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Boris,Wundﬁip.l 0000 - 'v;  ¥ ’ff7: 10:30 pum.. |

'-f,S.B. Has Mrb. Brown told you what we are doing? We are 1nterv1ew1ng people Wwho have 1""’
- an experience in Hurope either before the first W.4. or between the wars. And. the

Co purpose is to reconstruct a an era that no longer exists, that is Jewish communltlesjf

sg,;'w‘\o in Europe (Eﬁ\the Holocaust. And the ultlma.te purpose of this is to: »put these ta.pes

before
" and transcriptions in a llbrary, in the College library for students of Jew1sn
history and students of RuSSlan hlstory to use.. Do you unaerstand‘what we! ‘re
L say1ng7 ; T . »

St By W, fes.n : ST :
'S.B, Now,: there may ‘in the: future be:some.sort- of-publicatlon, tnls we are,
the. very beery distantﬁfuture andjue axm and have no-idea of this at ‘this.- instan ;
in- time.The. main ing : ant to-doiis fo:

««««««

city of Warsaw in“Poland,
he?areafln,warsaw ‘in-which:you lived?;
e : Tive part.of the’ ghetto, what they. called’ ghett
"ot when<I live ,there; They didn't call it'ghetto.  They ‘didn"t know what’ ghetto .
wiItrwas Just a: Jew1sh distrlct “Where: mOStly Jewlsn people- lived ‘but not alto— i
gether Jewlsh.,jihey lived in large buildings, fouxr: stories was large.leost of - R

merchants.. They had stores' "Bvery bulldlng practicallj had’ a store L

8, B, .Can: you tell us’ somethlng about the bulldglng,tha ¥y
"-a B.We- Yah. Well that buildlng was: pretty large. And, I'll:tell you abouttthe-bullding
- " whexe we lived before 1 left, not'when I was born. Because I don't remember it. =
Tl That-building had. by -our definltion five flights. And it.had an inside, two inside -
65q\" courts, European style, w1th\a garden  inside,- the court, x® with-a- janitor living
' in the: first passage into the building and' on each floor xhax® they might have .
"then,-each floor,-there’ were.. families on. ~each- ‘side of the corrldor.-bo on four
floors: would be eight: .families,. They were spread all around the. courss, You
may: imagine th t:th wwould be probaoly something like . 6& famllies llVlng in that
- house. ERRRY : :
S.,B, Were-all of them: Jewish g ' : W
B,W.  Not- necessaril‘ but*probably 80 percent:wer :Jewish The Janitor of course was
not Jewish.» - e

8.3,
UBLW. R S
. S8.B. Did.you have-ho and cold running: : : 7 R
. B.W. No,.we: Just, cold iater, yes. Tbllets‘ABut we had no hot water. That had to be
: prepared R Lo , e
. 8,8, How -was that° 4y - S T A
B.W., Just boiled,- Just warmed'up. And. poured 1nto a large dlsn and that <] how we s

washed, Otherwise we. only ‘had. “cold water, Ior washlng. RPN
. And what about bathroom facilities? = o ".71v"'
2 Yes, there was. bathroom facilities, ‘with runnlng water(on style7)

Would you characterize this building: asd the street or area in whlch you llvedﬁ
as a middle class area? working class? well to do?
B.W, Ho. That's by no means well to do., It was lower middle class. It was. the very S
poor area where-the Jewlsh. people lived, there were some other areasthere the very
poor Jews llved But it was a. lowec mlddle class, mostlj people R :

@
w W
b o= W




T - who had small buisinesses, stores, small stores, They lived,.. 1 didbknowwthe'
‘§§§;f§' \\man who owned that buildign, never knew, never met him, mExmxxiaEx I didn't know . _
=+ \vho it was., ‘But I know one family which...There was a Hasidic family lived in our:

o) flight of houses, Hasidle family. A typical family xad with everything( .. :
D and they lived in a bg house like that. - ) T T
3.B. Was the landlord...You say you didn"t know the landloxd?

3,W., I didn't know the landlordf. - - ' .

. §.B. But did you know if he was Jewish? = . = . I'mnot - - R

B,W, Idon't know . for. sure, but I'm pretty sure. that he was, /Absolutely sure of it,
but very probably:he.sas. Jewish. There were-some very rich Jews there, who
all,these~places{#j f S RTLTR :

‘”i:S.B. Now-at what;time,lappqulmaéély/tiﬁégiigmxg_ ii&éjinj¥hié hOuﬁé5

B.W.

S.B. Didiyou. 1
".B,W. In’some other house
" fromithisionev.wher

" brothers,.we:llved on’some. other:s

some ‘other: Btreet, Not maybe:two,: three streets aua
eA‘iiedg‘nfthatfwahehéﬁeﬁweré'little'bCys,= here were wtwo
o , : : teet which'doesn't exist now;”
S.B. Caniyou tell’us. sometliing about: our' family? What didyour father fo?x
.B.w.Afphﬁyes;yMyffgtbgriwasﬁaipréttY;sﬁchSSfulﬁbusinessman*upito'the‘fifst‘W;w;,w
' Heh_pme.;.he}came;fromVéjrathér”religiousférthodqx'family, my grandfather -had a
1~long;beardﬂandiworegthe?xxgx capdta:;Xougknow?thercapota.~1And,my’gran&mothere<
' was atypical’orthodox’Jewess with'z everything goes with. You observed Saturda
you knbg}?speCialfway;[Butflv~father€was”more'6rfless emancipated, He didn't wear:.a:
: ‘peard. He didn't wear‘a moustache(l).He didn't wear a hat all-the time:like m

v‘grahdfatherJdid.-And'his~business}’from;my<very“early years I don't remember, but i
. during -the W.W.,I he had. an establishment where he was, it was like a woodworking:.
" facilities, now what is,. what do we call this in the United States? He had,.. . =
he was selling panels, and to carpenters. So he electrical machinery there at o
that time. PR - ‘ : - EEE
Did he have a factory?.

