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OCT 24 1933
Reverend Gilbart‘ﬁggﬂ;EHLiyingaﬁqamnf the class of 1805
at Union and 181 ere, was born at S&mford, Conn., in 1786
and died in 1834. I wish to know the month and day of his
birth, the place of his death_and the month and day of his
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CLASS OF 1805

GILBERT ROBERT LIVINGSTON. D.D. 1G7

g
Dr. Guonn, n5 & Writer, was highly respectable. Be lifa of Dir.
Livingston, which is his chief work, he publishgd.ses®il things in pamphlet

form, nmong which is a controversial et or two, which evince n very
peeurate knowlodge of his subieets and a good degree of polemie skill. His
gtylo is always perspi 5 and direct.

He was gpecimen of 4 man. His memory 15 embalmed in many

hea

Very affectionately yours,
J. M. MATHEWS.

& p—

GILBERT ROBERT LIVINGSTON, D.D.*
1805—1854.

Grrneer RoserT Liviwasrow was a descendant of the Rev. John Liv-
ingston, of the Church of Scotland, eelebrated for his connection with the grest
Revival at the Kirk of Shottz. e was o zon of Gilbert Robert and Martha
{Kane) Livingston. His mother was o dooghter of John Kone, a nafive of
Fngland, who came to this eountry in early life, and died at Scheneetady, leaving
a numerous and respectable family,  His futher was originally a merchant in the
city of New York, and, during the Revolution, adhered to the Royal canse.  He
resided, for o time, at Stamford, Conn., and here, on the Bth of October, 1786,
his som, Gilhert K. was bomn.  He subsequently fixed his abode in the town of
Beekman, Dutchess County, N. Y., and there his son passed his ewrly years,
excopt while he was with his mother’s family at Schenectady. He fitted for
Collige chisfly af home, under the mstruetion of Mr, Mabon, o teacher of some
colebrity.  He gradusted at Union College in 1205, st the first Commencement
held under the Presidency of the Rev, D, Nott,

Soen after leaving College he commenced the study of Thealogy under the
direction of the Rev. Dr. Perking, of West Hartford, Conn,  Here he eontinued
two years.  He seems to have had an emly predilection for the Ministry, but
there is no evidence that his mind had received a permanently serious directinn
until after he had commenved his theologieal eonrse; and he did nob make a
public profession of religion G the year 1507,

He was licensed to preach by the North Associntion of Hartford County,
June T, 1808, He then wont to New York, and studied two years more, under
his velutive, the Rov. Dr. J, H. Livingston, thus pessing throngh the entire
course preseribed by the Reformed Duteh Church.  He was received under the
cate of the New York Classis, 52 a condidate, May 20, 1810,—his licensure, hy
the Hartford Association, two years before, being duly recognized.

O the 9th of Angust, 1811, he received a call to settle in the ministry from
the Reformed Duteh Choreh o Coxsckie, N. Y. ; and, having accepted the
call, was ordained and installed Pastor of said Chureh, on the 4th of Decem-
ber following,

On the 17th of September, 1312, Mr. Livingston was merried to Elizs,
daughter of Bhenezer Burrill, Baq., of New York. They had nine children,

* M8, from RKey, Dr. Aldon.
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168 REFORMED DUTCH.

four of whom died in infaney, and five, with their mother, =uevived their father.
Cme of the sons; o praduate of Willinms College, betame o clevgyman, and an-
other sottled ns  lawyer in the city of New York:  One of the daughtors is
married to Sidney B, Morse, K., of Now York, and another to the Rev, Dr.
Alden; President of Jefferson Colloge,

My, Livingston remained at Coxsackie nearly fifteen years. Tt was mn exe
tensive field, and he devoted himself most a&s'ti]umm!:_r to the cultivation of ib: -
indeed, be performed an amoont of Iabour which, but for his uneommen Vigour
af constitution and geeat power of endurance, would have been quite impossible.

