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Perhaps very few people know
that Rev. Joserm SWEETMAX, D.D.,
whose body lies in the little come-

tery on an elevation about a mile

and & half northeast of Charlion
village, was the first graduate of
Union College and the first licen-

tiate of the FPreshytery of Albany.

Dr. Sweetman was one of a class

of three, the first to graduate from
Union College. Al wepe clergy-
mett, but Dr, Sweetman was the
only ome who in after wyears re-
ceivad the degree of doctor of di-
vinity and was elected to member-

ship in the Phi Beta Kappa So-
ciety.  The monument over Dr.

« Sweetman's grave bears the follow-

| ing - inscripton: “Rew, Joseph
t\,l._ Sweetman, DD, Died Déc 1o,
« 1853, aged 00 years. First Eradu-
~ ate of Union College, First Licen-
w"t‘_' tiate of the Preshvtery of Albzny,
T and engaged in the gospel ministry
, ®bout 63 years. Most of his life
\; was spent in Charlton, and  his
ashes remain underneath thiz mon-
ument,  Ponctual in his engage-
ments, firm in his religious belief,
{“.decided in b's adherence to the
., foctrines of the Reformation, rath.
"3 er jnclined to conciliate in  de-
';-b_-_\r_-n.-::n-ur, but firm in his opinfons;
. not disposed to conform -te others
“ for the sake of favor, but to adhere

* 1o the truth at all cost” Rev. L

3 C. Lawrence, 60, of 36 University
Place, is one of those who have visit-

b ed the little cemetery. Ttisa worthy
™ record and one worth preserving,
he said, “and #t should interest
many to know that one of the first
graduates of our college lies buried

in Charlton."—Dasly Gagetie, Sept
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Faeulty minutes YVeec. 24, 1789

Order for Commencer 1
uUraer 101 Onmen cemen .

Master's Uration by Joseph Sweetman




"I returned to Adaae (nenr Watertown, Y. ¥Y.) nometime in September
(181%) .. Wwhiie asbsent I lind sclie Lwo bT firee invitations to ,lpr.uh
oy seitle at Bh where I preacusd:n nuviber ol times ip 1817,
wiile studying at Benenectady. Tois town lies scmetning o the north

Pl

of Solienecludy. It was a larpge and ..m.J.tuy cun,,“bt tior tnd khad
er“dn yed Lue pastoral ladors ol tne Reve Pweotlaid fov twenty vears

or ocre. He was one el tlie three tunt constituted thie firTat Claon
it graduated AL '.ui. e His volcer iad Talled ligh and altlicugll

1ivin po 1354} nas never Leen able io rodume preseLdng. I prescned
nere one g Al f lle thx't t noon K, Svweellend celled the
glders o I oand asnt i T i id mot Epow tusnl I i received
any caoll 1 I kntw, Afler Few remprke Le ela ped Le on the

mee a8 I BT Uy him and said "Dome Gale, let us call the O reation
togetnrr and e out ol r i Ctiiexs Were Nery ur 8 -

out I declined without tell ingd vuen Loe princi 1 TEuszon. i.¢ truth
was I did ot wont to disgrace mys<eif or the univernity by seening
Lo put myself up to the Lighest bidder, T Thousdits it best to

deogide one aprlication for my labors Tirst upon item
altiicuga T might have nn eagier berth and better pay =t Ch I

might not oave so i:xu-*j'h it & Tieldl of wsefulness, ] etcrt: and

Providence seemed to point to A T ; ZM -gﬂd 4,,
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JOSEPH SWEETMAN
CLASS OF 1797,

fev. Joseph Sweetman, 1797, s resident of Charlton, N. Y,, wes a member of the
FPhilomathean Society.

Philomathean Catalogue 1B30. \JCS iu*'?ma_stL-iﬁlﬂm?
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JOSEPH SWEETMAN

Son of Thomas and Ursula (Kerr) Sweetman.

