1797

THOMAS ROMEYN

Born at Caughnawaga, 1777, son of Thomas Romeyn;
Union College, 1797;

studied under D. Romeyn;

licensed Classis of Albany, 1798;

Florida, 1800-6; Niskayuna and Amity, 1806-87;
without charge 1827-57;

died -

Nature had endowed him with a majestic freme, and
his dignified personal appesrance was calculated to
impress those who met him. His words were weighty,
and his opinions earefully guasrded. In business
affairs he was scrupulously Just and honest, He
could indulge in a guiet humor which amused the
social circle, or gave inimitable point to some
keen reflection. Never boisterous nor violent, his
genial spirit flowed like a peaceful river. He was
fixed in his views, and calmly self-possessed in
maintaining them; a thoughtful, reflecting man, he
was seldom or never teken by surprise, Neither in
personal affairs nor in the councils of the church
did he display the hurried manner and section which
betokened impulse without deliberation. His under-
standing wes one of masculine vigor. He dealt with
principles, and Jealously guarded their maintenance
and application. His preaching was eminently serip-
tural and experimental, His peaceful spirit would
not allow him to indulge in controversy. He was a
gareful student and observer of the constitution and
order of the church. FHis views were generally far-
reaching, sagacious, accurate, and consistent. His
opinions were always treated with the highest respect
and consideration. His attainments were respectablsa,
and his reading was cesrefully digested and stored for
use. He was not an orator, nor did he aim at the

graces of composition; yet he could enchain an audience
by his solemn and calm earnestness, his logical argument,

and his forcible appeal., In 1827, he was obliged to
resign pastoral duties, because of failure in health,

In 18435, he met with a fall, which crippled him for the

rest of his life.

Manual of the Reformed Chureh in America
2nd Ed,, Rev.

Edward Tanjore Corwin

New York 1889,
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RL #1, Rexford, N. Y.
October 29, 1943

Mr, C. N. Waldon (Mrs. Webster)
Union College
Schenectady, N. Y.

. Dear Sir:

‘ Tollowing is & list of children born to Rev.
Thomas and Ann Romeyn in the parsonage of the Reformed
church at Amity or Visschers Ferry. 1 believe there were

one or two more children born between 1801 and 1806,
while he was preaching at Minaville, Duanesburg and
Rotterdam churches.

Susannah Mariah - July 1-1807
Thomas - May 7-1810
Rachel Ann - March 23-1814
Benjamin James - Jan. 13-1816
Klenor - S8ept. 19-1819
Herriet Stafford - Dec. 5-1821

These children were also baptized at the Amity
Churech.

There was also born to Spencer Stafford and
Harriet Romeyn a son, James Romeyn Stafford, April 9, 1808,
and baptized at Amity.

I have loecated the farm where the Romeyns still
1live in the Town of Glenville, and I think the date 1857 of
Rev. Thomas Romeyn's death should be re-checked as that would
make him 80 years old at death, and oo an old map I have
dated 1856; the farm 1s shown as occupled by A. Romeyn
‘I which could be the widow Ann Staley Romeyn and would check
the time of death as 1851, as shown on Some of your records.

The Romeyn farm has been continuously occupied
by & Thomas Romeyn and the present one, Thomas the Lth,
is about 80 years old. The farm is located very close to
the Montgomery line.
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C.N.Waldon (Mrs. Webster) - 2 = October 29, 1943

. My old map of 1856 shows several Staley families
in the vielnity of the Romeyn farm and no doubt there was a
connection between them and Mrs. Romeyn who was Ann Staley.

Very truly yours,

e=r/
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CLASS OF 1797
THOMAS ROMEYN

The first settled pastor of whom there is any record,
was the Rev. Thomas HOmeyI. He was pastor of the church
(First Reformed Chureh of Rotterdam), in connection with
that of Minaville and Puanesburgh, from 1800, to January
1, 1806, when the pastoral relation wes dissolved, and he
took charge of the ehurches of Niskayuna and Amity, where
he labored until 1827. After leaving Niskayuna and Amity
he retired to his farm in Glenville, where he lived until
his decease, 1B857.

History of the County of Schenec tady P. RLE
Howell & Tenney.




Reyerend. Thomas.-Romeyn was in the class

|

A of 1798 at the Semlnary. He had been, I think in the class
g o at Union College, but did not graduate. He was born
L at Caughnawaga, New York in 1777. I wish to know the month

and day of his birth. He was the son of Reverend Thomas

Romeyn (1729-94). The son studied under Reverend Dirck Romeyn,
DD., the founder of Union College, was licensed by the Classis
of Albany in 1798. He was pastor at the church at Florilds,

New York from 1800 to 1806 and of the two churches at Niskayuna
and Amity, New York from 1806 to 1827. He died in 1857. I
wish to know his occupation and residence between 1827 and 1867.
Also the place of his death and the month and day. usia«:
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ished until it became morbid ; which, combinen wir T TEPTONE Y
labors, brought him to a comparatively early grave—See “Sprague's
Annals.” In "The Evangelist,” July, 1881, there is a sketch of the Cedar
5t Preshyterian Church, of which the Preshyt, Ch. of Fifth Av. {the late
Dr, John Hall's) is the continuation.

PurLicartows: A Tribute to the Truth.” On the Controversy with
Episcopacy. 8oo. See “Christian's Mag.," if. 420-447.—“Tha Danger and
Duty of ¥Young People.” 1810—"The Good Samaritan.™ A zer. for bene-
fit of N. Y. Dispensary. 1810—"Exhortation to the People At the
install. and ord, of Rev, Gardiner Spring. 1810, —A Ser. at the Opening
of the Gen. Assembly, 1811 —Sermons. 2 vols, Bvo, pp. 434 and 440, N.Y.,
1816, :

Romeyn, Theodore B, (5. of Jas. Romeyn}) ; b, Oct. 22, 1827, R.C. 46, N.B.S.
4g, L CL, Bergen: Blawenburg, 40-65, Hackensack, 1=t fi5-85, died
Agg, 20, DD by R.C 1860,

PusLicarions: Flistorical dise, delivered on the ovoasion of the: re-
opening and dedication of 15t R.D.C. at Hackensaclk. 1870 —"Centennial
Dise.” preached in 15t Ref. Ch. Hackensack, 1872 —"The Adaptation of
Ref Ch, in America to the American Character.” t876. In “Centennial
Diges,™
Romeyn, Theodare F,, b, 176 (& of Thos. Romeyn) : studied under Liv-

ingston (7}, 1. by Gen, Mecting of Minizters and Elders, 1983+ Raritan
and Bedminster, Nov, 1784-Sept, 178z, 4,

His ministry was unusually spiritusl and fervent. and was closed impres-
sively in his sadden and early death, He was a gifted and ext ranrdinary
¥oung man, and his brief career left a deep impression on maiy hearts.—
‘Messler's Mem, Ser,,” 1783, p. 32, Some “Elegiac Verses" coneerning him
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Romeyn, 1 homas, . at Caughnawaga, 1777 (3, of Lhos. homeynp; L.
1707, studied under 1. Romeyn, 1. Cl. Albany, 1708; Florida, 1850-6, |

Wikayuna and Amity, 1806-27, w. ¢, 1827-57, d.

