cheracterirzed his whole after life,
He secured the removal thither of hie father's femily, from Troy, esnd located
gt different points on the weet side, his father, his three brothers end two
brothers=-in-lew, and built a lerge hotel end s fine residence for himself,.
with the aid of Dr. Dgvid Lansing, he secured the erection of the Presbyterinmn
Church snd the Onondage Academy. It wes during Mr. Forman'e resicence in this
quiet village that events occurred leading directly to what proved to bs the
most important work of his life - a prominent share in originating and promoting
the scheme of building & cenel direct from the Hudson River to Lake Erie. For
a number of years prior to 1807 there had been much discuspion as to the femasibility
of & cenal ascross the State, to comnect the Hudson with either lake Frie or Leke
Ontarioe It was partielly ae & result of his part in this discussion that Jeshua
Forman wes triumphently elected to the Assembly of 1807-E, on what was called

the "Canal Ticket."™ During the cempagn, and before, Mr. Forman mede himself
thomeughly conversant with the cost of building end meinteining, expense of
operstion, income and size of all important canals of the world. After he resched
Mbany it was finally agreed =among the few members who were converts to ths plam,
thet the canal project, as outlined by Mr. Forman, was of immense importance
demeriding prompt and vigorous amction. As the firet move in this work, Mr. Forman
drew ap the famous resolution which wes the first tengible, practible act in

the long sequence that finally led to the completion of the then stupsndous under=
teking. When the Reeolution wes offered in the House expressions of surprise

end ridieuls were prevalent. They wers but the beginning of years of opposition
and doleful predictions. The reception of the resolution by the House served
only to firs the young member with a determinetion to further armm himself for &
future effort to prove that his scheme was enything but Utopian. This resulted
in & speech by Mr. Forman, when the resolution was finally called up, that not
only astounded the members with its array of facts and figures in faver of the
proposed cenel, but held their undivided ettention by its interesting style and
matter, and secursd their favor by its clear exposé of the great adventages thati
miet acerns to the Empire State if the resolution passeds And it did passj but
Mr. Formen himself admitted that it was adopted in & lerge measure on the ground
"that it could do mo harm and might do some good." The Senate concurred end the
result wes the eppropriation of six hundred dollars only for causing = survey

to be made. We cannot further trace the work of Mr. Forman in support of the
canal; but it continued unabated, unflinching, undismayed, until the enterprise
was finished end the mingling of the waters of Leke Eris and the Hudson River
wae made the occesibn of enthusiestic rejoicings throughout the State, in which
great féte and the ceremoniee preceding it he was & prominent end invited guest.
As President of Syracuse he deliversed the sddress of welcome to Governor Clintonm
and suite, end committees who made a trip of celebration over the canal soon after
its completion. TFor further particulars of this portion of Mr. Forman's life
work, the reader ie referred to Hoeack'sMemoir of De Witt Clinton. The Frie Canal
wes begun July 4th, 1817, end was finished in 1825. Between these two dates

Mr. Forman was by no means idle in other directions than in supportiing the greast
work of which he was the parent, In the year 1813 his legal ecguirements esnd
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1798, ' Joshue Forman (continued)

his well known integrity resulted in his sppointment es Firet Judge of Onondege
County Common Pleee. This position he filled with honor and ability for tem years.
Tn +the year 1807, befora he was sent to the Assembly, Mr. Formen lemsed from

the Surveyor=Genersl a portion of the raeservation lends at Oswego Falls, whereon
he erected a grist mill in the wilderness. This wes the first mill erected

on the Oevego River in modern times. There wes not then a horse owned between
Pewepo end Saline end the mill greatly promoted the settlement of that regien,

In 180B he founded the Plaster Compeny of Camillus, intended to more effectually
work the beds 4 that town, which company was very successfuls In 1813 Judge
Forman built the grist mill at Onondege Hollow, then one of the best in the
country, end the extemsive raceway leading to it., Perhaps the next work in
importence, attributable to Judge Formen, especislly when viewed in the light

of its after results, was the founding of the city of Syracuses (Thurlow Weed oncewrote
thet Judge Formen "invented Syracuse.") It was another evidence of the breadth
of his views and his sound judgment that he should be able %o pradict that,with
proper action on his part, a great and flourishing city would spring up in &
locality that was little more than & swamp end jungls. As early as when the
routs of the canal was definitely settled, in 1816, Judge Forman purchased the
Welton Tract of two hundred and fifty scres, embracing asll the central partes

of what is now the city and through which the canasl had been located. In the
frll of the year 1819 Judge Formen removed with his family from his pleasent
village home to whet is now Syracuse, but what was then without even & psrmanent
neme; a mers clearing just south of and near to the canal. In the spring of