The third son, Joseph, was born in New Jersey,
in March, 1774, and came with his parents to Charlton
when he was about two months old. He was baptized in
the Tennent Church, by Rev., William Tennent, after
whom, the chureh was named. Struggling manfully
against the meny ohstacles in the way, he succeeded
in acquiring a good education, and entered Union
College, from which he graduated in 1797. This was
the first graduating class of this since Tamous
institution,; and consisted of thres persons;,-------
Joseph Sweetman, John L. Zabriskie, and Cornelius D.
Schermerhorn. After a theological course, he was
licensed to preach the gospel, by Albany Presbytery,
in 1797, being the first licentiate of that body. He
accepted a call from the "Freehold Chureh,” and was
ordained and settled as pastor of that church in 1800,
After nearly twenty years' service, he was compelled
by i1l health to relinquish his office. He continued
to live in Charlton till his death, which occurred
December 10, 1863.

History of Saratoga County, N. Y,
p. 314

Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester
Fverts & Ensign

Philadelphia, Pa.

1878.
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UNION COLLEGE ALUMNI RECORD
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Business and professional career, business or professiona connections snd positions héld, (Give each in order with dates when held and
place.)
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Sweetman Cemetery

Sweetman Road
Charlton, New Yurk

:'r'-1.,r fa, ¥

In July 1857 a group of prominent Charlton citizens from the northeastern part of the town met and organized
the “Sweetman Cemetery Association.” Raising $70 by subscription, they purchased one acre of land from
Thomas Sweetman that included the old burying ground on his farm. In 1885, John A. Sweetman conveyed

| additional land to the Association, making the cemetery the size it is today.

In the early 1900s Dr. James T. Sweetman built the inspiring Chapel. The Association, in June 1909,
proclaimed by resolution “Sweetman is one of the prettiest cemeteries in the county.” The cemetery was
incorporated in 1912 and continues to be the resting place of not only Town of Charlton descendants, but also
that of those who discovered that the peace and serenity within our grounds was a comforting place for eternal
rest.

Charlton was settled in 1774 by several Scotch-Irish families from Freehold, New Jersey. Among the first
settlers were Thomas and Sarah Kerr Sweetman. Their son Joseph was in the first graduating class of Union
College in Schenectady and for 20 years served as pastor of Charlton Freehold Presbyterian Church. The
Sweetmans™ son David was the first internment in the Sweetman family burial ground.

A walk through our picturesque cemetery is a walk through our past—the 18 men who served in the
Revolutionary War, the young girl killed by lightning as she stood in her doorway, the many young lives lost
to childhood illness, the numerous other war veterans, and the people who we know are here but whose grave
stones have been worn through the passing of time.

President Dr. Stanley Garrison ~ 399-8646 Treasurer Albert LaRue 399-1917
Vice-President Bemard Palmer 885-4453 Lot Sales Albert LaRue 399-1917
Secretary Judith A. Curtiss 882-6307 Caretaker Phyllis Gavin 399-5061
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REV. JOSEPH SWEETMAN,

This venerable man, recently deeeased, was born in New
Jersev, County of Monmouth, and Town of Frechold, Mareh 9th,
1774. His long life earries us back to memorable men and
thmes,  Among his ancestors who were decided adherents to the
cause of the Protestant  Reformation, were those unto whom it
was given, in the behalf of Christ, not ouly to believe in Him, ot
also to suffer for his sake.  Hiz grandfather Sweetman emigrated
from the North of Ireland and settled in New Jersey.  His groat
grandfather, Walter Kerr, o native of Seotland, for his idelity to
Christ, was, with many others, apprehended and senteneed fo per-
pemual banishment in 1685, He took np his residence in Free-
hold, where his evergy was felt in the speedy organization of a
Preshyterian Church—the first in the State, where ib s said was
the fivst ordination, that of Mr. John Boyed, in 1706, by the firs)
Preshytery formed o this Hemisphere,