Yes, It was... e

Was it a lumber yard? ‘ = -

Yes, it was a lumber yard. It was some kind of a lumber yard where he bought
caw wood and by means of this electrl 2l machinery saX¥® sawed it im wooden .
beams and... - » : . L
3,8, wWas this in the citybof Warsaw? | - : B
B.4, Right. ' '

3,B. The lumber yard was right in the city? : . BT
B.W. Yes, right in the city. I think it was in the back yard of one of the houses. In
the front people lived. In the back, the whole back yard was just this factoxy. - Lo
5,8, Now did he rent that or did he own it? R N
B.W., No., He rented it. He rented it. But when the war started the-Russian German . war
started after a year or so, the Germans came in Warsaw, I think they came in August - -
1915, a year after the war started, and they confiscated all the wood he had, I
guess some of the machinery he had. And from there on he was a luftmensch, You -
know &wk what I mean? . R ) - -
- Yes, I know, But why don't you say what a luftmensch 1s? .
Yes, It means he tried to,..attempted to do the kind ‘of a business which he-
could manage to have, That means, for instance, I think that sometime he was .-
making ovelts, cutting belts for men and women. And on other occasions he worked !
had, a partner with his brothe in law and theyy were selling all kinds of clothing -*
%o the stores, Buying it wholesale and selling itto the retallers, - Ty s
S,B, Can you tell us something about your education? : S T
W, O.K, BNy father in spite of the fact that during the first ¥W.¥. he lost his .o 7
. capital and so on, he was able to put us through school, three brothers. And oo
It'm the oldest and the middle brother, who ...and the youngest brother. Now, we . .
all went to gymnasium, you know, which is like a high school and those are private
ones. He nad to pay tuition, — ' o B A
5.3, How, before you went to. the gymnasium, wonere did you go? IR
5,3, Before, we studied Hebrew with Yebpew teacners in some kind of a cheder. - .=

.
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3., You went to the cheder?
Yes, ~Only for a very short time., Learned some Hebres,

Now what language dld jou speak at home? )

Polish, A .

You spoke Pollsh’ R : ’ -
Yeah, Not Yiddish, but Polish, iy parents spoke Yiddish to each other, but to
. us they spoke Polish, Polish- is my mother language, not Yiddish. DT
3.83. VWhat about the rest of the people in. the apartment house7 Dld they soea& Ylddlsh?
B.w., Mostly, ; i e
.._S8.B. They:spoke Yiddish. Now . xkx how do you attribute the fact that you spoke Pollsh
<.B,W,  Ohyibecause we .went ‘to the Folish school.. A

- L.B. You: went to the Polish. publlf‘scnool before
~B,W. Ghere were no: public schools
‘No?: Where dia” you go to SChool,bexore the ymnase

=
PN

- .

-

« e

W v W w
O v e

W, Nog. ‘The- schools we W n,,to,xmy‘brother and’ myself, we went-to a- Pollsh schood. -
There were no Jewish gymaas1ums, at that time;“~later on, I think that were.' :
not at that time when we were educatéd.’ LT i n .

S B, MNow'there must have been boys.and. glrls 1n these...fflV

%} B w mmmmmm ‘10... T
. In the apartment: ROUSES, o o clfir i Ry Ry

B .. Oh, yes. In the apartment houses. Not in the schools.:;‘g7 B
S5.B. lot in the schools. .In the apartment houses.._f -

B.W., Yes.- : C : o

S.B. ilow they spoke Yiddish7

B,%. Many of them, yes, But also Pnllsh.‘ Pbllsh was a w1dely spread language oetween
’ the- Jews.‘Every Jew had to larn POIish = S 1‘ :

S.B, Why? . R B T A M :

B.W. Because he sold things to the Poles.And his contaots were not necessarlly Jewish
: There. were contacts: with the Folish workers. And they were selling them goods: and.:
: they ‘xmx= met them: and they spoke’ Folish and the children alsco learned Polish that
oﬁ/‘ﬂ way.UBut at home“ ey . spoke Ylddlsh. Now eur famlly was some: kind of ‘an assim late
WJ JQ e family.»f o e o o e T

U“ 3.3, .~ Where were your motner and father from° e ' R T S
\v&“ p\B.J.. Mv father was )born in" Warsaw, S0 was my grandfather. But my mother, i under tan
4 _was born. in Russia’ out came:to Poland at a 'very early age and aosorbed the: ¥
Polish language. She spoke Polish perfectly. So my father did L

Well,: There were no magaz1nes. Newspapers.
S.B. ihat language?. i -
"B.W, FPolish, Also. there ‘were a number of Ylddlsn papers, there were Der ‘Heint, De
foment, I don't—know if you know these names., But we didn't aosorb enough to
read. these Yiddish papers fast, We had to read very slowly because we»didn't learn:
, Yiddish, We...Ll understand Yiddish, But I never spo&e it. . .
S.B. Well, you spoke it to your parents didn't you?
B.W, No,»I-just said- I spoke rollsn.