Three rovivals of religin took place under his ministry, the latter of which was
very extensive and powerful, and }H'\IH:I{__I:]H. it the church, in one year, thres
homdred and seventy-thres persons on & profession of their faith,  About six |
hundred were added to it during his ministry, !

In the gutumn of 1826 he accepted & call from the First Refirmed Duteh |
Church in Philadelphin, and was installed as its Pastor, by the (lussia of Phila-
{[l."]lﬂﬁ!l. in the month of November. Here he passed the residue of his d,u,:,-,.-_
The success of his labours in this eld may be estimated by the faet that he re-
ceived three hondred and twenty persons o the commumion of the clureh, and
upwards of one hundred in o single year.

In the year 1828 he was honoured with the degres of Dootor of Divinity
from Williams College.

In Augnst, 15533, while on a visit to his friends in the State of Now Yok,
he notieed somo wnaswal appearances ahout his month, though they were not
supposed ot first to indicate serious disense.  Soon, however, a tomonr was dis-
eoverad, the rapid growth of which was thought to require a surgical operation.
This was submitted to on the 19th of Oetober; and, for a fow weeks, strong
hopes wore enteriained that he would be restored to health and usefulness,
These hopes, however, proved fallagions; for the disease soon revived with
mereasing power, and turned out to be & cancer.  Tnable to hold verbal inter-
conrse with his friends, or to take food sufficient to sustain Lis large and
powerful frame, he languished, in extreme suffering, but in the utmost patiense,
till Sabbath wormning, the 9th of March, 1834 —the day on which his people
met to commemorste the love of Ohrist,—when he passed away to mingle in
other and higher soenes.  His Funeral Sermon was preached by his early friend,
the Hev. Dr. Cuyler, from Hebrows xi, 4, and was published.

Dr. Livingston published o Sermon in a volume entitled the * Groene
County Preacher ;" but, with the exception of a small tract, it is not known thut
he published any thing besides,

FROM THE REY. JOSEPH ALDEN, D.D,,
FPrestvexy or Jerrersox Connecn,
Jerrensox Coreok, June §, 1880,

My denr Sir: T was an inmate of ths fumily of the Iate Rev. Dr. Gilhert
R. Livingston, during s considerable portion of the lnst yeur of hiz life, As
no one could well be more nnreserved in the family cirele, T zoon formed, as
I suppose, an aoourate aoquaintance with his character,

Dir. Livingston was naturally of a very affectionate temper. Tt is balieved
that he never, either by words or actions, exhibited an angry emotion towards
any member of his family. His attachments were strong, lasting and uniform.
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GILBERT ROBERT LIVINGSTON, D.D. 169

He possessed fine social qualites.  He was especially fond of the sosiety of
hig winisterinl brethren, and exercized towards them at all times n most .g-nn—
erous hospitality. Ie was constitutionally liberal and magnanimons,

It eould not be said that he was o won of genins, in the popular sense of
that word, nor of very extensive or varied acquirements ; and yet he posscused
decided talent. He hod strong percoptive powert ; he had wisdom to form
his plans and energy to earry them into excention. I never heard him
charged with saying or deoing a weak or foalish thing. Hence he obinined a
strong influence over those with whom he eame in econtaot, and eapecinlly
with whom he was broaght into intimate relstions,

Dr. Livingston was well sequainted with human naturo, Throughout his
whaole lifs he was asoustomed to study men rather than books.  His habits of
observation were accurale, and his conclusions seldom, if ever, warped hy pro-
judice or passion. This knowiedge, while it rendered him soccessful in
influsncing other minds, nover led him to adopt & sinister policy.  He did
not take advaninge of the weakness of men to further his objects. He was
frank and honest, and, so far as [ know, possessed the entire confidones of all
who knew him.