Jozeph was the son of Thomas Sweetman anl Sarah RKerr,
being the third of five sons and one of ten children borm to them.
The entive family precaded him to the grave, with the exeeption
of one sister, the last born but one, who 1s still living in Carlisle,
Sehobarie (o, He wag baptised by the Rev., William Uennernt,
wha had been, as it were by miracle; snatehed from the grave,
and now verging npon three svore and ten, was approaching the
end of & long and honored ministry.  When three months old his
father removed with his family to the western part of Ballston,
which was then su entire wilderness. They were quite alone,
their nearest neighbors being four miles distant.  * Ballston,' so
he writes, “some years alter this was divided, and that part of it
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in which my father's family lived, took the name Charlton, by
which the township is still designated —New settlements at that
time were made with incomparably grester inconvenience than is
now comon,  Modes of convevance were ditheult.  War was
threatensd, and soon the Revolufionary war actnally commenced,
Thiz was a frontier settlement.  Danger was apprehended from
ludian hostility. Under such ciroumstances immigration to this
place was stow, and at the close of the war, the population was
comparatively small.  The first five years passod without a school
in the place.  And afterward, throngh several years, nothing more
wis attempted than to wadmain & commoen sehool three months
in the winter season, in some little log honse onder the sopervision
of one illy qualified to teachy and the instroction was confined to
reading, writing and avithmetie. 1 traly geew up In the woods,
habiuated to scanty fare and hard labor.”

A thirst for knowledge early discovered ii=elf in the vouth
whose situation was =0 unpromising. “U'he story of his course to
the gowl of lis ambition iz briefly and besttold in his own words:
SOWhen I owas sixteen or seventeen years old, o young man who
possessod some acquaintance with the Latin language taught a
sehool part of the Summer a few wiles from my father's house-
T was permitted to try what 1 eonlid do in that sehool. 1 proeur-
of o Latin Greanmar—ithe first Grammar of any language T had
ever spen,  With this [made the first attewpt, It may be readi-
ly imagined this wias awkward work enough. Though embar-
assed and perplexed, T was not diseouraged, bub went on to commit
the Grammar to memory, which I so thovoughly accomplished
that T eould, and often did repeat iv from beginning to énd with-
out book in hand.  Tn addition T sequired some lmowledge of
Latin words and their sommexiong,  1n the Fall of the same year
I had s epportanity offered of spending the approaching Winter
in the Academy ot Salem, Washington Co,  Tn the Spring T lefi
and went to Schenectady, wheve the exeellent teacher, Col. John
Taylor, was principal of the Academy, and I remained there
until the charter of Union College was obtaioed, in 1795, The
studenis in the new College were few, not over forty., 1 was

]

elassed amongst them. We had no Commencement till 1797,
when 1 and two others graduated.”*

We have no aceount of the manuer in which he was led to set
his hesre upon the work of the ministry.  From ehilidhood he had
been under the influenee of that truth which alone ganetifics the
affeetions and directs the steps of the children of light, and when
his eollege course was ended we find the purpose already formed
of devoting himselt to the service of Christ as a preacher of the
gospel,  The President of Union College af that time was Dr,
John B. Swmith, who offered him the oeeessary directions  and
facilities for prosecuting his theological studies. Beyond any
other mau this Divine impressed the mind of bis stndent with his
gifts and especially his power in the pulpit. To the énd of his
days nothing gpemed to give hin greater satisfaction than to
vevive the recollections of this eminent man and bring back the
profound impressions of divine things he had received from him,
A part of the fime devoted to the work of preparation for the
ministey he spent with Do Alexander Prowdfit, in Salem, Wash-
inglon Co., a8 he tells us; @ for the privilege of sccess (o his ex-

temsive thoological library,”  Tn 1799 he was licensed to preach
by the Presbhytery of Albany—Dbeing the fivst candidate for the
ministry to which that body gave licensure.

The first year he spent os o missionary in vacancies within
the bounds of the Preshyvtery and some distanes to the West in
new settlements,  Whils thus engaged, calls were made upon
him to settle as o pastor; amobg others wers those from
Ballston and Charlton.  He coneluded to settle smong  the
people with whom he had grown ap, and in 1800 was duly
ordained and installed by the Preshyters of Albauy as pastor
of the Church of Charlton. After seeupying that field about
ten vears wn offort was made to procure his removal to the
Pastorate of the Driek Chureh in the eity of New York, © but
after doe deliberation, thos mwodestly does he expross himself,
o T epme to the conclusion that 1 waes already inomy appropriate
field of labor, and o negafive answer was returned " At the

