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Working in teams of two, students collected demographic data from the gravestones at Vale Cemetery. They =
separated each recorded individual into two time periods: “early,” corresponding to a date of death before =
1890, and “recent,” corresponding to a date of death after 1929. They then recorded the age of death in years g
and the gender, based on the name, for each individual. The data were thereby grouped into four populations: o
early females, early males, recent females, and recent males. We discussed limitations in the data, such as
gravestones of children with no age or name provided, illegible inscriptions, and assumptions about gender Year
made based on name. Altogether, 1307 individuals were recorded, providing a relatively robust sample size.
Students used the data to create life tables and survivorship curves for each of the four populations. Life tables
are a convenient way to describe age-specific survivorship, mortality, and life expectancy for a population. The
major results of the project are presented above. Both hypotheses were supported: the female populations
had higher age-specific survivorship, lower age-specific mortality, and longer age-specific life expectancy than
the male populations, and those who died in the 20t century similarly “out-performed” those who died earlier
than the 20t century. The most dramatic differences were observed between the early and recent
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