Mature had endowed him with a majestic frame, and his dignified per-
sonal appearance was caleulated to impress those who met him, His words
were weighty, and his opinions carcfully guarded. In business affairs he
was scrupuolously just and honest He could indulge in a quiet humor
which amused the social circle, or gave inimitable point to some keen re-
Hection. Never boisterous nor violent, hie genial spirit Aowed like a peace-
ful river, He wag fixed in his views, =nd calmly self-possessed in TIAI-
taining them; a thoughtful, reflecting man, he was seldom or never taken
by surprise. Neither in personal affairs nor in the councils of the Church
did he display the hurried manner and action which betokened impolse
without deliberation. His understanding wes one of masculine vigor. He
dealt with principles, and jeslously guarded their maintenance and applica-
tion. His preaching was eminently seriptural and experimental, His peace-
ful spirit would not allow him to indulge in controversy. e was o care-
ful student and observer of the constitution and order of the Church. His
views were generally far-reaching, sagacious, accurate, and consistent. His
opinions were always treated with the highest respect and consideration.
His nttainments were respectable, and his reading was carefully digested

| and stored for use. He was not an orater, nor did he aim at the graces of
eomposition; yet he coild enchain an audience by his solemn and calm
earnestress, his logical argument, and his forcible appeal. In 1827 he was
obliged to resign pastoral duties, because of failure in health. In 1843 he
met with a fall, which erippled him for the rest of his life—"Mag.
1 ] S T

Pomicamon: “A Charge to Rev. Jas; Murphy, Gﬂenv‘.llr}.“ 1826, “Mag.
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DIRCK ROMEYN MOMEN- ) |oom#; and Elswarth Lengdon, | In the Divek Fomeyn room of
§ "irat Beformed Church

T0R — Rev, J, Dean Dykeera | ohairman of: the historical con- ] |

left, exaniines Lhe heir glass mittee of ihe church, In ‘addi- | whore the pleture wasg token,
y _ tinn to tha hour glazs the glits after n forimal presentation at

uzed by Dominie Dirck Ho- ielude the Beck Bible, | 2 sprelal progenm on Feb, &t |

mayn,  aigl minister af the | open Dy k- T:30 pom-at the ghurch. The

Dhiteh Beformed areh ithe Bhr camas laase pages under the Bible ire

present  Firer Reformed of M, photostatie: coples of the family

eoffes prges Trom the Bible
deadert spoons, £ inlng the. notation of br
Romayn ta i dexth an April 18,
A pai of gold . o
ftams  will he kept (Gagetts Photo—FEd Schulizl

city, Shown with Fev, My
Dykstra are Lewis Bath  He- Aphons
bring  Trv, cenier, great-great- the il

Erast _i;l'.'|||_|i.ur|'. of D TRomi
smlly  helr- lin

First Reformed Church to Get
Heirlooms From Romeyn Estate

By D. E. RITZ | Port. Washington, LI, ‘a ‘descen- general ose, In 1798 it was pto-
Gureties Church Edblor |d.-_="|'|l af  Dirck Romern wholposed that the service "ha done
Heirlooms' From  Che astate of |iurned them over to (s present|one haif in the Do i
Dominig  Dirck Rames! ehith | donor in 158, Lewik Beck Hebring |other helf In fhe
minigter of e Dutch Reformed |Jr,, & descendsnt in the Beck |pusgo nayn to
i First Refor of thin | Eamily line, iz & - gresnt-grésil-ipredach angiares, - Liough
eity ' and In; the [great-grandson ‘ol Dirck Romeyn.|the Dutch came o him  more
founding will ‘be | i _'i‘ -, S nalurally,
PrEgei W=l ..THII:' KRN s Botar BaLu, In 1801 Dr, Domeyn suffaced
Van Cortlandt Maoor House but| " -
an ditack of palsy, which for o

W SN VI E AT I the !:'”F”.s-ll'.lur made It impossible for him
slon of the Jebring [amlly in Lhis

Ay to premch, though he =waz able

S ® H L = to continue with many of hix
THE MATERIAL ia -héing | Angther cane: bolanging, to Bt | pastors] and official dutiss. An
given to the church for uke in 12| pomeyn, mors pretentious  and red
Direle ‘Romeyn voom, et Up 28 wolihepded, was  presented  hy i
._..m,rl of I1I1r ¢l1_|1ﬂ“5h l"flil':;"'“:|_'ff" |.‘Li|'.. Sobring-and hi=z late Eather | g waninie of his mors atdizone
afier the fire of 1348, Theae will vo Dojon College on the pecuwsion dutles, Dp, Romeyn died oo April
ke ths fArmr peisoanl mm:wn:uea,l..ﬂr thm 1928 Faunders Day, and = 1 Iﬁ ind el oo o o T s
of the formoer pastar fop _!!1':;“.-1\.': used as the  College Mice, EJI.,IU"“ I1:':|u_-,|-._-||_ temetegy.. ITia
oo w_h;i-_!'i. wiig nemed f.l:I! III1|.I-i.|_-”;-|.~.g al Bhe hiad of all Unmc!'ﬁ'idt;'.‘.' At o 1IN |Jun_,_<5"_. thidn
Included ‘m. the eallicron. ara sdemie processions. |graves are side by side In an-oid
paper ¢ntout silhousttes of Rew (he presentation of I.i.|:| dob in Vale pemstsry
Dirok Romeyn . and his wite, Mra, Sock Bible tn the First Reformead P > .;._.. il e \
Eilesbeth Brodhead Bomeyn, Inlegyion (heve @il now be two| LEWIS BECK SEBRING JE |
separais foldera as fu _ll"ﬂ by mitlas o bl iy ricording bolh {donor of the Dirck Romeyn ma-|
thin silhouetts artists of the per- (& birth snd the death of [‘Il:-::i.'_!-.u- 1 fo the Flrai Feformed |
d; the hour-glass nked, ascord- Romiyvn. ‘Oge of the |Il:"il|Lll:l-lll=‘:l'_.'|1lll'-"i1 amd  aulhol for tha
ta Tamily '-'-""-'ﬂi-"_i"'"- hy: D presented to Union College du histarical * hackground of thel
Romeyn in his servicss and as-|[.. by Founders DAy ceremon rexent article, Iz 0 mative Sche-
aufted Lot be ihe one Wded 1n of 1638 was the Rible containIig |nectadian, an sskocinte efly his-
preaching at the Duteh Churehive. gneeription, in Dutch, of the jan  of eciady and &
In Schenectady from 1784° unbil oo of Direlr Romeyn on Jan, |niember of nd Reformed |
18M; A pair of gold cuff link&ya (014 sivle), 1744, in the hand-|Chupeh of A retived |
engraved wilh a faocy script P "{writng of His father, Claes Fo-|nawspapsr man, ke is 2 membar
3 4el cof six . larfe coin =IVEL |, o0 of the New York State :—['.:71-'r1'il.'.".!'|
spoons  and  three aliver coffee : E OE% % As=sociation, m iife member of the)
spaonz, piven. by Dick Romzyn| PR, BOMEYN was horn BL oot enectady County  Hiztorieal|
to lile hride at the time of IIlr'I:‘;:\‘m'-- Barbadoes (the :J?"'-*""'Hh-""ﬂa.su-:i-mm-.-‘. and on active mem-
marrigirs in 1787 an vory-headed | Hackenszok), NJ: praduated milwr af the Overgeas Presa Clob
gnne usad by Dr. Fomevn; and (1765 from the College of Mew| o oo cee s fiaher, who died
the-Hock family Bibls, printed inJersey, now Princeton, Unlver-ii Gezi 1af 8 restduary beguest
Dovdrechi, Nétherlands, (n 17810aity; and  assumed: hi=' fvsb) G io ie be devoted to the
and containing the nofation of lcharge in 1764, the ministry of furntzking of the Dirck Romayh
D Romevn's death oh April 16 [the eombinsd church of Marble-| oo 0 fha  First Raformed
1804, nppuarenty written by hid)town, Rochester and Wawursingy o, cop
dauzhiar, Catharine Therese, wholin Ulster County, NY, a [ittle |
miavrled Caleh Back, feouthwest of Kingston