S.B. Always-Folish. ' : AT
B, W. Dut I understood Yiddish. nght now, I understand Yiddisn.vl‘donvt ‘inderstand




~_B.W. Well, I don't know. I wouldn't say "claes“. But 1t's a different uporlnoing and

’{ﬁ3L.B. Well, what was the dlfference° e : : ' ' ’ =
‘52 B.W. The: difference .was tne tendency on<my famlly was to absorb the Polish cultur°

®
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Hf}S.B. Now, was this...were you fairly unique in the building?
LB.4, In this building where we lived, uh, I would say that we were about maybe in the .

everytaing. But I coulen't speak it..

minority. We had some friends wno had the same situation with the famlllies that o
they were somewhat assimilated. In the same building, another three, four families.
1.3, Would you say that the difference between those Jews who spoke Folish and whose .
children spoke Pplish and those who spoke only Yiddish was one of class?

different outlook on life, .

and ‘to-become part of, the Folish. 1ife and- ‘that" 's. the way. they brought us up...
The . others¢didn’ ‘have:this concep 'of aosorbing*rollsh ulture and a531m11ating

oT < 1, mostlj‘Ylddlshjrather than
1 Hebrew‘was not spoken only Ylddlsh. And they‘were ‘religious, they were.’”
- ' v . spoke -Yiddish.. My family was not’

They were not :
CAs:I said my father was qulte eman01pated.
Daturday. e -
- Did:he work on. Saturday? E : ST S
 Yes. No! Excuse me,‘no, he didn + 'ork'on ‘Saturday. .But he smoked cigarettes..
My maternal grandfather.smoked . omgarettes on. Saturdaj.‘Andetnat was many years _
ago, . that was around 1910, 1912, S . N e
Did you go to the synagogue? . ' S VL ' - P
Yeah. To the central synagogue. ‘We were golng to tne real central synagogoue in o
Warsaw which was destroyed. Where the rabbi was Dr. roznanski. You know the name? - -
And 'that synagogue was an Orthodox synagogue. 3ut it had an organ and women were
‘separated from men but then occasionally on Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashona we would
go to a real shul, for the Holy Day of Yom &ippu& from .very eaxrly for the whole
"day, . And Rosa Hashona we did, When we were little. But when we grew. up wedidn't - -
go. We attended occasionally but not all the time. .
B. How often did the family attend the synagogue?
W. ‘They hardly attended on Satuxday. -
B Jus on Rosh Hashona?.
..Just on Rosh Hashona and other high holy days.Although my grandnarents did..
5.B, Where did your grandparents live?
B.#., ©Ch, they lived also in the same area, not very far from us. In one of ‘the
buildings there too, probably on the second flowor tnere.
.B. Wnat about your maternal grandyarents?

My father smoked cigarettes on .

S
. B.,W. My maternal grandparents. Iy grandparents came from Russia
S

JB. And they continued to live in Russia?
B.%, Yo, no, They came to Poland early when my mother was quite young and they establlsned
unemselves in foland and my grandfather, ny maternal grandfatner was guie eman01nated
who -
by that time, he was educated Hde knew Russian language very well, And he was wrlting
letters and fillled ouwt papers for people when they wanted to write Russian govern- .
ment, he could do that. So he was pretty well educated from that point of view, :
L,B, I want-to know what the differnece is between the central synagogue and. the real
shul? .
B,4. The central synagogue was, it sas somewhat...it was in tae center of the city, a
big building, with quite large synagogue, very well,..with a numbexr of...with
valeconies and with abmost up to date arrangements whicn I have seen in other
synagogues here and people who belonged to that synagogue had to pay some money -
to the,..yearly dues,. Not..,And only those who could afford belonged ta that.
synagogues, Otherwise they attended these small shuls who were on many streets
and those consisted maybe of three rooms or so where they prayed, whéch was not

very lzrge rooms, like an apartment, and that was the synagogue.

3.3, So by and large then, it would be the more well to do people - who belouged to the.
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central synagogue?
B W. To the central synagogue, yes. fes, my middle brother was a great friend of
Dr. Poznanski's son, you know, the rabbl., And he was a docnor. He had a doctorate
S )YMN degree and he was...and he preached in Folish, .
' The sermon was thén in Folish.
In Polish, yes. He preached in Hebtew of course, out == the sermorn was in Eblish.
Freached in Hebrew? . : A "
Yes, . S
Well, no, he dld the llturgy probably in Hebrew. : o
Yes, , o
In other words the pryalng was- in Hebrew..;
In Hebrew, but the sermon would he Pollsh.
_No Yiddish. S e E
. No: Yiddlsn. '

In the central synagogue.vvw
I don't remember. Probably no
course* theJ...Heorew exclus1
There was no Pollsh? v
¥o.. Oh, no! Mo, Mo, : These w completel different. Completely ‘differént
. That's like Sholom Aleichem describes tnose.u”
I wondered why you.called it-av"real ‘shuk”? i o
Ah, because it is a real shul. and a shul like this I’ thlnﬁ I have seen 1n
Boston, I've seen...when ‘I came- to the United States I lived nearfB ton
think I've seen one, very similar. ST g '
. 8.B., So, can you describe again the—currlculum ‘of the gymaasium° o
B.W.  Yes. All you had to. do is to know how to read and write to get into the gymnasiun. o
: You had to have a private tutor someway to learn.nox to read and wrlte. : '
‘8.3, And (In?) Folish?. , , ~ o
B,W. Folish, yes. e
S
B