1819 the Walton trect was survsyed and laid out in village lots; there were

then but two or three frame houses in the place. The forece of Judge Formean's
gnterprise and his wisdom and foresight in the effortis made by him during the
succeeding seven ysars can but be imperfectly undersiood by any one not con-
versant with the obstacles that he encountered., But he set himself to work

emid his most dighesrtening surroundings; with what wisdom and prophetic fore-
sight 1t ls now sasy %o understand. Improvements were rapldly projectsd, lots
were sold and every possible inducement held out 1o settlers by the founderj

snd his efforts wers rewarded with success. In the year 1821 Judge Forman
sacurad the passage of & law,which was drewn by his own hend, authorizing the
lowering of Onondaga Lake, which was subsequently mccomplished, to the extant

of about two feet, The main object of this important measure was to improve

the low lands about the lske, which had been the csuse of much sickness and
consequent delay to settlements This object was secured and ite beneficent
resulte continue to this day. In the following year, 1822, Judge Forman
procursd the passage of a law authorizing the erection of works for the production
of salt by solar evaporation. With his customary energy amll thoroughness,

he at once journeyed to New Bedford, Mass., in company with Isaimh Towmsend,

of Albany, where he made himself thoroughly acqualnted with the details of

galt menufacturing, as carrisd on by solar evaporation, on Cape Code “Stephen
Snith was indduced to return with the Judge and his companion, he being ex-
perienced in solar salt manufmcture, Two companies had been formad, the Omon-
daga Company, of which Mr, Smith was appointed agent,Judge Forman holding a
similar position in the Syracuse Company. To secure power to be used in raising |
the brine-at the principal salt spring, instead of pumping by hand, as formerly, |
Judge Forman concelved the plan of continuing what was called the Sallna Canal
down to the lake, passing the spring on its way from which could be derived |
edeguats power. This plan of raising the brine by water power was cerried

out the next year , under the direction of Judge Formen, leading directly to

the future extensive salt industry. In the yeer 1824, Judge Formen drew the
subscription paper, secursd and collectesd the subscriptlons, let the contract,
and supervised the erectisn of the Firet Pressbytsrian Church of Syracuss. The
time wae now ai hand when Judge Forman was to lsave the village he had founded
for a distant home. He had ssen the place grow from a mere four corners

to one of the most promlsing villages, and destined to be a most thriving

elty. The great highway of navigetion of which he wag the firet sctive projector
was finished and and its beneficent influence was already bsginning to be felt
throughout the States At this time (1825) so unselfish had been his labors,
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1798 Joshua Formen (continued)

so prodigal had been his use of time and means for the general good of the
community, rather than for his own personal financial prosperity, that

it ig little wonder that his accumilated store of the world's goods was noi
great., Therefore when he recelved from & compeny in New York a remunerative
offer to superintend the opening of a copper mine near New Brunswick, N. J.,
he felt in view of all his circumstances that it wes best for him to me=-

cept it which he dide In the following year (1826) he removed his family

to the scena of hies work in New Jerssy. At this time hip wife had becoms

a hopeless invelid and her demise was not unlooked fore She died at Ten Mile
Run, neer New Brunswisk, im July 1828, deeply mourned by her husband and all
who had the good fortune to be numbered among her friends. Judge Forman

had been but a ghort time abeent from his former home when the State of New
York suffered a severe finsncial revulsion and her affairs, chiefly through
her defsctive banking system, became sadly deranged. Prompt reform was
demandsd by the publiec. In this crisis Judge Forman cams forward with a

plan of relief which, upon a special invitation from Governor Ven Buren, He
sutmitted to the Legislature, visiting Albany for the purposs. The plan was
so evidently & good one that it was most favorably received. At Governor