Dr. Livingston was eminently devoted to his work as n Minizter—the
desire to gave the souls committed to his charge seemed to have all the force
of a ruling passion. 1o Inbours he may be troly said to have been abundant.
He uniformly preached three times on the Sabbath, and attended mestings
always three, and often five, evenings in the week, He pursued a regulae
anurse of puslorsl visitation, endenvouring, as far as possible, to bring religion
home as & personal matter to the hearis and eonseciences of all his people.  He
performed alko n lnrge smount of occasional Inbour for his brethren in the min-
isiry. FEvery judisious enterprise of benevolence found in him an ardent friend
and an efficient advocate.

His views of Theology were fully in accordance with the standoards of the
Reformed Duteh Chureh,  In the management of Revivals, of which ho was
an earnest friend and advocate, he fell, to gome extent, into the use of what
were called * the new mensures™; but he became tired of the systom, and |
think heartily abjured it bofore his death. In the first extengive revival that
took plaee under his ministry, he doubtless erred in admitting persons to the
chureh too hastily ; but his oxperfence rectified the error, and, in his luttor
years, he required a probation of at lenst three months after professed conver-
BT,

Ad a Preacher, he was earnest, encrgotio, dirsot and disoriminating.  He
addressed chiefly the understanding and the conscience, He mors froquently
appealed to the fears than to the gentler emolions of the heart, He was the
strong man armed, who rushed impetuously on the foe; whe saved men, pluok-
ing them out of the fire. Mis personal appenrance was much in his favour,
his voice wns une of great power, and his action dignified and commanding,

Very faithfully yours,
JOSEFH ALDEN.

FROM THE REV. HENRY G. LUDLOW,
FPovonzexesin, February 38, 1857,
Rev, and dear Brother: The late Dr. Gilbert R. Livingston, concerning
whom we conversed o few days since, was one of my earliest ministerial
friends, Shortly after indulging the Ohristian’s hope, and while in the transi-
tion state from the Har to the Pulpit, I held meetigs in my native town,
Kinderhook, and addressed the people, in a school-house, on the bank of the
Hudson, on the grest subject of the salvation of the sonl, While thus ooou-
pied, on the 20th of December, 1820, the Spirit of the Lord came down and

Yor. 1X 22
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170 REFORMED DUTCH.

filled the ='eea. About thirty were deeply impressed, and the good work

thua auspicic. v comminoed ceaged not ol between three and foor hundred

wers added Lo the choreh, then under the pastoral care of their devoted min-

ister, the Rev. Dr. Sickles.  aving heard of the revival, Tir, Livingaton scon

appetred in our meetings, and muanifested the greatest interest in the progress

of the wark. L& soon spread through his own congrogation, and resulted in

an immense addition to hiz chureh, that seemed Lo carry one beek almost to

FPentecostel times. T remained with him antil October, 1821, when 1 loft, to !
become & member of the Princeton Theological Seminary.

Dir. Livingston was of a tall, athletic form, and his whole physical nspoct
was one of uncommon dignity. He hod o fine face,— his complexion was
falr, his features regular, his forchead hizgh, his eyes hazel and expressive at
once of intelligence and affection.  The engraved portrait of him, which yon
have doubtless seen, is o very truthful representation of his outar man.

The leading charaeteristic of Dr, Livingston's mind was, [ think, zound
common sense, or prent practical wisdom; and this rendered him o safe and
excellent counzellor.  He was remarkable, also, for greal delicnoy and purity,
and never could tolerate the least departure from it in the conversation or
conduct of others. He was eminently social in his feelings, and possessed,
withal, a playfulness and buoyaney of spirit that made him a most agreeable
companion., He wag ardent and firm in his attachments, and most cordial in
all: his expressions of good will. [ shall never forpet the opcasion of my
farewell meeting with that noble man and his noble eongregation, when, riging
in his pulpit to express for them and for himself their interest in me, and
their desires for my future prosperity, he burst into s flood of tears, so as for
gome time to obstruct his utterance,

Dy, Livingston was & lover of good men,  While he was always faithful to
the interests of his own denominstion, his lnrge Christion heart cordially wel-
comed 01l who love our Lord Jesus Chrisk in sinecrity, without stopping to
inguire heneath what denominational banner they ranged themselyves. 1 think
I never knew o meore truly catholic and unsectarian spirit than he possessed,