* Tohn L, Znbriakis gnd Cornelins D, Sehemerhorn,
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time of his seitlement the number of communicants did not ex-
ceed forty, bul théir numbers increased, and it beeame necessary
to replaee the primitive edifies with o house of larger dimen-
gions. Under his wministry the congregation constantly grew,
and the unmber of communicants reached 220, Happy the
Pastor who, at the end of fwenty yvears of unremitted serviee,
can write, * through the goodness of Divine Providenee we
progpered and lived together in peace and harmony nearly
twenty years.” At the expiration of this peried, failure of health
congtrained him fo resipn his pastoral charge, and from that
time be was so far an invalid as to be upable, though solicited
again, to assume such labor and responsibility,

During the long period of his retirement he was not idle, but
eontinned to the last a laborer for God,  * My health was quite
imperfect,” he says, “but &6l T eould do something, and when
notling else offered 1 worked with my bands” He felt a
special interest in young men who were laboring fo get an
eduoation, snil after u season of rest he spent some time in pre-
paring such fur college ; to the end of life he ceased not to pro-
mote their designs. A scholarship in Princeton, available for
this purpose during fwenty yenrs of his life, still remaing o
parry oul his wishes. A large amount of serviee was renderad
gratuitonsly to his fellow beings. Tt was his lot and his way

to be always piving—io the needy, reliel; to the erring, admo-
nition ; to the perplexed, connsel ; fo the unfortunate, sympathy ;
to the sorrowing, comfort; o the choreh, s prayers and
benediction; aml to all men, charity. He took delight in
anything which tended to the progress and permanenee of
the couse of the Redesmer. OF the new and tasteinl choreh
adifices of his own denomination within the four towns contigu-
pig to his home we preswme it is safe to say there is none to
which he was not o liberal eontributor. In oecasional minis-
torial services he performed in the aggregate o large amount
of Tabors the pulpits of the churehes around him were open o
him, and to the cloze of life his aid was sought by the pastors,
who conrted his society, and welcomed by fhe people, among
whom he went in and oot oas a familiar friend. It wonld be an
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interesting record which would give an account of his visits to
the houses of the sick and the dyivg, and of the waords of
instruction and eonsolation which fell from his lips. In the
house of mourning his presence was welcome, and the foperal
sorvices he was often ealled upon to perform were appropriate
andd tender, and will doubiless live among the chevighed recollec-
tions of his many friends.

His life was a steady and umostentations manifestation of
Christian virtme—

oA light upon o hilly
Whose raye his whole eironmforenes esn flL"

A elear apprehension of divine trath, & correct judgment, a
natoral and easy address; o rare vein of common sense, the
power of adapting his disconrse to all diversities of persons and
times, aptness to teach, with the stores of a lurge experience,
were some of his qualifications for usefuluess which appeared
to the casusl observer, and mave him most power among those
who knew lim best,  Awid physical infirmities which never
left him, hut which were never obiruded upon the attention of
his friends, his conntenanee ever wore an aspect of cheerfulness,
while his voiee was a constant index of the deep calm and peace
within. He was o man of meek and quiet spirit, warm-hearted,
genial, eommunicative ad confiding—a soul to diffuse happiness
around it. Al this was without that softness and pliability
which formi & weakuess in some, and disqualify them for any
responsible frust in this most serfous life, He was not o man
to be used by designing men. He was fivm in his veligious
belief, and decided in his adherence to the doerrines of the re-
formation, rather inelined to conciliate in demoanor, bt firm in
his opinion; not disposed to conform to others for the sake of
favor, but to adhere to the truth at all cost.  Firmness and inde-
pendence were coupled with deference to the opinions of others
and charity for those who diffored with him. His was a straight-
forward way of maintaining what he helivved to be true, and of
doing what he thought to be right. In himself we have one of
the best fllusirations of the truth, * the best poliey in the things
of God is to have no policy.” Heligion in his case was not
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a habit put on or & succession of transient impressions, but
thie principle of & new and holy life.  Henee the virtues blended
so beantifully in his character, and exemplified duy by day
toward all men, and that deep and unchangeable devotion {o
Crod manifesting itself without weariness aml without abatement
in the presence of three generations—all reminding ns aof one of
the old patriarchs whose life was a pilgrimage to a better coun-
fry, even an heavenly. He was a man

“0f vivtue uniform end elisorful air,
Fizad meditation and incesaent prayer,
Affeations mortified, well gnided zenl,
Of aaving troth the relish wont to feel
Who ke all that he woald have others he,
From wilful sin, though not from frailky free.”