Van Buren's request, Judge Forman then drew up what was called the Safety
Fund Act, which wae calculated to give character to the currency in eirculation
and to protect its holders. This plan operated well for many years and the
Safety Pund Banke of this State sustained themselves under some to the
seversst and heaviest revulsions which the monied institutions of the country
have ever experienced. In the yearii1829-30 Judge Formen, in compsny with
others, bought up of the North Carolina State Governmeni about three hundred
thougand amcree of the wild or "refuse” lands of the State and the Judge re~
moved to Rutherfordton County . He took up his residence in Rutherfordton
#village ond there was immediately projected by him numerous improvements

for the general bemefit of the place. The mining and other ressurces of the
large tracts of land purchased were successfully developed under Judge Forman's
administration and meny sales of tracts were made by him, ponstituting his
principal business. On the Fourth of August, 1849, he died at Rutherfordtonm,
N. C. He left a second wife, who was a Virginia lady, a Mrs. Nelson at the
time of the marriage, At the request of his daughter, Mre. E. W. Leavenworth,
the rsmajns of Judge Formen were besought North and now repose in the beautiful
grounds of Oskwood" et Syracuse.

Information from "Comtemporary Biography of New York." Vol. II, 1882.
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CLASS OF 1798

JOSHUA FORKAN

The ancestry of this distinguished man has been certainly
treced, it would seem, no further than his father, Joseph Forman,
who weB borm probebly in New Jersey, according to the state-
ment of Hon. Eliss W. Leavenworth in the Leavenworth Geneal ogy,
on July, 1762. MlMr. Leavemworth believed him to have been
related to Generel David Forman, and liss or lirs. Ellen E.
Dickinson, who wrote the article on Judge Joshua Forman in the
Magezine of Ameriean History, vel. 8, held the same belief.
However, a definite etatemenmt of what the supposed telat ion-
ghip wea, is not furnished by either writer. The material
for the presert sketch has been obtzined from both accounts.

Joseph Formen, the father of Joshua, was a merchant in
New York City at the bresking out of the Revolutionary fer.

He then retired to Pleassnt Valley, Dutechess County, N. Y.,
where his eldest son Joshua was born, September 6, 1777.

Near the close of the eighteenth century he removed to Troy,
Hew York, where he was a member of the firm of Formen & Traecy,
and was & deacon in the Presbyterian Church. He removed to
Onondaga Hollow after his distinguished son had gone there,
and there he is buried.

Joshua Formen, &8 has just been st ated, wes borm in 1777 in
Fleasant Velley, Dutchess County, N. Y. He was educated af
Union College at Schenedtady, . Y., where he gmaduated with
honor, snd studied law at Poughkeepsie and New York City. Soon
after completing his professionsl studies he married largaret
Alexander. She wes the daughter of Boyd Alexander, M. F., for
Glasgow, and was on a visit to this country at thet time. Their
meeting ies said to have been under romantic circumstences but
the particulars are not given by the narrator.

In 1800 Joshua Forman removed from New York City to the
promising village of (nondaga ¥alley, then called Onondaga Hollow,
and his father and brothers and sisters also removed thither,

A law partnership was formed with Williem H. Sabine, his brother-
in-law, in 1B803. The business prospered, and the firm became
widely kmown in the State. On the organization of the Court of
Common Pleas in 1813, Joshus Formsn wes appointed judge, &nd
gerved ten years in that capacity. Having been elected tc the
State Assembly in 1807, he became impressed with the importence
of constructing a canal to connect ILake Erie with the sea, and
introduced the resolution looking to the construetion of the
canal, directing a survey to be made of the most eligible and
direct route. The measure was long looked upon as vieionary,
but, a8 all know, was eventually carried out to the great benefit
of the State and City of New York. In HNovember, 1825, when

the canal had at last been completed, amd Givermor Clinton and
his suite were meking their first passage through the camal,
Judge Forman was selected to meke the adiress to the Govermor at
Syrecuse, and the Governor in his speech made reference to

Judge Formen's commection with the inceptiom of the great work.
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CLASS OF 1798-~JOSHUA FORMAN--2

A8 & member of the committee from Syrecuse, Judge Forman slso
attended the ceremonies of mingling the walters of Lske Erie
with the ocean at Sandy Hook.

In 1819 Judge Forman founded the City of Syracuse. Therd
were previous to his coming but two frame houses on the site.
He removed there and wes the meams of its becoming a growing
and prosperous oity. There ie in Syracuse a smell park called
"Formen Park" in honor of the founder, =md a monument has been
erected to his memory in the same ecity.