“j}and;PéliSn;*Bu in the shuls

.B. And what age now,. elght or n1ne7 '
- B,HW.. He started like this eight or nine, yes. Beglnnlng w1th the first year well there -
SN was expoundlno (?) and reading and so on, and arithmetic and then it went on
~ pretty serilously and we learned, what, arithmetic, alpebra, history,. geograpny,
.B, Folish hlstory7 s
I P 1 E ) Exm@ixxaxxmnx No international...On, there s a compll—w
cation ‘because when I went to gymnasium the Russians were in power and they imposed
on these Folish schools certain rules. The rules were that hlstorywas taught in
, Russian. o I . oon .
S.B., Ian the Russian language. e ’
B.W., language, And we had to learn. Russlan then. And they, taught us RuSslan. Lanbuages, :
we learned German, French, French was favorite.|lost educated Foles speax French.‘—x?;;f
: ——German was last. . R
Vaany of them, at least in my\tlme thej did, -And then there was algebra, arlthmetlc,.w4'
history, Russian’ history, mostly of Russian history, very little Polish history.A, :
That was suppressed.’ : i s il
5.8, Were your teachers. Polisn or Rus51an7
B.W. Some Folish, some - Russian. e
S
B

.B. Jewish teachers?: T - . . = . ;
i, DlNo, not in these schools. I don t thlnk I even remember Jew1sh teachers, but now I

remember sometning. There must have been some schools where, which were, where only

Jewish boys and girls went. Because my girlfriend was going to:one of these schools

which was run by Jewish people and she had Jewish teachers. She learned practially

everything in Folish, not in Yiddish but in Polish, but it was fostly for Jewish

- Beople., We went to a @chool which was for mixed people, ‘Poles and Jews.~

. 8,8, How many people were in the school? :

. B.W. How many? There were.,.well now there were seven classes and there were probably .

aoround 14 pupils in each class so it would be around 300, . S :

Sb3.., Tnree hundred people in each class, ‘uh, in the school. 2
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10

B.¥.. About 40 in each class. And after we graduated from their school then we had to -

@

pass, get a matura examination. You know what matura was, that's zhxxxxx like -
here a 7Regents, before you could apply to the Unlver51tJ.Av
Now did you take an exam, an examination?
A very strict examination which lasted quite a long time,
How long? .
It would last probably for sometnlng like three, four days and each day nLght oe :
four hours. ‘ L o o B2
. And’ which subJects were covered? : ; G
- There were covered mathematics,. history language. IR Sl e
: Now, about how many of the 300 people xled,were JewlSh 1n tne scnool? :

»»IEUh!
. Welre talxlng aoout before.- 1914 :
oWy, you see -that was, well no,- 1914'?1915,

g fromh1910 1911 to 1916 or so, and;I: had many. friends Who were not necessarlly 4

A'1Jew1sh and we didn t sufFer from p;aciica; antl—senlulsm.ﬁ,f, o ER

~anti—aemitlsm... S
Well, ‘we have not oeen moéeste& KON
You'were not molested. -Wnat about anybodj calling you names7 Sl
I don't remember this- deflnitelj, but 0.X. well they'll say, well,: you Jew, or

something like that, .You Jew, Christ-killer, occasionally, but that cameé from
some boys who had this kind of a outlook on Jews émposed by their families and
they came from different famllles S0 OCC&aiOHallj there was something, But the
teachers were not. o ,

S.B, You don't remember any anti- semitism, .. :

B,W, No. Yo, No. Cn the whole I don't remember any feellng about being in some way

exposed to anti-semitism, not in school.

S.8. Well, let me ask you this question, In the period up to 1916, that is into your

: adolescence, was antl semltlsm a factor in your life? - -

B.W. Yes... ,

- 8.3, How? .

B.i. 2Because you see I was in engineexring school...

S.B, This is after the gymna51um9 '

B.W., Yes, "

3.B. But before that. .. B

B.4. Before that... .. = ’ —

S.B8, Were you afraid to walk on tae strﬂets

B.W. Well, there was something like it. ‘Now when they had a Catholic procession which
is called Corpus Christi, I don't know if you know this, Jewlsh boys, girls would
clear the streets. They wouldn't stay there and watcn the process1on.

3.8, When you were a young boy? :

RB.#. The procession would leave the Church the (atholic church which was in ocur neigh-
bor hood was the (Catholic church, a . large church, wnen the procession leave with
the priests, the population walking along, un, we would, well parents told us to
stay home, Don't be on the streets. How if we were on the sireets, what would have
nappened I don't know. o . :

3.3, liow, the next question I want to ask you is a very difficult one. It's difficult
for me to thrase and I would imagine because it is difficud for me to phrase it
would be difficult for vyou to answer. You spoke xm about a way of looking at life,
your family looked at it a little bit differently than the more unassimilated.zxmy=