One who saw him under all cireumstances of temptation and
sore bereavement testifies to his remarkable eguanimity and
Christian resignation—: Though naturally high tempered,” suys
he, * grace had given him the most perfect control over his temper
of any person [ ever saw.”

1o words of love he thus embalms his memory @ Now that
he ix gone, I who knew him best, and eertainly did not love him
loast, may be permitted to say, his gond sense, his even temper,
his snfable and unassaming manmers, s Kind and afectionate
heart and hiz exalted pisty vendered him worthy of my highest
regarid and deseeving of my grateful remembranee and omeeasing
mitation.

As a Christian citizen he was a model for the ministry.
Girowing up among the founders of the Republiv, whose institu-
tions, out of dangerons and conflicting elements  had  brought
social order, and living among the mighty minds Providence
raised up from time to tiwe to direct public affairs, he beeame im-
bued with their generous love of country, When he was at the
age of fifteen the Constitution was given to his countrymen ;
when at the age of twentyv-three the Farewell Address; the one
expressed his political fuith, the other his ideas of what Patriot-
ism 8 and requires—from these e pever swerved.  His love of
sountry wag too pure to admit lis ever becoming a partizan, Of

9
“ that friendship of political opinion which sticketh closer than
the brotherhood of citizenship™ he knew nothing. Through his
long life he never compromised his position as a Christian
minister or surrendered the broad and comprehensive principles
which embrace all the jutevests of all our population to the one-
sidedness of purty or the sinister designs of faction. His duty
to the state was performed under the direetion of Christian prin-
giple. The revealed will of God was his rule of judgment, and
all men's opinfons, principles, policies and measures were tried
by that. In the eighteenth century it sanciloned what the framers
of the Constitution did, and beyond the middle of the ninetaenth
it ratified their work. Tt ruled out whatever was incompatible with
the peace of society and the permanence ofour system of moral anil
soeial order, ALl doctrines, politieal organizalions, acts and
proceedings which tended to  produce alienation, strife and
division, were in his eyes a violation of the suprems law, and
deeply criminal.  With the leaders of modern reform in morals,
political sefence and religion, sspecially as far as their sentiments
affectod state interssts; and went to ereate a North and South, he
Ll no sympathy, not because he had grown too old to learn, but
because he had found in the Bible the Saviour of the world, by
whose methods and in whoze spirit only one sinner or many can
make any real advance to o hetter state.  He looked with pain
and anxiety upan the spread of doctrines which promised some-
thing batter than the millennium, without being themselves ae-
cording 1o goildliness; and equally npon all efforts for resolving
sin out of the world, at the same time that the presence and con-
trolling power of the only Saviour are ignored and Lis very name
pagsed over in silence.  With deep sorrow he marked the growth
of a spirit of anfmosity and strife with the inereasing influence
of these doctrines; regarding them as aside from the business
of government, lie looked upon their introduction into politics, and
the use to which ambition and intrigue were puiting them, as
treason against the fandamental principles of one social and politi-
eal life—tending to extinguizh the hevter feclings of our nature,
destroy nmutual confidence, sever the ties which bind society
together and end in it entive disorganization.  With secession he
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had no sympathy, a& he bad nene with it canse, and to Him it was
simply absurd that any faction could use legitimately the power
of the reneral government,  Occupving the higher and holier
platform where he had taken his stand so early and had stood so
long, he Tooked with, nnutterable sorrow at the departure of the
spirit of our ancestors and the prevalence of & spirit of hate and
of discord with the ruin which s following =0 fast in it teain.
Contempluting what is travspiving in the light of the Bible, he saw
in onr wlriplied and persistent violations of the law of God the
steps which have bronght us where we are.  His office gave him
one thing to do, which he did to the last—assert the authority of
the word of God, point oot our deparfure from it, =et forth the
work of our mutnal destruction as the terrible jndgment of God
for our sing, and in the name of its author call upon all to repent
wid return to obedience to it.  In the midst of the storm and
thickening cloom he kept his eve directed to Heaven, entertaining
the hope—ithe only hope remaining—ithat Cod in his merey wonld
how all hearts to hiz will, and 8o prepare us, after we have suffer-
el awhile, for the restorotion of his favor and the privileges of
former and hetter doys,