Dr. Bomeyn's death In 1804 end-| " In April, 1776, he asecepled a
ed his Z0-voair pastorate of the|esdl to thé chinrches of Hackan-
Schensotady Dutch Chitreh, lemck and Hchraslenbuorgh, NI,
Fand gerved ihers until coming 1o
¥ |:||.- Diteh Chureh of Schenectady,
{where he was [nstalled on the
'|J'||.1.'_ Bunday In MNovembar of

nseprigle  minisiar wis  eng
by the chureh in 1303, el

M
TH:L PAFER CUTOUT
attes of Dr. Bomeyn and
mre’ lhe onlv Koow

1784
R S
| AOQTIVE IN the American
nd twirlenuse during the Revalution he
and ' halr Bigh 12 |became known to the Britlsh as
{n the small prper foldey uked By1“The Hebel Parson” and o good
pilhopetts arfists of the: peviod lraward wag pifered by the Eritsh
piabably 1740, for his  capfure. Several times
The Dlitck Romeyn during his New Jetrsey pastorste
was aaid to Dhave iDr. BRomeyn's home wis reided
twiloe dizring the' ¢ou iand =t one time he only sacaned
germaon, given in Du until the legpture by hiding behind a chim
Jatter part of D Romeyn® min-{ney- 1o hils hames,
some English begah| = After poming Lo this city Dom-|
i: The glaze zisanfdsiinis Romeyn received: the degres
péven inches in height sod 8 four | of doator of @ivinity from Queai’s |
inches In digmeter, 18 in exeellent [ College, In 1707 he wis slected by
eandition bul ‘does nol conialn bihe General Symed of the HRe-
annd. The - hour glaes probobly | formed Duteh Church as one of |
ridled, as was the castom of thel{halr profesnnrs of theology anu|
period, on a snnll oiefal stAnd ()L was apparenily In conection|
protruding from the high '‘palpit, |54th’ Lhis: that he recelved the!
within hand reach of the minister | dagreee of Doctor af 'Bacred Thedl-
go- that he could turn it essily |ogy
and =0 Che congrogation couldy
time tha =epmgn.

i
THE 1LATTER vears of Db
B % Romeyn's pasiorate here  weres |
BREY, 1. DEAN DYRSTHA. marked by discussion, ol times
present -mink confides - thel (regehing the stage of controversy, |
preseni day sermons asuelly fnsgig the Ian # In which {he|
o ominutes. ehureh wiere Lo be con-|
The gold ouff links? belleved 0| ducted- as ihay' alwaye
be the ones Osed by Do, Homeyn' had been, or English, which, even
el the time of his desth in the Dutch sommunity of Sches
small, ‘of Appare neciady, was coming into mmore
guality and ave inseribed on £ o
Hnk with & feuecy script "B.7
Tha tain. allver epoons, of ‘what |
wa pow know aF “inbiczpoon”
sl Apinetimes 6 called des
Ll poofs,’  In a
form of block Tettering switn the
Initiate YELY YD and "ED in the
form -of & Tiangls oo the back
of sach hundle

vary

ars ETRY

THE ITEMS lsted above, Lhel
Bible, hour-glzzs, cufl finks and|
silver apoons, rested [of many
veara at tha Van Cortlandt Ma-
nor House ai Croton-oo-Hudson. |

They: warae there probably from
ghortly. wfter Dr, | s death
in 1804 until the ol Lhé
nianer Honae W apoged ol ut |
surtion (n 1641 mAnar hedae |
hs zsinece beefi vestored A= AR
hiztovie amite by the Rockefallor
riIIII“.I'.' nticd % now opém tao fhe
puhile

The articles were relaihed forg
roma yearn following the mubtion
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Rev. Thomas Romeyn, Amsierdam, Montgomery Co., N. Ya., Aug. 9,
88, 80,

"To those who can appreciaste the blessings of a godly lineage,
it will be interesting to state that the ancertors of Mr. Romeyn
flad from their naftive country during the perseecutions of Louis
XIV.; leavying all their effects behind them, 0f the Romeynse who
thus sought voluntary exile in poverty rather than surrender their
Protestant faith, there were three brothers, one of whom weni to
England, and wes the ancestor of the celebrated Wm. Romaine, the
author of the excellent works upon 'The Walk,' 'The Life,' and
‘The Triumph of. Frith,' The other two went to the Dutech West India
Islands, or to the Brazils in South America, One died soon after,
The survivor (who was the ancestor of the subject of this notice,
and of the large family of the same name, 80 long connected with
the ministry of the Reformsd Butch shurch) subsequently came to
New Yirk, and afterwards located himself at Communipaw, N. J.

"The father of the late Rev., Thomas Romeyn had two half brothers,

John and Theodorick, The former was the father of the Rev. Jere=
miah Romeyn, who, in 1804, was appointed professor of the Hebrew
language, by the general synod, The latter, Rev, Dr. Theodorick
Romeyn, was also & professor of theology in the Reformed Dutech chureh,
from 1797 until his death in 1804, and for many years was the pastor
of the church in Schenectady, He was the father of the late Rev,

John B, Romeyn, D,D,, the sloqusnt pastor of the Presbyterian church
in New York eity,

"The Rev. Thomas Romeyn, Sr,, was the first Low Duteh minister
who was seitled west o Schenectady, which was then a frontier town,
His extensive field of labor, which embraced large portions of what
are now Fulion and Montgomery counties, surrounding the church nt
Caughnawaga, (now Fonda,) called him to the diecharge of many dif-
ficult, fatiguing, and often dangerous duties. He closed his long
ministry of 40 years Oct, 25, 1794, His pastorate at Caughnawaga
continued 24 years, and his remanins lie buried benenih the church
and in front of the pulpit from which he had so long 'presched
Christ end him eruecified, "

"Of his seven sone, three hecame ministers in the service of
the Reformed Dutech church, viz,, Theddore Frelinghuysen, James Van
Campen, and Thomas, who was th: youngest of ths family, and the
last who died, A fourth son, Benjamin, died during his studies pre-
paratory to the eame holy office. Without pausing to recite inter-
esting facts in relation to the other members of this ministerial
family, we return to the subject of this record.

o

"Born at Caughnawaga, Feb, 22, 1777, Thomas Romeyn received his
preparatory educatlion at Scheneciady, gzradunted at Williams Colleze,
Sept., 1796, studied theology with Dr, Theodorick Romeyn at Schenec-
tady, and was examined and licansed to preach the gospel by the
classis of Albany, in Bept., 1795, He was ordained in the church at

L___________________________________________————————————————::L————————————————————————— LCELaf T romeyn T 000




' Thomas Homayn -g= Hon, 1797

Remsenbush (now Florida, Montgomery Go., N. Y.} in 1800, and con-
tinued in the relation of minisgter of that church and ths Second
Church of Schenectady (now Rotterdam) until Feb, 22, 1806, From
thence he removed to the churches of Amity and Niskayuna, and
remained in their service until 1527, when, in consequence of a
failure of his henlth, he resigned his charge, and removed to the
town of Amsterdam, where he resided among his ehildren until his
death,

"yNature had sndowed him with = mejestic frame, and his dig-
nified personal appearance was caleculated to impress those who met
wim for the first time with--whai those Wwho knew him well always
felt--the grave demeanor and the reversnd amspect of a noble and
venerable man, His words were welghty and his opinions# carefully
guqrdsd. His understanding wes one of masculine vigor, He dezalt
with principlaa, and jemlously zuarded their mainienance and appli-
cation, The word of God was fto him an guthoritative book, His
preaching was eminently scriptural and experimental, and aimed at
tracing the way of the Spirit *in the 1ife of 0od in the sould of
man,' His peaceful spirit forbade his becoming a controversialist
tn or out of the pulpit; nor did he ever descend to the unworthy
artifices which mark the mere pulpit deeclaimer or scold,

"He loved to exhibit 'the good ald way,' and wns nlways listen-
e¢d to with respect for his consistency and integrity, while,
by his eclear and conclusgive demonstretions and mpplications of
truth, he 'edified the beody of Christ,

"yr, R, was & earsful student and observer of the constitution
and order of our Heformed church, We doubt whather he has laeft
hiis egqual as an expounder and defender of our ecclesiasticel syetem,
His views were generally far-rsaching, sagaclous, accurate, and
consistent, and the classis and synod always honorad his opinions
with respect and high consideration,

"His attainments were respectable, and hie reading wee care=
fully digested and stored for use, He was not &an erator, nor did
he aim at the graces of composition which might have well furnished
his often ponderous thoughts, ¥Yet without these valuable accesso-
ries, he could enchain an appreciaetive audience by his solemn ~nd
celm esarnestness, his logieal argument, and his forcible appenl,
The recorde of hie long ministry will never be fully made up in
this world, TFor nearly 60 years he had worn its robes of office
and hed kept them unspotted from the world, Long after he hed
censed to 4e an active pastor, he used to preach occasionnily =as
his heslth permitted, and when this was forbidden by great bodily
{nfirmities, he was still the wise counsellor and friend of minie=
ters and churches, who loved to look up to him as 'a Ffather in
Israel,’