B, Tes. groups.,

5,3. Do you remeumber your father speaking to you about what we are, wnat our future
will e, what type of behaviour we snould practise? : o
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- B.W. Well, nowthe father said, now remember he was in business, but he wanted his
sons to be educated and be professional people. S0 he knew that I wanted to go
to engineerinz, he knew that my middle brother wanted to be a mathematician, he
didn®t know what my youngest brother wanted to do. . So having this, he knew that
he had to direct us to go to certain schools, learn certain things and educate
ourselves that way. Now many Jewish families didn't have that ambition. They.
wanted. their children to be business men, to do the small business, the small .
store -and housekeepers and storekeepers and-let's say small artisans,-like. Jews
were - like tailors, you know, well, cobblers, very many . tailors, Jew1sh tallors.\

unat was sent to a Polish speaking Pblish operated,gymnas1um. Youﬂread Polls“'
‘ newspapers. BEvidently your father-must have believed that it was: possible Toxr:
. his children to become professmonal people.e ‘Was he. optimistlc about ‘the. futur
: Yes. He was. He was,,.he didn!t have many. contacts ‘with:Poles. His: contacts
were m0stly with Jews.: Practically -exclusively with Jew1sh people’ ut We . as
children, we had contact with and; ‘played. with Polish chlldren even® in our neigh
borhood. thers, Andwhen we'went’ to ‘gymnasium and so.on we were surrounded by the
Poles & and we were , we accomodated ourselves that way. " And “there’ was no: particular
problem, Although- there was an antl-semitism, if you,ask me was .there anti-semi-
tism in Poland at that time,: T say yes. In respect to-the merchants,“in,respect
to the Jewish business, in respect to ‘the Jewish doctors... ey
Did your father tell you, did” he complain about anti—semltism?
Yes. . - - - T R 2
Nhat did he say
I mean, did he say for example, tnat there were laws...? Restricting him,..? -
You see...lo, no. I don't think that he was restricted by any particular laws -
in his business. But.he knew that the Foles like the Jews., It's like dogs don't -
kike cats. That's the way, they just don't get along. And the Poles called Jews - .
Cnrist-killers and they have notbeen permitted to enter for instance Russian. @ .
Universities in Russian gymnasiums., You know they. were gymnasiums there, strictly’
Russian., The children of Russian government officials, There were‘Russ1an wiversi-
ties in Warsaw. . The Jews had numerus clausus, they were only five per cent, Jews
permitted in these Russian schodls, And so ithere was no numerus clausus in the
Folish schools, not obvious. - There were some Polish schools, when they wouldn't -
admit a Jew, a single Jew., To those we didn't go. Some exceptional schools to
waich" Polish upper classes have sent their children, there we dind not go. And
, we knew what schools those weres= : ; S
- 5.3. UNow, do you remember having any- politlcal conversations w1th your fatehr° For
‘ example dld he say anything to.you. about rolish nationalism, were there any
o sympathy, or lack:of. SJmpatny..;J?g" Sz S
B.W. Yeah., There was...there, I think. that, it's so many years now as you prcbably R
‘ can iioure out, I think tnat my father was more sympathetic to the Russians than’*,“5”‘
to the PYles, e
S.B. He was moxe sympathetic to the Russians uhan to the Eoles? Now was that because, ERRE
. of Polish anti-semitism?. L R
B.W., Of Polish anti-smmitism, yes. Of course, Poland was part of Tsarist Russia.
%” *  The Russian Tsar was king of Poland. So, and the police was Russian, and he = - -
: could get along with the Russian: police by bribping them and so I guess he wasr?f .
pretty well satisfied with the Russians, However, .I who went to the Poligh =z R
schools, had a feeling which came from the school agdinst the Russ1ans. Poles,;li'”' L
Catholic Poles never liked the Russians. They called them’ oppressors and theree
was a war going on there, a revolutionary war, in that time.- : :
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'B,¥W. Correct. : . PR
$.3,. All right, now, Yere you 0005010us, were. you and your-zather conscious of what

.8.B. - Now, did you know about he...
) S'B' YOL\ mew.o-

joviNdslRvs I dr il vs IR ¢s)

3,4, No, I dida‘t, No. IXcuse me, I belonged to the Jewlsh bCOUtS, Boy- bcouts..ﬁfQ
‘3,3, Jewlsh Boy Scouts., N

~ 5,8.,You rememver singing Hatlkvan.

3.B. How did you know, be;ore xx gettlng into this, so am I right in saying that L
because you went to the Polish schools and studied Polish history and were with.
Folish boys, you began to feel some sympatay for the Poles vis a vis the Rus51ans.

That 1s correct? A 4 o

was happening in other parts of the Ru551an emplre7
B.W. Well, yes, there-was the Bellis trial

f:,B.H. Lven my age.
VS.BO
. Bu.

It was'l9ll,

=¥
pletely knowledaeabl .
names of . that li‘qera ‘
I w1sh,you would'tellu‘hemi e“ s
‘Do ‘you remembex, the:names now g
I'1L: try. to ‘Temember . but my mem ﬁ :
Knew all these things, and We ' wereﬁall ex01ted and,ycu know, the }oles, ‘the..
Latholics, if they dldn't like a. Jew they called him Beilis. They called him:
~ name. and ‘the name was Beilis.? But ‘g0 T was called Beilis sometimes. ¥ean, but
' that disappeared’ ‘after a’while because,Bellis trlal ended and Bellls left Rus31
- and went to Israel, to‘Palestine e
~ He-'went: here,:; h.,‘
He went to United States?
_He went to Saratoga.. ' LR T
Oh“really” I thought he went to... - T T T “4
No., sorry and then he went down to Erookljn. L
So.this trila of Beilis in Russia indicated (G ) and ‘then they
all knew about the Russian problems thexe the Chernyia Syutnja, the Black ﬂundfed
They knew about all these. They knew about pogroms. .
S.B. Did your Iatner ever discuss this. w1th you? -

B, W, Yes.
5.3, So you knew about the pogroms° You knew about Beilis? You knew about the Black

Hundred? . - g Ll N : o
B.W. Yes, oh sure, sure. . L - L -
3,3, Vhat about the various revolutionary grouns7 : .
B.W. No! We, I did not know. But there might have been others who did Know. But We ..

went to the 1905 revolution, in. tne citjbof Warsaw. : :

.2, But-you wers t00 young... - B - e
.il. I was only five years, but L rememoer. R S I
.3, Did you know about Pilsud.skn.’P

4, ©Oh yes. o .