Mr. Sweetman was marrded in 1800 to Jane, daughter of Ed-
wird Savage, e, of Salem, Washington County, and sister of
John Savage, the eminent Jurisf and Chief Jostice of the State
of New York, Early in 1502 she departed this life, leaving an
infant dawghter; who beeame the partner of Nathaniel Bacon, Esq.,
and died iwenty-two years before her father, leaving two sons and
fwo danghters, who survive hine.  In 1814 he became onited in
marriage to the widow of Samuel Bacon, of Ballston, with whom
he lived till 1827, when she was removed by death—leaving no
izsue.  Iv was then Providence opened to him the hospitable home
of Mr. and Mrs. Jobn A, Parenf, whose kind and quiei ways
areated o sunshine around him, in which be found it good and
pleasant to dwell. His own Christian spirit, his general cheer-
fuluess, his conversation, his connsels and prayers, made him more
than weleome as an inmate of that peaceful home.

His light continued to born to fhe last, His faculties were
remarkably preserved. Af 4 communion season in the Chureh
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hir attended, a few months before his deceasze, at the invitation of
the pastor he made an address to the communicants, in which
hiz manner and the utterance which was given him made an
impression upon those present wmusually tender and profound.
His remarks were an expansion of the thought, *we would see
Jesug" Az he approached the end of bis pllerimage, the sub-
jeot of death grew familiar, and the exchange, then to be made,
inviting. He conversed freely about his own removal, and to his
friend on whom the office of caring for his remaing natorally
devolved, he gave written instroetions about the disposal of his
biody, and the services atbending its burial. On the Sabbath
preceding his death he attended church, and had the privilege
of observing the ordinanee of the Lord’s Sopper, and in the
evening met with his neighbors in the school-house for social
prayer. He was much engaged, as one presont expressed it—
sepmed  raiged above the world—made an  addeess of mneh
fluepey  and warmth, urging those present to perseveranee in
the work of the Lord.  He alluded tenderly to his own advaneed
life and increasing infirmities, and his expectation of soon  put-
ting off this my tabernacle  He fele and spake as one standing
on the borders of eternity, amd his prayers were importunate
for those sure mercies which the enlightensd and sunctified mind
mast erives for its entrance juto 1ife,

The smmmons was sudden.  That week business called him fo
Weat Millon—a few miles from home—where, for o number of
yeurs, he had arfended worship, and formed ties of Chiristian love,
which ave wol dissolved by desth,  Flis business done, as he sat
in the counting rooin he was stricken with paralysis, Peing re-
moved to the honse of a friend, he presently sank into an wneon-
seions state, and breathed hiz last on the 10th day of Decomber,
1863, “ How soon,™ he observed, while he was vet with us, “we
finfsh our coarse o earth, how soon forgotten among the Hyving,™

Agrecably fo his reguoest, his foneral did not teke place fill
three duys after his decease, when his divections were followed
out by reading the Seriptures; the offering the Lord's Praver, and
realing the Tract entifled * Stop," in which, * he, being dead,
yet gpeaketh.”
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ST OP

pooE sinner, stop and think;

ifore you furiher g
WAL you apork upan thie beink

I erer]adting woo ™"

Ir o man on o journey isin unesrtiinty whether he is porsning the right
rord, he nuturally stops to consider pud examing his position, wnd deeida
upon his future route. 1 you, my veader, were to see me going towards o
precipies, tofull from which wonld be certan destruetion, bt of which 1
wis ignorant, or you koow thet T wos not, ot the time, in my dght mind,
you would not oy eall npon me fo stop, ot wonld nde every endenvor o
arrest my atkenfion, nod e me fooo the donger to which T was exposed,