He was most deeply interested in the cause of Revivals of Religion, beliey-
ing a5 he did that they were ddentified, in no small degree, with the
prozperity. and final trivmph of the Ohurch. Henes, he lnboured in
senson and out of season to secure these gracions visitations of the Iloly
Spirit, and to render them ns protracted as possible. No small part of the
efficiency of his whole ministry wos in eonneetion with revivals,

My last wisit to Dr, Livingston was while the discnse (o cancer in the
mouth) was in progress, that termimated his life. Rising from his seat, and
walking the room with a firm step, he snid,—T am as able as ever T was to |
princh, but for this malady.” e contemplated the issue with great soleom- !
nity, and yet with joyful confidencs ; ho knew in whom bo had belieyed, and
doubted not thet He would keep that which he had committed onto Iim, f
against the day of his appearing. |

Will you allow me, in concluding this brief noties of my lamented friend, 1
to pay o passing tribute to one coneerning whom [ mizht speak in the langoame
of an Apostle pg @ his mother and mine T knew her for upwards of twenty {
years, and had every opportunity of ohserving her admirable qualities of mind
and heart. I have always thought that the troe seoret of the eminent piety
and unsefiluess of her son was that he had sueh n mother.  Though she was
born and reared amidat wealth and fashion, she trained her own children on
striptly Christinn principles, and her grand aim was to imbue them with the
rpirit of the Gospel,—and in this she was, by God's blessing, eminenily sue-
cogsful,  Besides being & most diligent student of the Bible, sho was familiar

with many of the best writers in the ‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬁ.ﬂ& 0'515{&&'{5&55“‘5113
Eg%iﬁiggﬁgﬁi E§¥§§59¥g¥§gtgfverhatim. I never knew

% person who seered to me to wall MOre humbly with God
She survived her son a few years, =smd then followed

him to his pest. B UEsialk (505 HinI5t0n - - 0008




1805

Gilbert Robert Livingston

Born Oect, 16, 1786 in Stamford, Conn.and dhed March 9,

1834, in his 48th year in Philadelphia. On Sept. 17, 1812,

he married Elizabeth Thompson Burrill, who was born who

was born in May, 1792 and died Aug. 7, 1870 in Albany.

She was a daughter of Ebenezeer Burrill and Phoebe (Cahoone)
Burrill, of Hartford, Conn., and a sescendant of the Hon.
Ebensezer Burrill, who was a regresentative from Lynn, "ass.,
to the General Court of Massachusetis, 1704=177k.

Mr. Livingston was graduated from Union College in 1805
and studied for the ministry under Dr, Perkins, of Connecticut.
and the Rev. John H. Livingston of New Brunswick, N.J., He
was licensed to preach as a minister of the Reformed Dutch
Church by the North Hartford Assoclation in 1808 and then
studied two more years under Dr. Livingston. Mr. Livingston
joined the New York Classis in 181§, was Pastor at Coxsackie,
1811-1826 and Pastor of the Third Presbyterian Church in
Philadelphia from 1826 until his death in 183L, Williams
College bestowed upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

They had five children

N.Y.Biog, & Gen. Record _

Gilbert Livingston & Some of His lescendants
PP. 232=233
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CLASS OF 1800 ’

GILEERT R, LIVINGSTON

The fifth minister (First Refermed Church, Cexsaclkie)
was Gilbert R, Livingsten, whe was bern at S{um?-rd. Genn, ,
in 1786, and was paster frem 1811 te 1826, His laders
were preductive of much gesd, In a revival in 1821, 373
persens were breught inte the chupdh, Frem this pPlace he
went te Philadelphia, where he died in 1834,