"The closing scenes of his life were characteristic of the
man, Never, for m moment, did his Christian sesurance waver or
fnil himy for he '"knew whom he had believed, and was persuaded tuat
he was able to keep that whieh he huad commitited to him againset
that day,' His more than [fourscore yesars Wwere erowned by a happy
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death, faithful service petient sufferin re ended
in tha on of m glorious ':]-.‘l;.‘ﬁ'.""-'..'i'u'i::"‘.i.'m Intelli ncer
reno

Annual Obituary Notices
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1797 THOMAS ROMEYN

DESCENDANT OF REV. THOMAS
ROMEYN TO PREACH IN
FONDA

Great Great Grandson of the First
Stated Pastor of the Old Caughna-
waga Church to Occupy Pulpit of
the Reformed Crurch. |
The residents of Fonda and locality |

gra anticlpeting with much pleasure

the coming of the Rev. Dr. Rockwell

Harmon Pottar ss guest preéached  to

the Reformed church for the morn-|

ing service on Bunday, May 10, Dr,

Poiter iz Dean of the Hartford The-

wlogieal Seminnry, at” Hartfard, Conn,, |

and is a great grest grandson of the

Rev, Thomas Romeyn, the first atet-

ed pastor of the church when it was

known as the Low Dutch Chuech of

Cruphnawaga then Incated in the east

gectlon of Fonda where the rezidence

of Wiliam Weeper [s now loeated,

Dr. Potter comes to Fonda to speak

fromn the pulpit of this church in

memory of his. great great 'gmml-
father,

The Rev. Thomas Romeyn was
borm -at Pompton, N. J., March 20,
1728| Fe gradusted from Prineeton
in 1750 going from there to Amster-
dam, Holland where he was lcensed
to preach and ordained by the Classls
of Amsterdam September 2, 1763, For
his  ordinatisn sermon he pmm:had;
from I Cor. 3:17, "For the temple of
God s holy, which templs ve are!’
Ha was Inatalled ps pastor at Jamad-
¢, Queens County, N. Y. Oct. 19,
1754,

He came (o Caughnawapa in the
autumn of 1771 from the congrega-
tions at Minisink, Mabackemeck and
Walposek @nd served here &3 pastor
for twenty two wyears. His pastorate
was gn interesting and eventful cne
especially - during the Revolutlonary
war when the wvalley was raided by
Loyalists and Indlana  and every
butlding buwrned excepl the Caughna-|
waga church. This was spared he-
cause |t was thought o stand on land
belonging to the Butlers.

St, Johnsville Enterprise & News

'Schenectady, founded Union College,

The Rev. Roameyn was the ficst

settled minister of any denomination
in the state west of Schenectady. The
enrliest document presorved is part
of # -subseription  llst for his salary|
{from 1772 to 1773 which is to bs pald
twice a year Anothar subseription
list; dated July 24, 1790, refers to the '
Rev. Homeyn's failing strength and |
calls for an assistant pastor, This is
eigned by eighty-eight persons who
promize “to promote the publle wor-
gahlp of God, to better accommodate
‘slrangers and persong unacquainted
with the Dutch language by having
(the assistant preach in  both Dufch
and Hnglish alternately on the north
and south sldes of the Mohawk river
in proportion to the sums subseribed
by the resident. Thers is no evidence
that an assistant was ever ealled.
| The orginal records of the church in
the Dutch language have béen pre-
'Berved, buf transeribéd  coples have
I:uaen_ma.de.

Dr, Dirck Romeyn, a brothaer aof 'thal
Rev, Thomas Romeyn, while, pastor
of 1he Dutch Reformed Church in

and Thomas, son of Rev. Thomas Ro-
meyn was a mmm“m’fhé'ﬁ?&'?ﬁﬁ
at Unlon college in 1787, later becom-
ing the pastor of the Florida Reform-
ad ghurch from 1800 to 1508, Thers
have heen nineteen descendants of
the Domeyn family in the minlstry,

The Rev. Thomie Romeyn died
Oct. 23, 179, burlfed the 25 do, the
Rev. Dr, Thomas Romeyn, aged &5
¥ears, T months; was 40 vears a
faithful servant of Christ and served
for 22 years the econgregation i
Cagnawagha where he has been Bur
led in the chureh. Text: Malachi 4;2."

A tablet in the Fonda Reformed
church eommemorated his memory.
end eays of him: "A man of God—
thoroughly furnished unts all good
worke. The memory of the just is
blezaad "
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..1‘°..1.m_.5¥._-.* n, Thanes, b. at Caughnawags, 1777, (5. of Thos, Raneyn ;) U.C. Kbl ilows % :
s0Ty studied uider D, Romeyn, L ClL Albany, 1508 ; Flosida, 18000, aﬂb . 5{". %y,g_. _Z' ﬁf

Wiskayuun and Amity, 1806-27, w. e 1827-57, 4, ﬂo !
NWature had endowed him with o majestle fmme, and his dignifed personsl . M #~
r&a &

appenrancs was enlenlated to impress those who met him.  His worde wers f
“cight}*- nnd his ll[li.l'liﬁlsﬂ fnﬂ:.tu[lj’ g’iinﬂll.‘ii. In msiness afairs hie was ;

Bcrapu lously just and Lonest. He could Indulge ina quict Lumer which s /F &

amused the sociul eirele, or gave inlmitable point to some keen refloction, A0 C. e jﬂ}
Never bolsierous nor violent, Lis genial spirit flowed liks » pesceful river. y .
e was Hxed io bis views, and enlmly pelf-possessed in malotaining them : Cm"bpr; M
n 1huugh{]'u],n'lirutlh;; man, he was peldom or nover tnken by surprise, _%

Neither In porsonal affairs nor in the counells of the Clurch di] he display E

the hurriod manner and netion which betokoned impulse withent dellbora.

tiop, Hisunderstanding was one of masouline vigor. He dealk with prin.
ciples. and jealously ruanded their maintenance und application, His preach-

iug was emisently seriptural and experimental. His pecefnl apirit would

ol allow bim to indulge in controversy, He was n enreful student nud ob-
seryor of the constitution and order of the Chareli, His views wWere Eoene-

rally far-reacling, sagacious, aceurnte, and consistent, His ofinions were
l\lh’ﬂ}'ﬂ sreated with tha Ialglu-_gt. respect and considemtlon, Hig aitalnments

wepe respectable, and L reading was earefully digested and steped for use,

Hy ywas DOt i orior, nor did Lo atm at the graces of composiion ; yet he
cay]d enchiin an sudience by his solemn and calm enrneatness, Lls logieal
argpments and his foreibla appeal.  In 1827 he was obliged to reign Hsti-

ol Juties: Lecause of failare in Lhealth, In 1848 he mot with afall, which
Crippled Tiim for the Test of his life.—Mag. B.D.0, 1. 301,

Ndnf gradiasts

GLAES OF 1797 TFOMAS ROMEYN

in 1806 the two congregations, Niskaynua and Amity,
4 ted in calling Rev, Thomas Romeyn, He was pastor of the
unj_ﬂ“‘- charge for 21 years, from 1806 to 1827, Up to the
jogiﬂﬂins of his xmrximm ministry the servive had been all
s puteh. He began pPreaching alternately in Duteh and
15 1ish. Reformed Church at Niskayuna

-t
i

Hiﬁt“’f the County of Schenectady p. 197 Howell & Munsell

CLASS OF 1797 THOMAS ROMEYN

Born Februsry 22, 1777.
Married Ann Staley, February 1, 1801,
Died August 9, 185];_)

From Bible of Miss Julia Ven Wormer, E. D. 6, Amsterdem,
June 1, 1920,

A THOMAS ROMEYN. _

Bomn at Caughnawaga, N. v, 1277. S of Rev. Thomas Ro-
nm?" \1729-04), -I_’LEL;.':E‘—-L!‘-.J?L’LH_L_'_IJi;rp, Studied ander Dr.
“Meyn.  Licensed by Classis of Albany, 1798 Florida, 1800-06.
Niskayuna and Amity, 180627, Died, 185}

- ._W" 7. = M uﬁ», Cad~ 1 205117/
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The early records of the Duteh Reformed Choureh of Amity

(visschers Ferry) are in pood order due Lo ihs bupipesz-31l

manner in whioh the Rev. Thomes Romeyn, 1ie first regulsr

minister, supervised his charge, and the sincaerlty of

i';-“ 3 f 1:1},.

members. Very few, 1f any, of the present gensration have
realized that this little church, slong with tha Hiskayuus
Reformed Churehr, had suck a remarkeble minister and one whe

spent 80 many yzars in this community.

