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CLASS OF 1801. THOMAS BUTLER.

Thomas Butler, Esq., is a grandson of Col. John
Butler, and resides upon the farm where his pgrand-
father located after the Revolution, near Wiagara, C. W.
He 1a an associate Judge of the Court of Queen's
Bench, He was educated at Union College, Schenectady,
residing there, in the family of the late Gow. Yates,
who was hils cousin. The author avails himself of a
brief narrative he derived from him durinz a wvisit to
his residence lest swmer, in search of some old manu-
sceripts which had fallen into his hands as an attorney
for one of the early Pionesrs of Western New York:

"In 1797, during a vacation in college, I came home
to Niagara. Joseph Ellicott, a surveyor named Thompson,
and six or eight others, were just starting from Schen-
ectady with batteaux, on their way to the FHolland Purchase,
I came in company with them., I found Mr, Ellicott a very
agreeable traveling companion, Our route was via Oswego,
and lake Ontario, Mr, Ellicott's party landed at Fort
Niagara, thelr goods went to Lewiston, and from thence
over the Portage, to Schlosser; thence to PBuffalo,

"Col, John Butler ‘died in 1784, Was, up to the period
of his death, superintsndent of Indian arffairs for Upper
Canada; was a half pay Lieut. Colonel. His remains sare
buried upon his sestate. Fe organized at Niagara the corps
he commanded during t'® Revolution, Futler's Barracks
wers originally built for their use.

"Col. Claus died at Niagarsa sevan or eight years ago. Fis
two sons, John and Warren, reside here now. Warren is an
Attorney at law; at present, the Surrogate of the Wiagara
District.

Holland Purchase p. 317
0. '"urner

Jewett, Thomas & CO.,
Buffalo, N. ¥.

1848,

THOMAS BUTLER, non-graduaste of 1801, resident of Nia "
the Philomathean Soclety. He died in 1870, grara, was a member of

Fhilomathean Catalogue 1B30.
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y 29 East LOth St.
g&/&ﬂfﬁ New York 17, N.Y.
March 1L, 1962
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Mr. Henry J. Swanksr
Director - Alumni Relations
Union College

Schenectady, N.X.

Dear Henry: f

Bob Carman has asked, me to try my hand at writing a pieca for
the new Symposium publication. Iﬂ this, I'm not sure he was wise, for if
I were the Editor I'd be carafuh'abuut encouraging a guy like me to sound
off on his pet enthusiasm, ./

However, since both understand that he can turn down the
offering, and no feelings will be hurt, I'm going ahead. The theme will be
somg aspect of history, plck;ng examples of "Things I'd Like To Know" that
deal directly or indlractly/W1th the College.

One of my f1r$t clues leads directly to your Alumni Records.
In the Centennial History bf 1895 there is listed a non-graduating member
of the Class of 1lB801 == una Thomas Butler. He is recorded as coming to the
College from Niagara; and/ he apparently died (place not given) in 1870.
Wow the given name and the mention of Niagara sugpgests that he was a member
of the Tory Butler family, which rather surprisingly had a number of post=
flevolutionary dealings with Schenectady. This is explained when it's known
that they were closely related to such important local families as that
of Gov. Yates, And a s of the Cole. John Butler who headed the notorious
Butler's Hangers about/1799 owned a large tract embracing the area wnere .
the Indian mnnumsntﬁ§qﬁesgrln front of Hoddy Van Voast's office.

Can one of your girls look and ses if there is any further
information in the dossier of this Thomas Butler? If there is, and you
can send me a note, I'1l come into the office the next time I'm north and
copy cut wihat's there.

Sincerely,

Nell B. Heynolds
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March 21, 1962

Bob Carman shows good judgment in his selection of authors
for his SYMPOSIMM! We will help you as much as we can from this end

We have an interesting letter on Thomas Butler dated August 26,
1932 and written to Joe Brown by the mother of Ommonde L. Rolls,
Union 1921, At that date Harriet A. Rolls (Mrs. Frederick C.) lived
at 541 Maple Grove Avenue in Hexkimer, N.Y., and she mentioned "ill
hlﬂlﬂ;; l;gg- reason for not responding to Mr, Brown's letter of
M}" Y -

Since it is a handwritten letter and will not reproduce well,
probably it would be better for you to look at it here in the Office.
She wrote that she had "all the avallable records of the Butler
family of Niagara, Canada, from 1690, when the first ancestor,

Lt. Walter Butler, settled in New London, Comnecticut, up to now."”

Mrs. Rolls' letter confirms the relationship with the Yates
family: "It would have been a most natural thing for this 'Thomas
Butler' to have chosen Union College at Schenectady, for he had
relatives living there at that time: the Yates and Bradt families.

My mother-in-law, Priscilla (Butler) Rolls, was this Thomas Butler's
niece, It was she, who told many interesting things about the family."

1f you wish to write to Ormonde, his address is 23 Hickok Place,
Burlington, Vermont. As you may remember he is with the Burlington

!hlﬁﬁlmhﬂumlyaﬂmriﬂmﬂm“htﬂmthl
biographical foldér and 1 lﬂ:l.lml contributed originally by Joe Brown.
We hope this is of some use to you.

Sincerely,

Henry J. Swanker
Director of Alumi Relations
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