Histery ef Gresne County, N, Y, P« 248,




« *GILBERT Romert Livinestox Mt Metiiectricll QU poo-non ,d'i-z
Born at Stamford, Comnn., October 8, 1785, AB. (Union, 1803). Stodied under *y
Perkins of Connecticul, and Lnlnﬁ%trm Licenaed by \urtﬂ Hartford Association, f
1808, Studied further pnder Livingston, 1802-10. Coxsackie, N, Y., 1811-26, Phila- ¥

delphia, Ist, 1826-3. D.D. (Williams, 1829), Died March 9, 1834, 1784/ :F = '

GILBERT R. LIVIHGETGH;.‘.Q‘E

Died==0On Sunday evening, 16th instant, Martha Livingston, widow
of the late Gilbert R. Livingston, Esq. in the 88th year of her age,

From: The Tribune Tues, moraing April 18, 1843
Prof, Pearson's Scrap Book P2 /.
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Livingston, Gilhert Robert, b at Stamford, Ct., 1786 U.C. 18os, studied
under Perking, of Ct, and Livingston, lic. by North Hartiord Assoc,
1808 ; then studied two more years under Dr. J. H, Livingston ; joined
CL N.Y. May 29, 1810; Coxsackie, 11-26, Philadelphia, 26-34, d.- D.ID.
by Wms, C, 1820,

He was of the celebrated family of Scotch Livingstons, of which Prof. I.
H. Livingston also came. His ficld at Coxsackie was very laborious and
extensive, and required a most vigorous constitution to bear the labor inei-
dent to it But his labors abounded. He enjoyed while there three revivals,
the last especially extensive, bringing three hundred and seventy-three into
fellowship with the church, (1821); Ahout six hundred were added to this
chirch under his ministry ; in Philadelphia, sbout three hundred. His life
wae strictly devated to the glory of God. Fle pursued this ohisce with dili-
gence and zeal, and it was manifest that his heart was init, so that he pro-
duced an unusual impression on the public. Yet his piety was never ob-
trusive, but modest, humble, and retiring,

He was never a rigid student, nor what might be called a ripe scholar.
He was always actively engaged in distributing at once what he could
gather, as food to hungry souls. The character of his preaching was rather
pungent and forcible than eloquent end perspasive. The object at which
he most. habitually aimed was to make Christians active, and to make sin-
ners bow to the Lord's scepter, under the conviction that they had rebelled
against him. Perhaps he was not sufficiently aware of (lie importance of
enlarged Christian knowledge to right and efficient action, and that some
who can not be driven to submiszion by the force of convietion may yet

be drawn by the power of affectionate persuasion; still he was among the
most efficient and suceessful preachers of the gospel,

His religion was benevolent and expansive. His heart was engaged in
everything which had for its object the dissemination of divine truth, the
glory of God, and the salvation of men. Hence he was the active friend of
every great enterprigé of Christian benevolence and practical Christianity.
After he lost the power of speech, from cancer in the mouth, he wrote to
the teachers of his Sabbath-school, entreating them to be faithful in their
trist of the little ones, impréssing anew their responsibility on their minds,
‘In a similar manner he wrote to those who sustained the prayer-meetings,
aitd the monthly concert, and to invididuals.—Funeral Discourse by Rev.

i £ i
L. C. Cuyler. '"Sprague's Annals. WS I0R irssc - 8.-000ks

Pontrcarions: A ser. in “Greene Co, Preacher™ and a fract



the politics of the day, which gave offence to those who would eliminate
religion from politics. His complaints of disease were thought to be imagi
nary by his friends, but the zad event proved their reality. Tlis great
grandson, Hon. John Blair Linn, was Secretary of State of Pennsylvania,
and much given to Historical Research—Fun. Sermon by Dr. Bradford,
in part in “Spraguc’s Annals.” Dr. De Witt's Hist, Disc,, 1854. See also
“Hlake's Biog. Dict.” “Mag. RD.C" iv. 1. “Spraguoe’s Annals”" “Duy-
ckinck’s Cyc™ i, zor, 326. “MecClintock's Cye.” “Collegiate Ch, Year
Book,” 1838, p. 87,