In 1826 he removed to Hew Brunswick, New J ersey, where he
was interested in a copper mine. Shortly after his removal to
New Jersey the banking laws of New York were seen to be defective,
and on Governor Vem Buren's invitation Judge Forman presented
to the legislative committee of New York a plan which he had
formed and at the Governor's request drew up the "Safety Fund
Eanking Aet", which most suceessfully sceomplished the objects
for wihich it was designed. During the Civil War period the
United States government employed the idea of this act in
esteblishing national banks.

In 1830 he removed to Ruthe rfordton, North CUarolina, where he
had purchased an extensive tract of land--some 300,000 acres--
and there passed the remainder of his life. He established there
& newspaper, & printing press, and a stage line, and was the
leading citizen of that part of the State. His first wife having
died in New Jersey, he married lliss Sarah Garrett of Werm Springs,
Tennessee. In 1831 he visited Syracuse, snd was presented by the
ceitizens with a silver pitcher amnd goblets, suitably inscribed.
He visited Syracuse again in 1846, snd a public dinner was given
in his honor. A few yeara after this visit, he died (1848) at
Rutherfordton, and was buried s Syracuse in the Oskwood cemetery.

Joshue Forman was an eloquent spesker, an sble lawyer, and &
most useful and publie spirited citizen. OFf a socisl and happy
disposition, well informed, sand possessed of the ability to
impart his knowledge to others, he had, as lir. J. V. H. Clark
( the suthor of Clark's Onondaga) justly remarks, & mind of no
ordinary cast.

lir, Clark's book has been freely drawn upon by Mr. Leavenworth,
§E%4alan by Ge S+ Strong--(Berly Landmarks of Syracuse published

L)

Joshua Forman had six children, among them two sons, Boyd
Alexander Forman, who died,leaving a son; and Joseph Forman, who
héd e son, Joshua, born 1855,

FROM The Forman Geneal ogy
Anme Spottswood Dandridge
The Forman-Eassett-Hatch Co.
Cleveland, Ohio, 1913,

utSLOf1 798 foupan 8 -000 1%




1798 JOSHUA FORMAN

DIED: At New-BErunswick, in New-Jersey, on the 18th
inst. Mrs. Margaret P, Forman, wife of Joshua
Forman, Esq., formerly of Syracuse.

Albany Argus
July 29, 1828,
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JOSHUA FORNAN.

Died: Near New Brunswick, N. J. an
the 15th inat., lire Margaret P, For=-
man, wife of Joshua Forman, esq.,
formerly of Syracuse.-

Albany Argus, July 29, 1828.

uCsLaf 1 7490korman - 3. G330



Alamini Notes
1798

The Syracuss Hevald of Feb, 17 presents
a long article on Josmoa Fomsrax and his
connection with the eity of Syracuse. To m
summarize: Mr. Forman moved to the On- i
ondaga Valley lo practice law in 1800, In
1807 he was elected to the Assembly on & %
canal ticket and worked contineally for the
Erle Canal. When he removed to Syracuse / Fj 2
in 1810, the village had a hotel and two
frame houses, while log houses were geab-
tered over the dry portlon of the clearing,
Through Mr. Forman's influence, the legis-
lature enacted a law in 1822, authorizing
the lowering of Onondaga Lake and drain.
age of the marshland, Under the act;, the
gite which iz mow occupied by Syracuse was
mude healthful; and Mr. Forman is now
recognized us the founder and benefactor of
Syracuse.

Ta .r'f.u.. & d-.{-“:a"rw &

nilaw Ca!:f'aza - C&u—n.f?q.:’!‘

Forera i Hﬁrw%"
P raak-

JOSHUA FORMAN, 1798, was a member of the Philomsthean Society.

Philomathean Catalogue 1830.
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1798 Joshua Formen

Helen Sophia Forman, daughter of Joshua and Margaret

Ann (Alexander) Forman, was born in Syracuse, March
30, 1814. Married Elisha Miller Whitney, born Esopus,
N. Y,,S5eptember 18, 1806; a merchant.; on August 18,
1831 by Rev. D. Dyer, Episcopal. They settled in
Poughkeepsie, N. Y,, and, in 1874, were living at 318

Main 5t., where he was engaged in the carper trade.