,B., Before, llot 1ater on. Before l9lb out

Refore I din't know much about him, I found/éoout hlm,lauer after when he became
the head of the-legions, Austrian legions. =~
5.8, What about the Folikh boys in the school, -in.the gymnasium, was uhere any . talk
about an independent Foland? Was there any strong anti-Russian feeling there? .-
3,4, Now this I cannot definitely tell if they felt about independent Foland. 1 don’ t
know, I cannot answer that question, However, I think there were grouus I dld not
%now, not in schools, but outside 01 scnools... *
5,3, Did you belong to anj...Agaln, we're in tnis perlod up to 1910, dld you belong to
any Jewlsh organization? , o

.
w2
-

[

B,¥W., Yes, wnlch were Zlonists., hnlcb were inclined towards Zionism., I was a BOJ Scout
3ut I didn®t belong to. outright...on yes, 1 remember now singing hatlxvan. L
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S.,B.In the Jewish Eoy sScouts.
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" they had. men..,they formed the militia using these haulers. And when they would, - -

-
-
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-
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-
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this? . oo

B.W..,

‘the war affect you? . .- . -

- carry ‘bundles, wha

Yes, a

Did Zionism mean anythlng to you, in tnls oeriod, up to 19167

No, liot to me

To your fathcr? ' . &

T g,.my father...I can't tell you.‘hothlng partlcularly'obvious, so I don't know.
at that time, but later on it was.

low, the war begins, summer of’ 1914 how did the war affect you7 Ihe oeginning,ogﬁ

Well, we were pkased to see. the Germans come in
Heased? ,

In August 1915 tne~year'after the war’ brokenout the Germans took warsa
Wy o

We were. pleased beca_se

the olish anti~semitism

have any firearms;

XAXXEXE - Carters°
Wnat P
Carters.f s
Iell, _they carrled'us...q s
They 're carters and haulers._' »
They .carried.., i RS
You mean the yokes on. the shoulders7 : : :
On the. shoulders, yes,. If you waamted to mover Dac&&ges from one ‘place’ to anotner

andwhen. the hooligans would come into the Jewish areas there-and try to beat up -
people and break some stores, they were right there and. they fought them._ Lol
when the war broke- out, who did you want to win? .~ S

Who did you want to win? . Now this. is...we were pro—Germans.
And, you were pro-German NOW,... = % <
The Germans treated -'the Jews very*well No comparlson wlth the Na21s.n[’
All right, ©Now,.did you know this" ‘before? let's say the war breaks out, the sunmer
of 1914, you knew that‘the Germans were decent in their relatlons to Jews beforc

He knew that tnere were no pogroms, in Germany, but there were- pogroms in Ru531an
Ukraine, .in Klshlnev.ﬂWe knew that the Russian government was anti-semitic and we
knew that there was nosparticular: anti—semltism at that time in Germany and we

thought the Germans were much’ more: educated and intelllgent than the Russ;ans
and Jews spoke Yiddish which was in slang-you know the German, . . . 4

What about the boys in the gymnasium? Rixx Did they feel the dame way7 ixﬁnx

I don't know. But we wera under,German occupation from August 1915 until 1918
sometime, -

Can you tell us somethlng about that ocoupation°

Yes, Again, there.was hunger. Ther Germans took the food away frOm ‘the peasan S
and so on for thelr own use but they were quite strict but just. They were
for bread, you know the bread was erzatz, which had wood shav1ngs in it.

Sawdust. =

Sawdust, The doffee was not coffee but it was burned barley, eraztz cafe erzata
noney was not honey, but it was some kind of a modification of. somethlng I don't™
know and the Germansoldiers ate that, There was no butter. Some kind of a pecullar
sugar, Well, all these were distributed to the civil population but” we. all had .to'
have a card, you know, a max prov1sion card A card for provisions. and ‘we stood in‘line.,
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'B.W Zut the Germans also stood there in tne same line and mdde sure that the line &
" 1s going properly and the food is distributed prooerly o -
”L B, And roles and Jews? ; , : LT
_D.W, Stood in the same line. i o
L,B. And got the same rations? S ' ' : Ve
B.W. And got the same rations. There was no difference whatsoever,a as a matter of fact
one of the German officers was v151tuglmy aunt (laughs) and he wanted to oe taught e
.Folish, so...
. 3,8, lWas he Jewish? ‘ g
; B.W. Lo, I didn't see any uerman Jews in that army.‘ That was the Bavarlan army whlcn
KK%”ffoccupied Poland under King Leopold von?’( g;) with-a long beard. And I saw-him-and
aiowe didn't,..I don't zemember if . we did;hate, a;ter a/while, if we did ‘hate the Germans
“but they had,. they didnTtkill’ people, they didn't. ...thef were quite. strlct as I say”‘
/but maintained orger, - nilitary order, but they were -quite strict, They hhowever: were
vafter some Poles who Were trying to. erganize Polish guerrilas.. ‘Because- you- see the:
‘Russians ;were beaten,theucermans are?occunylng FPoles, so there was a possihlty“tha
“ Poland would ‘rise,|thatiz formlng units of! this tjpe. No “they '