PusricaTions: A ser. at Carlisle, Pa., before a veg. of soldiers. 1776
{Reprinted in “Christian Intell." Dec. 7, 1876.)—"The Blessings of Amer-
ca.,” Tuly 4, 1701, at the request of the Tammany Society.—A vol, of ser-
mons, historical and characteristic. 1791.—Ser. on the “Spiritual Death and
Life of the Believer." 1701.—(In “American Preacher,” wol. L1—A ser,
on the “Christan Warfare.” 1703 {In “Am, Preacher,” vol. iii,)—"The
“Character of Simon the Sorcerer’: a ser. designed to prove that Bap-
tism is not Regeneration. ipoz—Remarks on Dr. Moore's Address to
Membhers of Prot. Epis. Ch. in N.Y.C. 1703—A vol. of discourses on
“Signs of the Times.” 17094 —Thanksgiving Discourse after an Epidemie.

1705, —A dise, at Hackensack, at a meeting of the Synod’s Commission to
compose certain differences, efe, - 1706 —Disc. an National Sins, 1708 —
Eulogy an Washington, delivered before N.¥. Soc. of Cincinnati, 1800
A ser. before N.Y., Miss. Soe. 180.—A collection of essavs on Episcopacy
originally pub, in the “Albany Centinel,” were ascribed to Dr, Linn, R{'\']

a time he resolved to devote himzelf to the mMimsny, wwe . 3
pare for the Dutch Church in preference to the Preshyvterian or Episcopal,
chiefly because of the sad dissensions then existing among the Dutch,
which he felt it his duty to try to heal.. He even felt in his heart that
Providence would make him the instrument to accomplish lhese results.
{Historical INTRODUCTION. ) WCELE RN ol

He spent the winter of 1765-6 in New ank and grenll}r emo:.-'ﬂd the
society of Domine Laidlie. He sailed May 12, 1766, for Holland, to pre-
pare for the ministry. He was the last of the American vooth who went
to Hﬂ]l'md for thn purpose.  In Holland he madr_ man:.r warm friends, .'-mﬂ
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Born nt Stamfnrﬂ. Enrm. :?Sﬁ- AB (Union, 1 - Studied
under Perkins of Connecticnt and Tivingston, Licensed by North

Hartiord Association, 1808, Studied further under Livingston, r8o8-
-10, Coxsackic, 1811-26. Philadelphia, 1826-34. DD, (Williams,
1820, Died, 13'- )

1810. Removal of the Seminary



1805 GILBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

DIED: At Philadelphia, on the 9th inst, in the

48th year of his sge, the Rev. Gilbert R. Livingston,
D. D., pastor of the First Dutch Church, Crown Street.

Albany Gazette
March 14, 1834,

cinis,
Livingston, Gilbert Kobert, b, at Stamiord, Ct., 186 ULC. 18os  spudied
under Perkinsg, of Ct, and Livingston, lic. by North Hartford Assoe.
1808, then studied two more years under Dr, [, H. Livingston; joined
Cl NY. May 29, 1810; Coxstckie, 11-26, Philadelphia, 26-34, d.” D.D.
by Wms, C, 1820
He was of the celebrated family of Seoteh Livingstons, of which Prof. T
H. Livingston alsa came. His field at Coxsackic was very laborious and
extensive, and required a most vigoroos constitution to bear the labor inei-
dent 1o it, But his lahors abounded, He enjoved while there three revivals,
the last especially extensive, bringing three humdred and seventy-three into
fellowship with the charch, (1821). About six hundred were added to this
church under his ministry ; in Philadelphia, about three hundred. His life
was strictly devoted to the glory of God. He pursued this object with dili-
genece and zeal, and it was mamiest that his heart was in it, o that he pro-
duced an wnusual impression om the public.  Yet his piety was never ob-
trusive, but modest, humble, and retiring.
Sece Manual, 1goz,
PupLicatioxs: A ser, in “Greene Co. Preacher™ and a tract,
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GILBERT ROBERT LIVINGSTON
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