Thoras Romsyn, Jr, was born at Caughusvesa {Fandn), H. 7.

1777, during the Revolutiopnasry Wer; his fathey Thonss Romayn,

Sr. vwes Jinister of the Reflormed Church ai Feadc. W
born at Pompton, N, J., 1729 &nd wes erodusisd Sxon bl
of New Jersey (Now Princeton) in 17350, coi !'uiny

in Amsterdam, Holland in 1753, wen instellsd - Ta-ips
Gounty, N. Y. ih 1754 and ceme to Fonda in 1771, afteor

preaching at Jdinisink, llmbackemack, and Walrpeck,

Tt 1s seld that this chirch io Fonds was the ©

ot ly

building not tmrnad by ths Tordes and Indlens beveuso it was

thoughy that John Butler cowned the land L1 wap oo,

Thomas Romeyn

Jr. studied Tor the minlstyy under hls

uncla Dirck Romsyn, *Hnister at the FPirst Reformed Church
in Schensctady, and later one of the leediny figures izt staritlap

Union College where Tnnmasi Jr, ettended it& firvet olsse in 1727.
e

Tn 1801 he merried Ann Sta

¥y« The obitusry notlcss appearing

iomediately afteér his desih 2nd copled below erxe. no doubl,

an sccurate description of this remarkaeble man,

"Rev, Thomas Romeyh, Amsterdan, Montgzeasry Co.,

N. Y., Aug. 9, ae. 80,

"Iy thogse who can appreciete the bhlegdsings of a (oily
tha axdcsgliore ¢of
|

#v. Romeyn fled from their native countyy durlii bthe poice

lineaga, it will be lnteresting to state thci 1

r

of Louis XIV., leavine all thelr effscts behlad than.

Romeyns who thus sought voluntary exile ia crvarty rother thos

surrender their Protestant faith, there wer. |

& ¥ g s

one of whom went to Eogland, end was the enascolor of the
pelebrated Wm, Romaine, the suthor of the excollonl wowiks uven
"The Walk,' 'The Life,? end 'The Triumph of Falth.' Ths other
two went to the Dutch West Indies Iglands, or to the Brazile

in South Amerioca. Ons died soon efter. The zuryiver (who

was the sncestor of the subject of thia notics, end of the Iar';n
family of the same names, So long connectad with tha ministoy of
the Hafusﬁﬂi Dutaﬁ Church) subseduently caco to How Tork, and

afterwar ocated himself at Conmunipavw, I, I,

B
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brothers, John and Theodorick. The former was the
of the Rev. Jeremlah Romeyn, who, in 1860k, was aprointed
professor of the Hebrew languags, by the gonaral aync
The latter, Rev. Dr. Theodorizk Homeyn, was slp
of theology in the Reformed Dutch church, from 17
his death in 180L, and for many years was tho pes
gh?ic% %ﬂ Schan%cgﬂdy. Ha wes the father of ]
(o] tomeyn «Ds, the sloguent pastior ol th
Church in Ei"'e’rw"fcr'_f_'k dity. el ta s

p "The Rev. Thomas Romeyn, Sr., wes the Cirst low Dulch
minister who was Settled west of Schenectedy, whish was lon

a frontiser Lown. His extensive field of labicr, wWhieh exbrtood
lerge portions of what is now Fulton end Mosigoumery countlcs,
surrounding the church at Caughnewags, (now Feada) called

him to the discharge of many dilfiecult, foil lu, cud oflon

daggerous dutlss., He closed hle loung minigivy ol 4D ssavs,
Ootober 25, 179L. His pastorate ut Bruphneysen ooatlansg

24 years, and his remains lie buried beneeth tha church and 1
froat of the pulpit from which ha had so lom; Sprezched Chrisgl
and him crucified.’

ot
-
0
£
m
1

nOf hig seven scns, three becanme miil
of the Reformed Dutch Church, viz., Theodors
Jemes Van Campen, and Thonmas, who was the polnze
family, and the last whko died. A fourtl gon, Benjs
during his studles preparatory to the sare holy offiot.
peusing to reeite interesting facts in relstion o ths ot
members of this ministerisl famlly, we return to the subj
thls record.
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“Born a4t Ceughnawaga, Feb., 22, 1777, Thom=a Ecueyi
raeceived his preierstory education at Schensclady, graducted
at Williams Colleze, Sept. 1796, studicd thecliozy with M
Theodorick Romeyn & Schenectady, and was exzained and 14
to greach the gospel by the clessis of Albany, in Ssptomber,
1798. He wus ordained in the church el Rensenbush (pow FPlorids,
Montgomary Co., N-' ¥,) in 1900, end oontintad 1o the raletion
of rinister of thet church end the Becond Chursh of Schanestady
(o Rotterdem) until Feb. 22, 1806. ‘rom tl:ones Lo rangiad
to the churches of Amity and Niskeyuna, und “sseioed lo ilalr
service until 1827, when, in conseguence of = fallurs of his haulil,
he resizned his charge, end removed to the town ol Amatsrdan,
where he resided emongz his childérep until his dosih .

3} e

v 53 =]

om0

veture had endowed him with & majestlo frame, ead Lis
dignified persontl eppearence Wue calenlated to impress thosa
who 12t him for the firat time with == what thoSe who RKnew hin
well always feli-=-=the greve demeanor and the rayarend sesoct |

-
= ks

& noble and venerable man, His words were welghty 2ad O
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opinions carefully gusrded. His urderstandisn: wes cne of

meaculine vigor. He dealt with principles cad Jeslondy gusrded
thelir meintenance and application. The word of Ood wes to hin

an suthorliative book. His presching wes enissntly seriptuvel

and experimentel, and aimed at tracing the Way of the Spipit *in
the life of Cod in the souls of men,.' His pesceful spirit forbszée

his beconming 2 controversialist in or oul of the pulpit; nopr 4id

bhe ever descend to ths unworthy ertifices whigh narlc the

* pit declaimsr or scold.

"He loved to exhlbit 'the good eld wsy,' znd wes
listened to with respect for hie consistency zrd Iateprit:
by his clear and conclusive demonstraticns end sp licatic:

of truth, he 'edifled ths body of Chrimt,®

mir. R, wes a pareful studenl end otservar of tHo

coastitution and order of our Reformed chilze™., & “eubd oo

has laft hls equal as an expoundsr and defonder of bur eo
system, His views wore geaerally fev-reoiil o, ¢ i
and consistent, and the classis and synod olic,
oplnions with respect and hish consideretic:.

"His ettalnments wers respectable, end hils rouding wee
carsfully dlgested and stored for use. Fe wes oot an orator. now
did he alm at the graces of composition whigh nmight huvse well Pur-

nished his often ponderous thoughts. Yel withtut these volusbls
aocessorles, he could enchaia an erprecletive aulisuce by Hlis
solemn end calm sarpestniss, his logicsl argument, sod his
foroible appeal. The records of hls long mizaistery will never
be Tully nade up in this world. For nearly 60 ysers he hed vern
ite robes of office eni iad kept them unspotted Prom the worid,
Long ufter he hcd ceased to be en eotive paater, ho uged to presn)
occaglonally as his health permitted, mnd whan thin wss [arbldds
B

—
- L]

eénd friend of ministers eand churches, whe loved to look ur

by great bodlly infirnfties, he was atill the wise counsc
him es 'a fatuer in Jerael.!