~ L,B, I was- going to ask you u'
W
o betweens the Poles - and the Germans.; ;
L B. So they hated. them: both 7 They hated,everybody.then7 Bl
3. J. The Poles had a hatred agalnst th Russ1ans and the roles nad a hatre
 ‘the Germans.: oo g : '
L.B., And the Jews.:’*?‘ﬁ i T R R
B.W. And-they're both historical. Because’of tbe nistory. Espec1ally the- Germans because
”'the Germans- Germanized the ‘Foles in all- these areas which were originally Polish and
.were occupied by - the - Germans, they changed their names, they ellmlnated the Folish -
@ languages and these People é¢idn't even know that they were FPoles anymore, They were-
Germans with Polish names. So they. Anew about all of that. So there was always a’
hatred goes back to the Middle Ages. _
S.B. lfow, can you tell us anything else about the German occupatlon? -
B.¥. 0Onh, not much more except that they were as I say strict and there was, the occupa-
tion lasted from August 1915 until like November or beptemoer 1918, 4nat I' d seen was
a revolt in the German army.
S.B. You saw a revolt?. : :
B,4, Yes. At the end of the war. You know what happened? Ihe uermans soldlecs WNo were.
from Alsace Lorraine put on the French cockades amg on.their lapels, you know, and .
tore off thelr German insignia, ITwhixn ~ R

-3

5.2, This was in September of 19187 : co
B.W. Yes, when the Armistice was signed I guess. Cfficers, German of;lcers,‘well there .
was an interesting tnlng tnere. ‘The German soldiers wanted.to give their arms to rollsn

labvor. o v v
S.B. To the Polish laborers, to the Labor part1es7 : B
3.4, Yah. And they were I think prevented, some way or other from do:mb bnis.“-They'jUStﬂ
vwanted to creaté I guess a revolt by the Folish Iabot,
S.3. Did you and your father or you and anjbodj in 3 your famlly have any contact wit h the
occupying German army? S

B.W. Very little, lio, hardlj'any.~ We spoke German., I knew some uermdn.

3.B. ‘nhere did you learn the German?

2.¥. In school, , ' e
5.,B. liow, how was the school affected? Obviously they must have begun to teach German?; e
‘3.4, Ch, I think the schools shut down. : : =

a3, FOr how Along? S _ B
éﬂ‘ﬁ. During the Cerman occupation, For some time, shut down. I don't remember etactly ,
~ if they did shut down or not. I think they did and we had no particular contact with ..o .~

- the German army, with the German police. They had their own police you know, - ' ~‘”j
S.B, Is it fair to say, would I be right in saying that this was not a harsh occupatlon”5'
-¥.  Right. That's what I would say. It was not a harsn occupation except for nunoe‘~ »

o]
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B,W.. Which was there anyway. You Know the peasants did not ploduce, whatever tney
produced the Germans took and (divide 1t)71t

S.3B, Did vou see people starving?

B.W, DNo.

S.B, There was no starvation. liot to the best of your knowledve.

B.W. Ho, No, No starvation. llo, no, not in the city. laybe some in the v1llages, out
not in the city. ilo starvation., I would praise the German occupation, that it was-
an occupation which did not create animosity on the mrt of the ordinaxy person.;:

S.B.. liow you said that when the war broke out you were rather pro german. and you

i . were pro German oeoause jou felt that perhaps Germans took over the area tney

o AR L
would put an end to the anti semitic excesses of ‘the- Polish hooligans7 ﬁm& Did,they
Yes they would, They- did not countenance. any. anti “Jewish or any kind of:: demonstr

_ - tions of this type at all, They didn't.even understand them, I don't: ‘think sthey:

* understood those. demonstrations.—They Just kept ‘everything. quiet‘ They had patrol

,‘;f~over the. city you know, riding: on bicycles, blcycles ‘not motorcycles’ even, bicycles.

" And foot.soldiers and cabvalry and what was an. interesting fact which l remember

S.B.
B.W. ‘
tney came’ over and offere |
S.B. And used it? R

B.W., And .used it, I've seen,this, yes, i :

8.B. Can you remember, ., I assume  ther that there was no ev1dente, no manifestation
B.

 of anti-semitism by the Germans., 7
W, I would say No. No. No. Not to the population, dlscrlmination or anytning like- e
that at all. : , ' BRRRS : ) SR

@ S,B, HNow you were born 1n 1900
B.W. 1900, yes.
S

.B, liow, thels is 1916 1917, 1918 E Dld you have a problem with conscription°

You were coming on military age. . - u _ e

B.W, Well now that worked a little different. In 1918 of course the Armistioe was 3

*  signed and Poland became an independent country. So Poland immediately set up to
E build their army and there was a Folish army there under Filsudski but they were
taey fought with the Austrians against the Russians, And. this,they were called
legionnaires, these legions became a nucleus for the Polish army now under Pilsudski.
But the Germans did not care much for Pilsudski so they put him in jail in the |
Maréenburg fortress.. They arressed him. And another general took over ‘command,, = -
Now at that time they, the Polish army was formed, DNow it was a volunteer army.
At Tirst, There was no recruits, and the first volunteers were students "And I by
that time was a student already. - L - ‘ :
. let's deal with that one. You.were a student Bnere7 : 1 S : '
.W. In the Government Institute for Machine Desigh and ﬁxxhxns blectrical Engineering.
.B. But you said the schools: were closed, .

