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CLASS OF 1823

ROBERT BIGELOW

Son o f  Benjamin and Eunice (Aiken) Bigelow , was born 
in  ITorfolk, Conn*, October 17, 1797*

He was a graduate o f  Yale C ollege , and some time a fte r  
graduation he moved to V irg in ia  and was a p ro fe sso r  in  a 
c o l le g e ; a fte r  a few y e a rs1 residence in  V irg in ia  he moved 
to  Georgia where he engaged in  teach ing* Later he moved to 
J a ck son v ille , F la* , and engaged in  m ercantile business* He 
entered the m ilita ry  se rv ice  o f  the United States as 
Q uartem aster in  the Seminole War, and served to i t s  c lo se*
He then purchases two p la n ta tion s  on the St* John! s R iver, 
a few m iles from J a ck son v ille , and engaged in  a g r icu ltu ra l 
p u rsu its . He was a slaveh older, but treated  h is  slaves 
k in d ly  and humanely. He took no part in  the la te  C iv il  War, 
though he was a stron g  Southern man in  p r in c ip le s , and 
b e liev ed  that the Southern States had many causes fo r  
d isco n te n t. He did not approve o f  se cess ion , but thought 
the rem edies cou ld  be obtained otherwise* He was a h igh ly  
in te lle c tu a l  man, a great reader and possessed a remarkable 
memory. He was very fa m ilia r  with county, s ta te , and in te r 
national law, and h is  opin ion  regarding law and p u b lic  a f fa ir s  
was much sought a f t e r .  He was h igh ly  respected , honest and 
ju st in  h is  d ea lin gs ; he was kind and a ffa b le  to a l l .  For 
many years p r io r  to h is  death he res id ed  on h is  p la n ta tion  on 
the east side o f  the S t . Jo in ts  R iver, known as F lora l B lu f f .

He married A p ril 3, 1832, Mrs* E lizabeth  Ann Broadalbane, 
a n ative  o f  F lo r id a . She was born December 12, 1805.

He d ied  August 8, 1868.
Their ch ild ren  were born at J a ck son v ille :

1* Minerva—born July 21, 1833;married George A. Turknett, 
S ept. 4, 1861; d ied Dec. 7, 1868.

2. Robert John— born Jan.14,1835; married S te lla  Ward,
res id es  at Ocoe, F la .

3 . Eugene— born July 11, 1837; married Anna F . Turknett
4 .  Benjamin—born June 10,1839; died Dec. , 1840
5 . Annette— married about 1876 Dr. W illiam B. C leveland.

Resides a t  Chicago.
6 . Lucien B .—m ercantile business at J o p lin .
7 . Alexander B .—business at Lake C ity , F la .

FROM Genealogy o f  the Bigelow  Family 
Gilman Bigelow Howe
Charles Hamilton W orcester, Mass. 1890.

ROBERT BIGELOW , 1823, of Norfolk, Conn.,was a neinber of the Adelphic Society. 
Adelphic Catalogue 1830
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