You and I, reader, sod all mankmd, are traveling to oternity.  The
Bibile oxpromssdy fencles thaf we are jonrmeyving upon one of two monds @ the
oma, o stroit and porow woy, lisding to life etornal—the other, o broad
way, tending ta everlasting death. 1tis o pottled, solemn trath, that we
A npon one or the other 5 and = it ot watter of infinite importance to
s b know which ¥ Be posnaded, thevefors, to stop and ingoive whether
Fou are wpon the former or the btter,

The Bible Inys down the chavacteristion, or disdnguishing traits, displayed
by those npon these roads. The fivmoer, ib assures us, 8 fonnd by fow)
while the lutter is throngsd with the maltitnds. The travelers upon the
narrow wiy are they who have len tenswed in heart by the Spirit of God,
ind hove renotneed the world with all its vanities ; and depending on the
grace of (rod promised to all who seel it, nee following in the footstops of
the mook and lowly Jems,  They have ermoeitied the flesh, with its affec-
tions and lnsts,  They hove renonmesd the worlil,  They ne “seoking o
hatter country, that is an hesvenly,” whers Jesos has gone b0 prepars
pansions for them that love Him.

The charpeter of those who fhrong the beodd way is L"R.lll!ﬂ:( the reverse
of this, These sre living in sin—haters of God —disobedient—profone
Habbath-breakers —noglecters of religion. They are living for this world
alime—its plossure—riches—honor,  They have no thouglits, no desires,
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no hopes beayond the present life. They may b times hpve n phssing
thonght of death and judgment, Tal they strive to banisb it, and generally
snceesd,  They may even hive béen under the atrivings of the Holy
Bpirit, but they Luve bid him depurt nutil o move convenient senson.

Reader, which of these charnoters is yoars?  Hive you nover considered
the subject? Them is it high fime for you bo stop and eonsider it mow,
Ia it wise—is it neting oz o mtionoal, acconutable boing, to disregued 80
momentons w matber P Life is speeding away.  Yon are hurrying on o
jndgment and elernity, but in what state? A stute of preparation?
Certainly nob, i apon expmivation you decide that you wre in the Tropd
rond.  Fow, fhem, will yon meet that Judge betore whom yom are a0 soomn
to appear?

Sror, T besesoh yow. Yonr soml 3s worth more than all worlds.  What
ean redecm it? Nothing but the blood of Jesna Christ, which was freely
dhed for the redernption of sinners,  Blessed ba Ged, thers is redamption
throngh His blood, wnd for goo, 1 yon will wee somd b that fonmbiin
opened for sin and noelennnese T i n free slvation which the gospel
offers—** without money and without pries” Most of our comforts and
Iseriries i obteined throngh e infloenes of money 3 bul God  requires
no ofther offering bt et of a broken and o conteite. heart, aod even this
he will bestow,  This salvation s all of prace—tha free gife of God pur-
olused by the denth of Gis ouly and well-beloved SBou. Wil you eontinus
bo alight it? Wil yon tuen away, despising the blood of Jeans?

How reasonnble i fhe reqnest for you to stop and eonsider.  To comply
will pxposie you 0w hari, but, on the sontourey, mey secore for you the
hirhest good attainable by mortals, T be o ehild of God s to e desirad
whews ol things mind ein oonceivo or heart eon desive.  Suroly thoe inter-
it of your sonlare of anfficient importanes to justify the postponement of
tie most iniportant business of this world, nneil they are attended to.

Moy wre oalled awey snddenly.  How do you know that yon mmy not
b thins teken *  If uot, you will fod » death-bed a poor placs and tHme to
wttond to the great bosiness of life, The gospel nssiwres von thot o i
thi pecrpted Gme—apoe is the doy of salvition. Tk nowhere enlls apon
glners to repent to-mormot, bot ite commoand s, = fo=dedy, it ya will hear
his voics, harden uot your hesrés”  *For what is yonr life? Tt is aven o
vapor, thet appeareth fov o Hitle season, and then yrnishoth awig,”