W. Yeah, but the schools apparently opened later on. And;I X eneered that school
and then Poland became independent the. schools closed again because all tne students
vent into the army. So I was not conscripted but I was a volunteer.,. - - 7 . -
 8.B,. You were a volunteer then in the new Polish za.rmy'> R U T o e T
B.W, In the new Polish army. e C . L B e
5.B, Vhat year plea=? 3
B.,¥. That was 1919, ' ‘ R - :
5.3. 1919. So you interrupted your schooling in this government institute... ,
B.W,.for Machine Design and Electrical Engineering. '
34,8, for Machine Design and Flectrical Englneering. Mow, this was a, what type of

program, three years, four years? '

B.W.. A four year program of engineering. This was a Polisn school now.~"

S,3. A Polish school?
B,W, A newly formed Polisnh school

[vs}
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8.8, And you engered this school when?.

B.W. It must have been 1918,

S.B., Before tne end of the war?

3.W. Before the end of the war, yes. The Polish school, yes. And then the school. closed
and we went in the army. ,

5.3, Here there anybother Jewish boys in the school?

B.W, ©Ch yes. And they split. Some entered the army and others did not go,.

5.B. Wny did you entexr the army? -

B.W. Because I felt that was the proper thing to do. o

S.B. You were then an advocate of Folish independence? - = - - o
B.W, Folish independence, yes. - The others were also advocates of l‘ollsh independence,

I think, But they just didn't want to go into the armed forces, : T
‘S.B, Were:-you happy about:the creatlon'of an 1ndependent Poland° If you can remembe '
. back, at that point in time?: = Eh B
B.W. Un, Uh, Ididn't’ ‘think T had enough polltlcal acumen to de01de 1f‘I was happy -t
. that. time -or not,: It just.happened that WY o ire

L If you can put yourself”bac& now; ere you aware of what was hapnenlng at Versaillesiﬁ

’Ifes. il . S ;
Were you aware of the discu351onsﬂof mlnority rlgnts? *Vg-
Not very well. : L
. Were. you -aware that there were. any dlcus51ons7 ‘ TR T
Unh, no, T wasn't xd aware about miz minority probvlems, rig hts. I was aware about the i
: polltical problems which the Versailles treaty encountered, like the problem between
- Foland.and Lithuania, the problems between Foland and Ukralne in the soutnern part of
.~ Poland, I was aware about that part.” =~ -~ . o L
,*MS B, How long were you in the servme7 : o : ' C L
B, W, Well, from 1919 until after the war w1th Ru531a.
. 8.3, D d,you see comoat? 7 N
B.W.., Yeah, '

S.B. Where? : ‘
B.W, Well, the first comoat I saw in, the reglment I was in was the reglment which Wa.s
" called Academic Regiment, Legion. And that was the 36th infant try regiment, And we -
were sent south, to the south of Foland, to conguer the city of Lvov, you know which

is called Lemberg in German. Because that city was occupeid by the Ukrainians who
were part of the old x=mw Austrian army. You know, Ukrainians had an idea that can
unite the Russian- Ukraine with the Polish Ukraine right up to the bvorder which is
Czechoslovakia and Hungary and they have been a part of the Austrian army so they
were organized, And they had Austrian uniforms., The Austrlans gave, permitted thenm
to form these units. You know Austrians were vexry liberal you know, . The minorities
had their own divisiona and army units. So the Ukrainians had their own divigions and
the Foles had their own divisions like the leglons, Polish legion, and Czechs had - ,
thelr own. And well these Ukrainians occupled Lemberg, So our division who the army
tralned, was sent south on trains to expel the Ukrainians from Lvov.. And . that was
in January 1919. And I was: wouﬁded there, In combat, ngnt outside the 01ty of
Lemberg .

B, Did you exgperience andj anti«Jew1sh in01dents7 :

d. Well, now when we came, when our regiment came to the city of lLemberg we Found
out that not long time before we came there Was a pogrom in Lemberz, by the Folish
ALY o

5.8, &y the Polish army?

W, Yeah, And that really disturbed me and a few other OF the Jews bery much,

8, When you say it disturbed you, could you remember.,. o

» Because I didn't expect the Poles, the rolish army to attack the civil, you know

to make a regular pogrom there, There were many Jews living there and I was very

resentful about that and I told tnis to the other soldiers and s0 I know I went .

through a rathexr unpleagant time because I was going into comoat right now and I

\ was wondering if 1t's wortn while,

L.n, I Has goling to ask that., If you said you weren't happy, you weren't sure if you

e aDpyanoue an vndebendenu foland why did you join the :ollsh leglon7 L

S.
3.
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B.i. DBut that was tne Polish army.
L,3. All right the Polish army. 1'm sorry.

e They called the rngiment a legion regiment but it was xﬁ Polish armj,ﬂﬁh&?;

LSCduSG I thought .. -
Tou wWere YOung, ..

L.B S
B, w. Yes, because I thought this was the rignt thlng to do, And otners tnought that

they would not, they shouldn't join and I think we split about. half and half, !
'L,B, S0, am I rlght, would it be.right: to say ﬁnat it was® not reasoned, it was almos

like a...ugﬁ.
B.W, o, it was more partlcularly,
- Was Just..,

A It was qulte a snock to%us,

was not. veryhcorrec

looxinguback now.‘
all ny’ frlends ‘went. and 0. on, '

d then, afterwthat, welL,of codrse the Ebles conquesed”

vas just. Ukralniang peasants and' he ‘Poles. “enly: lived in: the. citles
: i vfelt“tnat tna
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