"The closing scenes of hiz life vers charccleristic of
the mun. Naver, for a moment, dld his clirfetivs assiurence wayews oo
fail him; for he ‘'knew whom he hed bolicved, cod 1.3 perst:
that he was able to kesp that which he hed comnliltod Lo hin
ogeinat that dey.! His more thap fourscaore “=: -5 “ore orcyvusd b
e happy death, and bis faithrul servics end |« 1 b soifug i
were ended 1n the consumnmution of a glorlove Yoo, =-a -::]_._'if,w
- Intalli-cdnay,

Annuel Obituery Notices pp. 301-302
Crosoby Vol. 1 1857
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wRomeyn, Thomas, b. at . Tt X 3
U.C. 1797, studied uLfsr . Albrny, 17
¥iorids, L800-6, Niskeyut - e 2575 da
nNature hed endowed him with & mejest. fremds, aad

dimified personsl &ppecrancs was glonlated to immres [
who mat him. His words wesre welzht 1 hils oplnl [
guarded. In businsss effalrs ously Ju ;
He could inpdulge in & guilet Al . )
or gavs inimitable roint %o : on. N d
boisterous hDP"iﬂtiﬂbl his ¢ d like = -
ful river. Fe was fixed in his Luly #8lf-oce
in meinteining them; a thought y he wae sild
or never teken by surprise. 11 affal
in the councils pf the church di : lay the hurpricd rmaanrs:
and cotlon which vetokensd impulse wlthoul delibezsblon, Iis
understanding was one of mﬁﬁuéd;;- vigo; Ho dealt with poin-
ciples, and jealously zuarded t: mainbensancs and enrl LT
His preaching weas h=-uaﬂtn, :c:lfturil and cIporl o7 . ¥
peacaful spirit would not &llow him to indulpe 1o coatroviss).
He was & caresful “tW'th End 0LSErver ot i
order of the Church. His views wers genard Ll =Thichiny
gagacions. eccureto LﬁJ consistent. His oplining: 8 E

vpentad with the highest respect end considerailcr, i
attalinments were respectable, and hias reading wes Carefully
digested aad stored for use. Be wes pot ap oratoy, nep did he
aim at the greoces of ocomposition; yet he could cnohaln an sudd

oy his 501ann end calm earncstness, his loglesl zrgumont, nnd
hlg forcibls appeel In 1827 he was obliged T ealegn pegtopel
dutiss, bEGﬂL e of failure of health, In 1243 he ngt wit .
whioh orippled him for the rest of hig 1ife.=-=iez, R.D.0,7 i, .

PUBLICATION: "4 Charge to Rev, Jas, ifurphy, Glooviilse.”
1826. TMag. R.D.C.," 1, 301, "
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gl the top of the first ateep grade, snd but = few hundrsd
feet from the Mohawk Turnpike, there stoced the firat church
built in the Town of Glenville. Here, on the east side of the
road, a marker will be pleced, bearipg this inscrinticn:

PIRST CHURCH
TH GLENVILLE
BUILT 1785. HERE STOOD THE
"CHURCH AT THE WOESTTINA"
(CHURCH TN THE WILDERHESS)
REMOVED TO ROTTERDAM, 1812

Bullt about 1785 by the combined efforis of & few Dutch
families living on both sides of the lohawlk, but mainly on the
south slde, as we may lnfer Tfrom family names found in en early
record book of the church; and perhaps wlth some financisl help
from the mother church in Schenectady, hers this old Dutch Re-
formed church edifice stood for nearly thirty years, Then, most
of' 1ts members and supporters living on the opposite side of
the river, the church building wes dismsntled, and its timbers
drawn across the river on the ice, and re-erected just two miles
below the present village of Pattersonville. Its pews, its
pulpit, the staeirs and supporting pillars of its gallery, sll
were utilized in the reconstructed edifice, which stood with
some little alteration and repair until burned to the zround
in the sumeer of 1935.

No record hes yet been found of the sxact year when the
church edifice was removed, but it evidently wes in the early
years of the second decade of the 19th gentury. However, the
records do show that the church @s rebullt wes, for went of
funds, still in &an uncompleted state as late as the year 1817.

At the perlod of the build of this church &t Hoffmans and for
over a century before, or from the time of the very first
settlement of Schensctady, all the immsdiste reglon westward
end on both sides of the Mchawk River was known to the Dutch
88 the Wosstina (the Wilderness).

Deserted by the redman for hundreds of years--a border land
batween the warrins lMohawks, whogse neerest villages were soms
twenty miles up the river, and the Algonkien nations of the
Valley of the Hudson and New Englend, this portion of the lower
Mohewlc Velley, threaded, of cowrse, by verious Indisn footpaths,
remalned a true Wilderness until long after the Duteh had built
their homss in Schenectady. Then, just before the close of the
17th century, a few pioneer families from Albany and Schenec~
tady penetrated and established their homes along both the
south apnd the north banks of the river. ©On and over the
bordering hllls, tie Touareuna end its opposing peak, the
Yuntapuchaverg, the region remained sn elmosi unknown wilder-

ness for pearly & century lonzar,
ueSLar 79T romewr _s_ oozt




Thus, while the official title given the church at Hoff-
mens (then Vedders Ferry) was, "The Second Reforusd Dutch
Church of the Township of Schensgtady."--the Hothar church
in Schenectady, of course, the "FirstP--yat this outlylng
church wes elways known end spoken « as "The Church at the
Woegtine®; even efter its removel and esteblishment on the
south side of the river, and, indeed, is yst krown by thet
familiar neme today.

A record boock of the church--the only early oine kKnowi--
used this queint and characteristic name: "The Woesting Church
Records, began under the minlgtiry of the Rsv. Thomhis Ronmeyn,
Vol. 1, Anno Domini, 1200." In this old book Domine Romeyn
has, so he writes,; trensoribed consistorisl resords dating bagk
to July, 1798. No records prior to this year cen be found.

For the firat few yesrs thers was no settlsd rastors at
the Woestina Church. Freachirg gervice was liksly held only
at infreguent times. In the year 18500, howevsr, the Rev,
Thomes Romeyn, wes glven a Joint call etthree churches:=-

"The Churches of Jesus Christ, at the "oesastina in the
City of Schensotady, and at Remsensbush end Duanesbourgh.”
This cell hs accepted, preachinpm, no doubf, in rotation et
these three churches. Thus, eprarently, service wes gtill
beld intermittently at the Woestina Church.

~ The name Remsenbush, as gziven in Domine Romeyn's record
should have been spellsd Remsensbush. This was a church that
otood on & blesk hillside some twe miles east of lMinavills,
Mfontzomery County. All trace of thig church is gone. Its
cematery, however, still remains across the highway from the
site of the church., This burlsl zround is gow nicely fenced
and cared for by the Town of Florida. The Rev, Thomss Romeyn
preached ino the Woastina Church until 1808, posslibly until
1810, aa we learn from the baptismel records. Thess records
of baptism, beginning August 2L, 1800, are seemingly uninter-
rupted till June 17, 1837. This old "Church at tha Yoestina®
geems to have been a f'avorite place to bring children for
baptism. Even after its removal to Rotterdam, as we cun infer
from a study of the family names in its records, They were
brought from both up and down the river, end on either slds,
and even from over the hills in the hinterland. From Scotla ;
game "Yate, & black men,"” sleye of the Glens, with his childran,
This wes Yat, the fiddler, spoken of on puges 100-104 of the
Contributions.

ucseafrl7a i omeyn 4+ o002z
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Domins Romeyn of the Wogstina Church was tha sun of ths
Rev. Thomas Romeyn and Margarita Fralinphuysen, both of Hew
Jeraey. He was born in 1777 &b Coucshnewezs, {(now Tonda) Mont-
gomery County, N. Yi=-~then Tryon County. Or, sg 1t ia recorded
ip tha famlly Bible, in the handwriting of Thomes, i
rFPebty 22, 1777. 1Ia myn Sevende Soon Geboren, doopte Ik hem
mot de neam van Thomas." This Bibls Is now I1a the poss on
of Thomas. Romeyn of the Town of Amsteprdaim, & gresi-zron
son; the f£irth in direct line bearlag ths néns, Thomag

o
i
o

It would appear from Rev, Romsyia's backzround, Ris methods of
keeping records and orgenizding ability that haed Ha beesn e large
congunity his neme would be as famouz as kils Uncle Direk
The systematle recordlngs st Veeder's Ferry or the hottie
Church stopped when he left in 1800, snd @lso at the Ami
Church in 1827. As an example of the intersat in his wo
the following has been copled from his early notebooks &
Anity Reformed Churoh.