If yom refuse to #lop, Lwarn you of the consequenges. Your soml will
b fst—pomeven tost.  Awind thonght! Lese your doull  Be o eompan-
jom forever of devils and damued spirits!  Shot out forever from hope of
merey | Yes| such must be the everlusting portion of wll these who rejeat
Uhrist. Now you ofe exhorbed to fee to Fim,  Nee the Saviour calls,
Giive me thy beart. He will receive it—will cleanse md purify it, and
will dwell within you by his Spirit  Be never rejects] any that eome to
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him, no matter how great bad been their erfmes and inignities. But in
that world of woe you will never hepr o friendly voies calling you to eone
to that Savionr, There will be no sonnd of mwerey there,

+ For darkness, deathy ond lomg desginir
Belgn in ofurnal silenes there,"

If hell is your everlasting - porkion, whose will be the blame? Yo will
have the awtully bitter reflection of baving winkedly refused the proffered
sabvition, and cast away your soul,  The sptreaties, proyers, ud exhorta-
tianis of pions kindeed and friends fo your behelt will never be forgotten
by yom, but will serve to nggraviate the torments of your ever-eondumuing
oongeienee.  How will you then curse the objects which now delude and
indnoe you to postpone repentanos ¥

Are you young in years?  Ts fhe dew of youth yet apon you? Thau o

you dioes the onll to stop end eongider come with peenline snitublenias,
Not to bid you suter npon o Life of austerity ad solitade, as the young too
Trequently picture the life of o Chrlstion, Not to abridge your happiness,
Not to check the ontgoings of joy [rom your youug and booyant heart §
bt to divect your joye, and desires, and affactions, to the ouly object wor-
thy of your soul's estesmn. You have enteved, it may be, upon the ctive
duties of life, Temptations are on every hand.  Wickedness is in your
il It beurs & cliarmed aspect,  Yonth are sver slow W believe thit the
dungers to which they wre exposed are so grest, and are willing o ke
the trial,  Alus! how mieny in so dofng ace rained forever!  Tow cannot
hope ba eseupe, nnless God's gree keep you,  Be exhorted, then, e yon
beeome ensuared i the toils of the deesiver, to give yourself o God.
Honor him by comsecrating to his serviee the prime of your days It
will be muah easisr for you to sbop pe, while yon are upou the Hveshold,
than to do so sffer ten, twenty, or thirly yeors' indulgense in woeldly,
ginful passions and pursuits, 1

WA e, N ;h.g Tuut.'h.l heseech of Hib
Who giveth wnd upbraideth nor,
Thar His lght in thy hoart becoms oot dim,
Al g Tere be unforgot |
Anil thy God, in the darkest of days shinll be
Gresness, nod benoty and steength b thee,"

Arve yon old in yeurs and sin? s it so, that having enjoyed the uercies
of God’s providenee, nud he opporfunities of the simetuiry, even until
grey haire, you are yet walking in the wiy of the ungodly ¥ Oh, by how
many providences has God ealled npon you to stop, doring your past Lifs
—by how muny mercics—by how many chestisements! anid yot yon have
gone on hardening your honrt, and  departing forther from Him.  Listen,
1 entreat you, to the present cell. There 5 mevoy to be obiained.  Will
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you nob seelc it now ! Fou, gnrely, can naver hope b0 have o mare favori-
bl sesson,  Fou cannot eoont, as you (id in your youth, npon the futurs.
You foel that you are nosr the end of yuur journey, Yoor sands may be
almost Tun of. . Srop Axn cossmoenl  Consider th providenoes, thoas
oreies, those chastisements, Do you not ses Tow by eweh and all of them
God pelled upon you to love and serve Him? Do you not see thet your
ingtatitnde wnid uubelisf must be yory offonsive to Him who dispensed
them?

Will you mot, repenting of your misspent Tite and neglepted opportuni-
ties, come to the Saviour now, anid conseerate to him the remainder of

your days, be they few or many ¥

Rendar, if the argmments here prosented fafl g pronss you o the import-
jmee of the suljest of personal religion, yot | what the Lerd saith
Reeange [ have oalled und yo refused, 1 have stretehed out iy bunnd s
no man regerdsd ; hat e have Bt pt bt all oy conosel, and wonld
none of my reproof ; 1 alse will langh. ot yeur alnmity 3 1 will mock when

your fear cometh 3 i then shsll ey coll npon m, but T will not nnswer;
they shall sock me early, but they ghndl not find me."—Puoy, i : 20-28
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