Whitney Family of Connecticut
yol.l.: Pti g

S. Whitney Phoenix

Privately printed

New York 1878
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1798 JOSHUA FORMAN

Son of Joseph and Hannah Forman, who, previous
to the Revolution, resided in the city of MNew York,
was born at Pleasant Vaslley, Dutchess Co., N. Y.,

6 September, 1777; graduate at Union College in
1798; studied law withoPeter W. Radeliffe, of
Poughkeepsie, and Samuel Miles Hopkins, of lNew
York; married Margaret Ann Alexander, who was born
in Edinburgh, Scotland, 25 December 1783, daughter
of Hon., Boyd Alexander, M. P, for Glasgow, Scotland.
They settled, in 1800, in Onondaga Hollow, N. Y.,
and he took the lead in all that tended to develop
the value of that part of the State. !He was the
founder of Syracuse, and the leader in the first
legislatiwe action in relation to the Erie Canal,
He died at Rutherford, S. C., 4 August 1849,

Whitney Family
Yol. 1 ©D. 357

3, Thitney Fhoenix
Ne. Y. 1878
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JOSHUA FORMAN:

It was probably the general discussion of this great
theme, more than the result of any one influence, which
led to the crystallization of the movement , when on
February 4, 1808, Joshua Forman, a member of the New
York Legislature from Onondaga County, offered the
following:

"Whereas the President of the United States by his
message to Congress, delivered at their meeting in
October last, did recommend that the surplus money

in the treasury, over and above such sums as could

be applied to the extinguishment of the natlonal

debt, be appropriated to the great national objects

of opening canals and making turnpike roads. And
whereas the State of New York, holding the first
commereial rank in the United States, possesses

within herself the best route of communication be-
tween the Atlantic and western waters, by means of a
canal, between the tide waters of the Hudson river
and Lake Erie,--through which the wealth and trade

of that large portion of the United States bordering
on the upper lakes, would forever flow to our great
commercial emporium., And whereas the legislatures of
our sister States, have made great exertions to secure
to their own States the trade of that wide extended
country, west of the Alleghanies, under natural advan-
tages vastly inferior to those of this State, And where-
as it is highly important that these advantages should
as speedily as possible be improved, both to preserve
and inerease the commerce and increase the commerce
and national importance of this State: Resolved, (if
the honorable the Senate concurs herein) that a Jjoint
committee be appointed to take into consideration the
prosperity of exploring, and causing an accurate sur-
vey to be made of the most eligible and direct route
for a canal to open a communication between the tlde
waters of the Hudson river and Lake Erie; to the end
that Congress may be enabled to appropriate such sums
as may be necessary to the accomplishment of that great
national objeot."

In the general appropriation bill now passed the sum
of $600 was allotted to a survey of this proposed canal
and the work was done by James Geddes, whose report, at
a later day, became important.

Mr. Forman's bill passed, but amounted to nothing.

The Great American Canals
Ppe. 50=51

Archer Butler Hulbert

The Arthur H. Clark Co.,
Cleveland, Ohio

19204
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oy Presichen
CEORGE G. FRYER

WViee Presidents
CHARLES A. HUDSON
CEYLON H. LEWIS

/ nondaga // /?Wfrx/ F/Hr:?ffr?/ o7, AN R ei i

If.,_ /. /[ ALBERT !-‘.: MeCHESNEY
/f‘f?f(/..'r{ D /; /// ) .|-|:rl1nr|-1.11

FRANKLIN H. CHASE

3 MG‘N GOMERY STREET

%,JZ ;1.'!7‘2,7
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Patterson, Lot

- =

Recorids show cone

Lot Patterson
Pvt. in Capt. Leonard Kellogg's Co.,

Detached Riflemen (Noseley's) MN.Y.Militia

Commencement of service: July €, 1812

Fxpiration of service : Oct .28, 1812

"Prisoner to the enemy--on parole"
Subatitute fof Joshua Forman. See card for
himr '%

Yar of 1212 Record
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Popman, Joshus
fromt Poughkeansis , .
Last reslidencet "uUsherford, 1aCa

Heacords show one

Joshua Forman
Pvt. Detached Riflemen (Mcseley's)N.Y.Militia

Furnished a subatitute in person of Lot
Patteraon--gee card for him.
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