"Recordas of the Cent Sociaty
oft-the
Congregatlon of Amity
Tor the aid of ths
Theolegical College
of the
Reformed Dubtch Church
in
North Amerisa, 1817

i I i P p———1 e pa—— PO ——

Conabitution
Of the Cent Soclety of the Congrezation of Amity

Deeply impressed with the importance of having ths Reformad
Dutoh churches supplied with an abls and feaithful minfister,
satiafisd that ¢ cannot be done wlthout the 2id of a velle
condusted Theological College, and desirous of contributing
our mite to so Important en object, Wa, the mubsgriberes, agres
to form ourselves lato a socliety for this purpose @ad adopk
the following constitution:

Article lst This society shall be known and distinguinhed
' y the nams of the Cent Soplety of the Cone
gregation of Amity in ald of tho Ynheoleoglceal
College of the Reformed Duteh Clurah,

UCELOFTT] Tromeyr s poozs






OFFICERS OF THE SOCTETY ¥FOR THE YREAR 1817«181E

At the organlzation of tha Soclety in Dedembor, 1817, ths
followlng parsons were chosen es ofiicers:-

Rev, Thomes Romayh
John E, Viachar
John B, Miller
Tunls Cregeir
James Welden

Collectors:
John D, Fort
#Hlehisel Welden
Gerardus VanDenBargh
Nichelas B, Viacher

Presidsnt
ist Tice Pres.
2nd. Vico Trat.
Spavatary

Treaguysy

MEnagers e
Ebspnezor Sloot
Frapcis Viachoy
Jacoh Volwlier
Hichnlas Vischer

Corielive Hagerman
Williasm €loy
Wilidam Bell

The soclety adjourned to meet on the third of Janusry in
the Amity Church at 12 o*clock.

Jenoery 34d, 1818 -~ The Cent Soclety of ths dongrsgetlion of
AnIty met st the church acoordling to adjournswnt and albter a scle
address to the throae of grece, the unfinlshad business of the

meeting, when the scoilety was orgsnlzed, wes attended to, %o
wit, the cholice of sevan menagers end the folleéwling resolyas
wers passed.

Resolved: = That when any special meetlng of ths sccloky bo
called, publio notice of such mesting shall ba glven from ths
pulpit -

Resglved: - That the Rov. Thomas Romeyn and Masgsers. dJolka D.
Miller and Ebemszer Sloot be, snd hoereby erc, appointed a
committee to digest and draft a sal of by-laws for tha rug-
ulation of ths soolety for adoption at thsir annusl or firat
speclal meeting.

Regolved: That the Socisty date, its cormepncsment from tha
first day of January, 1818,

Resolvad: = That the sseretary procurs @ blguk Yook In whlel
to enter the constitution asnd the minutes of ihs soodely,
The mesting adjourned to the ccpatitutionsl torm -

Bigned per order -

Thopas Romeys, Dresident
Moels ' Coostoy] “REreinra®

LESEDF FITTTonSy [ _4 - 00025




Tnis book is now 1in poss
above recordings were apparant
per resolution. It is all in hendwriting of Rev. Th

Apparently the Cent Soclety was

next year an elaborate orgenizatica wias se
nmthaclozlcal Assoclation of the Haforme
end 1s recorded in the ssme hook ]
rgferance has been made to the Co

#"Phe Subseribers feeling the importance of corrseb
theologzical knowledge and desirous to promete the intares

the Redeemers Kingdom, by the dissiminatien of scuud
ﬂﬂd {rﬁﬂtiﬂal ﬂivinity 5 do ra :;1{311‘7 s to form &nd cons
theo : &0 ,

& 4 § - ¥
e Lasis &

oglical assodiation emd to this epd ado

Constitution

This msssoclistion shall be uatilesd ¢

Art 1st
Associatlon of the Reflormad Duteh

b
na
Oh

wreh o
2nd - Every person who shell pay the sum of ons dollax

and the further sum of twenty~Clva cents annually
shall be & member.

3rd = The offlocers of this a=zsoolation shall be & Tirst
direotor, Treasurer , Sgoretary, ancd two manfgers
who ahall constitute the Joard of Direction end whose
duty it shall be to arrenge the plans, promoto thy
intarest and collect tha dues of the sssoclatlicn.

Lth = The monies collected end which may from tlme to Uime
come Into the Tressury,ghall be falthfully eppliad to
procuring and purchasing of thecologleal tracts and
books of obthordox characters according to standards of
the Reformed Church amd ss may (be) desned tha hest
galoulated to promote practical gedlliness.

5th - The first director shell sx-cfficlats Lo a li
whose duty it shall be to keep & true list of a
books end tracts that may coms into his hands T
agsoclation and at every steted moceting prepent an af-
hibit of the state of the library and alsd to land
and lst out books for the use of ths membera &8s f1e may

- &

from time to time be dirscted by ithe board of Firoetiva.

LA
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7th

gth

gth

No purchase of boocks or iracte to ba mad
thesedvice end ‘n:h} mendation of st leust two mandbers
who ghall be members in 1l cormunion & the
Refofmad DLuGh “'1 rh.
Woen three or more of the members with octher in thel:
nelghborhood shall form themsslves into rtuﬁj:;
sooietles to meet at levet onoe & month and report

1

=
themaelves to the Librerian ag such they shsll ha
preference in the cholge of 2 book hafors gny privat
member for his own privete nse,

Tha treasurer shall be acdourtebls Lo the bosrd of
direction for all monies that sy come into his hands
and present an exhibit for ths informetion of Lhs membar
of ¢ stete of the furds 1ln its recelpts and
disbursements st every emnual meeting of sosccimtlion,

Every member tuking a book shall bs accounteblg to the
iibrarian for its safe retwn wiless lcst by an agct
of God.

10th The assoclation shall hold ean snnusl mestlng oo ths
first Seturday in farch in ever vear to elict officers
and transact such other buslness o3 may offer itesll,

11th An extre meeting of the estociastion may be called by
the board of direction &t the regueat of two of its
members.

12th Any number of the members assembled in repular mestling
shall constitute a quorum to elect officers End do any
other business belonglng to the sssociation,

13tk Ths officers and members will endemvor to promote thelis
own and msach cthers religlous h;rnvam nt by exsrsising

a Christian watohfulness over themsolves and esgch othar

m cultivating ¢ tender and gospel epirit,

14tk The Board of directlon shall hRave power to regulate
the time of thelr own msethings:

Subscribers: -

Rev. Thonmas Homeyn Abraham Best

Henry Thallhimmer Jacob T. Horder

Williem Bell willlam Glow

James Welden Jacob Volwiia:z

Tunis Cregier Harah :}nle"
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- 1%
‘ Joseph Fowler Eather Fort
Eldert Vischer Samuel ' uenen
John D. Fort John Clute
| Ebsnezer Slott Tobias Vsn Deussn
AMon (. VanVranken Barbare Burias
John B. Jiller licholas Vissshoy
Joseph Almond Rev. Joun MgKelvey
. Cornelius Hegarman Eloist VEn Vranied
Francls Visecher Smiton TIrish

Cornelius Hermans
Gerrit G. Van Vran<en

At a meeting of the Bosrd of Direction of the Theologloel
Asspclation of Amity on the léth of Jenusyry, 1819, when the
following resulutions as by-lews of the asscelation viere
agreed to: -

lst = That the shares of seild sessociatlcon Vo transflarshle, ;

2nd -~ That no books be out longer thap 2ix weeks unless to £ gl
members as reside over two miles from the libravisn
who may keep @ bhook eight weeks, vnd resdlog soc-
ietigs three months; but all bogks to be retursed
on the dey of the annual meetlng.

3rd = That for neglesot for nct returning a book et the
gtated timss, such members shall be sublect te &
fine of six cents.

Lth - That for each leaf turned down & fine of oute cent
and for ereasse spots and torn leaves Irom oha Lo
six uanta.acanrdfng'tu the dansge susteihed, which
shall be determined by the librerian.

I
The board then resolved that the sbove resolutions i
. be submitted to the members of the associnilon for |
their approbation and when approved-of, Lo becone
the by-lews of sald essoglstlon,

Resolved also thet the Rev, Thomis Romsyh and
John B, #iller be a conmittee to purchase ths booke,

At a8 meeting of ‘the members of the Theclogleel fAgscelaline

of tha Reformed Dutch Church of Amity on the Lhird Thuraday of
October, 1819 when Tunis Cregier was elected Firal Direclor,

UesSp et 79T romeyn -+ 00ane
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December 25, 1823

Tha Theologleal Asscciation met cnd the meeting was opsned
by prayer when Cornelius Hegaman waa chossn Tirst Director.

Tunis Cregler Treasurer
John B, Millsry Sacretary
Franoia Visscher  lianager
williem Bell - ilaneger

John B. Jiller.baing absent resolved that  fr. Tacob
Volwider be secrestary pro.tem,

Resolved thaet Messrs, John B. Miller and Tunls Crogler
be and hsraby are sppointed & commlttee to buy books,

December 23rd, 1824.

The Theolozical Association of the Reforsed Dutch Chureh
of Amlty met at the church. The meeting was opencd by prayer,

The First Director,lMr. Hegamtn, being ebsent the Reva
Thomas Romeyn was chosen chalrman of the meetling. The stated
time of the annusl meeting having elapsed i1l was resolved thal
the meeting proceed to the election of officera. A moticn made
and seconded the officers of last year wera olccted.

¥Whereas the state of the assopiation hss foi soma time
past been partielly attended to. Therefore reselved: that the
several sums due the essoclation be.collected end that the Rev.
Thomas Romeyn, Tunis Cregler and John B. Mlller bs and hereby
are eppointed a committee to purchase books withoul delay and
that any two of the sald committee be authorized to make the
purchase,

Resolved that Tunis Cregler, Garpit G. Ven Vranken
and John B, Miller be a committes to exemine Into the stats of
the lisrary and procure a catalozue of the books and have then
dntered of record in the book of the asspcistion.

Catalogue of Books in Libraxy

1l -« Theron end Assasle

2 = Villege Sermon - Hill
3... " " "
), - Romainls TWorks

5.. " "

6.., " L]

T = " "

B =

Village Sermon - Jurdess
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Villaze Sermon - Burdess

Bunylins Lesw and Grace

Pilgrims Frogress

Boaton's Four-Told State

Dedridgeta Bermons

Five Points

Force of Truth

Whitfielde Sermons

Almost Christlan

Villapge Sermons - Burdess

Afflicted lans Companion

Pious !leditetions

Dﬁﬂridgﬂh Rise and Progress
On Regeneratlon

Edward on Baptism

Ruin end Recovery

Owin on Spiritual :findednoss

0ilons Relliglous Exercise

Holy War

Jays Sarmons

Davies Diacourse '
n (i

L1 L
n i
i) mn

Clintons Introductory Discourse

Sermons Yo Children
Smith on Baptism
Gouges "orks
Milpners Church History
Willlsons Testimony
Dutch Church Constituticn
Edwerds on the Affections
Christian Martyrdonm
Life of Newton
Divine Cordial
Self Koowledge
Bermits .feditation
Brown's issiona

w w

Yare of the Jews
Butlera Analogy
Henry on Prayer
Ehaarlock on Death

n Provlidence
spbit of Prayer
Ely's Synopsls
FPover of Religion
Drealincourt con Death
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Dug to 1ll hemlth, Thomas Romsyn, Ir. rotired from
preaching in 1827, when he was only fifty years old, leceving
Amity and Niskayuna to live on one of two ferms lis hed purohnscd
situated on the Town line between Amsterdam &nd Clenville,
very near the lMontgomsry Counlty Senstorlum snd easily resched
by traveling up the Touarsunas Hill Roasd to the rirst cross-
road at the top, entering the Touarsuna road just beyond
Hoffmans on the Amsterdem Road, (22 miles frem Viassghers Ferry).

It 1s unknown just why Thomss purchased these farms
in this location. Having previously mentioned in tals paper
that it was no douot due to the lccatlon of the Staley Temiliaes,
I later learnad that he probebly lived at Remsenbush whog
mreachling at that plscs, Dusnesburgh, and the 2nd Reformod
Church &t Hoffmans Ferry and also that 1t iz probebls that he
met Ann Staley thefe end soms of the Staley's moved over
across the river in Glenville lster. It 13 a mystery how a
minister could raise a ramlly of eight and retire st £ifty
when his salary was only %200.00 per year with the use the
parsonage at the Apmity Church and another suva from the Nic~
kayuna Church. Twenty years after retiring to the farm he fell
down stalrs end broke his hip and for the lmst fan yeare of his
lire bhe used crutches to get around, .

Early in this paper I menticned about childran being

born before Thomas ceme to Amity, end heve found oul thet there
were two boys, Thsodoric and Henry. Thecdoris, I belleve, wcs
& Minister and died early in life somewhero in the sough: thus
thera were four boys and four girls. Harrlet 9tafrford Romayn
pever parried and lived to be quite old, When Thomes, Jr,
disd he left the main farm to Benjamin and the tenant houss end
about 80 acres to Thomas, 3rd. When Benjamin dled the wldow
socld the place anmd went to llve with her brothsr 1n Troy.
Both Benjemin and Thomas, 3rd were born at Amity or Vieschors
Ferry. Later the old homestead burned dowsn =nd & new ong Tes
bullt by the Fehey's, who purchased i1t from Befjemin's wife,zad
still live thevre. -

Thomas 5th is 80 ysers old and lives 1n the pame 1ittla
house left to hls zrandfather, has navor merrisd end stayed with
his mother until she dled 18 years ago. This wilnter his slster
is keeping house for him. Some of the old Tupniturs, I uhider=
stand, 1s left from ths aplit when the Domlna dicd,and no doudt
has been in Amity. Whatever old papers snd seormonz were lefli
are missing; perhaps they were loat or destroysd by Benjamin's
farily as Thomes dfdn't geen to have soy trace of them and deontt
racall seeing any.

The manual of the Roformed Church 1n America fthow
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the Tollowing Romeyn minigters ss registersd up to 1860 and
all relatefl, except perhaps the first cns

Benjamin F. = RButgers College, 1B42 - Chawpches: Brooklyn,
Albany-Cepajoharles. Ecms quLauJaL about the apellinz (Remaine)

Benjenin, Son of Thomas ,Sr., b 1774, dled Just arlter Tinlellng
is studles.

Dirck, College of N. J., bhrother m? Thon *c, 2r. - Marblelown,
Rochester, .qrsing, dwﬂcen“=¢., Schraalenbsrg, Schenectady,

Union Oollepge

Thomaa, Sr., College of N. J. ~ Churches; Su
Oyeter Bay, Jamioca, .Hnisinl, Welpeck, Smithfle
Fonda,

e
. - 5 .'_-.
14, Deserpark,

Theodore, F. Son of Thomams, 8r., b 1760, d 1785,

Thomas, Jr., Son of Thomas, Sr., b 1777, d 1857. OChurahes;
Remsenbush, Nisliayuna, Amity,

James, Ven Campen: - Son of Thomes, Sx., b ifinlslnlk, 1765.
Sohenectady Agademy 1784, churchss; Schodaclk, Groenbush,
Vynantskill, Hackensack, Schraalenburgh.

Jemes = Son of J. Ven Campen, b Greenbush 1797, Churches;
Nassau, Six Mile Run, Hackensaclk, Catskill, leesds, Borgen ncok,
Genava, 4 1859.

1768,

Jeremish: - Nephsw of Thomas, Sp,, b N.¥Y. Cily,
Roxbury;

Churches: Red Hoolk, Harlem, "Sohoharle Fl1l ’
Woodstock, 4 1818,

Joho Brodhead: Son of Dirck, b 1777, Churches, Rhinebeclk
Flats, Sochensctady Irsbyt., P*bunv Irﬂahgt., Naw York Cedar St.

Thecdore, B. = Son of James = Churches, Her¥gen, Rlawenberg,
Hackensaclk. OCGraduated from Rutgers, _Ehou

This infcormation wes obtainsd from:=-

Thomas Romeyn, 5th

Amity Church Hecords

Union College L

Percy Ven Epps Publications on the T¢ of Glenvilile.

#Januel of tha Reformed Church of /! *‘“!“E by E. T
Corwin, 1869.

The photograph was copled from a plaoturs ghteinnd rfoom

Unian College. | p 3 5

/20 #43
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